
MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

COHFIDEtff'IAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Henry A. Kissinger ·JK. 
SUBJECT: Vietnamese Communist Position on a 

MACV has in hand a captured enemy document which provides one 
of the clearest expressions of enemy view o,n the timing of a cease
fire in Vietnam that we have seen (Tab A). ; The document consists 
of notes taken by a medium-level party cadre in South Vietnam during 
the course of lectures on the content and strategy of COSVN Resolu
tion 9. The notes date from around the end of September. 

According to the notes, the Communists will only accept a cease-fire 
if the U.S. has agreed to total withdrawal, if a coalition government 
11is 11 formed, and if the Communists are stronger than the allies and 
are 11 sure 11 they can win in "political competition with the enemy. 11 

Comment: This document (which taken by itself cannot be .:: considered 
conclusive) is about as strong a piece of evidence as we have seen to 
the effect that Hanoi is not now considering a cease-fire and would, in 
fact, reject one. 
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SUBJECT: Captured Documents Screened at CDEC, Saigon (U) 

1. (U) During the period 161200H to 171200H December 1969, CDEC 

prepared 37 bulletins, exploiting 162 captured documents. Documents 

containing significant information are summarized below, bulletins 

and translation reports are in distribution channels as addressees 

receive this mes sage. 

2. (C) I and II CTZI Bul 27228, Doc 12-1972-69 (71 PG Orig); notebook, 

entries dated from 15 August to 19 November 1969 by an unspecified 

individual (possibly member of Pho Chau village party committee, 

Due Pho District, Quang Ngai province> Region 5), contains an entry, 

undated, (possibly made before the end of September 1969), which pertains 

to the study of the addendum of resoluti~h number 9 adopted by COSVN, 

it reads in part as follows: 11 The primary concern of the Nixon Admin-

istration is to settle the SVN war as soon as possible, because Asia 

has recently become of little interest to the Americans militarily, the 

primary objectives of the Americans are the Near East, Middle East, 

and Europe, The SVN war has frustrated the world-wide strategy of 

the Americans and has politically isolated them in all parts of the 

world. The Americans have brought the SVN war to its apex, and now 

have to de-escalate it because they realize that they are unable to 
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win a military victory. On our (NFLSVN/NVN) part, we have made 

g reat strides in the military, political, and diplomatic fields, but 

we have failed to decisively turn the tide of the SVN war in our favor. 

A cease fire will only be accepted by us if the following conditions 

are fulfilled: (1) The Americans agree to withdraw (all) of their 

troops from SVN: (2) A coalition government is formed; and (3) 

We are stronger than the enemy (RVN) in tpe non-aligned people, 

and our mass uprisings are weak. Consequently, we are to continue 

our military attacks to develop our revolutionary organizations in 

order to generate a general mass uprising aimed at overthrowing the 

Thieu-Ky government and founding a coalition government. This 

coalition government may be formed after we have seized control of 

the (RVN) administrative infrastructure, we will accept a cease-fire 

only when we are sure to win in our pol\ tical competition with the 
'· 

enemy (RVN). 11 Capture data: 12 December 1969; 173rd US ABN BDE: 

BS919158; received CDEC 15 December 1969. 
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DEPARTMENT Ot- .OEJlENSE . . · 2 
NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER', l 2 6 7 

MESSAGE CENTER 

YZCZCJCS740 Q1#!36~ 
l'llP i RUCRJC S.-RUORJCS 
oe RHMSMVA #43.o9 ', J5i~l,18 . 
~~Y cctcc Q ~ - - • • -

p , 171016Z Dt;C ,69 . lEX 
FM ~ COMUSMACJ .. - - ... . 
TO A ,IG ~ 705~ · 
au~H~MA/CGf MrPA~ 
RUAOB~S/J~~~ .~~oeE ;QKlNAWA 
RUML.PKA/OSA 11 ·OT4 P.L.ilKU 
Ra M 0 Re 8 / T A s K v Q R,c E A L F: A . NA K H a N pH A N QM T ~A I L A Np 
l~fO RHMA~~At~~Q$AR. ~ CONG.· .BfNH 
RU~L9?N1c ~~~ l~9~R~s - P~U BAI 
BT . . 
C ·~- Q. 14 F . I 0 t . N t I . A • L N 0 Fl 0 R N 6 9 ~ '1 ~ (. J 2 > 

CALL 53331 
FOR N~ CC ;MC 

SERVICE 

0\7 \3 l\Sl 

iXCEPT -· AUSi; .. ~H 11 .. , ,. ftOK, ·RV·N, ·. NZ, ANO T~A 1, · 
C1lNORAP roR -, J~; · : qA . tOR · ACS .l/DFIRI=, 9·INCUSARPAC FoR • G2, .CsA r 
~\OR . AF'NlN1 ~ Ol~N~A F'.OR ··96, 'F'MFPAC FOR d:i2~ -AMEMB fOR · PO ·~ AMB, 
A N 0 0 6 A ( 6 0 0 p ;~ ~ s ) I ' -- - - •, 

