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((This Is My Mother)s Land)) 

President Nixon's Roots 
in Rural Southern Indiana 
By Herbert R. Hill 


Editor of Outdoor Indiana 


Long bdore 1816, when it became 
the 19th of the United States , Indiana 
was a challenging proving ground for 
leaders in American public life and 
government. 

Ambitious and restless men came 
to the Ohio Country-the Old North­
west-from a Virginia amply en­
dowed with talent and prestige. Four 
of our first five Presidents were Vir­
ginians. The foremost leaders of In­
diana Territory were frequently from 
the Old Dominion. As soon as mul­
tiple routes of entry were developed, 
all of the Seaboard contributed pio­
neers to Indiana. 

As it became apparent that our 
national manifest destiny would next 
flower in the trans-Allegheny Mid­
lands the political importance of In­
diana rose rapidly. The admixture of 
activist settlers produced a breed 
which was vocal, vigorous, and on 
occasion even pugnacious. They 
quickly recognized that regional po­
litical power could greatly influence 
decisions which would mean eventual 
success or quick failure for their eco­
nomic efforts. The Hoosiers literally 
kicked , elbowed and shouted their 
way to the forefront of American 
public life. 

From 1840 until 1940 almost 
every election found at least one na­
tional candidate with some Hoosier 
connection. Indiana voting for many 
years was in October, and the state 
was regarded as a beacon. Although 
Indiana has an area that is the small­
est mainland state West of the moun­
tains, her electorate is still articulate, 
forthgoing and frequently unpredict­
able in ways that give the state special 
prominence in national political con­
siderations. 

Indiana has directly produced for 

the Nation two Presidents and four 
Vice-Presidents. 

In 1840 Virginia-born William 
Henry Harrison, who had been Gov­
ernor of Indiana Territory from 1800 
to 1812, was elected the 9th Presi­
dent. And as an example of second­
ary Hoosier influence, in 1848 Zach­
ary Taylor, who had soldiered with 
Harrison in the Tippecanoe cam­
paign of 1811, was elected President. 

In 1888 the grandson of President 
Harrison-Benjamin Harrison-was 
elected the 23rd President. He was 
Ohio-born and his mother was a 
Pennsylvanian. He spent his adult life 
in Indianapolis, where his home (like 
that of William Henry Harrison at 
Vincennes, Indiana) is an Historic 
Landmark Memorial today. 

Abraham Lincoln's Kentucky-born 
mother is buried in Southern Indi­
ana. And Hoosiers never fail to point 
out that the Great Emancipator lived 
the 14 formative years from the 
ages of 7 to 21 in Southern Indiana. 
(See Outdoor Indiana, February, 
1971.] 

The only President of the United 
States to have a native Hoosier par­
ent is Richard Milhous Nixon, our 
37th President, whose mother was 
born in Jennings County. 

The career and conduct of Presi­
dent Nixon clearly reflect the abiding 
influence of his sturdy Indiana ances­
try. Too, they demonstrate the lively 
interest of nearly all Hoosiers in local 
self-government (we Hoosiers call it 
home rule) as well as the peace, prog­
ress and prosperity of the NatiC?n. 

For those Hoosier-born-for those 
Hoosier-reared-for those coming to 
live in Indiana as adults and who 
seriously try to comprehend the dis­
tinctive Hoosier culture-it is not dif­
ficult to appraise the heritage of his 

maternal ancestry In Richard Mil­
hous Nixon. 

Not discounting also the influence 
of his Ohio-born father and the im­
pact of fortuitous circumstances, we 
prefer to believe that Richard Nixon's 
deep sense of patriotism, his persist­
ence in the face of disappointments 
and rejection, his flair for exciting po­
litical action, his patience and cour­
age in administering the World's most 
difficult assignment, and his convic­
(ion that America must both defend 
and develop her leadership of the 
World, have derived to a consider­
able extent from his Hoosier lineage 
and its frontier self-sufficiency. 

It is apropos, therefore, to study 
the antecedents of Hannah Milhous, 
who was born March 7, 1885, in 
Bigger Township of Jennings County 
in Southeastern Indiana as the third 
daughter of devout Quaker parents. 
Strangely, very little has been written 
about the family. The facts here set 
forth were not easily obtained. 

