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I. The Chinese Perception of the Problem

The attitude of the PRC toward Americans imprisoned in China
over the vears has been governed by an amalgam of complex factors;
Chinese naticnalism and chauvinism, the characteristic Chinese
scrupulousness in adhering to ‘'principle, ' the equally characteristic
Chinese emphasis on equality and recipreccity in dealing with foreign
nations, and finally, the climate of the relationship between Washington
and Peking.

Thus, the PRC has felt obliged to react vigorously to alleged
"“criminal acts' performed by Americans in China to show that China
cannot be pushed around. At the same time, the Chinese have been
willing to bend "principle' a little if it had appeared to them that the
U.S. was prepared to treat them reasonably and as equals. It was in
this light that at the ambassadorial-level talks in Geneva in the fall of
1955, Wang Ping-nan nodded his head affirmatively (but did not reply
orally) when Ambassador U. Alexis Johnson asked him if all detained
Americans, including those under sentence as '"criminals, ' would be
released by the PRC under the terms of the Agreed Announcement of
September 1955, *

For a brief period of time following the Agreed Announcement
quite a few detained Americans were released by the PRC, including
the crew of a B-29 that had intruded and been shot down over Chinese
territory. But from the Chinese standpoint, the U.S. soon began to
act unreasonably in the ambassadorial-level talks and to refuse to
deal with the PRC as an equal. US-Peking relations also deteriorated
badly over the years. Accordingly, from the end of 1955 until mid-1970
with one exception, no American prisoner was released by the PRC
until the expiration of the sentence under which he was being held, The
exception was an American businessman held under espionage charges,
who was released in the terminal stages of cancer. The only leniency
the PRC showed was to permit the families of some of the detained
Americans to visit them in prison,

* Which called for the ''expeditious' return to their own countries of
all nationals of one country being held by the other.
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