SUBJiCT1 CAPf0t16D -i OOCUMSNTS ·SCREENEU AT C0lilC1' -SAIGON (U) 

i~ t-U) ~. ou~1N9- f8E · P~RioQ i61200H !o ' 1{1200111 i D~CEMBER · 1969, CDEC 
PREPAR5D ~( 8ULl.ot:TlNS! .i)(FJ.1,;0lTlNG 1~2 CAl?T>UR~O ,· DOOUMENTS 1 , l)QOUMliH~'F· S . 
0 ON Tl Nl·NCf· $ HHUl IC td·~T · I NJ*ORMA 't I ON ARE :SUMMARl ZS0 1: BEL OW, Bu~l.fH 1 NS · 
ANO . TRAN§i.A! ?9N "": ~eF9RTiS A~E - IN DI ~TR · I· SU 'l: r,ON ·CHANN6L;5 , AS '.· AotJRS~~iii, 
Rt; QEt V ~ T~l: ~ - )1 ~?.SAGfh ~ .· . . ... - .. 
~ -- . ( c ) I ~ JJ. 9 I z .•. ~ u I. i ~ 7 2 2 8 ! "0 0 c 1 ~ .II! ~ 91 ~ II! 6 9 . ( ' ~ ' p G' 0 IU G ~ ' 
N 0 TE a 0 0 K ' ENT R :a: s 0 An: D P' R 0 M 16 Au Q T 0' ~ 9 : N 0 v 6 9 .6~ AN ; u N s f!l E c l Fi" 'le 0 
l ~ 0 .1 V l D U ~ I. ; ('( P 0 § ? 1. B ~ Y -·, M ~ M 8 Ii R 0 F P 8 0 C ~A Y : V l L J. A (,1 E PAR T Y : C 0 M :1 T i: G ~ ii, . 
OUC ·?HO OlSTfRl·CT, ;QUANG NGA! ·PROVl.NCt; ., REGION 5)>, CONTAIN~ AN 
l!NT RY, UNO A f ~O -~ - ( C POS S-1 ~l. Y ·MA06 ; Bi:rORE HH: :- ENO OF ,', SEP ? 69~ > .; WHHlH 
RB R T A l N S T 0 ? T HE · S 1' U b Y ., 0 F , "T HE ~DD E ~ O UM - OF ; R !! s 9 l.. U T I 0 N . NUMB e R • 9 . 
Aoo~r $o. s v . g·o§~N, -· i ! , ~EAo~ 1 N PAR r As , F'01.w~w~ 1, t.i ·T:~E · PRlM~R¥ · 
~ONQeRN Q~ , TH~ . N ~)(ON • ADM ?N l·STRA TI ON .: l~ · !;-0 _:$,Ef T~E i THE SVN . WAR · ,AS 
SOON . AS ~oss1w~1:.:, HHiCAUSi ·ASIA HAS REC.EN:fL;Y :eSoOMij 1•QF' . L•ITTl.e i . . 
!NTSRliT T9 ~ T8~ ~ ~M~~l;ANS MlLITARJl.~i ~ T8& , PRl~ARV - OBJEC11~~$ Of i 
T~~ ' AMFRI 9~ NS A8ii: r~E i N ~A R JUST, M1Ql.IL;S .EAST Q AND EuROR~ • . TH e· 
S.VN WA~ · HA~ ·' F~~~!~A!Go !Me WOFiLD•W?UE 'STRA!-EGY OF' THE · AMER •l:CAN~ 
.A N 0 HA S P 0 ~ (0. 9 AL 4 Y ' l ~ 0 Lo A N! D 'f; HE M · l N ,. Al.. L : · P A R ~ ~ 0 F T He W OR L; ~ , 
tHE AM~RlC~N5 HAVE; 8ROULJMT ' i:Hr; SVN WAR : TO' trS . APEX~ ANQ , Now HAVS 
Tt'r O~·SsCAL;A~~F' 1T ~' 81i0~US!l! Tl-IEY REAt,.l Z6 1 tHAt ' NHH ' ~RE < UNAB.1,;i to .. 
WJN A M1t.J f ARy ·y1.cTQRy, ' ON ·OUR ((~P'LSVNiNVN>) PART~ WS :. MAl/E MAOi 
a RE, AT . ~TR 1 K 'Q ~ § ' ,1, N -- 'f ~ E M ,U. l TAR y, p u L; :l T .I. c A I., . AND ' DI'~ w OM Ar I c ' t -1 EL; b s, 
BOT WS HAY ~ · r".iHlioEQ T O · :· O~ClSIVEl.Y . 'T URN THE • Tl OS · 01! : TH.8 1 SVN WAR tN 

, ~· - . . · ""• • v • • • · ' ..•. • ,.. . - - .• · • ' , , 

AC T : DI A"'30 

INFO: / J3a12 JS·2 NMCC·l SACSA~3 SECBEF"'7 ASD/SAD3 WH"'4 F I LE-1 (63 ) 
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DEPARTMENT Ofi uiFENSE 
NATIONAL r)11LIIARY COMMAND CENTER 

