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When in Flo rida I first read of the consti tuenc y of our
 
" c o m m i s s i on " to study K e n t State and c a m pu s disorders; I
 
w a s a p pa lle d . The l ast two days hav e convinc ed me tha t a
 
s erious rrii stake has b e en made tha t will be d a m a g i n g to the
 
P r e s i d e n t when the re port comes out , and may b e used
 
a g a i n s t us both on th -::: c a m p u s e s , a n d in the f a ll e le ctions.
 

1. Atta ched i s a N e w Yo rk Tim; s ar t i cle on the young
 
b l a c k we n amed - - we have some i d e a of what w e can e x p e c t
 
from him. B anfi eld of H a r vard, w i t h whom I spoke yest e r da y ,
 
a u t h o r of "The Unh e avenly City," t o l d me he was h ims elf
 
a p p a lle d b y this a p poin t m e n t , felt the c o m m i s s i on its elf a
 
dr e a dful mistake , and that w e h a d invited serious troubl e as
 
a r esult of th e r eport .
 

2 . The obv i ous a n d fla g r a n t over - r ep r sen t ation of b l ac k s
 
IS ludic r ous - - not only t h a t , but eve ry vocal b l ack these days
 
is a captive of his b lack constituenc y . (Note M r . Cheek' s
 
comments in today's News Summary . ) It is simpl y not realistic
 
to e x p e c t a ny on e of them - - with the constituencies they hav e to
 

serv e -- to come up w i t h othe r thari the stoc k conclusions, wh i c h 
I pr e di c t w i ll b e : 

T h e c ampus es a r e a l i e n a t e d ; Nix on has his p r i o r i t i e s 
mix e d up ; we have to get out of Vietnam now ; t oo m u c h 
i s being s p ent on defense; the y ou th do not f eel they c a n 
pa r t i c i p a t e in the d e moc r a cy; they a r e losing confi d enc e 
i n their l e a d e r s ; ad naus e a m. 

3 . W e h ave i n v i t e d up on the P r e s i d en t ' s h e ad the s ame t hunde r 
that f e ll i n on L B J wh en he l e t tha t Ke rner C ommi s s i on bla m e 
A m e r i c a I s p r ob l e m s on " wh i t e r a c i s m : II a c o m m i s s i o n which n ever 

e v e n cre di t ed Johnson w i th the e n o r m ous st e ps he h ad t aken . 
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4 . O ur group i s undi s tin g ui shed in t erm s of the prestig e 
of its p eop l e. 

5. Why was n ot the Sidney Hook Academic Group -- wh ich 
h a s gat h e r e d hun dr eds of profess ors, liberals of pres tig e among 
the m , from around the country wh o are sp e aking up for an o pen 
campus a n d academic fre edo m b r o u gh t i n - - i ndeed, why d o t h e y 
n ot dominate it. 

6 . Ther e mus t be some i nherent suic i dal t endenc y o r 
d eath wish which wo u l d allow the c r e a tion o f th e kind of a n imal 
we h ave put tog ether to report on the proble m s of the c ampus . 
T he r e ason this i s sen t to you r a ther than the President is s i m pl y 
that right n o w I don 't know j us t what the h ell we c a n do a b ou t t h i s 
commiss i o n -- n o w that we h a v e a n n o u nced it ; RN ha s e nough things to 
w o r r y a b out r i ght n ow - - but i t sur e as h ell i s s o meth i ng we ought t o 
b e wo r r y i n g a b out. 

7. What about this - - on e propo s al - - let me s e e if I can 

~(g e t lined u p s o m e fou r or f i v e t o p fl i ght a c a d e m i c i a n s - - there is a 
,	 g r o u p meet i n g regularly with the V~ , wh ich h as r e al c r e den tia ls 

and t hen p a s t e them on. O the r a lte r n a t ives: c i rcu msc r i b e the 
op e r a t i on s of t h is little gro up to p e r h a p s Kent Stat e , and get 
ano th e r group t o r eport later on the larg er p roblem. 

P A TRICK J. BUCHA NAN 


