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égitatéd state éﬁd ?or; several occasions,said‘he did ;ot want to go ﬁc; Lué_ng :
Pra.ba.ng}g as Aschédvuled but wished torem»a.in ‘in ‘Vientiape, himsélf conducting

a poll ‘of the _refﬁgees. I offered to endéévor to obtain servi_c‘e‘s' of a 'local

_Mis sionary as iptel*preter. However, I finally conv«inced the Congressman that
he would gain much more by going to Luang Prabé.ng,' visiting refugees :
se-’ctlernenté en roﬁte and in Luang Prabang, | seeing firsthanci what we are doing
for the newly a.:ljrived réfﬁgees.

8. At twelve o'.bclio'ck ‘C.onglre,s»sman Mcéloskey, now joined by :
Congrgssman Waidie, met With:M_ax Cdiffaif, AFP, Carl Strock, AP Stringer,
Tammy Arbucklé, ‘Wa'shingtor.l Star a1‘1d.’I‘onk That Ky, Reuters, in the USIS
offices, The C“(')ngressmen said they wished to meet ;zvith these journalists to "
obtain the jourﬁalists' yiews on the Lao situatioh and not repeat ﬁot to give“a
press conference. _I‘. told the U_SIS péopie not repeat not to ble present at this
meeting, AID Director, Lao authdri.tié‘s and AID personnel dealing with
refugees were at the party of six \;Vh(_)‘; héd arrived in Vientiane this morning,
arrived at thé air.p.ort at 1330. They were aléo aCC;)mpaI.lied byv Washington
Star reporter "Ta;mmy" Arbuckle, A;P Stfinger, Carl Strock, and AFP
reporter Max Coiff?.it. Uponv arrival af the airport, after having been introduced
to thé RLG officials, Congressman McCloskey asked where was the refugee :
report that the DCM prqmised him. .Upon being info;med by USAID Director
that he had no icnoWledge of a report to be furnishéd the Congressman, McCloskey
in a highly emotional and loud voice stated that pl%nned trip shouid be cancelled,
that here in Vientiane as in Saigon he ':has been liéd ItO by an FSO-1 and th;t he
\x}ould- return to the Lane Xang H'otel to Board with the ;Dther party and would move

out of the Ambassador's residence. AID Director -and Mission guard service
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offered to immediately call the DCM and send a vehicle to town to (?btaiﬁ
subject report. We were told by ’Con‘gre»ssvman McCloskey that he was no
longér interested in takingv thé trip and wanted his baggage taken from the
airport a-.nd returned to the Lane Xang Hotel. Mission Guard Service officer
Mushett prevailed upon Congressman to return to his quarters for lunch.

Party then went from airport to Embassy and Mushett telephoned me at my
home at 1400 hours. I offered to proceed directly to the Embasgy to confer
with the Congressman but Mushett said the Congressman was in such an
.emotional state that he recommended the Congressman proceed to his quarters.
The reas‘on‘ we did not have the report at the airport was that we encountered
difficulty in find it. It was only at 1245 that a copy could be found and it then
had to be copied. We will endeavor to ascertain how press happened to accompany
Congressman to the airport. When they arrived they were accompanied by
Strock and Coiffait who wanted to know whether they would receive what they
askedbfor.

9. At 1500 Congressmen returned to the Embassy. They were given
material submitted to Laos Country Officer Mark Pratt under cover of letter
from DCM dated Jan. 5, 1971, this includes briefing 1’éports ana sample
inferviews with refugees in Vientianevplain and Ban Xon (Site 272). Classification
and headings of documents were removed and Congressfaen were informed that
these \lﬁere only ''studies'' embassy had undertaken and that. they were intended
for internal Mission use. Congreésmenk and I then met for some thirty minutes.
Congressman Waldie vvés extremely relaxed and before McCloskey joined us -
expressed hié peréénal regret at this incident. McCloskey then charged that

members of my staff had misled him last evening and bore in hard on why
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he h.ad not r‘epeat nof been furnished withvthese reports immedia’ceiy upon
his ar?i\}el. I reiterated that tl'lese reports haci no official stat.us inv that there
were less than 300 persons intefﬁewed eﬁd the vastn majority of these people
carﬁe from one area in Leos. I. peinted out tha‘e there are over 260,000 refugees
in Laos and that I did ﬁot believe that‘a small number‘ of refugees from one area
could be considered as expressing overall refugee oplini‘on. Congressman
poinfed out that 97 percent of tlle refugees indicated that bombing had been a :
factor in their Eee_oming 'r.eufugéee. I said that it was my considered opinion
that bombing was only one of three facters involved and that I did not accepf
these reports. 'r].‘hve Cengressmen then attacked the honer of members of my
_etaff and the lack of ethics shewn. by us ali in not bringing these reﬁorts immediately{
to his attention. » I repeatedly pointed out fo the Congressman that I and my staff
were doi.ng everything possible in eenjﬁpction with the USAF‘ not repeat not to
bomb inhabited village‘s. He appeered fo accept this statement Vand both
Congressmen said they accept tode.y that it is our policy not repeat not to bomb
villages. I addedAI knew this was the poliey of my predessesor. I repeatedly
| pointed out we were not responsible for RLAF T-28's. But then McCloskey
reve:ted to the fact that he was not furnished the reports.

10. The Congressmen and their enfourage left the Embassy at 1600. I
told the Congfessmen I hoped they Would spend the night at the residence ahd they
refused courteousiy as well as offer to i‘lave a drink this evening. McCloskey ‘
alleged he would be going throu‘gh reperts with great eare and demanded to be
permi‘cted. to visit with his staff tomorrow the .same villages where we had

queried the refugees before. He alleges that his mission is to ascertain

firsthand whether the .reports are accurate or whether the views expressed to
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hifn last é%fening prevail.

li. ‘Congressman Waldie told me that his views on our Government's
policy in Laos have changed for the better as a result of his visit here.
Congressman McCloskey alleged that his‘ '"eyes had been opened and he is

not repeat not convinced that our policy is bad.'

121 .apologize for fhe length of this report but believe you should
have full flavor of what trans?ired for it may be c.arried in the press. Will
: ) fépoi‘t tomorrow
13. As CODEL leaving tomorrow for Saigon request this message

=]

be repea{cgd to Amb. Bunker, and that Assistant SecState Marshall Green be

informed.
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