
SEGRE± 

J anuary 23, 1969 

ME~ORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT - Evening Report 

1. Canadian an_c!_ It a lian Recognition of C omrnu~ist China -
Within t he la st 24 hours the Canadians have i nformed us that 
Ottawa has dec ide d to open discu ssions with Pek ing on the 
possibility of establishment of diplomat ic rela tions , and 
the Italians have advis e d u s that Fore ign Minister Nenn i 
will announce publicly within the next t wo days his govern­
ment ' s i ntention to exp lore es tablishing relations. I h ave 
author i zed Bill Bundy to t a lk to the Ita lian Ambas s ador 
tomorrow to stres s ou r concern f or the t imi ng and i mp lica­
t ions of the Ita lian move , and will make a simi l ar approach 
to the Canadian Ambassador. While bo t h moves are probably 
i rrevocable , we need to make these representations to 
s a tisfy t he Nationa lists and to strengthen u s in our 
arguments with them not to break r e lations with Ita l y and 
Canada . While officials of both Italy and Cana da h ave 
expressed to u s an interes t in con tinuing diploma tic ties 
with the Republic of China, our Ambassado r in Taipei has 
been told that the ROC would stick to i ts pol icy of breaking 
r e l at ions if Communis t Ch i na is r ecogni zed. 

2. Harr i man Report on Paris Ne go tiat ions - Governor Ha r r i man 
today briefed the House Foreign Affa irs Subcommitte e on 
Nat iona l Security on the current status of the Paris 
ne got i ations and the issues involve d. He indicated frust ra­
tion at the slow pa ce of n ego tiations to date but said his 
priva te t a lks with the Hanoi delega tion encourage d him to 
b e lieve that they sincerely want to reach a settlement of 
the war. He cautione d the Members of th e difficulties ahead 
and stated his willingness to assist the Administration in 
any way possible -- as he has in private conversations with 
me and Elliot Richardson. The Members expres s ed no basic 
disagreement with the cours e of action now being taken. 

3. Bunker Kathmandu Visit (Jan. 25-31) - I have author i ze d 
Ambass ador Bunker to take a short vacation with his wife in 
Kathmandu -- a visit break he postponed until after the 
inauguration because of reports that the North Vietnamese 
might launch intensive military attacks. The Ambassador will 
leave Saigon on Saturday and return the following Friday . 
Deputy Chief of Mission Berger will be in charge. Bunker 
will have received the NSC papers on which we ·wish his 
comments before leaving , so the work can b e undertaken 
i mmediately and reviewed when he returns without stretching 
our deadlines. 
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4. Czech Crisi s - Our l a t est reports r e fl e c t tha t 
Czechoslovak i a is exp er i encing t he most ser ious and omi no u s 
c r i s i s since t h e Sovie t - l e d i nvas ion of tha t count ry on 
August 20- 21 . There h ave b een unconfinne d rumors that 
Warsaw Pact troops will hold exerc i ses in Czechoslovakia 
du r i ng Apri l . Throughou t t h e c ountry t he publ i c i s 
demonstrating in s u pport of s tudent , i ntellectua l , and 
t r ade union demands that me d ia c ensorsh ip c ease , e l e ct i ons 
b e hel d, and t he dis t r i bution o f the Soviet-c ontrolle d 
Zpra~ n e·wspaper be stopped. The demon strations are c en t ered 
a round the p olitica lly -motivated s e l f- i mmo l at i on on J anusry 
1 6 of J an Palach, a y oung Prague stu dent . Government and 
Party l eaders h ave warn e d t h e peop l e that i f a narch y 
preva i ls the p r o -Soviet c ommunists wil l take over . We a re 
p repar i ng c ont ingency plans which will inc lude , amo ng o t h er 
t hings , a suggested statemen t to t he press , poss ible UN 
a ctions , i nstru ctions to our NATO represen tat i v e and t a lk i ng 
p oints with Soviet off i c ia ls . 

5. GuyanaJVe nezu_e l a Bor~er Pro~l em - I ta lke d today with 
our Ambassador to Ven ezu e la , Mauric e Bernbaum, a n d to l d 
him t o mak e sure t ha t t h e Venezu e l a n s a re unde r n o mis taken 
i mpress ion o f our n e gativ e v i e w towa rd any breach of pea c e 
r e sulting from Vene zu e l a ' s claim to Guya na t erritory . 

6. Richards on and Pedersen Con f i rme d - Th e Senate h as 
confirme d the n omina tion o f Elliot Richardson and Di c k 
Pe dersen t oday . The y will b e sworn i n tomorrow afte r n oon . 

~~~~~~ 
William P . Roger~ 


