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~~CREDIBLY TOUGH in their 
"throv:- 'em-out" sweep, Texas 

voters Saturday lustily said that 
it is time to turn familiar and 
erstwhile solid old political faces· 
out to pasture and switch to 
reform. 

Rain and tornadic winds 
'didn't deter them one whit. 
They went out, in high num­
bers and long lines, to say, first 
of all, they \vanted Dolph Bris­
coe-a low key campaigner off 
a South Texas ranch--as the 
Democratic nominee for gov­
ernor. 

Not Ben Barnes, Texas' 33-
. ~;€ar-o1d political wonder boy 

whose career had been com­
puter planned, or incumbent 
Preston Smith. Thev were mor­
'tally \voundcd at the polls. But 
only Briscoe, the rancher-bank­
er from John Nance Garner's 
u,·a]ce-and 'Mrs. Frances Far­
enthold, a Corpus Christi legis­
lator moti1er of four who ex­
cited the state \Vith her slam­
baJ1g campai~ that got her 
mc·re Yotes than any woman 
since the late Gov. 1\liriam "l\la" 

· ~Fergu5on. 
B:·iscoe, a wealthy man of 

the land who said he was just 
tired oi the whole thing, started 
slowly and his momentum was 
hard to trace. It came busting 
in Saturdc:y \vhen the silent un­
dccic~d went for him lil:e a 
flee;,: kol:i;·:;; for a new ::=l:cp­
hcrd. 

But the voters didn't stop 
'\·i~h B:·:-:-c:cc. Thry Ucl::cd over 
th~ tr~/.:'t?~ to gi~·c str0:1; s~1p· 

pert ~c~ \~.:n:i2..m Ij. 11ob!):/ .Tr .. , 
40-yrar-c•l:l IIow:ton nc\'/spapcr 

· editor and son of a formergov­
ernor, in his race for lieutenant 
governor \\ith Treasury Secre­
tary John Connally's brother, 

·Wayne. 
. They put the same judo 

. blow to Attorney General Craw­
ford :Martin, in his battle with 

. reformer John Hill of Houston. 
Only Ralph Yarborough, 69-

year-old veteran who was 
bounced cut of politics by Lloyd 
Bentsen in the senatorial race 
last time out, surviYed the swirl 
without critical wounds. But he 

· h?..s to bee il'T'Il:v:>d(lt.:d RPpllhli­
can SBn. J0hn Tu\\-er in the No­
vember general election. . _ 

Most of the rebellion came 
from a violent reaction to the 
SharpstO\\n stock fraud scan­
dals. Victims fell, whether di­
rectly, indirectly or not even 
remotely connected with the 
tremor that had previously 
ruined House Speaker Gus 
r,Iutschcr. 

The climate was right for 
reform and the voters jumped 
old political affiliations to vote 
their \\Tath. 

It spilled righ~ over lnto the 
much ~mailer Rep~.:.blican pri­
mary-which was built solely 
upon reform. Henry Grover of 
Houston, a legislator, led the 
GOP ticl:ct in a pmverful rac.-e 
for the gubernatorial spot. He 
will meet Albert Fay, old line 
P2l'ty fermer nc,tional comJnit~ 
tccman, in a runoff. 

It just seemed to be clean· 
out time in Texas and a lot of 
ti;:,-:;1 Leads hu.1::; low as slow 
n:t u;·z!s wrote obitu:nies SJ.tur­
d::~y ni;;ht. 
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-M-UNICIPAL LEAGUE 
of seattle and king county 

725 CENTRAL BUILDING, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104, MAin 2-8333 
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Mr. John D. Ehrlichman 
Domestic Affairs 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear John: 

Hay 19, 1972 GENERAL 

F fit:,-1 1-lj EHRLicHMAN;=J"omrrr; 

EHRLlCHMAN, JOHN n).kiljJf7(1PAs//,NffCAJ 

The Board of Trustees of th~Municipal League of Seattle and 
King County have established a special commemorative award honoring the 
late Ben~hrlichman for his exceptional service to the Municipal League 
and the community at large. His leadership and continuing support of 
the League in Seattle, and the National Municipal League, stands out as 
an exceptional example of putting •community before self 1 • 

We would like to appropriately honor Ben Ehrlichman posthu­
mously for his contributions to our community. It would be most fitting 
if you and your wife could be present to present this award on behalf of 
your late uncle and address those gathered for the occasion. As a past 
Board member of the League and as a figure of considerable national 
stature, the community at large, and particularly Municipal League members, 
would be honored if you would return to Seattle to present this award and 
participate in the official kick-off of the new~Municipal League Research 
Foundation which has been organized to develop programs for improving 
local government. 

Those present for this major c1v1c occasion would be Ben 1 s 
wife, long time friends and associates, Municipal League members and 
officers, public officials and members of the public at large. Municipal 
League members in particular would be very interested to see and hear 
from one of the most distinguished past members of the League Board of 
Trustees. Recognizing your busy schedule we would make arrangements for 
the affair based on your availability, witn a 

e appropr1a e preparations. 

We sincerely hope you will make it possible to honor Ben 
Ehrlichman in this manner. 

/3::1~~ 
X Ben J. Gantt, Jr. 

President 
Cc: Jerome L. Hillis 

Wm. L. Massey, Director c-· 
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