But the evaluation of those facts, 
when viewed from the Hoosier per­
spective, helps to explain much about 
President Nixon. Sensitive as he is 
to the play of both heredity and en­
vironment on every individual, he 
himself has put utmost importance on 
the ancestral heath-or, in this case, 
a 19th Century Southern Indiana 
farm whose rolling acres had been 
utilized principally for the production 
of nursery stock, but which could not 
support the yield that industrious hus­
bandry could get from more fertile 
country. 

President Nixon visited his ances­
tral neighborhood for the first time 
when he came to Vernon, Indiana, on 

Hannah Milhous Nixon, the ~ 
President's Mother, as She Looked 

at the Age of 12, Just Before 
Leaving Indiana for California. 
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tensive U. S. Army installation 
stretching in Ripley and Jefferson 
Counties from South of U. S. High­
way 50 almost to Madison. 

Every child walked, walked, walk­
ed. Horses were for field work or for 
purposeful conveyance. Walking en­
abled you to pause and contemplate 
the bali-roIling antics of the busy 
tumble-bug, or to make angel prints 
in the dust with the full mark of a 
girlish foot. 

H was that same Southern Indiana 
dust-at least ankle-deep by July­
which in 1863 had risen in ominous 
clouds to signal the dreaded advance 
of General John Hunt Morgan's Ken­
tucky Bluegrass horsemen as the rebel 
raiders came up from Vienna and 
Lexington in Scott County to threaten 
Vernon and its trembling countryside. 

On July 11, 1863, with pursuing 
Federal troops only some hours be­
hind them, Morgan's main force of 
2,200 cavalry was confronted by the 
Jennings County Home Guard at the 
Paris Ford at the South edge of Ver­
non. (There is a bridge now at the 
old ford, just North of the junction 
of State Highways 3 and 7.) 

Discouraged by news of decisive 
victories at Gettysburg and Vicks­
burg, but still defiant, Morgan fell 
back, to arc Northeastward through 
Dupont and Bryantsburg and tempo­
rarily capture the Ripley County seat 
of Versailles before departing from 
a much-relieved Indiana at Harrison, 
Ohio (Northwest of Cincinnati.) [For 
a detailed account of Morgan's Raid 
through Southern Indiana, see Out­
door Indiana, July, 1970. One of the 
dramatic chapters of Jessamyn West's 
The Friendly Persuasion is a Mil­
hous ancestor's account of Morgan's 
Raid.] 

Spring was always a very busy sea­
son at Sycamore Valley Nursery, 
which had been expanded by the in­
dustrious Milhous family to include 
133 acres on the East bank of Rush 
Branch. [See the map on Page 17 for 
a better understanding of places here­
with mentioned.] 

Each Spring the young fruit trees 
and other salable plants must be dug 
for delivery, seedlings must be coaxed 
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along for later grafting with valued 
scions from the East, and all the while 
attention politely paid to those cus­
tomers who preferred to drive up to 
the place. 

Some of these customers came from 
many miles away, for Joshua Milhous 
was well-spoken-of as a superior 
nurseryman, even though Time has 
erased some of his much-deserved Or­
charding fame. These visitors chose 
to select their stock personally in the 
Milhous fields. Also they sought to 
learn of the Sycamore Valley meth­
ods. (Just how did Milhous do it, 
anyhow?) 

Most of the orders had already 
been taken by farm-to-farm solicita­
tion, tirelessly pursued by Joshua Mil­
hous and oldest son Franklin. So se­
cure was their reputation for sure­
to-grow stock, honestly priced and as 
advanced horticulturally as any in the 
West, that farmers awaited this off­
season solicitation with the same 
eager expectation that was aroused in 
more recent years by the annual ar­
rival of the seed catalogues. 

Apples were a Milhous specialty. 
There were Winesaps, Pippins, North­
ern Spy, Rambos, Russets and Ben 
Davis. There were Delicious, Rome 
Beauty, Roman Night, Maiden Blush, 
and such yellow varieties as Transpar­
ent and Grimes Golden. 

Some apples were juicy enough 
and tart enough to be preferred for 
cider-making. If extra tang were de­
sired, a peck of crab apples was 
added to the batch in the hopper of 
the press. The cider, in varying stages 
of hour-old sweetness to nippy hard­
ness, was kept in kegs and barrels in 
every farmhouse cellar. Later it would 
go to vinegar, or in the case of some 
families be distilled as apple brandy. 
(The natives called it applejack, or 
Jersey lightnin'.) 

