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. SUBJt  NUCLEAR~CONSULTATION WITH THE BRITISH - - - .

. 'THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM PRESIDENT-NIXON.SHOWD "~~~ = ...
‘BE TRANSWITTED (RGENTLY TO PRINE NINISTER HEATH &= .0 .- & "7 %'

* PRIOR T0. HIS DEPARTURE FOR THE UiS.s ° R e
DEAR MR, PRINE mxnxsrza: S R S
YOUR LETTER CF NOVEMBER .S, 1970 PROPOSES THAT SIX @ . = "= ../ . =

MIENDUENT S BE WADE TO THE WEWORANDUM SETTING FORTH ' . '~ 1 [ .
THE UNDERSTANDINGS' BETUEEN OUR GOVERNMENTS WITH. - 0 o o' .. -
REGARD TO CONSULTATION ON THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS-IN -

ORDER TOD MAXE THESE UNDERSTANDINGS APPL ICABLE .ALSO. IO
- UNITED S‘}'A'EES ANT I-SUBMARINE WARFARE NUCLEAR WEAPONS-

“ Portlons demed are S-FRD and thus outside of tbe jurisdlction
of the Interagency Security Classnﬁcatlon Appeals Panel. -
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~I Al AG REEABLE T0 THE ANENDNENTS AS Paoroszn AND Co ;x, Tl
. SHALL 'CONSIDER THE UNDERSTAND INGS EXISTING BETWEEN -OUR" :
. GOVERNMENTS WITH REGARD TO CONSULTATION ON THE USE OF
. NUCLEAR WEAPGNS, AS SO AMENDED, TO REMAIN FULLY IN .-
© _ EFFECT. 1 AM ENCLOSING THE ANENDED VERSIGN OF- THE S
-..WEVORANDUM, e L .

|- SINCERELY " B };533}1;{~_a’jff_if;'3 R

SR _ . 'RICKARD NIXON
THE RIGHT HONORABLE - = . -

. EDWARD HEATH, m B.E., M. P.;

" PRIME WINISTER :. - -;”a

LO!‘;DON . T L -

vENCLOSUQE' MENORANﬁUN .

dNDERSTANDINGS WITH THE BRITISH ON THE USE OF .
BRITISH BASES AND HﬁCLEAR -WEAPONS' ) L
i. OUR UNDERSTANDING ON THE USE OF BRITISRH BASES IS .
THAT THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER WILL REACH A JOINT
CECISION BY SPEAKING PERSONALLY WITH EACH OTHER BEFORE ““
: CERTAIN FORCES EQUIPPED WITH U.S. NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND-
OPERATING FROM BASES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM L
WILL USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, NAMELY SAC, BRITISH STRIKE COHNRND'f S
(EXCLUDING AIRCRAFT OF SUCH COMMAND EQUIPPED WITH % “.
" BRITISK NUCLEAR WEAPONS), FORCES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM ., - .
WHICH ARE ASSIGNED OR EARMARKED FOR ASSIGNMENT TO A NATO COMMANDER,
UeS. POLARI INES IN BRITISH TERRITORIAL. WATERS AND - .
U.S. FORCES THE BASIC UNDERSTAND ING Ia -
" CONTAINED IN THE COMMUNIQUE OF JANUARY 9, 1852, . c‘- X
COVERIHG THE TRUMAN~ CHURCHILL TALKS: mmummmuansnmuMmmuuaawquMMn,
ofthe Xntrsgoacy Secarity Camicaton Appesh Pael. |
"UNDER ARRANGEMENT S MADE FOR THE COMMON DEFENCE,’
- THE UNITED STATES HAS THE USE OF CERTAIN BASES
IN THE UNITED. KINGDOM. WE REAFFIRM THE UNDER~ . K
* STANDING THAT THE USE OF THESE BRASES IN AN .
EMERGENCY WOULD BE A MATTER FOR JOINT DECISION by
BY HIS NAJESTY 5 GDV&RNMENT AND THE UNITED STATES i

%
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, ‘ THE LANGUAGE oF THE TRUMAN*CHURCHILL CONMUNIQUE‘

. e T
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GOVERNMENT IN THE LIGHT or cxﬂcumsrancss PREUAILING e A
AT THETINE.™ (e o R T

PN N s, b

PROCEDIRES FOR CARRYING OUT THIS BASIC UNDERSTANDING 5;T2 SRR

WERE AGREED UPON IN THE MURPHY-DEAN AGREEMENT OF JUNE 7,

1958, WHICH WAS APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME - '
MINISTER. THE COVERING DOCUMENT, THE REPORT TO.THE - - . .. ... ..~
PRESICENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER, REPEATS ALMOST LITERALLY T

%5, THE BASIC UNDERSTANDING BETVEEN THE.UNITED =~ - - S
KINGDOM AND UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTS, REGARDING =~ * . .

