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TH E W H ITE HOUSE 

WA SHI N G T O N 

Date: May 1 , 1972 

To: H. R . HALDEMAN 

FROM: HARRYDENT~ 
Please handle -----­
For your information ---_. 
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State Executive Committee 

April 28, 1972 

Mr. Harry Dent 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dent: 

Dick Bennett asked me to send you a copy of a 

recent poll of 910 students at Auburn University, 

Auburn, Alabama. As you can see, the overwhelming 

majority of the students were for President Nixon. 

I thought that you might want this information for 

your files, 

A Senatorial preference is also sh~Nn with Mr. 

Blount leading Mr. Nettles and both leading Mr. Hartin. 

Sincerely, 

ROB MINOR, 
Executive Director 

RM/jlp 

Enclosure 

...... ,. ~ 1. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH1NJilTON 

Date: ________________ 

TO: L.. ~ 
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN 
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~.r 5, 1971 

1''''1 GOJU)()R STllACIIAN 

.rt.et. .!?21ll1~, .......eft Po~l:. o~ Alab_a 


You askeel . for ... pap 8 ...ary of the MOa poll of Alaa.. coDduct.ed 
bebNea J1Ule 21 aa4 July 14 \II'lder the cU.nctlon of Alli80ll Trel'...... 
and Rlet.. for ~. CCIIIIIIIlit.t.ee to boola'ag. WiDtoIl Blount. to au for til8 
U.S. SeDate. E'na wl~ut. 1:he ..bar!al aD Blount.·. candidacy the 
r •••lu are later••UIl9, hut. UCbnioal veakM•••• ca.t. 4oabt. Oft the 
poll'. accuracy. 

1) Alt.hou9h 805 per....l inurvie". WO\t14 1'1814 resalt.. with a 
.ut.l.Uoal UTOJ:' of + 3.5', u ladetania.toe auE.ler of '.cret. 
ball".- .en ac1II1ni.t"ere4 .1ther a. part. of or .Ubst.1t.uua for 
the p8J:1tOfta1 iDuZ'ri.ave, 

2) ODly ,. JlepQbUoau and 61 18-24 year old. were lDt.enriewe4 
yet. coDolwd.oa8 are off.red w1~t. aotlag that. the aacaracy 
le..1 vould 0. DO bet.~ thaD t 7-12' J 

3) If ay '"..lght.1agft prooe.. were us84 to •••ura accnttacy of t.h • 
• _ple then ia DO 4iaeuaaion of 'the prooea.. Only. cn4e -"1:'lfl ­
cat.IOD- ay..... that. COIIlpU'e8 Itnotm YOt.tav result.s froa 1'6. with the 
olaiaed YOt.iD9 behayior of the reapoa4eat. is mentioned; 

.. ) 'the report aontata. lai:erftal1y eoatra41cWry .t.at.emeat.a, 

5) The 4aDlOp-aphlc 'table ladleate. that. 50' of t.he re.poa4eata 
refded to Vl" their ate. ODe won4en bow 8uccaa.tul t.he intelf ­
ri.....r. were in obMiaiag aOCNrat.e re.1I1t.. to othar qtMHttlO1l•• 

8ubat.aU.a "ault.a of iftl:ereat. iDel" I 

1) IA either two-way (HixOIl-1f&l1aae) or three-way ulal h$ats the 
Pr.sideAt. 10... Alabaa but. DOt. by auch (2.1 If HixOD 9'8. Wallace, 
2 .. 7, ,... aD4 1.1 if 111xoR ... MQakie I Buapbrey or KaDaeay respeat.lvely,
wit.h ..llaca ... thll.'4 parq. candidat.a. 

l) In DOll-wallace trial heat.. MOil aoe. DOt proM wo beDeflta fl"011l 
walla.'. ab••ace, 

3) The opeD-eD4 aad acaparat.ift po.it.loa before aDd ctu1D9 Nixon'• 
.....i4eacy iD4icate that. 2.' of tboate who ai.approve of the Preaident 
_at.loa he -1. aot. workinv hard -0U9h, - yet. Oftly 11.2' _UOD b",••ift9 
... aource of di"PPl'oyal • 

• ) Alabaaa.a rank the soc1al 1.... fint., Vi.a. aecond., t.he eCOIlQID.y 

thlrd _4 the .D'rir.....t. foufth. 


GS:elr 

http:ball".-.en
http:coDduct.ed


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1971rl 

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN 

FROM: GORDON STRACHAN 

SUBJECT: Market Opinion Research Poll of Alabama 

Technical Comments 
The sUbstantive results, even without the material on Blount's candidacy, 
are interesting, but the technical weaknesses cast considerable doubt on 
the accuracy of the poll. 80S personal interviews would yield results 
with a statistical error of + 3.S%, but an indeterminate number of "secret 
ballots ll were administered. -In addition, conclusions are based on 61 18 
to 24 year olds and 64 Republicans, yet the report does not mention that 
the accuracy level would be no better than + 7-12% for these two groups. 
There is no discussion of the type of ··weighting" process which mayor may 
not have beeh used to assess the accuracy of the initial sample. Instead 
MOR used only a IIverification" system that compares known voting results 
from 1968 and the claimed voting behavior of the respondents. Conflicting 
statements in the report undermine its credibility: "a sample of regist­
ered voters in the state of Alabama" vs. ,(a) pproximately 84% of the 
adults interviewed are registered voters in Alabama." Also, the demo­
graphic table indicating that SO% of the respondents refused to give 
their age makes the interviewers' repr~sentation of the balance of the 
results questionable. Finally, a copy of the actual questionnaire should 
have been included. 

SUbstantive Results 
In either two-way (Nixon-Wallace) or three-way the President loses Alabama 
but not by much (2.1 if Nixon vs. Wallace; 2.7, 6.8 and 8.1 if Nixon vs. 
Muskie, Humphrey and Kennedy respectively, with Wallace as third party 
candidate). MOR offers non-Wallace trial heats, but does not probe who 
benefits from Wallace not being in the race. Also, MOR surprisingly 
claims that Kennedy leads Muskie and Humphrey against Nixon with Wallace 
out of the race. 

The perception of political figures section of the survey contains use­
ful open-ended questions, such as II {w)hy do you disapprove of the way 
Nixon is handling his job as President?" as well as the comparative pos­
ition questions such as n(s)ince President Nixon became President, have 
(Vietnam, Racial Problems, etc.) become better or worse?" The two 
most interesting results in this section are: 20% disapprove of Nixon be­
cause he "is not working hard enough," while only 11.2% mention the school 
bussing situation as a source of disapproval. 1I Few in Alabama believe 
the President is responsible for bussing because a follow-up question 
indicates that 67.9% blame the Federal courts while only S.S% blame 
the President. Of course, the interviewing was conducted before the 
mid-summer heat on bussing, so these results might have changed. 
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Memo To: Committee to Encourage Winton Blount 

- to~Run~for the U.S. Senate 


- -.. -­
From: Ji~y~Allison 

•Attached are excerpts from a statewide Alabama survey conducted 

June 21 :- July 14, 1971 by Market Opinion Research of Detroit, 

Michigan. 


