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October 7, 1968 

TO: Bob Haldeman 

FROM: Rose Mary Woods 

Ev Hart called the New York office for -me 

today and I returned the call from the plane while we were 

in Washington, D. C. 

He said: "I wanted to call you about that thing 

that happened on Friday (the Pearson column). As far as the 

story is concerned -- it really happened. 

"About three weeks ago I talked with a fellow that 

I know - he is a lawyer - an acquaintance - and we got into the 

usual conversation about what RN is really like. You know how 

people ask whether in private a person who is in public life 

beats his wife - or drinks too much -or what-have-you. I said 

there is nothing like that at all. I said there are probably 

one or two little instances - I quoted that one incident - never 

thinking that it was going any further than the guy I was talking 

to. 

"Of course, what he or Pearson did was to take that 

little story and build a whole arti c le about it. 

"I was floored by the whole thing, particularly where 

they said I had been approached by one of his law partners. That 
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was completely wrong. What happened there -- he asked me 

whether I was going to do any work for him this year. I said' 

well a friend of mine was trying to arrange so~ething with a 

lawyer but I didn't think I would work this year. I will not 

be because of personal reasons -- I am leaving later this 

afternoon to go into the hospital for about 10 days for an 

operation. But I did not tell him it was for personal reasons. 

So he just mixed that all up. 

"But as to the story -- RN did hit me. (Here rrnw 

said - who was in the studio? He said - just myself and some 

newspaper men - a couple of the newspapers carried it the next 

day. 

"I was really mad because I had had a rib removed 

when I had had open heart surgery and that is where he hit me 

-- in the ribs. Ted Rogers was up in the control room watching 

this thing. The Boss apologized but I was so upset and the show 

was going to last four hours so I went up to Ted and said I am 

going on out to Los Angeles. I flew out with Jim Bassett instead 

of waiting to come with the group. 

"I will tell you how upset I was about it -- the 

day after the election in Los Angeles most of us were asked 

to come by - I don't know but I believe we were getting little 

campaign gifts or something. I didn't go in and I didn't come 

back on the plane to Washington with you." 



- 3 ­

At this point rmw said -- what was the name of 

the lawyer? He said - "I would rather not say." rmw said 

well he probably made some money on that story~· He said I don't 

think he would be after money - he makes good money and he lives 

at the UN PLAZA. He repeated that he had told him this three 

to three and one-half weeks ago. When he saw the column he 

realized that it must have been a set up. 

We talked about his going into the hospital for 

a few minutes and then I said -- don't you really think you 

should tell me the name of the man -- he said Freidberg. 

In case anyone else wants to talk with him -- I 

don't know why -- but he will be in University Hospital for 

the next ten days. 
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"OS : =:_
the campaignN .... 

is that we maintain the initiative . This will 

be primarily the role or the candidate but now is the time 

ror everybody in our organization;-including Surrogates, 

other speakers and top staff who talk to press as well 

as politicos who talk to State and County Chairmen across 

the country-to have the line and put it out as effectively 

as possible. Among the pOints that should be made are 

the following: 

1) The Coma-back theme: This has an immense appeal 
RAI~ it" 
and~ de not believe has adeqUately been covered in columns 

or the pres:::. Find ways to get it out pointing up the 

obvious , that RN accomplished this despite the overwhelming 
~ 

opposition of the financial establiShment~the press est­

ablishment and without huge financial resources, PR gimmicks 

etc. 

opportunity to point up the superb RN pre-Convention organiz­

ation, that it has high intellectual quality, great ~~ale 

and great loyalty . It will be recalled that one of Johnson's 

weaknesses is that very few people on his staff ~reallY 



loyal to him , due to his personal abuse of them. ~1't~ ~~~ 
~ f----'" ~~ art • .1 "..... • 7 

3) 4fH;~~i~m:. VQl~i tne Youth of the RN 
-r;t) organIzation : Lbw al!,8QQY iPJi!f'fe~€ed bo 

~ Ha~lQ~emwaan~~d~i~v~!&8ei&S~~ihI~a~t-mMiigghnt~g~e~t~t~h[iLS~B~eO~1~y~a~c~IM'O~S~B~~ 
4) The immense effect of the RN Acceptance Speech: 

It probably had a greater effect in shifting votes than any 

ac~~p~in the last 25 years. Several have sug­

gested thatARN prepared the speech on his own)and did 

not "try it out" or reveal any of the content to anybody 

except his secretary, simply hasn t t gotten across. "i iAink. 

~~s is a very impressive story to the average person 

who su~ects that all politicians are SimplY~~ 
the lines their ghosts have written for them. 