Sweet cider was enjoyed by every­
one, in an era before carbonated bev­
erages and such. You could be a 
strait-laced temperance man and" still 
properly appreciate sweet cider. How­
ever, if left to its own aging, the cider 
could, eventually, have the livening 
effects of hard liquor. But there were 
many who declared it was as health­
ful and beneficial as the high-alcohol­

content medicines that were camou­
flaged by amazing labels. And the 
pomace (pummies) - the waste 
shaken from the press cloth and 
and dumped a short distance from 
the mill-was welcomed by the hogs, 
who were unable to recognize a 
WCTU ribbon. 

Also at Sycamore Valley Nursery 
there were cherry trees, pear trees, 
and small fruits. There were new 
varieties of grapes and berries, from 
Upper New York and Maryland. The 
way to re-establish a family orchard 
was to go to Milhous. And many 
families set aside five to 10 acres 
for their own needs. 

Hannah missed in California the 
unforgettable clank of the cleated 
broad iron tires of the threshing en­
gine as it advanced down the rocky 
rutted road to the next farm. And the 
table-groaning noonday dinners that 
the women must prepare for the big 
appetites of the men folks all along 
the threshing run. 

Later, as time permitted and needs 
dictated, the wheat would be taken to 
Wilson's Mill, there to be ground into 
fresh white flour by the big granite 
burrs which did the job much better, 
it was long believed, than those later 
factory-made steel rollers. 

She missed the itching peskiness 
of bits of hay as they clung to her 
hot neck on the trips with the stone 
water jug, from the deep spring or 
the windlass well out to the boys and 
the Misters, sweating there in the 
sun-drenched fields of timothy and 
clover. 

She missed the good fishing with 
Grandfather Milhous in the sun-dap­
pled waters of the Muscatatuck, 
which yielded the sunfish, bass and 
catfish that were welcomed by her 
Grandmother Elizabeth Price Mil­
hous as a tasty change from fried 
chicken, beef and noodles, and pork 
in almost every style. 

These sashays with newly-dug 
night-crawler bait and rods cut and 
whittled on the spot afforded time for 
serene contemplation and for the 
priceless reminiscences which only a 
grandfather can bequeath to a little 
girl. They were the sort of outings 













And then everybody was singing 
the great old Christmas hymns, with 
the powerful spell of Bethlehem en­
gulfing the entire countryside. 

John Greenleaf Whittier, being a 
Quaker poet, was a particular favor­
ite of Hannah. Years later, it is said, 
she would turn to Whittier's Snow­
bound for diversion and recollection 
on a warm California afternoon, and 
recall those Indiana sleigh rides and 
the jingling bells, the rna pie-sugar 
boiling in late February, and the time 
when the big snowfall so obliterated 
the road that the children used the 
tops of fence-posts as their guides 
to walk back home from school. 

The weather sometimes was the 
rawest when Dr. Wildman was 
fetched up from San Jacinto at the 
forks of Graham Creek by an excited 
farmer who had never overcome that 
mixed dread and anticipation which 
precedes a new arrival. Doc would 
hitch two horses to his rig in order 
to get through the drifts, hopeful that 
a neighborhood "granny" was already 
boiling water on the kitchen stove, 
and all the while reassuring the ner­
vous young student medico who had 
been told the best way to learn was 
by traversing the countryside with 
an experienced general-practice men­
tor. 

Elizabeth Price Griffith Milhous 
(Mrs. Joshua) was the minister at 
Hopewell Friends Meetinghouse, 
which was across from the Friends 
Burying Ground Southwest of Butler­
ville. (The corner is now helpfully 
designated as the junction of County 
Roads 200N and 500E.) The Meet­
inghouse was "taken down" after the 
Hopewell Friends Monthly Meeting 
was laid down in 1908. 

Grove Monthly Meeting in North­
eastern Jennings County had been set 
off in 1858 from Sand Creek Monthly 
Meeting in Southeastern Bartholo­
mew County. Grove Friends Meeting­
house was built in 1864. The- Jen­
nings County Quaker Community 
continued to grow, and in 1868 Hope­
well Meeting was created nearby un­
der Grove Monthly Meeting as an 
"indulged Meeting"- for worship but 
not inter-congregational control. 

The Friends Meetings were estab­
lished by a sort of cellular division. 