When reviewing the Presidential information, it should be noted 
': that the survey was made prior to the President's economic policy 
a~dress. It also was made, however, before the recent heat on bussing 
increased in the South. I think i~'s safe to say that, on balance, the 
President today would still rate the same or possibly higher than 
shown in this research. 

I. Presidential Information 

-The'President'makes a good showing in Alabama. In my opinion, 
he comes much closer to Wallace in both the three-man race and the 
head-to-head contest than most professionals in Alabama would say is 

'possible. Wallace still is strong but it's evident his strength is 
slowly declining. This is true largely because he has been in office 
and, as Governor, has had to deal with unpopular tax and spending 
problems. ' His peak was reached in 1968 and he' 5 had nmvhere to go but 
down. Remember, he was just barely elected Governor over Albert Brewer. 

'Of course, Wallace IS decline is not the sale reason for the 
President's good showing. People in Alabama feel he has done a good 
job generally, that he's "doing his best", trying to "bring the boys 

,home, etc." He defeats all Democrats by wide margins, although it is 
interesting to note that Kennedy does slightly better against Nixon 
than the others. Kennedy's increase all comes in D\strict 6 (Birmingham), 
where he does much better with young voters and Blacks against Nixon ' 
'than the other Democrats. ' . . __ _... c 

1225 19TH STREET N W WASHINGTON D C 20036 (202) 833 1764 
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It's realistic to say that a'Presidential race today in Alabama 

would be a close one. But this should be encouraging to the 

Administration, because in other Southern states Wallace certainly 

wouldn't be as strong as he is in Alabama,' 


Nixon's two significant weaknesses in Alabama are the economy 

and the "bussing/doesn't keep his promises" concern. A year from 

now both of these could be cooled. If so, the President will be in 

good shape. 


II. The Blount Candidacy 

As for the Red Blount candidacy, there are a lot of encouraging 
facts in the report. First, the President's popularity is a real plus. 
Realistically, a candidate can't ride his coattails, but an unpopular 
PresiPent can defeat the candidate. 

The Blount a\</areness is higher than I would have guessed -- ­
63%. It's significant too that the percentage is even higher among 

ticket-splitters -- 74.7%. For a non-incumbent this far before an 

election, cabinet member or not, this high aw identification is a 

favorable sign. This is especially true because there are no real 

negatives against Blount. Increased postal rates, etc. just aren't 

real issues, nor is his wealth. 


The big plus in the survey is the fact that Sparkman 

does not get 50% of the vote in any test against Blount. The undecided 

count is fairly heavy but that is natural at this stage of the game. 

An incumbent's in trouble when he cannot muster 50%. 


, 
The survey shows that Blount handily defeats any other 


Democrat including Lambert ~1ims J John Cashen and Jimmie Faulkner. And 

he defeats Jim ~1artin in a Primary in seven of the eight Districts 

(Martin carries only his own, the 7th). No other Republican shows any 

weight in the survey. The poll conclusively shows that no other 

Republican has a chance to defeat Sparkman except Blount. 


But Blount's chances have to be considered uphill. First, 
. there's a very small, straight Republican vote and, as we know, the 

Party is functioning poorly at the state level in Alabama. This means 
he'll have to pull about 85% of the ticket-splitters and 40% of the 
Democrats to win. 

Secondly. there are few issues for a campaitn with the exception 
of Sparkman's age. Many people identified him as old or in office too 
long and this is a plus --- handled correctly. But there's no Gore or 
Yarborough stigma to Sparkman in Alabama. The issues have to be youth 
and leadership and "He will do more for Alabama." Sparkman should be 
pushed as far to the left as possible, but this will be difficult. 
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The Blacks will be for Sparkman. There should be no 
great financial expenditure to attract this vote because it can't 
be won. The best solution would be for a John Cashen to run as 
a 3rd Party Senate candidate. Each vote he attracts will come from 
Sparkman, not Blount, so encouragement of a Black candidate is in 
order. 

II I • Summary: 

The Senate race is winnable but a Itmistake-free" campaign 
is necessary. We know that the turnout will be high in the Presidential 
year so a positive campaign to attract the ticket-splitters and 
Democrats is called for. A real study of the Danforth-Symington race 
in Missouri in 1970 needs to be made as there are many similarities --­
age of candidate, lack of conservative/liberal issues, relatively high 
'awareness of non-incumbent, little chance to get the Black vote, poor 
Republican organization, etc. 

As we said in our earlier report, the odds probably are 
60/40 against us. But they're no worse than ~ny other Southern 
~ampaign this far before the election --- and in recent years 
we~ve won some with even greater odds against the Republican candidate. 

Encs. 
JA:erh 

, 




THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

SepteITlber 17, 1971 

ADMINISTRATIVEL Y CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM FOR: GORDON STRACHAN 

FROM: L. HIGBY L,.­

Bob aSked that you pullout a one-page excerpt of the iITlportant 
iteITls contained in the attached, He views this as a test of your 
insight in this whole area. Pull carefully. 

AttachITlent 
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MARKET OPINION RESEARCH 


FORHJORD 


Purpose 

The purpose of this study was to provide base data on Alabama voters 
. 

prior to the 1972 election year. The study -sought to: 

(l) 	 identify the ballot strengths and weaknesses of. 

various'Presidential and Senatorial candidates 

(2) 	 analyze voter perceptions and awareQesses of . 
. 

incumbent office holders and of the abilities 

of their potential challen~ers 

(3) 	 determine the factors that can be influential 


in voters' ballot decisions 


(4) 	 identify the national and state issue structure 

of voters in Alabama 

Research Oesign 

Eight hundred and five (805) personal inter~iews and secret ballots 

were administered to a sample of registered voters in the State of 

Alabama. All interviewing was done between June 21 and July 14, 1971. 



MARKET OP] N ION RESEARCH 

,'- Inferviewing was conducted by professional interviewers under the 

supervision of r·1arket Interviews, a Nholly m'lned subsidiary of Market 

Opinion Research. 

The sample of registered voters interviewed was selected in a manner 

to guarantee their representativeness of the registered voter 

population in Alabama. A probability-proportionate-to-size stratified 

area sampling design was used. This technique allows precise computation 

of the probable sampling error in the research estimates: the standard 

error (sampling error) of a sample of 800 is + 3.5%. This means.. ­
that an interval of 3.5% on either side of the percentage results 
. 

found in this survey will very probably contain the true population 

value. 

As a verification of the sample, the report of the past vote was checked 

against the actual Alabama vote in the 1968 Presidential election. 

The figures for the Humphrey vote are within sampling tolerance, \,/bile 

those for the Wallace vote are not. This finding is consistent with 

the observed tendency of voters to overclaim the victor (Nixon) and 

underclaim the loser in a po~t election survey. 