]....e..... Holm t" see-r;;iS st~~ut broadly. perhaps 

one way .. &iiIQ a sllQs1 d jarAT d1rsotjell to bring this off, is 

that when we reprint copies of the Acceptance Speech to dis­

tribute to people, tkat a brief paragraph at the outset 

point out how it was prepared and also the immense effect 

that it had. ~~~ many will say tha t \lfe shouldn It 

build on events of the past, ~let us not forget that 

Kennedy made mountains of yardage during the first two years 

of his presidency by referring to his Inaugural and hav~~ 

the press do likewise. I as" It t:Aiht.ct}ur people hav~e 
an' adequate job at 8~ in this respect as far as this speech 
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~i)
. 

is concerned . 

•


5) RN as Party unifier: 

Fhiladelt>l'l:ia Dalle'Bil'! lilBBj er-~98Bi'8~ eeia t pointed out 

that the week when we were at Mission Bay plus the swing 

to the major states was probably one of the majo~ political 

stories of our time and would have been covered as such 

had the Czech _ Revolution not occnrred in the 'same period. 

This story should be repeated over and over again-properly 

embellished-pointing out that RN fights hard but then is 

able to unify and bring the best men into the final organization . 

This will also giee a good impression as to how RN will 

handle the presidency once the battle is over • 

-~- In summary ~ ~ tla~k one of i;ft8 meijel' weakness.. 

of our campaign in the past has been the tendency of our 

entire staff~ and most of our supporters, simply to rely on 

RN's speeches and activities for our campaign success . We 
~~ 

are dOing better1\than we have pref/ ioUsly, tAte iJ4me but e­

tb~~ we can take a leaf out of the Kennedy book and rec­

ognize that at least 50% of the credit for his win in 1960 

and also for his immensely good press after the 1960 election 

· was due to the fac t that his staff and friends were con-

I stantly running their own campaigns in his behalf , and ~ 

i not just waiting for him to carry the ball . *' "alit This r •.J ~ 
done at all levels -- on the campaign plane, from the Citizens 

glDUp in Washington and from the Campaign Headquarters in 
. -aA..u.c.e~Il4~IIUIIJ~~ AL7 ~- ­
. New York • • ~ner~ a:t . " ~~a,. -" ~ 
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O~f vital importance, is the point ~ ha08 8M~R881B8. 

OP s ft llQP9:1 eeS9S 1 9pS, that we mwt play the confident 

line from now until November, regardless of what develop­

ments occur. We are on the offen sive and we must stay 

on the offensive . ~Ia'i\,r, t'Q~ Hetfftf)le, shoo:ld qait Oeferltl!Ilg 

tus Qi.il ftl~lts Ieeer~ 8RQ g~ 8M i~8 8tt9:Q~ The Democrats 

are demoralized, and we must keep them demoralized. We 

should exude confidence, not cockiness, indicating that 

welre going to run an all-out campaign and pour it on, but 

that we do so knowing that we are ahead and that we pln 

to stay ahead and extend our lead so that we can elect a 

Republican House and a lot of ReptiJ lican Senators as well. 

It is important that all of our major speakers take this 

line )and particularly important\ that those who are on the 

plane and talking with the press and ~ the local 

politicos exude it. It is also important that those who 

have contact with RN take this line and not come in cQniteRtl~ 

with long faces ~ time something goes 

n my file 

calls and in the period 

between Oregon and the of our staff, 

politicos around telling us ~ lost 

momentum ll out the horrible ere 

going to h This doesn't mean that these 
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t,.ts sl:l91:i1:1e flO+: b~ advocated strollgly whele anybody 

b@lieves them . It does mean, heuel".lel', that w:A811 there 

isn ' t much T can dO ahollt the 5i tllati on, there is no r8)oeen-
fQl: ll;r;:;111@i~S tbe stllff to ree 800 be~c1:u:l tlla t, ,J,Iha t we 

have to remember is that confidence in and of itself breeds 

confidence. Leo!'! ! t "lint tQ see any hangdog expreee10lRa 

gn... aRjrQQQY 's fiC e anytime between now ana HOVQ~~~ 

# # # 



------------



Oth8Y 

!1the man for the times," The Churchill analogy is probably 

appropriate. Churchill was "in the wilderness Tl as he put 

it during the 130s but was called back to lead his country 

in a period of crisis. What we must do is to knock down the 

idea that, by manipulation and because of political debts 

that were due RN, he was able to get the nomination. We ' ve 

got to point out that he won the nomination because of his 

own strength and not just because of the weakness and con­

fusion of his opponents, 

----I------With~--bhef refere~ to the ~earch Group ,ee~~ 

:!::!H!I"&8ofIgg the- groqp whi~h are locat'ed in New YOrk,~uld be 


ready with the materials to counter-attack on Hubert when 


he starts to crack us, Hubert's inconsistencies, big spend­

ing, and some of the personal vulnerabilities ~efi Ge9~~ -., 

M!tcK1RftOlJ is aware 
L, 

of'. 1i's a matter of f"acT, MaC!IC1mlOll Ju1:ght-­

be a very ~eod lIIall to quarterback this operat~otl Oil an-­





"How much do you feel you know about 
stands for -- a great deal, a fair 

Great 
Deal 

a Battleground States 	 13% 
4 Southern States 	 15% 

Texas 	 16% 

California 14% 
Illinois 12% 
Michigan 12% 
Missouri 15% i 
Ohio 11% I 

New Jersey 11% 
Pennsylvania 13% 
Wisconsin 12% 

Strong Republican 14% 
Not very strong Republican 9% 
Independent leaning Republican 14% 
Independent .11% 
Independent leaning Democrat 13% 
Not very strong Democrat 8% 
Strong Democrat 18% 

