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—ECONFIDENTIAL— December 1, 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR H.R. HALDEMAN

The “resident asked me yesterday to talk to Dan Lufkin regarding the
latest Harris Poll., I did so. Lufkin talked to Harris, which doesn't
help with this one but keeps some pressure on for the future.

1 am convinced that Harris will jab us everytime he can; it is some-
what significant that in yesterday's poll on the impact of the Presi-
dent's campaigning,Harris did not publish a positive/negative break-
down. For the first time he printed all four categories of response.
This is one of the promises, you may remember, that we extracted
from him,

Following my conversation with Lufkin, and at his request, I called
Harris directly last evening. He gave me a very interesting analysis
of the poll.

Kennedy, Humphrey and Lindsay all run strong with certain groupe,
badly with others. For example, Kennedy does poorly with older
voters, Humphrey badly with younger voters. Lindsay does well in
the suburbs, Kennedy does not. Kennedy runs very badly in the south
and border states, Humphrey not so bad. Kennedy does well with the
Catholice. In short, each of the three arouse strong support in certain
areas but strong animosity in others.

Vv hat distinguishes Muskie -- and what causes him to run stronger -~

is that he does not have the areas of opposition that the other potential
candidates do., In addition to holding the Democratic strength, he also
picks up Republican and Independent votes in the higher income brackets
which the other candidates do not.

Muskie, while he banefits from not hawing the labilities of the other
candidates, also inspires no enthusiasm. The underlying poll data
(interviewee impressions) show that his support is very soft. Harris
describes it as "passable;’ he is an accommodating candidate, no one
is really excited about him either way.

From this Harris concludes that when the infighting begine Muskie's
soft support will not hold up (Harris gave me some gratultous political
advice to the effect that we should continue to puah Muskie to the left).




Harris further concludes that in any two-way race no candidate against
the "'resident could get more than 45-46% of the vote, except Muskie
at this time but Ilarriz does not believe that MMuskie's support will
continue at this level.

Harris iz doing another analysis which will be released next week.

't shows the ‘'resident doing as well today as he did in 1968 with
virtually every group and with each geographical area gxcept in the
middle west where the President's support is badly off from the 1968
levels,

“{arris believes that the mid-west has been particularly affected by a
recessionary psychology, farmer discontent and the GM strike. He
regards this as a ‘gpecial situation” and concludes that because of
the basic Republicanigm of the mid-west, we will be able to recover
our support there,

The point of his analysis which he says he will make publicly (I will
believe it when he does) is that the “resident is W very good ghape
when his present support is compared to his 1968 performance except
in the mid-west where he believen that the damage will be repaired.

Tharles W, Colson
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