





EECHEE SENSITIVE

3, We have not yet received any sensitivo or covert reporting on
Thicu's tood stnce the bombing was resumed, but he obviously will
have welcomed this move, His resultant good humor may make him somewhat
easicr to talk to, but he will not necessarily become more substantively
flexible. Instead, he will dlmost certainly feel th.i our acceptance of the
advisabllity or necessity of such an action vindicates hig earlier negative

estimate of Hanoi's "seriousness" or good faith and that, in the event, he
was wise not to let himself be stampeded.

4.. I cannot profitably comment on the impact of General Haig's visit

since I do not know what he sald to President Thieu, or vice versa, the

contents of Pregident Nixon's letter or those of Thieu's reply. The one
reflection we have so far received on the impact of this visit is contained in
YS-531, 21 December 1972 -- our Station Chief's reéport of his 21 December
conversation with Prime Ministor Khiem. Khiem's comments to senior
U.S. officials are always self-serving, but in this instance Khiem's remarks
about Thieu and the latter's 1reactions have the ring of authenticity.

5. Khiem's comments provide a modest measure of independent support
for the attached paper's central thesis: that Thieu is probably prepared
(at least privately) to be cooperative - eventusally -- on all issues save
one. Given his psychology, temperament and political position he cannot |
and almost certainly will not sign away the GVN's legal right to existence.
Khiem covers this point with the somewhat misleading phrase of "the juridical
presence of North Vietnamese troops i1 South Vietnam." The troops, of
course, bother Thicu and he obviously wants them out. The real issue,
however, is not the northern troops but the juridical concept of "Vietnam"
that defines thelr status. Thieu cannot, and will not, officially endorse the
concept that at this moment in history there is only one Vietnamese state and
hence, by definition, North Vietnamese troops in the south are not "foreign."”
The reasons why this is, and (to Thietl) has to be, a central issue on which -
T}u«.u feels he cannot budge are discusaed in thc attached paper. (//Kf e chnse
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