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BILLY R. WICKENS

5312 SWEDE ROAD
MIDLAND, MICHIGAN

FEBRUARY 26, 69.

Hrss Rose MAry KWoobs
Tug Hurre House
Hasuwrnecron, D.C.

DEAR ROSE Mary:

I catLeD NR. RoBERT ELLSWORTH'S OFFIGE TODAY ABOUT
THIS, BUT HE WOULD NOT TALK TO ME BECAUSE I CcouLD NOT GET
HIS OFFICE GIRL TO CONVINCE HIM THAT WHAT I HAD TO0 7ALK
ABOUT WAS IMPORTANT.

I WANTED T0 TELL HIM THAT, THE Dow CHEMICAL COMPANY
HAS AT ALL 7IMES SINCE 1960 BEEN AGAINST Ricu4arD M. NIXON.
Mr. Typong GrLLEeESPIE, ASST 70 MR. LeELaND DoaN, PRESIDENT OF
Tug Dow CHEMICAL CoMPANY ( AT THAT TIME ) WENT TO THE
CONVENTION IN CHICAGO AND WAS IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE FRAIL
BUT REAL ATTEMPT T0 NOMINATE CGOLDWATER. NR. GILLESPIE ALSO
WAS AT O'HARE AT THE ORIGINAL MEETING WITH F, CLIFTON WNHITE
WHEN THEY STARTED THE DRIVE TO KEEP THE POSITION OF TITULAR
HEAD OF THE PARTY, AND THE FOLLOWING GOLDWATER CAMPAIGN. Tgs
Dow Cuenrcan ComPANY IN 1964, MADE THEIR AEROPLANE AVAILAst
AND SPENT A LOT OF MONEY IN SUPPORT OF (GOLDWATER. THEY HAVE
DONE THE SAME FOR GEORGE RoMNEY. THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN KIND
70 RICHARD Nixown. IN 1968 rHEY,THROUGH lRS. " RaNnnYy " JouN
E. Ricker, LAW PARTNER 70 MNR. GILLESPIE, SPECIAL AsSsT. TO
STrarE CHAIRMAN ELLY PETERSON, AND DAUGHTER OF ONE OF THE
LARGEST STOCKHOLDERS OF THE Dow CHENICAL Company ( HER
MOTHER WAS 4 Dow ) DID ALL THEY COULD IN THE ROMNEY FOR

PRESIDENT CAMPAIGN. THEY WOULD NOT EVEN LISTEN T0 THE NIXON

SIDE OF THE CONTEST. THEY WERE AND STILL 4RE ROCKY PEOPLE.



Krs., RICKER RAN THE MEETING IN NIDLAND, THAT WAS
?0 PLAN FOR THE NixoN TRIP T0 THE TRI-CITY AIRPORT. SHE
ALSO WAS THE COORDINATOR THAT " KEPT PEOPLE AWAY FROM THE
AIRPORT " BY DELIBERATE " NON=ACTION " WHEN WE WERE IN
A TOUCH AND GO FOR MIcHIGAN. As I TOLD YOU THEN, THE STATE

ORGANIZATION NEVER GOT OFF IT'S HANDS #oR Nrixon.

CARL GERSTACKER, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD oF THE Dow
CHEMICAL COMPANY HAS DONE MUCH FOR ROMNEY, AND I wouLD
EXPECT GARL T0 HAVE GEORGE BE IN ON THE Dow PITCH T0 IR,
EFiLsworTH, ALONG WITH CONGRESSMAN AL. CEDERBERG OF OUR
1078, Drsrrricr. MY SoN WORKED FOR CEDERBERG IN THE OFFICE
THERE IN WASHINGTON, AL WoRKS FOR THE Dow CHEMICAL.

Do NoT LET THIS INFORMATION GET T0 UONGRESSMAN
CEDERBERG, AS HE HAS AGREED TO GIVE ME SUPPORT IN MY
ATTENMPT TO GET A4 NATIONAL APPOINTHMENT. THE Dow CHEMICAL
HAS PLACED ME IN A POSITION WHERE I HAVE TO RESIGN OR
BECOME " 4 NOTHING " IN THE POLITICAL FIELDB, WHICH I
AN NOT WILLING TO DO,

IF WE caAN vUST KEEP THE B0oSs IN WASHINGTON, AND
AT THE HEAD OF OUR GOVERNMENT FOR EIGHT YEARS HE WILL BE
ABLE TO BRING SOME NIXON PROGRAMS INTO FRUITION. THE Dow
CHEMICAL COMPANY WILL NOT BE AROUND IN 1972, WHEN WE NEED
THEM. THEIR HISTORY PROVES THIS, AND I WANTED YOU FOLKS
TO KNOW THIS EVEN AT THE RISK OF IT GETTING BACK T0 MY
EMPLOYER, WHICH COULD BE UNPLEASANT.

SINcERELY,

::/’

Briry R{fwrchNs
5312 Swepe Roanp,
MrIpLanD, MICHIGAN
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