
WASHINGTON. D .C. 20506 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Novemb e r 19, 1971 

National Security Study Memorandum 142 

TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 

SUB J ECT :	 Rhodesia 

The President has directed that a review be made of the implic a tio n s 
for U . S. policy of a British-Rhodesian settlement acknowled g i n g 
Rho d e s i a ' s independence and calling for the termination of san c tio n s . 
The s tudy should also deal w ith the implication of failure of the pre s e n t 
negoti a ti o n s to produce a political settlement. The study sho uld , i n t e r 
alia: 

1.	 Assess the probable reaction in the United Nations and 
elsewhere to a British-Rhodesian agreement and the issues 
which this development is likely to pose for U . S . policy . 

2.	 Assess the probable reaction in the U N and e lsewhere to 
failure of U . K . - R h o d e s i a negotiations and the issues which 
such a development is likely to pose for U . S. policy including 
the sanctions program. 

3 .	 Examine the legal, political, and e c o norruc implications involved 
in (a) U. S. recognition of an independent Rhodesia , and (b) the 
establishing of diplomatic or consular relations therewith . 

4 .	 Identify the probable consequences of each possible U. S. a c tio n 
for our immediate and longer term inter ests in the United 
Nations and for our bilateral relations with the countries 
primarily concerned . 

The study should be prepared by the NSC Interdepartmental G r o u p for
 
Af r ica and should be submitted to the NSC Senior Review Group by
 
D ecemb er 13 , 1971.
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