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October 6, 1568

MEMO FRCM DICK McCORMACK

RE: JOHNSON PEACE MOVES

Reports from Parlis L
are priVutOlj inforning the pr
bombing pausc

Other reports from YWoshington, incliuding Jsmos Resten's
column in today's Sunday Times, sugzest that Seceretary of Defense

Clifford favors such & pause.

Vance has Just returned from Paris, reporiedly to0 recome-
mend this course of actica to LiJ,

Iﬁaks from such individuals &rc not likely witihout
Presidential blessing. Quite possibly thsy profiude &n announces-
ment frcm Johnson that he Mwill go onre stoh farther in ths search
for peace."

I think that thig is guite likely and that 1L v
oceur very soon, probably w&chﬁ the context of & comprenensive
progress report on Vietnam to the people.

Probably the bembing poucse offer will be cou;

a threat to recsume borbing over oll of orth Vietnin 7
no progress in Paris within a cervain {ime, or 4f the lor:

Vietnamese take advantage of thas bombing halt to l&&nva neWw atiilks
in or arcund the D M,Z. The Jonhnson spcech may al SIIOUNTE
enother "peace search"” trip to South Tast A3ia. whpuum Bloos

and the Secretary of the tuvj ; ggmarate bul pawailul Joomic:

to this area may have dbeen for the purpoze of setting tuuagu AR

cc. K bwee Wﬁwéfw O, @l
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in executive session in Alglers to try once agaln to search for an

. s
R,V Alivn

BIAFRA;STATEMENT

During the past few weeks we have withnessed Nigeria's civil
war assume ever more tragic préportions. ‘Bilafran fears of atroci-
ties and genocide, and CentraliGovernment obsession with total
victory have brought efforts ﬁé extend meanlngful assistance to the
thousands of Ibo children starving daily to a complete standstill.

The Red Cross and other céncerned relief agencles have rushed
mountains of baby food and othér prOGein rich nourishments to the
borders df beleaguered Biafra,_where it rots~while 6000 Ibo young-

sters perish every day, with thousands more children suffering per-

manent physical and mental_impalrmenqg,

1
44
[}
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On Monday, Sept. 9, the Organization of African Unity will :

\!
3

African solution to this catastrophy. They will try to succeed at
what Biafran and Central .Government negotiations in Addis Ababa nave

failed for months to accomplisﬁ: a humane and Jjust compromise. Thus

far this senseless delay has cost the lives of hundreds of *housancs
of - - Ibo children, numanlty can tolerate no furtner delay
at the expense of these innocents.

The time for token gestures, platitudes, and other meauxngxpss
declarations of concern and reéret.is long past. Conscience demands
that our Government bring 'immediate and direct pfessure uporn. doti
Biafra‘and the Central Governmept to permit the'distribution of
relief food to thse now needleﬁsly dying in the agony of starvation.
Our own vast alriift capacity can greatly contribute to tiwg .tass. &
5#14,2 ¥ The rorevcran IR NN fﬂo#,ﬁxgy,;’? Fod o 2% <

uch an act by our Government might well breﬁx the pregg.v
diplomatic log Jam and create the atmosphere for - :eneral COmMPro=-

mise settlement.
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{, Buchanan = Cctober 2, 1968

Agnes Waldron = S - ce:  Greenspan/illen

Administration Actions to Influence the 1956 Ilection

The following material was prepared by Dick McCormack. -

& ;’QF' Soalala

1. Aupgust 11, Proesident Johnson assigacd Haroiman 1o ézﬁfcrc Ly
Yand all signs of peaceful intentions by Hanoi, no maoucr how falint.

2. August 24, Johnson endorsed provosals for an all Asian confer-
ence to settle the Vietnam war, but CGleon that "we 4o not
want to make it appear thau we are trjinv O direct it or force it

3. Sept. 5

Johnson said-that a U.S. troow wzthd awval f:om South
- Vietnam is dependant upon a pull-out of Communist forces.
%, Sept. 11. South Vietnam voters (80.8% of those elizidle) elected
a 117 wmember constituent assembdly to gdraft a new cons»i;at on and

pave the way for restoration of civilian rule in 1907.

