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WASlI[!';G10!,; 

January 13, 1971 Time: 

LOG NO.: P1265H 

12:15 p. 

FOR ACTION: J. Magruder cc (for information): 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Time:January 18, 1971 2:00 p. m. 

SUBJECT: 

Plan for countering Dem-contrived 
Straw Polls. 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

_-.2L For Necessary Action _ _ For Your Recommendations 

Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

'<; 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COpy TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 

delay in submit!ing the required. Inaterial, pLase K. R. COLE, JR. 

telephone the StaH Se~retal"Y immediately. For the President 




THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HI N G T O N 

February 12, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM: JEB S. MAGRUDE ' 

RE: P-1265H) 

Attached is a copy of a memorandum sent to Tom Evans 
in January recommending that the RNC alert the state 
and local committees to the importance of radio straw 
polls and urge them to make use of them. 

As a followup to my memo, Tom plans to bring this up at 
the forthcoming regional meetings with state chairman. 
He will emphasize their publicity value and ask them to 
request all their local chairmen to institute procedures 
for monitoring radio shows which conduct such polls, for 
making sure our views are represented, and for bringing 
the results of such polls to our attention. . 

Attachment 
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Jan ry 11 . 1971 

TIAL 

N UM OR: 	 • J B AGRUD 


F 	 ALE • BUTTER I LD 


~u J CT: Plan for 	Counterin D m-Contrlv d 
Str w Poll. 

tor u. ie . del at d " Pre.ident Nb:o '. 
bid for re 1 etlan by a land.lid in a "pr vie 
of 1972 ' conducted by a New York radio 
a tion. In a tele 11 r • rin th 
~hoice of .ome 5. 000 peraon. . N polled only 
43~ nd llace received 1 •• tha 1 • RN 
had ef, ated Lindaay by 10 SO to 3,. in 
t COP primary. Th poll wal conducted by 
BUI ott on hia Ne I C 11 prall' m from 6 tOO 
to 9:00 a . m. ov r Radio Station CA. tation 
aourc.. oted that cott m y h ve Incluenc d 
th outco of e m prim ry by announcin 
in advan~e that MK ha .tated .1 vely that 
h. woul not run • • • and th t Hl-Di a ema unlikely 
to b a can idate . 

Thi8 ra ra red in the January 9 N a ummary. 

Pl••ae aubmit thro h the Offic. of th taff cr t rya plan for 
bandlin thia 100 at "atraw poll" •• • in th t ey will aurely 

co incr.aai 11 common in future month. . ( ahould have 
n troubl wbatao v r in Cindin a outl ta which ..111 pi your 
Une. ) 

APB:ny 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HI NG T ON 

January 14, 1971 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE STAFF SECRETARY 

FROM: 	 HERBERT G. KLEIN fti . 
RE : 	 ~Plan for Countering Dern­

~~traw polls 

Most of the straw polls on radio stations are very informal, 

unscientific surveys by radio talk shows or disc jockeys. 

Any effort on our part to deal directly with radio 

stations regarding the programing of such polls would 

have very negative consequences and could result in 

charges before the FCC. 


I have found in past campaigns that the most effective 

way to deal with these polls is to have the local party 

groups monitor the radio stations and rallying members 

and friends to 	call in their votes. Generally the polls 

are announced ahead which allows sufficient time to 

organize such efforts. 


This, of course, works best during campaigns when party 

organizations are geared up. However, I believe this 

type of effort 	should and could be initiated now through 

the RNC. As soon as our new team is on board, I w311 

ask that someone be charged with working with state and 

local groups to get this system started. 


Incidentally, I would doubt that there was any organized 

Democrat involvement in the f~TCA poll because a 43% showing 
in a New York city radio poll is surprisingly high. 

I have also found that most radio polls have come out 
favorable to our side and we frequently write stations 
to thank them for conducting them. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 
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