Originally there was the London 
Yearly Meeting and several Yearly 
Meetings in the Eastern part of 
America . A community of Meetings 
(colony-type settlements) could ob­
tain status as a Monthly Meeting by 
permission of its constituent Quarter­
ly Meeting and Yearly Meeting. A 
Quarterly Meeting was approved by 
the Yearly Meeting. That Meeting, 
in turn, must have been sanctioned by 
all the other Yearly Meetings. 

Thus Ohio Yearly Meeting was set 
off by Baltimore Yearly Meeting in 
1812, Indiana Yearly Meeting was 
set off by Ohio in 1821, and Western 
Yearly Meeting was set off by Indiana 
in 1858. 

Each Meeting determined its own 
pastoral requirements until 1870­
1880 or later. Originally there were 
no seminaries and no compensation­
"no hireling ministry." But a pro­
grammed pastoral arrangement grad­
ually emerged until there were 52 
Monthly Meetings in Indiana with 
full-time pastors by 1889. 

Many women were Quaker minis­
ters and-later-evangelists. Most 
famous, perhaps, was the indefatigu­
able Mary Moon Meredith, who vis­
ited Meetings from North Carolina to 
California. 

Mrs. Joshua Milhous had consid­
erable to do with the success of Hope­
weU. Even after she had gone to Cal­
ifornia with her son Franklin and his 
family in 1897, the momentum of 
Hopewell persisted. In 1903 Grove 
Meeting was laid down for Hopewell. 
Then, nine years later, the Friends 
migration from the area had become 
so great that Hopewell too was dis­
continued. 

The few remaining Quaker families 
in the area became associated with 
Sand Creek Monthly Meeting, near 
Elizabeth. That Meeting continues to 
thrive as an important unit of the 
Western Yearly Meeting, which has 
long had its headquarters at Plain­
field, West of Indianapolis. 

Today there are in Indiana more 
active adherents to the Friends belief 
than in any other state. In some coun­
ties they are the decisive force, in 
numbers as well as in cumulative in­
fluence . Within a 75-mile radius of 
Indianapolis there is today the -Iarg­

est concentration of active Quakers 
in the entire World. And there are 
other thousands of Hoosiers, no 
longer formally attached to the 
Church, who have Friends ancestry. 

Indiana Yearly Meeting has more 
than 12,000 members and Western 
Yearly Meeting has a comparable 
number, mostly in Indiana. North 
Carolina Monthly Meeting is next in 
size. East Africa Yearly Meeting has 
more than 33,000. These figures in­
clude both Friends United Meetings 
and the Friends General Conference. 

When it is remembered that 
Friends families dating back to the 
arrival of William Penn in 1682 have 
been in America as long as nine or 
10 generations, by simple arithmetic 
genealogists are able to estimate that 
as many as 2 million Americans are 
"cousins" of President Nixon. 

The first Nixon-Milhous ancestors 
all came to this country from the 
middle of the 17th Century to the 
time of the American Revolution. Al­
most all of them settled in that part 
of the Colonies which includes the 
present states of New Jersey, Penn­
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and 
Virginia. And, like many Hoosiers, 
he also had some New England 
(Massachusetts) blood. 

These lines were almost all from 
England, Scotland, Wales and Ulster 
(North Ireland). 

It has been established by Dr. Ray­
mond Martin Bell, the Washington 
and Jefferson College professor who 
has done an outstanding work of dis­
covering and coordinating the Presi­
dent's genealogical data, that his Mil­
hous ancestors were all members of 
the Society of Friends and that six 
and perhaps more of his Nixon an­
cestors were Friends ministers. The 
other paternal ancestors were Metho­
dists or Presbyterians. 

There seems to be no record that 
any of his well-behaved forebears 
were the objects of that peculiar 
Quaker form of excommunication by 
congregational disciplinary action cal­
led "churching." 

Some Meetings were very strict in 
their interpretations of the varying 
rules of heresy or misconduct. Thus 
the carefully-kept Meeting records 
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The Old Franklin Milhous Place Is Shown as It Appears Today. The House Burned in 1968. Rush Branch Is the Creek 
that Formed the West Boundary of the Farm. 
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are full of decrees bluntly stating "dis­
owned" which might seem today, even 
to Friends, to be almost arbitrary. But 
as a community they lived-a com­
munity of common acceptance of the 
fundamental tenets of the Faith as 
each individual community regarded 
them. 

