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National Secur ity Stu dy Mem. o r andum. 7 3 

T O :	 The S e cr etar y of S tat e 
The S e cretar y of D e fens e 
The Dir e ctor of C entral Int elli genc e 

S U B J E C T:	 R e visions in U . S . Militar y B as e s Agreem.en t 
w i t h the Philippine s 

The P r e s i d e n t has expressed the b elie f that the United States 
should b e pr epared to bring the t e r rn s of the U. S. Military Bases 
A gr e e m. ent in the Philippines into line w i t h the t e r rn s under which 
w e occ upy bases in other countrie s, in o r de r to e lim. i n a t e any 
a s pec ts which m.ay give the Philippines le gitim. a t e cau s e to feel 
that the U . S . enjoys legal or other a dvantage s w hich it doe s not 
p oss es s e l sew h e r e . It is the Pr e sident's understanding that 
o p inion i n the Philippines, both officia l a nd n on-off i c i al, is highly 
sensitiv e to w hat a r e considered t o b e inequiti e s , a n d that U . S . ­
Philipp ine relatio n s are render e d rno r e diff i c ul t a s a r esult. 

The Pre s i d e n t acco r d i ngly h a s dir e cted t hat a stu dy be prepar ed 
a naly zing o u r tr e aty a n d o the r relationships w i t h the Philippines, 
a n d s etting f orth the c hange s n e eded in our Military B as es Agre e m. ent 
to bring the privilege s a n d i m muniti e s enj o y ed by the United States 
c o nc e r n i n g b as e ri ghts in t he Philippine s d own t o a l e v el c om p a r a b le 
w i t h the ri ghts which we poss ess i n oth e r independent c o u n t r i e s where 
ther e are U. S. bases. In this S t udy , p artic ula r a tte n tio n should be 
paid to t he questions of length of t enure o f bases a n d procedures for 
establi shing c r im. i n a l jurisdiction. It i s re co gnize d that ther e are 
va r iations i n our rights in various c o u n t r i e s , but the objective should 
be t o put the Philippines on a most- f a vored-nation b asis. 

Th Study should also examine the tot al phy sic al a r e a included within 
U . S . b a s es, a n d the riurnbe r of s u c h b ases, c om. p a r e d w i t h the 
fa cilit i e s ava i lab l e in other count r ies , n o t e be i n g t aken o f the different 
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a n d s trate g i c missions of the U . S. b ases in differ ent c ou n t r i e s . 
C o n s i d e r a tion s h ou l d b e given to th e rele ase of l and in t h e 
Philipp i n e s which may be s u rplus to m. i litar y needs. 

T h e Pre s i dent has directed that th e S t u dy be p repa r e d b y t h e 
Inte r d e p a r tm enta l G r oup c h a i r e d b y th e Dep uty Assistant Secretary 
for P o l i t i c a l a n d M i lit a r y Affair s i n t h e Dep a r tm e n t of S t a t e , a nd 
inclu din g rep r esentatives of the a d d r e s s e e s of this m.em.o r a n dum. 
and th e Ass ista n t to the Pres i d e nt f o r N a t i o n a l Se c ur i ty Affairs. 

T h e S t u dy should b e gi v e n priority over t h e a ction b e i n g t a k e n in 
r e s p ons e t o NSSM 3, a n d should b e s u bm.i t t e d to the N ation a l S e c u r i t y 
C ounc i l R e vie w Grou p by Oc t obe r 1. 
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Henry A. K i s s i n ge r 

c c : T h e C h a i r m a n , J o in t Chief s of S t a ff 
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