





U.S.C., section 403g)

Witk } ty of the
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50

meas)

NIE 11-1-73

SOVIET SPACE PROGRAMS

%PTSEER;HA

Withheld under statutory authority of the
.| Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50

U.S.C., section 403¢2)

TCS 889084-73

Los-1-45/75%3 3 of D]



[ Withh

Centr:
U.S.C.
%)
CONTENTS
‘ Page
P IS 1
TE | IMATE ... AR
I. GENERAL RATIONALE AND EMPHASIS OF SOVIET SPACE
PROGRAMS ..... ......... e 5
II. PROGRAMS IN SUPPORT OF STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES ......... 7
- Reconnaissance ........... ... .. ... .. .. .. ... e B 8
r TTATICE L . 9
Communications ................o it R *
‘ ‘Weapons Support................ ... EERE R R PRI 9 -
Weapons .. ...... ... 10
III. ECONOMIC APPLICATIONS ............. TR 10 -
IV. PRESTIGE PROGRAMS . .. ... ... .. ... ... 11
_ oblems to be Overcome .................... ce .
Cooperation in Space Programs ................................ ... 15
Prospects for Prestige Programs............. ... .......... . ... ... 18
Manned and Related Space Stations . ........................... 19
Space Shuttle .................. e 19
Unmanned Lunar Exploration ......................... e 20
Manned Lunar Landing ................ e 20
Planetary Exploration .................... P 20
V. FUTURE PRIORITIES . ... ... .. .. ... ... 91
vorszenet |
TCS 889084-73
Withheld under statutory authority ot the
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 \
U.S.C., section 403g) -
; WG 1-45/75%3 o d of 30



vy 1Lquc1u UHMUTL dratuwvs y aul,uvlll] \)fthe
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50
U.S.C., section 403g)

" SOVIET SPACE PROGRAMS

PRECIS

The USSR will continue to undertake space programs for a variety
of reasons:

—_ Sﬁpporting strategic military objectives by using ¢ ~ ting mili-
tary space support systems, and y developing new appli-
cations.

— Enhancing the image of Soviet scientific and technical prowess
by undertaking prestige space endeavors, such as manned,
lunar, planetary, and scientific programs.

— On a lower priority, increasing the use of space for missions
with more immediate economic benefits, such as communica-

tions relay and earth resources surveys.

Currently, some three-fourths of Soviet activity in space (as meas-
ured by number of launches) is in support of strategic-military ob-
jectives. The strategic-military space programs have been generally
successful, while some of the civilian prestige programs have run into
major problems. Well over 90 percent of the military missions have
b su sfulc -t | st6y s butonly some 75 perc t of the
prestige missions have accomplished their objectives. Moreover, the
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