-5, Sept. 1k, "Encouraged" by what he called a "vote of confidernce®
- Irom the people of South Vietuam, President Johnson nalled teoday
‘tne "real progress and growing momentun' in that nation's ecc-
nomic and social rehabilitation. Johnson zlso nmade p“b;;c an
18,000 word report by Robert ﬁomev reviewing the accomplisizment
in non-mmlitary programs run Jjolutly by the U.S. and S. e

6. Sept. 22, Ambassador Goldberz stated that the U.S. will he
- the bombing of North Vietnam when it received assurances, priv
or otherwise that Hanol would respend by a reduction o its
effort. The U.S. would then %e prepared to participate in a
wutual withdraval of wilitary. forces under nternationai'supervision.A

'v

J&uua ese,

7. Sept. 27. President Johnson aunsunced that he nad accen

- . invitation of President Marcos of the’ Dhi.t.ipplnes to atter

heads of government conference in Manila o discuss the V
- conflict. '

. 8. October Y%, Official leaks reported that French Foreign Minister
- Couve de Murville had told President Johnson that Nortn Vietnaz
‘no longer believes it can -achieve a mllluary victory, but that
1t was not yet in a mood for negotiations\ (Prooao¢y ceme Irom
a State Dept. backgrounder) . :

t

9; Cctober 3. Johnson ruled out ending ﬁhe bombing of Nortn Vietnex

- without an indication that Hanol will, in. turn, deescaliztc Lis
military activities in Soutn V;eunam.
10. October 6. Johnson lef for a 17-day trip to the Far Zast o
inciude attendinz the Manila Conference. Also visited Jew Zealand,
£y Surnrise

A st‘alia, Tnai;and Ko¢ea, Malasia and Souu“ V“u:‘;zv
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visit to Cam Ranh Bay., "With 700 correspondents carcnicliny
the mutual back-scratching with Asian politicians, the finely
.honed 'joint communiques’, the not so cecret ‘'backzround bricf-
ings', there can be no éouou that Jonnson will domlnate thne
American headlines for two weeks." A(Carl Rowan, 10/.9/68)

In the background briefings, the "peace search! aspect ol tkhe

Johnson Journey received heavy emphasis. _

"3ut one official accompanying the President noted %hat not wuch

time was avallable for planalng tho wlssion or for identilying
- the areas where real movement is likely." (Star 11/19/64;

...volceESs
—~ - i ,’*wv by
at ":istnﬁ \u.f‘:}

11, October 18. "“Johnson Sees Asia ab 1Turning Poi

i , Confidence at First Stop of 17-Day Tour of the

P Jonnson speech reasserted the United States pledge of ulilitary

P ald to the area "as long as danger threatens'. ut (**w

£ speech) renounced agaln all interest in special stal ?p ivileze,
uerritorf or perpetual base r&gnus. It lockel ahead Lo tae cay

_.when Asians would provide more and more for their own ée;ense.‘
(10/18/66) NYT Speech of&ered olive branch to coumunist Chinz.
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12. October 26, Johnson pleages troops abrCam Rann Bay. "We szell
~ - never let you down, nor your 10ivhuing conrades, nor the
15 million peonle of South Vietnam nor the hundreds of millicns
. of Asians who are coanting on us to show here - nere in Soutn
Vietnam unat aggression doesn't pay an that aggressmo“ can'c
succeed.
" AT the 1 anila Conference 1tsell the coummunique mentioned that:
"The Government of Vietnam described the signi;icant wilitary
© .~ progress being made against aggression.',
< sotn Ky and WeSumoreland made opuimlstlc numanltarlan Sgeecnes
. ~about progress in Vietnan.

e e gt

13. DNovember 9. Secretary NcNamara flew to the Texas ¥nite House
-~ to announce a dramatic reduction in draft calls three days
oefo“* the election., This 1n fact Toox place, In October,
49,000 men were drafted, in November, 37,600, Decerber, 12,*00
c\amara also annou*ced taat the n“"oe: of a“"oeps in Vietnaz
would continue to grow at a lower rate tnan ‘n 1966

FURTHER AMPLIF CA”‘ION N ,m OF T:IESE -Do NTS CAN BT PROVIDED
w.u,:zm A FEW HOURS.' ** : | T e T
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TO NaT AUCHANAN
TROH DICK MCCORNACK .