1968 Presidential Election Actual Vote Poll Committed Vote 

Nixon 14.0% 32.8% 
Humphrey 18.7 18.7 
Wallace 65.9 49.0 



MARKET OPINION RESEARCH 

For purposes of analysis, the data \':ere broken in five ways: 
\ 

" _~..r 

Number Of Percentage Of 
Res~ondents Res~ondents 

Bl Tlee of Voter 
Repubiican 67 8.3% 
Ticket-spl itter 178 22.1 
Democrat 380 47.2 
f4arginal 180 22.4 

Bl Congressional District 
One 98 12.2 
Two 88 11. 0 
Three 112 13.9 
Four 64 7.9 
five 96 11.9 
Six 107 13.3 
Seven 128 15.9 
Eight 112 13.9 

B~ Age of Res~ondent 
,r-", 18 to 24 61 7.6\ 

',.j 25 to 34 141 17.5 

35 to 44 123 15.3 

45 to 54 143 17 .8 

55 to 64 162 20.1 


. 65 and over 167 20.7 

Don't know 8 .1.0 


By Income of Res~ondent 
o - $4,999 284 35.3 
$5,000 - $9,999 256 .3.1.8 
$10,000 - $14,999 102 12.7 
$15,000 and over 70 8.7 
Don't knm'l 93 11.5 

By Race of Reseondent 
White 636 79.0 
Black 163 20.2 
Don't know 6 .8 , 

Questionnaire response editing, coding, keypunching, computing, 

tabulation, and analysis ~/ere performed by trained personnel and computer() 
systems at the r'tarket Opinion Research office in Detroit, r~ichigan. 
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BACKGROUND 

Introduction 

. . 
"The adult population can be categorized into four groups, based on their past 

voting behavior. The behavioral Republican voter group consists of persons 

. who vote either a straight Republican ticket or v/ho vote mostly Republican. 

The behavioral Democrat. similarly, consists of pers~:ms \'Iho vote a straight 

Demo~ratic ticket or vlho vote mostly Democratic. The behavioral Ticket Splitter 

consists ·of persons \-/ho divide their votes bebleen Republican and Democratic 

tickets in some roughly equal proportion. The Harginal voters consists of 

persons \"ho did not vote in the last election and who do not remember hovl they 

o 	 voted.. The definitions of these four groups is well established in political 

research and is of considerable use in data analysis. The groups occur in the 

adult, population in the follm·ting proportions: 

Type 	of Voter %of Total Adults 

Republican 8.3 % 
Ticket Splitter 24 .. 1 
Democratic 47.2 
Marginal 24.2 . 

A Republican candidate, to \·tin in an Alabama election by even a small margin 

.will need (1) very strong support among his own party, (2) to dominate among 

the Ticket Splitters, and (3) to run fairly strong among his opponent's party. 

Furthermore, (4) he vlould have to secure almost half of the vote of those 

o 

~. , 	 .. 
~. 
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MARKET OPINION RESEARCH 
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\...../ Marginal voters that do turn out. For example: 

Candidate A (Republican): 5'% of popular vote needed to win:. 

%Vote Among Party %of Popular Vote 
Party/Voter Type %of Total Voters Needed by Candidate A Needed 

Republican 8.3% • 95% 7.9% 
, Ti cket Sp1i tter ~!l" . 85 20.4 I~J 
. Democrat 47.2 42 20.0 J~ 
Margi na1 24.0,%-1;'t{' 20 	 4.8 ~$' 

100.0 


Popular Vote of Candidate A 


Congressional Districts by Voter Type 

.. 
In all ei£ht Alabama Congressional Districts the Democratic voters outnumber 

f'"\,.;1 	 all other voter types. Congressional Uistricts T\·/o, Four, Five, Seven, and 

Eight are the most heavily Democratic. On the other hand, there are propor­

tionately more Repub1 icans in Districts Six, Seven, and E~ght. Ticket Splitters' 

are found most often in Districts One and Two. The Marginal voter appears most 

often in Districts Three, Five and Six. 

Congress i ana1 Districts 

Type of Voter Total One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eioht 
% 

100% 	 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% i 005~ 

Republican 8.3 4.1 2.3 3.6 6.3 4.2 14.9 14.9 12.5 
Ti cket Sp1 i tter ,.~J ~ 30.6 36.3 17.0 21.9 11.5 27.1 22.7 ~12.5 
Democrat 47.2 44.9 44.1 38.4 51.6 50.0 38.3 53.9 64.2 
Marginal 22.4 20.4 27.3 41.1 20.3 34.4 29.6 8.6 10.7 

() 
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MARKET OPINION RESEARCH 

Key Demographic Variables by Voter Type 

Among age g,roups, there are re1ati vely more Democrats in the ovel' 35 bracket> 

Republicans are found most often in the young-middle age group (25-34), 

and Ticket Splitters in a slightly more broad'age group (25·44). The young 

, (18-24) and the very old {65+} con~ain the largest proportion of Marginal Voters. 

Age 

Type of Voter Totals 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 5S-64 Over 6~ 

Republican 8.3% 4.9% 13.4% 4.9%. 9.1 % 7.S% 8.4% 
Ticket Splitting 22.1 18.0 28.4 26.8 21.0 21.0 16.2 
Demo<;rat 47.2 11.5 37.5 52.8 53.9 55.6 50.3 
Marginal 22.4 6S.6 20.S lS.5 16.1 16.1 25.2• 

Among all income g'roups, the Democrat voter is the most prevalent type of voter. 

Hm'lever, as income rises, the relative proportion of Democrats decreases, the 

proportion of Republicans and Ticket Sp14tters increases, and the proportion of 

Marginal voters decreases. While the 1m'lest income group is four to one Demo­

crats' to Ticket Splitters and over eight to one Democrats to Republicans, the 

uppermost income group is only three to one Democrats to Ticket Splitters and 

three to one Democrats to Republicans. 

Among racial groups, blacks tend ·to be more Democratic or Marginal voter, and 

less Ticket Splitter or Republican than whites. 

Income Race 
$0- $5,000- $10,000- $15,000­

Totals 5,000 10,000 15,000 Over White Black 

r'\ Republican 8.3% 6.0% 5.5% 11.8% 15.7% 9.7% 3.1 % 
i Ticket Splitter 22.1 13.4 26.9 31.3 30.0 25.0 11.6~ 

Democratic 47.2 51.7 46.5 44.1 45.7 46.5 49.7 
Marginal 22.4 28.9 21.1 12.8 8.6 18.7 35.6 

I 

I 
I 
J 
! 

.'!!O.lf' ...... .. .,~ 

~"."".'~-~ 
"-"--~,..-...... 

V' 



MARKET OPINION RESEARCH 

c-' Reg i s tered Vo ter s 
....._,'/ 

Approximately 84% of the adults interviewed are registered voters in Alabama. 

The Democrats are'most registered (96.6%), the ticket-splitters very close 

by (94.4%), and the Republicans su~prisingly 10\'/er (92.5%). The 10\'Jest group 

are the marginal voters (45.0%). Congressional Districts One, Three, Five, 

and Six are below the sample ~verage propo~tion.of adult registered voters. 

