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Campai~n

Reform Legislation

This is how the campaign reform bi1l (S 382) looks after the Senate
Commerce Committee has completed action. It probably will not
file its report officia1ly until next week. At that time the Rules Committee
has 45 days in which to act.
The bill contains the following which are apparently !::i.thi:n the juri sdiction
only of the Comme ree Committee.

1.

Spending Limits
a.

Broadcast. 5 ¢ times the estimated "population of voting
age." Based upon 140 mi1lion people, this would make
available about $7 million for radio and TV in 1972.
We would very much have preferred higher limits.

b.

Non-Broadcast. The same limits for newspapers,
magazines and billboards.
Here again, we would have preferred higher limits. The
broadcast and non- broadcast limits are not interchangeable.
We would have preferred that they be interchang~able.

c.

2.

These limits would increase slightly because of provisions
for cost-of-living changes and increased population by 1972.

Equal time provisions suspended for Presidential campaigns only.
We oppose that provision because we want the suspension, if it
is enacted at a1l, to apply to all campaigns.

3.

Lowest unit rate for aU media.
We support that provision.

( more)
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The following are apparently within the jurisdiction of the Rules Committee.
Here is where Rules Committee members can be of most help.
4.

Contributions Limits. $5, 000 per contributor (including his whole
family) to any campaign.
Any contributions limit is unacceptable.

5.

ReEorting and Disclosure.
We are generally support of this provision except for strong opposition
. to the following: The Democrats! bill now provides for the Secretary
of the Senate and Clerk of the House to oversee these provisions .
. We want an independent Federal Elections Com.mission, to remove
the Secretary and Clerk from the influence of the Democratic majority .
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