The average life-span in the four 
most recent generations of his mater­
nal ancestors was 80 years, and the 
average was 77 among his great­
great-great-grandparents on his ma­
ternal side. This latter record is very 
unusual in a period when American 
longevity was rare. 

Of the President's great-great-great­
great-grandfathers, the Nixon line was 
headed by James Nixon, probably 
from Ulster, who bought a farm near 
New Castle, Delaware, in 1731. 

John Trimmer, from Germany, 
was in Hunterdon County, New Jer­
sey, before 1739. 

Thomas Wadsworth married in 
Harford County, Maryland, in 1741. 

J ames Moore came from County 
Antrim, Ulster, to Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, before 1759. 

The family of Thomas Milhous, 
who heads the President's maternal 
Jines, seems to have originated in 
England. He came from Kildare and 
Antrim, in Ireland, to Chester Coun­
ty, Pennsylvania, in 1730. By amaz­
ing coincidence, Thomas Milhous, 
settled just nine miles West of the 
holding which was taken out by James 
Nixon just across the Delaware River. 

William Griffith arrived from 
Wales at New Castle in 1700. 

The Burdg family, originally from 
England, lived at Northampstead and 
Great Neck, Long Island, in the 
1670s. Then it moved to another 
Quaker stronghold, Monmouth Coun­
ty in New Jersey. 

According to Dr. Bell, the Hem­
mingway line has been found at Rox­
bury, Massachusetts, in 1634, with 
subsequent migrations to Burlington 
County, New Jersey, near Phila­
dephia. 

Dr. Bell also determined that 100 
of the President's ancestral lines were 
concentrated within 70 miles of Wil­
mington, Delaware. 

There are other unusual facts, 
Grandfather George Nixon married 
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Margaret Trimmer in 1843 and 
Grandfather Joshua V. Milhous mar­
ried Elizabeth p. Griffith in 1847, 
both in Washington County at the 
Western edge of Pennsylvania. That 
part of the Keystone State, like New 
Jersey, was a corridor for much mi­
gration Westward. 

The President's parents, two of his 
grandparents, and two of his great­
great-grandparents died in California. 
All his grandparents, all his great­
grandparents, and 13 of his 16 great­
great-grandparents lived at one time 
in Ohio. 

Like many persecuted Protestant 
dissenters, the Friends emigrated to 
America in groups, and then con­
tinued their departures by entire 
neighborhoods as they gradually 
moved Westward in the new country. 
Thus, Eastern Indiana's Whitewater 
Valley was populated in great num­
bers in the first years of the 19th Cen­
tury by groups of Quaker settlers 
from North Carolina and South Caro­
lina. They would pick up their Friends 
Meeting as a bloc and re-establish it 
in Indiana Territory as a bloc. 

This was true subsequently in many 
townships in Eastern, Southern and 
Central Indiana. Others of these 
Friends Meetings came directly West­
ward from New Jersey, Delaware and 
Pennsylvania to Ohio, next to Indi­
ana, some of them then to Iowa, and 
some all the way to California. 

The name "Hopewell Friends" oc­
curs over and over again in several 
states, including the famous Hope­
well Friends Monthly Meeting, estab­
lished in 1735 near Winchester in 
Virginia's Shenandoah Valley as a 
unit of Fairfax Quarterly Meeting. It 
probably originated with the Hope­
well Monthly Meeting established 
long before the Revolution in West­
Central New Jersey. 

Hannah is a Biblical name - the 
Hebrew version of Anna-that was 
used in many families. So persistent 
was tradition in the Milhous family 
that a name would be set aside for 
one or more generations, and th-en 
be reaffirmed later. 

The President's mother, Hannah 
Milhous Nixon, was born in 1885. It 
seems that she was named for a great­
great-grandmother, Hannah Baldwin 

Milhous (Mrs. William Milhous) , 
who was born November 4, 1748, in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, and 
then moved to Belmont County, 
Ohio, in 1805. 

This Hannah's mother was Han­
nah Johnson Baldwin (Mrs. John 
Baldwin), born circa 1700 in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania. 

And then there were among her 
Milhous ancestors in the Colonies: 
Hannah John Matthews (Mrs. Oliver 
Matthews), born 1728 in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania; Hannah Les­
ter Griffith (Mrs. Abraham Griffith), 
born 1686 and whose parents moved 
early to Bucks County, Pennsylvania; 
Hannah Burson (Mrs. George Bur­
son), born circa 1650 and with de­
scendants in Bucks County; Hannah 
Shattuck Lippincott (Mrs. Restore 
Lippincott) , born in 1654 in Boston, 
Massachusetts; and Hannah Burdg 
(Mrs. Jonathan Burdg) , who lived 
on Long Island and was born after 
1650. 