Expectedly, the young (18-24), the poor (income under $5,000) and the blacks 

have the highest levels of nonregistered. voters. 

Are ¥ou a registered voter in Al abama? 

Type of Voter Income Age 

/,-"\ Under $5,000- Over\...,} Total ~. T-S Oem. r~a rg. $5,000 $15,000 $15,000 18-24 Over 24 

·100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 10m; 

Yes 84.2 92.5 94.4 96.6 45.0 81.3 84.6 91.4 50.8 86.8 
No 15.8 7.5 5.6 3.4 55.0 18.7 15.4 8.6 29.2 13.2 

Congress io na1 Districts Race 
3~.. 
~', 

One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight White Bl ack 

100% 100% 100% 100% 1om~ 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Yes 81.6 85.2 75.9 87.5 75.0 82.2 95.3' 89.3 86.5 76.1 
No 18.4 14.8 24.1 12.5 25.0 17.8 4.7 10.7 13.5 23.9 

I 

http:propo~tion.of
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C~- Regularity of Voting 

Forty-one point four percent (41.4%) of the persons lntervie\'Jed claim to 

vote in nearly all elections, ~/hile 29.9% indicate they vote in all elections. 

The proportion that votes in one-half or less is only i2.5%, and persons that 

do not vote in any elections total 13.4%. Ticket-splitters seem to be the 

most regular voters by a slight margin, Districts Four and Seven hold an 'edge 

on other Di stri cts oj n terms of their regu1 arity of voti ng, and \llhites vote more 

often and regularly than blacks. 

. 
Thinking about all e 1 ec t ion s \'/0 u 1 d yo u say that you 

/"-, 
Type of Voter Race 

\_J Total Rep. T-S 'Oem. r~arg . ~Jhite Black 

100% 100% 1om~ 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Don't v()te a t a11 13.4 1.5 1.3 56.7 10.2 25.2 
Vo te in 1es s tha n 

one-ha1 f 4.8 2.8 6.6 -5.0 3.B 9.2­
Vote in one-half 7.7 9.0 11.8 7 .1 ' 4.4 7.7 6.7 
Vote in nearly 

every election 41.4 49.3 47.2 50.3 13.9 43.9 32.5 
~ Vote in all 29.9 32.8 37.1 33.4 14.4 31.4 25.2 
1·: Don't knol'l 2.7 7.5 1.1 1.3 5.6 3.0 1.2::.' 

Congress iona 1 Districts 

Total One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight 

100% 100% 1oo;~ 1Oo;~ 100% 100% 1om~ 100% 100% 

Don't vote at all 13.4. 16 ~3 14.8 23.2 12. 5 18.8 17.8 4.7 1.8 
Vote in less than 

one hal f 4.8 5.1 10.2 3.6 3.1 7.3 2.3 8.0 
Vote in one-half 7.7 8.2 8.0 .9 4.7 4.2 8.4 14.1 10.7 
Vote in nearly 

0 
every e1 ection 41.4 38.8 39.8 42.9 31.3 44.8 46.7 32.8 50.9 

Vote in all 29.9 27.6 25.0 28.6 48.4 24.0 26.2 46.1 17.0 
Don't knm·/ 2.7 4.1 2.3 .9 1.0 .9 11.6 
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Perceived Voting Affiliation 

Quite aside from \~hat type of voter a person might be on the basis of his 

past voting behavior, respondents \'/ere asked what they considered themselves 
. 

'Republican, Democrat, or Independent. r'bst persons see themselves as 

Democrats (49.4%), while 26.3%' see themsel~es as Independents, and 14.3% 

as Repub1 ica ns. About 10% (9.9%) i nd ica te they don I t know. A hig her percentage 

of behavioral 

Democrats see 

themselves as 

tends to call 

Republ icans see themsel ves as Republ kans than do behavioral 
. . . 

themselves as Democrats or behavioral ticket-splitters see 

Independents. This latter group, vlhile splitting its tickets, 

itself Democratic more so than Republican. 

,"~" Do you consider yourself a 

Republ ican 
Democra t 

=.. Independent~' " '!:;", Don It knO\'/ 

Key Past Elections 

Type of Voter 

Total ~. T-S Oem. ~1argi na1 

100% 100% 100% ' 100% 100% 

14.3 82.1 9.6 3.7 16.1.f 
49.4 27.5 77 .1 31.1 
26.3 14.9 55.6 16.1 23.3 
9.9 3.0 7.3 3.2 29.4 

In the 1968 Presidential election, 35.0% of the respondents indicated that 

they voted for Hallace, 23.5% for Nixon, 13.3% for Humphrey, and 28.4% did not 

vote/do not remember. Behavioral Republicans stood solidly behind Nixon, while 

I 
, 

I 
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ticket-splitters and marginals split between Wallace and Nixon. Behavioral 

Democra ts s'upported Wall ace foll owed by Humphrey and Ni xon. Congress iona 1 

District Six was the only one clearly for Nixon, the' others going to Wa11ace 

(except for Four, which was tied between Nixon and Wallace). Wallace got 

his best support among the over-3S"voters, from the under $10,000 income 

households and from whites, while Nixon got his support evenly across age 

groups, from upper income ($lS,OOO+) households'and from whites. Blacks 'went 

predominantly to Humphrey . 

.•
How did you vote for President in 1 968? 

Type of Voter Age Income Race 

$10,000 
,.~-~., Over Under and 
\ ) 
"~ Total ~. T-S Oem. r,la rg; 18-24 2S-34 34 $10,000 Over White Blac~- -

l-OO;~ 100% 100% 100% lO05s 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100:: 

Nixon 23.S 62.7 37.6 16.3 10.0 26.2 2S.4 18.7 39.0 26.7 11. 7 
Humphrey 13.0 3.0 7.9 21.6 3.9 1.6 12.8 14.1 14.6 11.0 S.O 43.6 
Wallace 35.0 6.0 41.6 46.1 16.1 9.8 24.8 39.8 3S.6 29.1 44.0 1.2 
Didn't 
vote/D. K. 28.4 28.4 12 ~ 9 16.1 70.0 88.S 36.2 .20.7 31.1 20.9 24.2 43.6 

;:!!. 
~:., 
~.:,. 

In the 1966 Senatorial election,' 54.7% of the respondents indicate they voted 

for Sparkman, S.S% for Grenier, and 39.8% did not vote or do not remember. All 

voter groups went to Sparkman by significant margins and Grenier was comparatively 

strong only in Districts Four and Six and among upper income households ($10,000+). 

I 

I 
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C~· How did you vote for Sena tor in 1966? 

T.¥~e of Voter Income 

$10,000 
Under and 

Total ~. T-S Oem. Marg. $10,000 Over 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Sparkman 54.7 41.8 59.6 71.3 19.4 53.5 56.4 
Grenier 5.5 19.4 8.4 3.9 .6 3.0 11.6 
Did not. vote/ 

Don't knoh' 39.8 38.8 32.0 24.8 80.0 43.5 32.0 

In the 1970 Gubernatorial election, 40.6% of the respondents claim voting 

for Hallace against 34.5% for Bre\'ler, \,/ith 24.8% not voting/not knowing. 