MESSAGE CENTER 

0.V R ~A VO R ., ·' A / 0 6 A S G r H~ E W H. L · 0 N l.. Y 8 c · A 0 C E? T ED lH US l F' · THE ' 
r 0 c w 0 rU NG ' , c 0 N 0 l t I 0 N s ' A R 6' p u L F" 'l LL E 0 I " ( 1 .) ~ TH e AM e R :I c A N s ;7 A GR e e T 0 
w :i r: Ho R ~ w · c « 4 L. h ).' I . t H; r ~ " 1 ~ o o P s · r Ro~" . s v N ., . « 2 > A ·:co AL 11 r 1 o N, Gav ER NM e N r 
f0S: P 0 RM E 0 ·I ' A ~ D " ~1 3 ) · W ~ A ~ fV S T R 0 NG E ~ i HA N "f; HE : EN, I§ M Y ( ( R V N ) ) 1· N 
VARious : ASF?~C ,f.i11 ·P.RiSiNt1,.v, ' WE .HAV9 - NOT . YEiT WON THE SUPPORT OF' 
t ri i No N • 4 ~ 1 G N so · P ~ o P L ~ ., - A No • o u R M 4 s s u P fH s r N Gs . A RE i . w s AK :, : c 6 N s e ~ · 
QO~Nt1.:Y, . w~ ' ~RP: . T0 , 90NTI' NUE .QUR MlLlTARY AT .TAGKSTO DtiVEL.oP OUR 
~ i Y 0 I. U I I 0 N A~¥ ·~ Q ~GAN l Z AT 10 S l N . • 0 RDS R: . T 9 · Q EN BR AT Ii ,' A ; GENS~ AL. ' M A§ S :" 
up R l s I NG ' A I· M Ii 0 "A r ; 0 v ER T MR 0 w I N G . TH~ ' T H Hi u "! K v G 0 v E RN ME N r A ND F" 0 u ND f. N G 
A . 0 O A L. J T l 0 N. · G 0 V. I:: R NM a N T • ~- T H l· S . ; C O AL l T J o N · G 0 V 9 RN M !i NT . MA Y - BE · ~Cl R·M ED 
APTSR WE HAV6 ' · SSI. Zi0 °· CONTRO~ ,, or THe · ( <-RNV)) AOVlMISTRAT'IVE ;- I:NF.RA· -
s T R Q c If' u R e ; ~ w i . ' ~n L L .. A c 0 e p T . A c E As E ,; r:' ·l R E ' 0 NL~ -w H 6 N w E ARE s u R e ' T 0 
W l N : I N .'« 0 UR · ~ 0 ~ J I l- g A ~ ' 90M111 It i' It l ON W I f H . THE ; ENE M :V < « R V N •· ~ > , ~ · 9 A PT y RE 
c A lA • . 12 , o s c" 6 9 1 i 7 3 Ro us As N 0 o E ; a s9 i 21 ~ e , R 1 c E 1 v E o, cos c ~' 15 oec -. 69, ·-- -"· - - -· - · · _·_. _ 
3 ~, CU) lll <crz1 . Nt;GA'flVE . 
~ '.t ' ' ( u ) I v ~ ! (1> ~ ~ g A II v Fi ~ 
ST . 
#4309 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1969 

G O:NF ID EH 'FL'\:L 

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. KISSINGER 

FROM: 
·L*{ 

John H. Holdridge \ 

SUBJECT: Memorandum to the President on Vietnamese Communist 
Position on a Cease-fire 

You asked that the memorandum on Vietnamese Communist position 
on a cease-fire be done as a memorandum for the President. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab A. 

Attachment 
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· MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

G ONTID EP~TIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. KISSINGER . 

FROM: John Holdr~dge~...__, 

SUBJECT: Vietnamese Communist Position .on a Cease-fire 

MACV has in hand a captured enemy document' which provides one of 
the clearest expressions of enemy view on the timing of a cease-fire 
in Vietnam that we have seen (Tab A). The document consists of notes 
taken by a medium-level party cadre in SVN during the course of lec
tures on the content and strategy of COSVN Resolution 9. The notes 
date from around the end of September. 

According to the notes, the Communists will only accept a cease-fire 
if the U. S. has agreed to total withdrawal, if a coalition government 
"is 11 formed, and if the Communists are stronger than the allies and 
are 11 sure 11 they can win in "political competition with the enemy. 11 

Comment: This document (which taken by itself cannot be considered 
conclusive) is about as strong a piece of evidence as we have seen to 

\ 

the effect that Hanoi is not now considering 'a cease-fire and would, in 
fact, reject one. However, there is other e~dence on this score, the 
most recent being Cyrus Eaton 1 s account of his conversations with 
Hanoi leaders. 

Attachment 

C OHf?ID EH".PIAL 


