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Sunday, December 10th. The President came down from Camp David first thing this morning,
went into the EOB office, and had me come in at 10:00. I was there till about 1:00. He started out
having read the Nisbitt article that Pat Buchanan had sent in, with quite a long tirade about the
fact that what we lack in the Administration is a basic philosophy, and that we don't have a single
philosopher in the Cabinet. Then he mused, that the nation needs what I stand for, but I need to
know better what that is. Bork will contribute to the thinking on philosophy. Buchanan is
necessary, but we need others, we need some real strong thinking about that. He wants to have
someone sit down and establish four goals for the next four years, not the substance, we have to
do that, too, but on other points, such as the political point that first we must destroy and
discredit the old liberal establishment. That we've got to keep fighting like they fight us, second,
we have to build a new majority, including the Republican Party, third, we have to build the
President as he is, the compassionate side, and fourth, we have to rewrite the history by building
a new establishment across the board, being concerned with the legacy of what we leave. Then
he wants to work up a list of those in the Administration that are worth talking to on the
philosophical side, such as Buchanan, Price, and Bork, perhaps others. He'd obviously been
pondering this whole subject and was more or less feeling sorry for himself that we don't have
the right kind of people in this area.

He got into the Julie job again. Apparently it got screwed up some in the conversation with Pat
Nixon this morning, because she says Ziegler says she doesn't need a replacement for Connie,
and also told him that there was a lot of stories out that the West Wing is trying to get Lucy and
Mike Farrell; he wants to urge Farrell to stay.

He then got into the need for Harry Dent to take on three projects: one, to get Eddie Nixon to run
for Congress in Washington State; two, to pick a district for Ed Cox to run in from New York;
and third, to check immediately on the Goodling seat for David. Then, also, we need to work out
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a job for David, tied into the Bicentennial, or AEI, or something of that sort. He definitely wants
Julie and David to live in Washington. He wants to be sure though that there's no special deal for
David; it's got to be tied in to a normal group somehow. Then he got into where they should live;
that he'd like to get them into the White House on the third floor, which they're going to fix up;
but they'd prefer to get a house. So, he said they could get one with a swimming pool, so Pat and
he could get out of the White House from time to time, get over there for a swim. I'm sure that
would be better for Julie and David, than the problem of living in the White House.

We covered some personnel things: he wants to move Niddecker out to an agency, put Codus in
Protocol, or leave him there, and send Reynolds to Mexico, rather than Protocol. Consider Anne
Armstrong as Chief of Protocol. He wants to have Chapin and Strachan in for talks, as well as
the black girl. Wants Wiley Johnson, or someone equally good, at OEAA. He said to go ahead
on the Greek Orthodox priest doing a prayer for the inaugural, and to have Berger do his oath.
He wants to go all out for youth on the courts. He wants to get Yoder ready to move up to Under
Secretary of Agriculture. Put Sinatra in a high post on the Bicentennial, but not the
Chairmanship.

He got into some discussion of Watergate and Segretti again as he frequently does, exploring
some of the details.

He wants Hodgson to take EEC, and Eberle, if Hodgson won't do it. He buys the idea of Alex
Johnson heading the SALT delegation, and Graham Martin to Saigon. He wants to be sure
ACDA is cut by a third. He hit me a couple of times on nailing the Scali deal with Rogers and
not letting that drag on.
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He got into his plan for the State of the Union, which is that after Congress has met, maybe
waiting until around January 8 or 9, he'll go up without any announcement and welcome them
informally and explain that he's going to be sending a written message plus his Inaugural
address, but wanted to talk with them informally about his relations with Congress. He would do
each house separately. I recommended that he do a last minute informal joint session, so that he'd
get on TV, and he agreed that that was it probably was a good idea, as long as we didn't do too
much advance notice on it.

On Safire's book, he wanted to be sure Bill understood that he can't come in and psychoanalyze
the President as to what he really thinks and that sort of stuff. He’s rather must write about him,
not as if he were him. The publisher also can't be Doubleday, it has to be someone who
supported us.

He had Haig in about noon, and AI reports that everything’s set on the negotiations except for
one problem, which is the demilitarized zone. That yesterday, it bogged down on that, after
getting everything else cleared up, and so we closed with a compromise offer, which Al says
Thieu won't be able to accept.
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Al and the President agreed that the President should also refuse to accept the compromise and
disavow it. And Al made the point that Dobrynin has been handling all these things well for us
and he would cover him on the compromise. The President then picked up the phone, called
Dobrynin, told him we had to hang tight on the compromise, if the President rejected it. And this
all being done for Henry's bargaining position, because we will, of course, accept the
compromise and would even go to their position if we had to. The problem is that'll be the real
hang up with Thieu when we get to having to do something, making the deal with him.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The President made the point strongly to Al that the problem is that we pushed so hard on the
settlement before the election and that put us in a bad spot, and we're still trying to dig out from
that. Haig agreed. Haig is very much concerned about maintaining the cease-fire; feels we will
have to be prepared to react hard if they violate; and he's sure they will, and by react hard he
means bombing the North. The President then took a very strong position, said regarding
violations, it should be clear that it will not be on a tit-for-tat basis, it'll be all-out, regardless of
potential civilian casualties, if we have a provocation. He told Al to tell Haig, to tell Henry that,
to use in his negotiating, and also have the Vice President be prepared to make that point.

The President raised the question of the VP doing the Thieu deal or whether the President should
do it. Haig said the President should not do it, should not meet with him until the whole thing is
absolutely locked. The President made the point that the Vice President must know this is not a
negotiating mission. He is to convince Thieu, as the leader of the Hawks, that there will be no
support for him unless he goes along. He compared this mission as being similar to his deal in
Korea in '53, when Eisenhower sent him off to talk with Syngman Rhee to tell him he could not
go North. The Vice President is to make a Presidential commitment to Thieu that we will go all
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out if there is any violation, and that this provide, this would provide the basis for intervening
massively, but as of now, we have no basis for continuing.

The way this schedule would work out, according to Haig, is that Henry would finish up the
negotiations Monday or Tuesday, and return that night. At the same time, the Vice President and
Haig would leave for Saigon and would return on Thursday. Kissinger would then leave on
Friday for Korea, Thailand, Laos, and then into Hanoi on Tuesday. From there to Saigon if Thieu
wants to see him, and back here Thursday. The President would then make a Friday night
announcement on the 23rd and that would be the wrap-up. Then the President has to meet with
Thieu sometime before January 6th at Midway, so he'd probably go out on the 3rd.
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VIETNAM DEAL

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I talked to Rogers later this afternoon, and he said the NATO meeting had gone extremely well.
He agreed with Scali as long as his objections had been covered with the President. He likes
Anne Armstrong for Protocol Chief. Says Alex Johnson to SALT would be OK, and he'll pursue
that. Urges Phil Farley, the number two man at ACDA, as a good man. On Jerry Smith, he
doesn't want to announce his resignation without telling Bill and time to give him advance
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notice. He says he talked to Malek and had, on personnel, and has no problems except the
criticism of John Richardson; he thinks we ought to reconsider on him. He agrees with Keogh for
USIA. Thinks we ought to move on Francis Knight now, and get a young person into the
passport job.

End of December 10.