Republ lcans ltlent over two to one for BrevJer, but 'ticket-spl itters significantly 

preferred Hallace, and the behavioral D~mocrats gave ~lallace a slim 

• decisive edge. Bre\<Jer \von Districts Four and Six and was close in Seven, 

all others going to Hallace. Higher income groups ($10,000+) VJent to Brewer, 

while blacks were heavily in favor of Brewer; a·30% nonvote cut do\'ln o,n 
, 

Brewer's margin. \~hites, of course, \'Iere heavily for Wallace. 

How did .¥ou vote for Governor in 1970? 

Type of Voter Income Race 

Under Over 
Total Rep. T-S Oem. t1arg • $10,000 $10,000 Hhite B1 ack 

.100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Hal1ace 40.6 23.9 52.2 48.4 18.9 40.7 36.0 50.2 4.9 
Brev/er 34.5 52.2 37.0 41.1 11.1 31.9 43.6 28.3 58.9 
Did not vote/ 

Doni t knO\'/ 24.8 23.9 10.1 10.6 70.0 27.4 20.3 21.5 36.2 

'0 
I 
I 
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Voter Group Demographic Profiles 

Republicans are fairly similar demographically to ticket-splitters, and 

together they are considerably different from the Democratic and marginal 

voters. The Republ ican and ticket:'spl itterare significantly more 1ikely to 

have a college or college post-graduate education, more likely to be in a 

higher income bracket ($10,000+) , more likely to be in the 21-34 age groups, 

more likely to be white, more likely to be of the Roman Catholic religion, 

and more 1ikely to be professional/technical in occupation. The Democrat, 

• 
on the other hand, is more likely to have an education only up to high 

. 
school, to have income under $10,000, to be blue collar, to be older (35 and 

above), to be black, and hold the Protestant faith. The marginal voter is 

some\'lhat similar to the Democrat, aside from the higher inciden'ce of young 

peopl e (18-24), housewives and students, 10\'Jer than high school education and 

lO\'Jer incomes. 

I 
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~. T-S 

EDUCATI f)~1 

Grade school or less 
Some high school 
Graduated high school 
Some college
Graduated college 
Post graduate work 
Refused 

I NCOI-IE

° - $2,999
$3,000 - $4,999 
$5,000 t" $5,999 
$6,000 - $6,999 
$7,000 - $9,999 

. $10,000 - $14,999 
$15,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 and over 
Refused 

18 - 20 years

21 - 24 ye'ars 

25 - 29 years 

30 - 34 years 

35 - 39 years 

40 - 44 years 

45 - 49 years 

50 - 54 years 

55 - 59 years 

60 - 64 years 

65 and over 

Refused 


SEX 

Hale 
Female 

NATION.tl.L ORIGH~ 

Ameri can born \'/h ite 
Negro
Foreign born 
Not stated 

Demographic Data 

Total 

100% 

27.7 
21.2 
29.2 
11.3 
6.6 
3.0. 
1.0 

20~0 
15.3 
9.1 

10.1 
12.7 
12.7 
7.5 
1.2 

11.6 

2.6 
5.0 
9.6 
8.0 
6.8 
8.4 
8.7 
9.1 

~O'(O 1~:~ 

. ,20.7 

1.0 

50.4 
49.6 

78.5 
20.2 

.5 

.7 

I 

I 

Oem. 

100% 

29.2 
23.7 
30.3 
10.8 
4.2 
1.6 

.3 

21.3 
17.4 
7.6 

11. 1 
12.6 
11.8 

7. 1 
1.3 

: 9.7 

1.8 
7.1 
6.8 
6.6 

10.5 
8.7 

11.6 
13.4 
10.3 
2'2.1 
1.1 

51.3 
48.7 

77.4 
21.3 

.5 

.8 

Marg. 

100% 

36.7 
20.6 
26.7 
8.9 
4.4 
1.1 
1.7 

28.9 
16.7 
13.3 
7.2 
9.4 
7.2 
2.2 
1.1 

. 13.9 

11.7 
10.6 
10.6 
5.6 

·3.9 
6.7 
6.7 
6. 1 

7.2 
7.2 

23.3 
.6 

47.8 
52.2 

65.6 
32.2 

.6 
1.7 

100% 

19.4 
10.4 
32.8 
14.9 

9.0 
10.4 
3.0 

14.9 . 
10.4 
1.5 
9.0 

10.4 
17.9 
14.9 

1.'5 
19.4 

4.5 
13.4 
14.9 
6.0 
3.0 

11.9 
7.5 
7.5 

10.4 
20.9 

47.8 
52.2 

92.5 
7.5 

100% 

18.5 
20.8 
28.1 
13.5 
12.9 
5.1 
1.1 

10.1 
11.2 
10.7 
11.2 
16.9 
18.0 
10.7 . 
1.1 

10.1 

6.2 
12.4 
10.1 
10.7 
7.9 
9.6 
7.3 

10. 1 
9.0 

15.2 
1.7 

52.2 
47.8 

88.8 
10.7 

.6 
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Demographic Data 

---_._------­

C~,/ 	 (Continued) 

Total Rep. T-S Oem. Marg. 

'100% -100% 100% 100% 100% 
UNION MEMBERSHIP 
Yes 14.3 13.4 12.9 16.3 11.7 
No 80.7 83.6 82.6 77.4 85.0 
'Not sfated 5.0 3.0 4.5 6.3 3.3 

RElIG 
Jewish 
PrQteS'tant 91. 7 89.6 92.7 93.7 87.2 
Roman Catholic 3.5 9.0 3.9 2.6 2.8 
Other 4.2 1.5 2.8 3.4 8.3 
Not stated .6 .6 .3 1.7• 
OCCUPATIO~-RESPONDErIT 

~ 	 Professional/Technical 6.8 14.9 11.2 4.5 4.4 
Farm owners/;~nagers 2.6 2.8 2.9 2.8> 
Officiai s/l3usiness Q'.·mer 4.7 4.'5 5.6 6.1 1.1 
Clerical/Sales workers 7.3 9.0 7.9 8.4 3.9 

cro, 

( J 
Skilled craftsmen/Foremen 7.1 6.0 5.1 9.2 5.0 

~ Operatives/Kindred workers 10.6 3.0 8.4 12.4 . 11. 7 
Service workers/Laborers 8.2 6.0 5.6 8.2 11. 7 
Housewife/Student 34.7 37.3 36.0 30.5 41.1 
Retired 15.3 19.4 15.2 16.3 11.7 
Unemployed/Disabled/Refused 2.7 2.3 1.6 6.7 

OCCUPATION-HE.lI.D OF HOUSEHOLD 
Professional/Technical 9.2 19.4 12.9 6.1 8.3 
Farm o\'mers/tlanagers 4.5 5.6 4.5 5.0 
Officials/Business owner 7.2 7.5 8.4 7.6 5.0 
Clerical/Sales workers 8.9 17 .9 9.6 8.7 5.6 
Skilied craftsmen/Fore~en 13.7 6.0 13.5 15.5 12.8 
Operatives/Kindred Harkers 14.9 7.5 12.9 16.8 15.6 
Service ~orkers/Laborers 10.2 9.0 9.0 10.0 12.2 
Housewife/Student 9. 1 11.9 9.6 8.4 8.9 
Retired 18.3' 19.4 14.0 19.7 18'.9 
Unemployed/Disabled/Refused 3.7 1.5 2.8 2.6 7.8 

(J 

I 
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Ratings of Factors Important to Voters in an Election 

Respondents were asked to consider each of eleven possible factors in election 

decisions and to then rate the factor on an eleven point scale, depending on how 

important it \'la~~hem. The total electorate rates Honesty by a significant margin 

as the most irf1portant factor (9.5) in deciding Vlhich candidate to vote for. 