R SED STATEGENT BY NIXON ON HiMMPIREY.S
DEEPLY SADDENED TONIGHT T0 LIARN OF
INESS TU *aana YOUNG AMERICAN LIVESIN
FEW CHEAD POLITICAL POI
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Coniep On
SLEDER THaAT NEITHER HE WNOR I VOUL D OFFER HANOI f]f:ﬁ"ER PI&?«G::
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HAVE OFFERET

v YS LATER HE STATED THAT ¥& WOULD { NV ETENT
TEMPT TFE VEN INEaNGI TO D=Ra Hi n it Hop
A BETTER DZeL OUT OF wE Te g
ODAY BY ANNOUNCING THET 40

i HE 1S ELECTED, ME H 34

HE WOULD NOT DO- HZ I ¥
FATH OUR NEGOTIATORS IN PARIS.
OR MONTH ATORS i z T

A
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IF HaANOI WOULD

S NOW OUR MVLL”
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A
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IETNAN B SOME REQIPRC
INDICATION THAT THE LEVEL OF FIGHTING INTSGUTH

REDUCED. THIS THE NORTH VIETNAYESE nwvu CONSISTEWNTLY PEFUSED o
Vi HUNPHREY 15 AYARE THAT Wi HaAVE ALREADY USPENED THE
FONORTE VIZTNAM ZIGHT TINMZS, ONCE FOR Vuﬁﬁ THAN FIVE YEZXE &
.
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OF THESE BOMBING PAU SES HAS BRUOUGHT WEACE. INSTZAD EACH HaS

THE %JR‘H VIETNAVMESE TO RUSH TRCK TRUCK LOADS OF TROOPS &ND ANMUNITION
T

O THE BORDERS OF SUQTE VIETNAWG
0N MARCH 3L THE bRLSID?N* ANNONGED A ZOMBRINGSUSPENSIE
MORE THAN 75 5 OF NORTH VIETWNAN'S TEFMRIROTIV.FANOIS ONLY
TGO THIS HASBEEN TO DOUBLE THE ”&4 OF SUPPLIES AND WAR A
IN THROUGCH THE RARTOF HoISHONG AND TO STER PP THEIR ATACKS
TERROEISH IN THE S50UTH.
CR SCUE ‘%a NO¥W, NORTH VIETNAY B X
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ABLE TO FCRESTALL THIS BY ACGPE Y 20 NG ALL SU
UPS. FRHUMPHREY NOW PROPOSES TO GIVE TE YC%Tﬂ VIETNAMES
SARTUATRY FriOM WHICH TO LAUNCH 47TTA J 1
IN THE S0UTH.

BY ARNNOUNCIRNG MNOYW THAT HE WiLl H O
FOUR MG NTHES FROM NOWIF ELRECTED, T i z HI HORYTH
CLEAR NOTICE THAT ALL THEY HaVE 70 DO IS WaAIT AND THEYW

Z BEEN D i K
a

i 1
THANDING FOR MANYMONTHS IN P2RIS. UNDER TLERSE
APECT THE NORTH VIZTNAWESE TO NEGOTIATE S
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I L;‘wa‘\‘n,;' STRLE ATTITUDEON THE HART (. 4 1Ak

SR OPRESTM HNITED STATES . TG
LLY THE CONSEQUENCHS N His

S l"u\f’\‘o‘Jf\
VIETNANONCE AGALIN, o0 HETRAGCT WIS
PROPISED STATEMIENT .