Men 16% 
Ivoro.en 9% 

wnite 12% 
Negro 13% 

Metro areas - central cities 16% 
Outside central cities 12% 
Outside metro areas 11% 

21 - 25 years of "age 8% 
26 - 29 9% 
30 39 100/0 
40 - 49 13% 
50 64 16% 
65 years and over . 15%

I 
II Under $5,000 income 
I 	

$5,000 - $9,999 
$10,000 and over 

High school incomplete 
or less 

High school gradua.te 
Some college or more 

*Less than Mo. 

ubert Humphrey and what he 
ount, or very little?" 
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41 
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31 
42 
31 
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41 
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41 
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29 
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"How much do you feel you know about George Wallace and what he 
stands for -- a great deal, a fair amount, or very little?" 

Great Fair Very No 
Deal Amount Little Nothing opinion 

8 Battleground States 17% 28 36 16 3 
4 Southern States 24% 30 31 12 3 

Texas 	 23% 31 31 13 2 
i 

California 18% 29 37 14 2 
Illinois 15% 30 35 18 2 
Michigan 19% 29 34 15 3 
Missouri 17% 27 36 17 3 
Ohio 14% 29 34 17 6 
New Jersey 17% 26 36 18 3 
Pennsylvania 14% 27 40 17 2 
Wisconsin 14% 29 40 13 4 

Strong Republican 15% 30 39 14 2 
Not very strong Republican 12% 32 40 15 1 
Independent leaning Republican 22% 32 32 11 3 
Independent 20% 29 33 15 3 
Independent leaning Democrat 21% 35 31 11 2 
Nat very strong Democrat 13% 27 40 17 3 
Strong Democrat 17% 24 34 21 4 

Men 19% 29 35 14 3 
Women 14% 28 37 18 3 

White 16% 30 38 14 2 
Negro 24% 19 22 28 7 

Metro areas - central cities 19% 26 33 18 4 
Outside central cities 16% 30 . 37 15 2 
Outside metro areas 14%' 27 40 16 3 

.. 
21 - 25 years of age 22% 27 36 14 1 
26 29 23% 32 31 11 3 
30 - 39 17% i 34 35 11 3 
40 49 18% : 31 34 14 3 
50 - 64 15% 26 38 18 3 

I 65 years and over 9% 20 42 26 3 
I 
r 	 Under $5,000 income 12% 20 39 25 4 

$5,000 - $9,999 17% 27 38 15 3 
$10,000 and over 20% 36 32 10 2 

IHigh school incomplete 
or less 12% : . 21 39 24 . 4 

High school graduate 16% : 31 37 ·13 3 
Some college or more 23% 35 32 8 2 



"If Hubert Humphrey were elected President, do you think the 
policies of his administration would be very much like the 
policies of the Johnson Administration, a little bit different 

quite a bit different? 

I 

I ' 
I . 

from the Johnson Administration, or 

Very 
Much 
Like 

8 Battleground States 44% 
4 Southern States 54% 

Texas 47% 

California 46% 
Illinois 44% 
Michigan 42% 
Missouri 44% 
Ohio 44% 
New Jersey 41% 
Pennsylvania 45% 
Wisconsin 42% 

Strong Republican 59% 
Not very strong Republican 53% 
Independent leaning Republican . 52% 
Independent 45% 
Independent leaning Democrat 37% 
Not very strong Democrat 39% 
Strong Democrat 35% 

Men 48% I 
\fomen 40% 

White 46% 
Negro 26% 

Metro areas - central cities 40% 
Outside central cities 46% 
Outside metro areas 46% ' . 

21 - 25 years of age · 39% 
26 - 29 43% 

44%30 39 
40 49 44% 
50 64 45% 
65 years and over 46% 

Under $5,000 income 44% 
$5,000 - $9,999 43% 
$10,000 and over 46% 

High school incomplete 
or less 42% 

High school graduate 46% 
Some college or more 45% 

Little 
Bit 

Different 

38 
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37 

37 
39 
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38 
39 
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37 
41 

28 , 
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36 
35 
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43 

36· 
41 
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43 
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10 

10 

,12 
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14 
,12 
11 
11 

· 11 
13 

7 
7 
8 

12 
14 
13 
17 

· 11 
12 

11 
20 

14 
10 
12 

11 
11 
10 
12 
13 
13 

'14 
12 
10 

14 
11 
10 

No 

Opinion · 
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6 
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6 
6 
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7 
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6 
5 
4 
8 
5 
5 
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5 
7 

5 
11 
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5 
6 

5 
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