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Re: The Vermont Senate Race 

Six years ago, Winston Prouty won election to a second 
term by a margin of 88,000 to 76,000. This year he faces a [["I1)ch 
stronger candidate, former governor Philip Hoff, and polls 
indicate the election will be tight~ 

A comparison of Prouty's 1964 vote \-Tith Hoff's 1966 
gubernatorial victory suggosts that the t1,./O men will be fight· ng 
for an independent and liberal Republican electorate based in 
the cities and l arger towns. Many of these people voted for 
Prouty in 1964 but Hoff in 1966. Indeed, Hoff's gains over the 
Democrat who ran against Prouty correlate with the vote cast 
in the 1966 GOP gubernatoria l primary for a liber a l Republ ica n 
(defeated). Libe ral Republican and independent votes hold the 
key to a Hoff or Prouty victory. 

Signs of liberal Republican breakmJaY in the Nov8mber 
election are already buildinE The incumbent lieutenant-governor, 
Tom Hayes, is the libe r al Republican who was defeated in the 
1966 primary . This year, he is agai n running f or governor in 
the GOP primary and he threa t ens to bolt if he doesn't make 
it, calling incumbent Governor Davis a captive of bi business. 
Prouty would be aff ected by a liberal bolt a gai nst Davi s. 

Prouty is running almost at 1964 l evels in the small 
Yankee tOWDS, a good sign (see enclosed poll). Hoff is not 
going to do nearly as well in these a r ea s as he did in 1966. 

But the Prouty pr oblem will lie in the liberal Republican 
areas: Benni ngton and vicini ty, Brattleboro, Rutland, areas of 
Burlington, Barre and some of the major towns. 

To this end : 

Sugp;estions 

1. Congres sman Robert Stafford, a moderate with great 
appeal (e special l y in his home a sa - Rutland ) should be 
induced to campdgn for Prout y, especially in the urba. areas 
of souther n Vermont. 

2. Lieu t enant governor Hayes, who as no fi nanci a1 saf e 
harbor to s helter in after his likely defeat, should receive 
a t alking-to about a federal joh or fu t ure in order to prevent 
a do..maGing break on his par t with Governor Davi s (w .ich could 
not help but extend to Prouty). 

3. Prouty shoul d be r;i ven any pop-s ib]·:,: f ederal contracts or 
awards to make affec ti ng Bu . l i np:ton or urban south Vermont. 

4'0 The Co}] r;e Younr, Republi cans shoul d bo r:carud up for 

a Prouty of 'ort in [wuth Vf~rmont (". hn1'o 11f r:lm;nt illtp.l J ircnt ~ii<t 
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__~~ 5. It does not look like Vermont is goi ng to be 
tr:/J < ~_-jt!/ too hard-press ed by this "inter' s oil shor t a ,8, but it 
~,t.;'''''~ V would be good for tbe President to £0 to Ne", En£land for 
,~ A some fuel r e-assurance confer ence or somet hing in \-lhich 
_I~'f he could a ) demonstrate inte nse concern; b) announce some
"7 new import program; or c) announce a ne'J I<JaY of handling 

the import quotas to be allowed so that the i mport tickets 
are not just bonuses to Big Oil but go where they will do 
the most good. An oil ext r ava ganza (public-rela tions",i s e) 
oriented towards New England consumers would be a good idea 
now that the oil interests have been re-assured of retention 
of the quota system. This \{Quld also affect Hai ne, Hass and Conn. 

6. The French Canadian vote in upper New England is 
taken for grant ed by the Democrats at a 6, 8 and 10-1 ratio. 
It is worth trying to break up. The Vice President could 
profitably add French Canadians to hi s list along with 
Chicanos and Indians; they are in little better shape t hroughout 
parts of Ne\J EnglA.nd. A little cultur al attention and reco gniti on 
would go a long way . 

Speakers 

I don't think out-of -state speaker s serve the purpose 
in Ve rmont. The best thing for Prout y would be strong as si s t ance 
from Stafford (and Aiken, of cours e , if he would). 
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1970 Vermont 

1. 	For whom do you plan to vote in November's Senate el ection? (Circle on~.) 
J'i')'. 13'L f\\" ~ (,1,;1).,' 3'(j 

A) 	 Winston Prouty (Republican) B) Philip Hoff (Democrat) 

2. 	For whom did you voLe when \Hnston Prouty la:-:: t l' D. Tl for th~ Senate 
in ly64? (Circle one. ) :)

5V 'L 7~i-L 

A) For Prouty D) For his Democra tic oppone nt C) Don't know/Didn't vot~ 


3. 	For ...'hom did you vote \-then Philip Hoff last ran for Governor in 1966? 
( Circle one.) 

6/'~ 	 /3''L,26'lv 
A) 	 For Hoff B) For his Republican OPP0116l1t C) Didn't vote 

4. 	Whom did YOll Rupport for President in 19()f! ? (Circle one. ) 
8 'l -;~ 	 i 0 ':2._ 

A) Hichard Nixon (Hepublican) B) Hub<'!rt Humphrey (Demo,crat) 

C) Georp;e Wallace (Independent)) -~J,;,v,·~ K'I<JvV-9,cI--l'o:f Uck - '??-<." 


5. 	Whom did you support for President in 19607 (Circle one. ) 

A) HichMrd NixUll (HeI)llbUcan) B) John F. Kennedy (Demo cr a t ) 

C) Don't know/Didn't vote 


6. Do you 	plan to vote for President Nixon in 1972? (Circle one. ) 
71 'L 10 '1..: I i:2<­

A) Yes B) No C) Don't know 


7. 	Do you think that tbe Nixon A<lministraLiun DayS too much a ttention 
to the South e.nd not enough to New England?' (Circle one. )

NS, t~-·L ib't 
A) 	 Yes B) No C) Don't know 
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