GEST ThAT VE TREAT THIS aAS-ECT OF THE HUNMNPHREY SPEECEH
TELY. AND HAVE SOME OTHER NIVOHN SPO! EShAN DEAL Wl

HIS COMMENTS AND DISTCRTIONS.

RMN=DT
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Memorandum to Mr. Richard Allen ; Lo
From Richard McCormack f , &
Topict Vietnam Status: Inquiries in Washingion

My initiel convarsatiéns reinforced several une
surprising conclusions: !
| (1) There has been abaoclutely no progress
. of substance in Parés.é
(2) The North Vietnamese strategists : ..
base thelr hopes on an ultimate collapse of the
Thieg.Ky-Huong Government.
(3) A majo: do-or«dis atteck on Saigon.
.‘eoineiding with a surfacing and parivicipation of the
substantial number of V. C. agents already in Ssigon
- can be expected before the U.S, election ~ posaibly
very scon. :
{4) "General Abrams is held generally in
- gerhiblgher esteem by professicnals and eolleagues
then was hig predecessor,

Bundy'a assistant in cﬁargc of coordinating the Payis
negotiations in Washington, Haywerd Isham, confirmed that
Humpibepids comments abouti"atrams in the wind" were
nonsense end that they actually had the effect of harden-
ing the North Vietnamese negotiators' peosition,

e S ——e s, S e .
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cemonstrated a sreat desd ol ttorness wnout the Gofeatd
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. .\.v\ - " . Ny o F 2 & A - AT
of the Me Carthy forces and by (he cinmiloy herd iins
el e Wi N Ca ™ g o e o
o bovh major partiest platloras.on Vietnwa,.
P ) i meeey o pn g o Be &£ ae L v N o R W]
Shom felt that preowess in the Feris ftalis woald
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c¢ oparked less by a new Us 5. aduln
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concrete potitical or miliigm; events In Soulh Vietnum,
Heestated that the V.C. azealts wore toyins o encouraie

* s 4 [ - A by 2 1 P o s
disgruntled South Vietnaucoe noliticians to underaine g

Thileu CGovernment., They ha'e, however, met with very iitiic
suceesy thus far,
PN 4

Several things could change this, however. 2rices
have soared wildly within The lzat Tew wegks,., For '
gxample, the vlack marzet wrice of the <olliar had goons
from X700 pliostees Lo an wiproasdented 210, Rice end
other stenled have similarly risen, A deflating piastive
gould plunge cut of siznt in the event cof ancther

- Lo —
proionzed Vo€, ettack o Suigon. Thils evoatuallly could
cause a Govermment crisis of the fizlt megnitude, Ho c¢ne
Becus to lnow for certain mnj this infliction 18 nov
resvnming on this scale, Chinese black marketsars 5, wi
regulate the black market price of the doller in Saizon,
clearly contributed, Odily, tuhcre secms to be e suriiking

3 i

parellicl between the dlack woriket rates in Hong Kool
cad Scizen. Yet the VO, uandouwstodly nave increoacd Ths
cressure en Soigon, driving: uz ho nyice of L0 CLllL oL LG
cbout lMe Carthy's presidirclal wwesypacts has o0 o conderituicd

-
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In any cage, the tan*wiv~ o the plestre iz Slreecily

in thnodr Goverromont's

¢

roloted o Vigtnamene cc““¢cauc
ability to cope with <he V,C This yecent infleticnar;
trend, therefore, nmust be blomﬂlj watched,.

My, Nguyen Hoan, c»ar;e dfalfalres atithe Vicltnurese
Exbassy 1n Washington, ﬁiséus:ed the general situciticon
in Vietnan with ne for an hour. On guesticns such o
what areas of policy end §§actice cae should change to
improve the war effort, Hcéz reoucsted a week's reoopil
s0 that he and his colleagues could prepere a full and
considered answer.

