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Thursday, September 11.

Again NSC all morning. Then a batch of appointments in the afternoon, topped by greeting the
Institute of Black Elected Officials in the Rose Garden. Another of the duty type deals. President
felt though that forty-five minutes of just shaking hands was better than having to prepare even a

ten minute speech.

Lot of instructions regarding how to handle plans for announcement next week of troop
withdrawals including bipartisan leaders meeting not announced until Monday. Wants to avoid
any early leaks.
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