Also, two of the President's ances­
tors in the Nixon line were named 
Hannah. They were Hannah Wilson 
Nixon (Mrs. George Nixon II), born 
in Delaware in 1790, and Hannah 
Butterworth Webster (Mrs. John 
Webster), born circa 1665 in Mary­
land. 

When the President was inaugur­
ated he took the oath of office on 
his mother's Milhous family Bible. It 
was indeed a sacred moment for him. 

Joshua Vickers Milhous was born 
in Belmont County, Ohio, December 
31, 1820. He was the sixth of eight 
children of William Milhous, who was 
born in Chester County, Pennsyl­
vania, on June 4, 1783. William Mil­
hous married Martha Vickers, born 
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, on 
March 27. 1786, soon after he met 
her at Concord Monthly Meeting in 
Belmont County, Ohio, on June 10, 
1807. They too had a daughter Han­
nah, born 1814 (a great-aunt of 
Hannah Milhous Nixon). 

On December 23, 1847, Joshua 
Vickers Milhous took as his bride in 
her native Washington County, Penn­
syvania, Elizabeth Price Griffith, born 
April 28, 1827. This Joshua became 
the Indiana nurseryman and Eliza­
beth was the Hopewell minister. 
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The first three of their eight chil­
dren were born in Ohio. Then they 
moved to Jennings County, Indiana, 
arriving March 23, 1854. On August 
22, 1854, Joshua and Elizabeth pre­
sented a certificate of removal for 
themselves and their three children 
from Short Creek Monthly Meeting 
in Jefferson County, Ohio, to Drift­
wood Monthly Meeting in Jackson 
County, Indiana. Immediately they 

started working to organize a Meet­
ing close to their new home. 

Joshua first built a log cabin on the 
East bank of Rush Branch in BJgger 
Township. He laid the stone walks 
around it from rock he removed from 
the creek bed, and roofed the cabin 
with tulip-wood "shakes" split at a 
nearby hand-powered "shingle-mill." 
By the time he was ready to build 
permanently, Len Stanley had started 

a steam-powerd mill to provide lum­
ber for the neighborhood. 

Franklin (Frank) was the oldest 
child of Joshua and Elizabeth Mil­
hous, born November 4, 1848, near 
Colerain in Ohio's Belmont County. 
Thus he was age six when the family 
moved to Indiana. 

As Joshua developed his tree nurs­
ery, Franklin and brother Jesse Grif­
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fith (born 1851) and William (born 
in Indiana in 1855) were his princi­
pal helpers. But Joshua and Eliza­
beth were determined that Franklin 
receive as much formal education 
as possible, regardless of the tree 
farm. Accordingly, in 1867 he en­
rolled for a year as a German major 
at Moores Hill College, Northeast of 
Versailles at the Western edge of 
nearby Dearborn County. 

That institution-originally called 
The Moores Hill Male and Female 
Collegiate Institute-had been found­
ed in January, 1854, by Dr. Thomas 
Harrison, a Methodist minister from 
Yorkshire, England. When young 
Milhous was there Moores Hill had 
376 students, including several coeds. 
After it closed in June, 1917, it be­
came Evansville College, now Evans­
ville University, on the Ohio River 
in Southwestern Indiana. 

After Franklin returned home from 
Moores Hill he taught in the Winter 
months for several years in elemen­
tary schools of Eastern Jennings 
County. But eventually he must spend 
his full time at the busy nursery. 

From the founding of the State 
in 1816, Indiana citizens liberally 
supported state-wide elementary edu­
cation, even then it meant consider­
able financial sacrifice for commun­
ities just being carved from the wil­
derness. However, until after the Civil 
War Academies in Indiana were sup­
ported by a church or (less com­
monly) by the voluntary subscrip­
tions of a neighborhood. 

Quaker education developed par­
allel with Quaker church organiza­
tion. (It was said that "Religion" was 
the Fourth R). George Fox, founder 
of the Friends, had two boarding 
schools in England in 1668. Indiana 
Friends at one time operated 125 
schools. In 1847 they founded Earl­
ham College , at Richmond in East­
Central Indiana. 