Th-is is followed by Intelligence (9.2). Next are Position on Vietnam (8.4), 

Experience and Position on racial problems (both 8.3), follm'/ed by ~1aturity (8.l) 

and Position on unemployment (8.0). Position on pollution (7.5) comes next, 

with Youthfulness (4.9) and Political party (4.5) following. Last and expressed 

as fairly unimportant is the Area of the state the candidate is from (3.0). This• 
latter rating is an interesting result, considering the variability of the 

secret ballot races by Congressional District. It indicates that people do 

have geographic {local r favorites in spite of what they claim to be true under 

a direct question . 
• 

~lhen the_ data are broken by type of voter, Repub1 i cans tend to rate Posi ti on on 

Vietnam and Intelligence more important than other voters. Ticket Splitters 

give notably lm'ler ratings to Area of state, Political party, Position on 

Vietnam, Youthfulness; they give higher ratings to Position on racial problems 

and maturity. Democrats put a pr.emium on Experience, Political party, Position 

on unemployment, and Area of state. 
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Rate how important each of the following factors will be to you in deciding 

which candidate to vote for ... 


(Important is scaled from 0, very unimportant, to 11, extremely important) 

T~ee' of Voter 

Total T-S Oem. r~arg .~ 

Honesty 9.5 9.6 9.6 9.5 9.5 
Intelligence 9.2 9.S 9.4 9.1 9.1 
Position on Vietnam 8.4 8.6 8.3 8.3 8.6 
Experience 8.3 8.4 8.0 8.4 8.2 
Positifln on racial problems 8.3 8.1 8.4 8.2 8.3 
~laturity 8.1 8.1 8.5 8.0 7.8 
Position on unemployment 8.0 7.8 7.9 8.2 8.1 
Position on pOllution 7.5 7.6 7.8 7.4 7.3 
YouthfuJ ness 4.9 5.2 4.8 5.1 4.5 
Political party 4.5 4.4 3.4 5.1 4.2 

.Area of state he's from 3.0 2.4 2.8 3.6 2.9 

Ratings of Political Endorsements 

Respondents were also asked to rate how important to them a political 

endorsement by each of several figures \-lOuld be. Endorsements, in 

general, are valued 1m-I, as indicated by the low ratings on the eleven 

point scale. Among the total electorate, endorsements by George Wallace 

are said to be most important, folio\'/ed by those of President Nixon and 

close behind, Albert Brewer and James Allen .. Least important are endorsements 

by Attorney General John r,1itchell, Hubert Humphrey, and Senator Edmund 

Muskie. Republicans value endorsements by Nixon, AlleD, and Agnew the 

most. Ticket-splitters say those by Nixon and Wallace are most important, 

while Democrats say Brewer and Wallace are most important. Marginals 

give a Wallace endorsement the highest rating, follm-/ed by one from 

Senator Edward Kennedy. 
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Rate how important the endorsement of each of the foll~wing persons
is to you . 

TlEe of Voter 

Total T-5 Dem. Marg.~ 

George }!a i i ace 4.6 3.7 4.4 4.7 5.0 
Richard :lixon 4.3 4.5 4.4 4.1 4.1 
A 1 bert Brev/er 4.1 4.2 3.7 4.7 3.7 
James Aiien 3.9 4.5 3.8 3.8 3.8 
Spiro AgnevJ 3.3 4.6 3.3 2.7 3.8 
Ed\<Jard' Kennedy 2.8 2.4 1.7 2.8 4.2 
Edmund r-iuskie 2.7 2.6 2.1 2.6 3.5 
Hubert Humphrey 2.7 2.7 1.9 2.5 3.7 
John Nitcheil 2.6 3.8 2.5 2.8 1.2 

• 

• 

c 
I 
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Presidential RaceC: 
. 

1. NixOD - Muskie - Wallace 

At the present time, voters in Alabama place Governor Wallace slightly 

ahead of President Nixon (33.3% to 30.6%), with Senator Huskie trailing 

far beh'ind (1l.9%). Almost one-~quarter (24.2%) of all persons polled 

indic~te they are presently~undecided. ~ver the various repeat ballots 

conducted on this Presidential race (needed to test the combination 

of Senatorial candidates) there are no significant differences betVleen 

each candidate's p~lling . 

. 
Wallace runs strongly \'lith the trad,itional Democratic voting group 

and takes about half of the ti cket-spi itters. Ha 11 ace is also strong . ­
() 	 among the marginal voters. Nixon follm<ls a similar pattern, except 

that he pulls more of the core Republicans than \-Iallace does of t~e core 

Democrats. Muskie's support comes from the traditional Democrats, 

\'-/ho as a group vote for Nixon as often as they do rluskie. Geographically, 

Nixon's strength and leadership is found in 'central Alabama, Congressional 

Districts Four, Five, Six and Seven. Hallace dominates in the sou.th 

and northernmost parts of the State (Districts One, Two, Three, and 

Eight), being weak in the reg~ons of Nixon's strength (Districts Six and 
, 

Seven). Muskie makes his strongest showing relative to his statewide 

average in Districts Three through Six, even though these areas are 

dominated by rlixon and \·[allace. 

o 

----.--~..----.~~~ --- -.-­ -- "" .... ----- -~,-. ... 
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C~ 	 In terms of demographic groups, Hallace leads Nixon i"the over 35 

age groups, in the under $10,000 income groups, and among whites. 

Aside from the support from younger voters, this pattern is similar 

to the pattern of upper-end socio-economic ·support for the.Republican 

candidate observed elsewhere in.the nation. Muskie is more similar 

to Ni·xon than Ha 11 ace in hi s support. r'1uski e runs stronger \'Jith younger 

voters, higher income voters, and blacks than he does with older, lower 

income or white voters. 