Hoan ¢id, howaver, o “; 55 how lmportent he folt
two actions were: oneg, 4&c ctle:aﬁicn of the erming of

local Belf-defense counclls and, two, organising Llosg

groups throughout the coudu‘,. I expect Hoan wlll

£

provide us with some pelitlcaﬁly useful informaticn in
the weeks to come,
Colenel Robert Cutlaw, Congressional Liaison, DOD,

frered to set up regular »t&tus briefl 1nus ¢n Vietnan

O

¥

following receipﬁ of a letter of introducticn from tha Nixoen
Headguarters.
Proposed follow-up activ1tic :

-y

(a) Before mj next visit to Washington I chall
attempt to arrange a mec%i*g vath former Secretary of Delonse
lic Hamara to explore IUU3 rumored dovish ettitudes,

'(§) T wili aﬁuo reet with the Dontoon bricfons

in a series of destailed briefings on the gtatus ol &
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also revisit my inltial contlolil
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Lict of Contacts: ‘

nmuyen eoon
Chavrse dfAfTaires , i
Zubzssy of Vietaan ;
Johnx Bu “*e |
Fsed of @ .
Vietns:n hsrni ~“0ua |
Depariment of State ?
Hayward Ishen ' |
Su.éy‘s Assistent in charze of Puris negotiationsccordinaticn
]
Zeenarad Suliivan S :

Tirccetor of CDIRE, Scuthecasty Asia
20D

Colonel Robert OCublay o S : N o
thrcssiOﬂal Lisiscon : '
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be stressed.

To prevent misunderstandings, the group should coordinate regularaly
with the Embassy and MACV., I think a member of the ZEmbassy staff
should be included on all official visits-with South Vietnamese N
leaders,

Any group which lacks a rather’ thorough familiarity with the
situation in Vietnam will unavoidably become a victin of the

slick briefings which all American agencies in Vietnam have
developed to cope with the hoard of VIP visitors which

come to Vietnam for varying periods.

Any group which comes to Vietnam with very strong views, either
hawkish or dovish, and only rcmains for a ten day or two weex

period can not be expected to return to the United States -

with anything nmore profound or useful than a stfengthening

of previous prejudices. The task force, in any case, should

rernain at least a month in Vietnam and keep control of their
schedule, lest they be taken on a circuit of the best refugee

camps, the most successfully pacified hamlets, and elite

ARVI units.

Most of the professionals associated with Vietnan havev

been with the present Administration in one capacity or another.
In our search for " frésh, objectivg,thinking",%Es\should beware
of the pitfalls of Amateurism.

dithin a large diverse group, there may be a temptation for
those(memgers who feel that their opinions are not being given

sufficient weight to attempt to win thelir cass

through the press.



My own feelings are that we should convene a snall groun
of knowledgable people, includi
knows RN very well and in whom RI
begin an immediate study of the situation in Vietnam and Farics,

Within a very few waeks I thialr thet this
be sent To Vietnanm. Withoul compromising
thie Goverament of South Vietnam by a »remature uncualified
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promise of support, the head of thi
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what he can to restore seli confidence to the Governnent of
Fal

Fresident Thieu. Thieu lost an immense amount of face

as a result of the Johnson declaration and the pprecsding
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confrontaﬁions between Dunker and Thieu. It mely
important!that all the careful work of consolidating vower under
Presidenthhieu not be in vain. The imerican people will
give us t%e time to repeat this process in event of another coup.

£

Uﬁtll this can be done to restore self confidence,

I
to resumg negotiations in Paris would be very uawise. Thieu
has been made to look lilke an American puppet, which is of courss,
how [Hanol has been attempting to portray him for years.

So much face has. been lost that it might well be wise

to encourage the Jouhnson Adminisfration To petmit the South

Vietname%e to stall for a number of weeks.

/Thé President Slect, by spealting out or withholding zomment,
has a significant weapon to influence the Johnson administration.
I think at very least he should at the outset demand a basic

veto on major policy questions which come up between election

and Jan 20. Johnson'sg apparent obscssion with his place



historymight well lead him to follow uavise policies in an attempt
to solve the Vietnamese problem. Such hasty or ill considered
action by LBJT during these next vital three months could

not only immensely complicate the teslh of the ew President,

but also so compromise our negotiating positlion as to permit ultiums

a communist takeover.



