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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

-SECRET/SENSETHVE- August 13, 1970

National Security Decision Memorandum 79

TO: The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Defense
The Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Establishment of Special Review Group for Southeast
Asia

The President has directed the establishment of a Special Review Group
for South East Asia comprising the Under Secretary of State, the
Deputy Secretary of Defense, the Director of Central Intelli-

gence , the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and chaired by

the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs.

The Special Review Group for South East Asia is responsible within

the National Security Council framework for coordination of planning
for the area and for the development of a comprehensive long-range
political, military and economic policy document for the area.

In carrying out its responsibilities the Special Review Group will establish
such interdepartmental working groups as may be required. Existing
interdepartmental working groups, ad hoc groups and committees

charged with specific responsibilities pertaining to the area may be

called upon to assist the Special Review Group or may be consolidated

or reconstituted as required by the Special Review Group. Studies

being performed by such groups will be coordinated by the Special

Review Group for South East Asia.
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Henry A. Kissinger

cc: Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
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