Type of Voter 

Total T-S Oem. r1a rg.~ 

100% 	 100% 100% 100% 100% . , 

Nixon 	 30.6 74.6 44.9 18.7 25.0 
(~, r1uski e 11.9 2.8 18.2 12.2 

~/ 

~lal1ace 33.3 6.0 37.1 33.7 38.9 

Undecided 24.2 19.4 15.2 29.5 23.9 


Congressional Districts 

One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight- . 
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% . 1 OO~~ 

Nixon 28.6 28.4 15.2 35.9 38.5 43.9 35.9 20.5 
~luskie 8.2 5.7 -17 .0 14. 1 13.5 19.6 10.2 7. 1 
Hallace 43.9 51.1 44.6 31.3 31.3 6.5 20.3 42.0 
Undecided 19.4 i4.8 23.2 18.8 i 6.7 29.~ 33.6 30.4 

o 
I 
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Demo~raphic Tables 

Total Nixon ~luskie' Wallace Undecided 

NCOilE 
o - $4,999 100% 22.9 11.6 33.5 32.0 
$5,000 - $9,999 100% 29.7 14.5 36.7 19.1 
$10iOOO - $14,999 100% 39.2 11.8 32.4 16.7 
$15,000 and over 100% 52.9 10.0· 21.4 15.7 

AGE 

18 - 24 years 
25 - 34 years 
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - -64 yea rs 
65 years and over 

100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 
100% 

37.7 
34.8 
30.9 
31. 5 
22.2 
31.1 

13.1 
13.5 
14.6 
13.3 
10.5 
9.0 

27.9 
34.0 
31. 7 
32.2 
34.0 

,34.7 

21.3 
17.7 
22.8 
23.1 
33.3 
25.1 

RACE 
~lhite 100% 30.7 7.5 40.9 20.9 
Black 100% 29.4 29.4 3. i 38.0 

2. Nixon - Wallace 

When Wallace faces Nixon alone on the Presidential ballot, the President . . 

trails by a narrower margin than previously, 2~1%. More than one­

quarter of those polled indicate they are undecided between the two 

candidates at this time. There are no significant differences b~tween 

these proportions over five b9ilots administered on which this was the 

Presidential choice. The vote that previously went to Muskie goes to 

Nixon (4.4%), Wallace (3.8%) and undecided (3.6%). 

Among voter groups, the core Republicans are eight to one in favor of 

Nixon over Wallace, and the ticket-splitters give Nixon a significant 
-

edge over Wallace (48.3% to 33.7%). Behavioral Democrats are less 



MARKET OPINION RE.SEARCH 

(~ 	 certain: while they favor Hallace by a two-to-one margin, more than 

one-third are undecided. Marginal.voters go for Hallace more than 

Nixon, by a small margin (6.1%). 

As previously, Nixon leads in central Alabama, Congressional Districts 

Four, Five, Six, and Seven. Wallace 1 s strength comes from Districts 

One, T\'/o, 	 Three, and Eight (southern and northernmost parts of Alabama). 

As mfght be expected, each candidate is weakest in the other's strongest 

region. 

Demographic patterns follow the trends established previously in the 

Nixon, Muskie, Wallace race: persons most in,favor of Nixon come from 

the under 44 age groups, the over $10,000 income groups, and the blacks, 

\'/hile the older, lm'ler income, and white voters in Alabama are more 

likely to support Wallace. 

T.Y!2e of Voter 

Total Rep. T-S Oem. Marg. 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Nixon 35:0 74.6 48.3 22.6 33.3 
~!allace 37.1 "9.0 33.7 42.6 39.4 
Undecided 27.8 16.4 18.0 34.7 27.2 

Congressional Districts 

One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Nixon 	 32.7 29.5 20.5 42.2 43.8 53.3 39.8 21.40 Hallace 48.0 50.0 50.0 34.4 34.4 8.4 32.8 41. 1 
Undecided 19.4 20.5 29.5 . 2.3 ,4 21.9 38.3 27.3 37.5 

I 

/ 
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Demographic Tables 

Total Nixon Wallace Undecided 

I Ncm'lE 
o - $4,999" 100% • . 29.6 35.9 34.5 


. $5,000 - $9,999 100% 32.0 43.4 24.6 

$10,000 - $14,999 100% 43.1 34.3 22.5 

$15,000 and over 100% 58.6 21.4 20.0 


AGE 

. 18 - -24 years 100% 50.8 29.5 19.7 
25 - 34 yeats 100% 38.3 35.5 26.2 
35 - 44 years 100% 39.0 35.8 25.2 
45 - 54 years 100% 33.6 36.4 30.1 
55 - 64 years 100% 24.7 40.1 35.2 
65 and over 100% 34.7 38.9 26.3 

RACE 

\lhite 100% 32.2 45.0 22.8 
Black 100% 45.4 6.1 48.5 o 

" 
3. Nixon - Humphrey - Hal1ace 

in thisthree-vray Presidential race, Hallace leads Nixon by a significant 

margin (35.7% to 28.9:), and Humphrey polls a distant third with 14~4% 

.of the ballots. ~ompared to the Nixon-~lallace race, Humphrey's support 

has emerged primarily from the ranks of the undecided and previously­

Nixon voters. In' a~tion, Humphrey runsslightly stronger than fv1uskie 

as the Democratic candidate (14.4~ for Humphrey, 11.9% for Muskie). 

Nixon runs very strong among core Republicans, more so than does Hallace 

run among core Democrats. Ticket-splitters favor Nixon by a slight 

margin. Democrats favor Hallace by a substantial margin over Humphrey 

o and rlixon, \'/ho run fairly close. f1arginal voters favor \·lallace by almost 

. two to one over Nixon, \·rith Humphtev-pT~i 19 third. 
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Geographically, Nixon leads in central Alabama as pr~viously. Humphrey 

shows most support in Congressional Districts Four, Five, and Six, . 
while Wallace is again leading in southern and northernmost Alabama. 

The demogrephic'groups in support of the candidates are similar to 
. 

. pat~erns observed previously \'Jith the follo\'ling exceptions; the 

younger voters are only slightly more in favor of Nixon and the group 

is limited to those aged 18 - 24. Wallace leads in all other age groups . . 
Apparently placing Humphrey on the ballot pushes the younger voter 

more to Wallace instead of Nixon. Higher income voters tend 
• 

to vote Nixon, \1hi1e the black vote goes heavily to Humphrey. 