. THE USE OF BASES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM BY UNIFED .. . °*

' 'STATES FORCES, PROVIDES THAT SUCH USE IN AN - SR

'EMERGENCY SHALL BE A MATTER FOR JOINT DECISION .- .~ ... . -
BY THE TWO GOVERNMENTS IN'THE LIGHT OF. THE : SRR Sl
.CIRCUMSTANCES, AT THE TIME." LT e T

2. THERE IS A SECOND MORE GENERAL UNDERSTANDING WITH
THE BRITISH THAT VE WILL CONSUILT WITH THEM BEFORE USING -

NUCLEAR WEAPONS ANYWHERE, IF POSSIBLE. THE BASIC UNDER~'
STANDING ON THIS POINT 1S CONTAINED 'IN A MEMORANDUM OF .
COMVERSATION OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND EDEN.

" ON MARCH 9, 1953, EDEN HAD ASKED FOR AN ASSURANCE OF

CONSULTAT ION BY THE PRESIDENT WITH THE . PRIME NINISTER PRIOR

- " TO u. S. USE OF ANY. NUCLEAR wEAPou. -

"HE (THE PRESIDENT) SAID THAT THE ‘UNITED STATES T .
WOULD, OF COURSE, IN THE EVENT OF INCREASED - PRI
TENSION OR THE THREAT OF WAR, TAKE EVERY POSSIBLE !MT:;"
STEP TO CONSULT WITH BRITAIN AﬂD QUR OTHER QLLIES.

THE PRESIDENT RLAFFIRNED THIS UNDERSTANDING WHEN HE.

.. WROTE TO THE PRIME MINISTER ON OCTOBER 27, 1950, IN-
CONNECTION UITH THE HOLY LOCH BERTHING:. . L

"WITH REFERENCE TO THE LAUNCHING. OF MISSILES FROM : .o

U.S. POLARIS SUBMARINES, I GIVE YOU THE FOLLOWING L

ASSURANCE, WHICH OF COURSE 1S NOT- INTENDED-TO BE B

USED PUBLICLY. IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY, - - | ~

SUCH AS 'INCREASED TENSION OR THE THREAT OF .WAR, o
. THE U.S. WILL TAKE EVERY POSSIELE STEP TO CONSULT .

PR U - R L J SO e . . Lo U T L e e D, et e g
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WITH BRITAIN AND OTHER ALLIES THIS REAFFIRMS 'rm:
ASSURANCE 1 GAVE: FOREIGN SECRETARY EDEN ON .
- MARCH 9, 1953.%

‘.3. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE AGREEMENT FOR JOINT DECISION -

BY THE. PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER DOES NOT EXTEA&D TO -

ALL U.S. FORCES UNDER SACEUR AND SACLANT BUT ONLY COVERS

THOSE FORCES BASED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM WHICH ARE ASSIGNED

OR EARMARKED FOR ASSIGHMENT TO A NATO COMMANDER. THE OTHER . -
UsS. NUCLEAR FORCES UNDER SACEUR AND SACLANT WOULD ONLY BE *- o
COVERED BY THE MORE GENERAL UNDERSTANDING TO CONSULT IF TIME .
PERMITS. THE AGREEMENT FOR JOINT DECISION DOES, HOWEVER,

EXTEND TO ALL U.S. FORCES epmarwsl- WHETHER OR - = -
!‘.0‘1‘ THE.Y ARE UﬂDER SA‘:EUR OR SACLANT. “ Pommhdmmnndthmonﬁideot&cjnﬂm .

of the Interagency Security Clultﬂctﬁon Appeals Fanel.
4, THERE 1S ALSO AN UNDERSIQNDING N RESPECT OF U, 5. -

NUCLEAR WEAPONS. DEST INED FOR RELEASE IN EMERGENCY.TO manms
ATRCRAFT O . N
WHICH WAS SET OUT IN AN.EXCHANG c

BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER WILSON AND PRESIDENT JOHNSON IN 1355.‘ -
IN REPLY TO MR, WILSON'S LETTER OF AUGUST 5, 18653, PRESIDENT o
JOHNSON CONFIRMED IN A LETTER DATED 1l NOVEMBER 1965 ‘o
THAT "THE. NUCLEAR ¥EAPONS. INTENDED FOR USE BY NETHERLANDS

ASW FORCES.WOULD NOT BE RELEASED FOR USE IN ADVANCE OF

- THE JOINT DECISION ON RELEASE FOR USE TO UNITED STIATES ..' ;

iPLAN‘V RGGERS

)
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AND BRITISH FORCES' OF UNITED STATES ASW NUCLEAR WEAPONS -
ALSO STORED IN'THE UNITED KINGDOM UNDER THE . SAME NATO g::_






