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MEMORANDUM TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ///

AL, R, HALDIMAN
FROM: PAT BUCHANAN

SURBJECT: THE MANHATTAN TWELVE

Sunday, for {ive hours at e Wateryale Aoarm’}cn’c, Chuck Colsoa,
Dave Kecne, Max Friedersdorf and I met with five moembers of the

Manhattan Dozen; they inciuded Jeii B 11 and John Jones of AC aJ,

C

3

Wayne Thorburn, one of the two leaders of YAT, and both Tom
and Allan Rysxind of Human Events, ia our judgmeoent the mneeting wies 4

O

success. Of il‘)(‘ conservarive "onloniks’ which hiad been sot doswo,

. RN et Ay e P
Colson answered the majority of domastic questions
and indicated iha the "thrust' or the Delense Dudaget coming
PR R - 3 B g TN p - e s vy e
clearly in the dirvcection ihot maony of us inside, as well as the Consorvalives

outside, would like to sece

°

The President’s veto of Child Development, the nature of that veto, clewriy
established our credibilily with the conservatives, and set a » ive
framework for discussions.

-

As a counscquence of those five hours, the following:

greed to talk to Ashbrook and to try to convince

L The conservatives ag
the rest of the Twelve that this week Ashbrook --when he make ‘1 S

promised statement -~ should state that be needs {ar more time 1o think

over the requirements and complexitics of a primary run, and will make
a final decision at a press confercnce "hefore the First of January."

2, The conservatives agreed, after considerable debate, thati A~,h'**rook -~

in light of the day care vecto -~ would not "move his candidacy :or\vérd‘ Tis
week -- if the five conservatives could prevail on the others. They agraad

that the best approach would be not to give a ''go signal'' alhis point, They
agrecd further that Ashbrook's New Hampshire effort should take no public
forwavrd steps -~ and that the conservatives themselves should make no
subrosa efforts, except those currently essential to Ashbrook®'s running --
should that decision corse belore the Tirst of January.

Fo
£



http:anua.ry.ll

-

3.  What the conservatives are looking Jor is a) Signals of intention to

> 3

maove in the domestic dircciion, which we indicated the President was
olid evidence that the new Dofense DBudgetl

moving and most speculf,c;]}y b} S
will be what we indicated it would
of stronger defensc posture for Uv S., especially in the strategic sccior

A .

which is their most immediate and direci concern,

be ww i.e., Minrusting'' in the dirvection

4. They will get back to me to indicatc whether or not the ohljective
conditions in New Hampshire {i.e,, time nceded for petitions and lining
up delegates) permits them to hold bucr\ any public¢ action until the last
minute, which as of now we agreed should be as close as possible to tue
first of the ycar,

My reading of them is this:

There is a disposition among most of them there (especially the Huaman
Events people) not to run anyone ageinst the President if they can ,Lw\“ai‘,

do that., What they arce intercsted in is some policy dircclion chang

not in a primary chailenge. I{ we can come through on the Dodensce
and can send some public s:gznls, then my view is that Colson, Duchanan
and Kcene have convinced this g i 153

course for the future cifcotiv
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oup that o ot to run. is Ltihe beso g
css of the consarvaillve mov

We indicated that the leverage of conservatives within the White House and
the Administration would not be ¢nhan d by an Ashbrook candidacy; it coula

well nigh be terminated; further that any open public moves right now toward
candidacy would not lead toward the objectives they want within the Adrninis-
tration, Rather, such a course would induce a " To hell with the Kooks"
attitude in the White House, which would militate against the very objcciives
they pursue. In my judgment, again, we persuaded the majority of those
present of the wisdom of this course -~ and they will attempt to so. persuade
the balance of their delegation, '

However, if we cannot deliver anything of substance on the Defense Budget --
despite the doubts of some of them about this course of action -- they will
gear up a campaign against the President in New Humpshire and elsewhere,
Whether or not they want to go againstthe President, and many of them like
Bartleby's Scrivener " would prefer not to," they will have to; indeed they
have to go to vindicate their threat, if nothing is forthcoming.

What!'s To Be Done?

In mvy judgment we should immediately send out a signal or two to them.
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Specific examples would be:

1.  Appointment of a strong sccurity man like John Foster to the empiy

Packard post as Assistant Secretary of Defense,

2. Public announcement Ly a high Administration official, that, given some
Services Corporation -~ in legisiation --

was being opened we intend now to "ask for a Governor*s veto'' of all io;
services programs. We could arguc this on the grounds: z) me
Governors are Democratic; and {or Cun gress to be against this provision
implies a lack of trust in thelr own state leaders b) the possibility of

which could injure the program's eﬁccti\«'cnﬁss and diminish its support
are so rife, that a veto now seems essential,

of the abuses to which the Legal

Finally that, considering the princinle of accountability we believe that any
such controversial progra@ as Logal Services should win the supporl o &
Governor of a State, as, after all e is the highest elective official

4.
i

4

and the one who must necessavily be responsive to the people. Whiz

ie,
s democratic principle; this is the essence of majority rule,

ia

Last point: Methinks the groundworlk, at this point in tim.,

to abort the Ashbrook candidacy. There are "hawks'" amnong the conscervitives
Villiam Rusher, Stan Evans, M. L.oeb, and others, who would iile o 'go
under any conditions. Dut il we can producce something tangible in e

Defense Budget (reportedly Goldwater has already been given such assurances,
then we can azbort this candidacy before it is born., In oy view that is surely
in the President’s long-term interest. If the Far Right of our pariy gocs
charging off in New Hampshire, and is humiliated and vouted, a good meay
people will be embittcred; wounds will have been opened within the party wiich
may not have healed in time for November when we need everyor: .

On the other hand, if we can provide thesc assurances on defense, I think
perhaps we can program Ashbrook in the end of December to give a rmgi* g
endorsement the President, and to call on all conservatives everywnere
to maintain his principles, build for the future, and work out their problems
within the framework of a Nixon Presidency, which is the most effeciive
vehicle for the kind of changes we want. If Ashbrook used the occasion for

2 'let's get aboard speech!" instead of an announced candidacy, it would truly
help us in resolving our difficulties with the Right -« and unite the party for
an election where we are going to have to be united.

Buchanan

cc Colson
Keene
Goodearle
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