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The President's Fmners and Zstate Plan is drifting off

track again. Just before the China Trin vou dirccted Dean
to "got it done before it hecomes moot.,” UHothing hanpened,
30 I ura&tcd a rmerorandun for John hrlichman'®z signature to
Dean on Harch 21lst. Uean resnonded with an interin report
indicating that the Acting General Counesl of I25 wounld begin
working on some of tho kasic tax cuastions,

All this rezults in indecision and dzlay. You told m= in
Auquat that the President consldored Dick Ritzel of ﬁuaqe
Rose the hest estate lawver around. Ritzel's plan, after
Qua doliberation with Ooviarco, was suimitted on Dogamber 232,
1371. It is5 Joha Dean's view that Delarco and Ritzel are in
a contest, The only loser is the President.

It ia my view that Dellarco's interinm stop-gap 1ill promosal
is the worst result pozsible because it will delav a decision
until After !lovember 7, 1972, If the Prezident lossa the
election, the goalz of the President's Papers and Istate Ilan
will be thwarted.,

The solution seems to he for veu and Ehrliichman to make the
decision wrhether the entire vroject iz to e delaved until
after tho election. If that is the case, vou should ancrove
Dean's attached menorandum urgina ths President to execute

a stev-aan 17ill tororros when he meets with DJoXarca. I vou
and ihrlichnan decida to resolva the conflict bhetwaon Devarco
and Nit=el, vou should disanprove Dean's nomorandun and direct
him to have tiie final plan to vou and Zhrlichman for review
Ly lay l1lst.
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