But as the tax-supported state-wide 
high school and university system ex­
acted more and more property taxes 
from Indiana citizens-and as it be­
came obvious that the public high 
schools were offering adequate 
college-preparatory instruction - the 
Quaker Academies began to wane. 

Jennings Academy, popularly 
known as The Old Seminary, had of­
fered advanced courses in Vernon 
from 1845 to the end of the Civil 
War, but it was not Friends-control­
led. The Sand Creek Friends oper­
ated an Academy near Azalia, South­
east of Columbus. for many years. 
However, Sand Creek was usually too 
far away for Bigger Township chil­
dren unless they boarded with friends 
or relatives. Boarding was usually 
agreeable, except that after school 
hours every child was expected to 
assist with the many duties around 
the farm. 

A three-room Friends Academy, 
attracting students from several 
Southeastern Indiana Counties, was 
operated adjacent to Hopewell Meet­
inghouse from 1870 to 1877. Thomas 
Armstrong was principal, and his sis­
ter Sarah Emily was the assistant. 

On August 14, 1872, Franklin Mil­
hous married Sarah Emily Arm­
strong. She continued her teaching 
simultaneously with family duties. She 
bore him Griffith William Milhous 
on May 8, 1873; Mary Alice MiL­
hous on February 21, 1875; and Em­
ily Milhous on April 25, 1877. But 
on July 19 she died and on August 7 
baby Emily died. Sarah Emily Arm­
strong Milhous and infant Emily are 
buried side by side in Hopewell 
Friends Cemetery, a few yards from 
the grave of her fatherinlaw, Joshua, 
who died April 15, 1893. 

Her motherinlaw, the Quaker min­
ister Elizabeth Milhous and the widow 
of Joshua, moved with Franklin and 
his family to California. She died at 
Whittier May 3, 1923, age 96. 

After Sarah Emily's death Franklin 
married Almira Park Burdg on April 
16, 1879. Her father was Oliver 
Burdg (also erroneously spelled 
Burge and Burdig), who was born 
September 28, 1821, in Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania. He moved to 
Columbiana County, near Salen;J., 
Ohio, in 1835, and then to Jennings 
County, Indiana, in 1853. He too par­
ticipated in the general exodus to 
Whittier and died there June 11, 
1908. 

Oliver Burdg married Jane M. 

Hemingway on April 29, 1846. She 
was born in Mahoning County, Ohio, 
on April 30, 1824, and died in their 
home across from Hopewell Meet­
inghouse on April 5, 1890. Their 
daughter Almira was born on Sep­
tember 16, 1849, in Columbiana 
County, Ohio, and thus came to Indi­
ana at the age of 3. 

Almira Burdg Milhous was the 
mother of Edith Milhous, born June 
30, 1880; Martha, born August 25, 
1882; Hannah (the President's moth­
er), born March 7, 1885; Ezra 
Charles, born March 18, 1887; Jane 
Burdg Milhous, born December 29, 
1889; Elizabeth, born July 7, 1892, 
and Rose Olive, born June 23, 1895 . 
[See the family group picture on Page 
11.] 

Just as Elizabeth Price Griffith Mil­
hous survived husband Joshua, so Al­
mira Burdg Milhous survived hus­
band Franklin. He died at Whittier on 
February 2, 1919. She died at Whit­
tier on July 23, 1943. She was al­
most 94 and her motherinlaw was 
96 when they passed on! 

Almira had visited Jennings Coun­
ty in the Spring of 1937, when she 
had come East to see her grandson 
Richard Nixon graduated from Duke 
University's Law School. Duke was 
founded at Durham, North Carolina, 
in 1838 as Trinity College. That was 
the last time Almira Burdg Milhous 
saw her former Indiana home. 

The President's parents, Frank and 
Hannah Milhous Nixon, last saw her 
Rush Branch home when they visited 
it for a second time together in 1951. 
The house in which Hannah had been 
born-the home of her parents Frank­
lin and Almira-burned on Decem­
ber 26, 1968. [It is pictured on Page 
13 as they left it in 1897. The site 
as it appears today is pictured on 
Page 15.] 

[The second and concluding part 
of the Hannah Milhous Story will be 
published in the November issue.] 

This Typical Indiana Autumn Scene 
Is South of Spencer, in Owen 

County, Near State Highway 67. 

18 




