T~lie of Voter 

(~ )
'./ 

Total Oem. Marg.~ 

100%. 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Nixon 28.9 76.1 43.8 16.6 22.8 
Humphrey 14.4 3.0 4.5 20.5 15.6 
~la11 ace 35.7 6.0 38.8 37.1 40.6 
Undecided 21.0 14.9 12.9 25.8 21.1 

Congressional Districts 

One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 1OO;~ 100% 

Nixon 26.5 27.3 14.3 37.5 30.2 39.3 36.7 22.3 
Humphrey 9.2 8.0 10.7 14. 1 19.8 30.8 11.7 10.7 
Wa 11 ace .50.0 45.5 47.3 34.4 38.5 7.5 25.0 41.1 
Undecided 14.3 19.3 27.7 14.1 11.5 22.4 26.6 25.9 

o 
I 
I 
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Demographic Tables(j 

Total Nixon Humphrey \·la 11 ace Undecided 

I NCor'lE 

o - $4,999 100% 17.3 21.5 34.5 26.8 
$5,000 - $'\;),999 100% 27.7' 12.5 41.0 18.8 .$10,000 - $14,999 100% 44.1 7.B 33.3 14.7 
$15,000 and over 100% 57.1 B.6 21.4 12.9 

AGE 
1B - 24 years 100% 36.1 14.B 32.8 16.4 
25 - '34 years 100% 34.8 12.1 36.9 16.3 
35 - 44 years 100% 30.1 21.1 33.3 15.4 
45 - 54 years 100% 2B.7 14.0 33.6 23.8 
55 - 64 years 100% 22.8 13.6 36.4 27.2 
65 and over 100% 26.3 13.2 37.7 22.8 

. RACE 
\vhite 100% 31.3 6. 1 44.0 18.6 
Black 100% 19.0 47.2 '2.5 31.3 

4. Nixon - Kennedy - Hallace• 

Replacing Humphrey on the ballot with Kennedy has only slight effects 

upon each of the three Presidential candidates. As before, Wallace 

'polls 34.2% to lead Nixon (26.1%) by a significant margin. Kennedy 

places third with 16.0% of the ballots. 

Wallace runs strong, among the Democratic regulars and picks up as much 

of the ticket-splitters vote as does Nixon. Marginal' voters, t60, 

are in f~vor of Wallace. Hixon's support comes from the core Republican 

voters, about half of the ticket-splitters and 15% of the Democrats. 

Kennedy is the most popular of the Democratic candidates tested on the 

I 
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secret ballots, among the entire sample as well as the Democrats. He 

trails I-Iallace among these voters, however, by a nearly two to one margin. 

Nixon's geographic support falls to Congressional Districts Four, Five, and 

Seven when. Kennedy runs on the same ballot against Wallace. Kennedy is respon­

sible for this loss, leading Nixon sl ightly in District Six. Wallace, as usual, 

dominates Districts One, Two, Three and Eight, with a particular weakness 

;n District Six. 

Demographically, Wallace leads in all age groups except theyoung,18 - 24 

years,'which goes largely to Nixon. Kennedy makes his strongest showing 

among the 35 - 44 age group. In terms of income, normal party voting 

behavior is obvious, with Nixon carrying the u~per income groups {$10,000 

and over} substantially. While the white vote is 4 to 3 for Wallace over 
, 

Nixon, the black vote is heavily in favor of Kennedy over Nixon .• 

.Type of Voter 

Total T-S Dem. f·1arq.~ 
-100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Nixon 26.1 71.6 39.9 15.0 18.9 
Kennedy 16.0 4.5 7.9 19.2 21. 7 
Wa ii ace 34.2 6.0 37.1 36.8 36.1 
Undecided 23.7 17.9 15.2 28.9 23.3 

Congressional Districts _ 

, One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight 
100% 100% 100% 1Oo;~ 1Oo;~ 100% 100% 100% 

Nixon 25.5 20.5 9.8 35.9 29.2 35.5 32.8 22.3 
Kennedy 9.2 10.2 13.4 12.5 20.8 37.4 i 2.5 10.7 
~lailace 49.0 43.2 42.9 34.4 32.3 7.5 24.2 43.8"­

) Undecided 16.3 26.1 33.9 17.2 17.7 19.6 30.5 23.2\--- -_/ 
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(-, DemograQhic Tables 
'",-. ~' 

Total Nixon Kennedy Hallace Undecided 

INCor'lE 
o - $4,999. 100% 13.7 21. 5 33.5 31.3 

$5,000 - $9,999 100% 24~2 16.B 39.5 19.5 


. $10,000 - $14,999 100% 41.2 7.B 30.4 20.6 

$15,0'00 and over 100% 55.7 B.6 21.4 14.3 


AGE 
1B - 24 years 100% 37.7 21.3 27.9 13.1 
25 - ·34 yea rs 100% 29.1 19.9 35.5 15.6 
35 - 44 years 100% 26.B 22.B 31. 7 lB.7 
45 - 54 years 100% 25.2 14.7 32.9 27.3 
55 - 64 years 100% 20.4 11 .7 34.6 33.3•65 and over 100% 24.6 12.0 37.1 26.3 

RACE 
Hhite 100% 29.9 6. 1 42.6 21.4 
Black 100% 10.4 ;5.2 .6 33.7 

("'\.--'I 

• 5 . Remaining Presidential Ballots 

Hhen Nixon faces Nuskie, Humphrey, and Kennedy individually on separate 

ballots, he polls between 43% and 47% of the ballots. The most votes 

received by one of these three Democrats is Kennedy's 20.9%, the least 

being Muskie's 17.3%. In each case, however, a substantial portion of 

the voters remain at this time undecided. 

Nixon runs very heavily among behavioral Republicans and ticket-splitters 

against each Democratic candidate. In addition, among the Democrats, 

he polls more votes than the Democratic candidate. A comparison of the 

three 'De~ocratic candidates indicates that Kennedy is by a very slight 

I 
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margin the most acceptable of the three. Geographically, Nixon leads 

in all Congressional Districts but exhibits particular strength in _ 
. 

Districts One, Four, and Six. The Democratic candidates are notably 

strong also in District Six, which along with the previous data on 

l-lallace su.pport- indicates that this area is closest to the normal bi-party 

voting behavior observed in the rest of the U.S. District Two is 

particularly high in its undecided sentiment, indicating a reluctance 

on the part of Wallace supporters to vote for either of the major parties' 

candidates ." 

Demographically, Nixon leads Huskie, Humphrey, and Kennedy in ali age 

and income groups, though the President runs strongest among the young 

(18-34) voters and ~he upper income voters ($10,000 and above). Whites 

vote predominantly Nixon, while the Democratic candidates gather most 

• of the black vote, particularly in the case of Kennedy . 

T:t~e of Voter 

Total T-5 Oem. Marg.~ 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Nixon 42.5 76.1 63.5 29.2 37.2 
Muskie 17 :3 6.2 25.0 18.3 
Undecided 40.2 23.9 30.3 45.8 44.4 

Nixon 46.7 82.1 65.7 33.2 43-.3 
Humphrey 18. 1 3.0 6.7 25.8 18.9 
Undecided 35.2 14.9 27.5 41.1 37.8 

Nixon 43.5 80.6 62.4 32.1 35.0 
Kennedy 20.9 4.5 10.1 26.6 25.6 
Undecided 35.7 14.9 27.5 41.3 39.4 

Cj 
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Congressional DistrictsC~ 
One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Nixon 48.0 38.6 30.4 50.0 52.1 47.7 41.4 36.6 
r,1usk i e 17.3 9.1 25.0 18.8 13.5 21. 5 13.3 18.8 
Undecided 34.7 52.3 44.6 °31 . 3 34.4 30.8 45.3 44.6 

Nixon 52.0 45.5 41.1 56.3 47.9 45.8 47.7 42.0 
Humphrey 14.3 9.1 17.0 20.3 20.8 31.8 14.8 17 .0 
Undecided 33.7 45.5 42.0 23.4 31.3 22.4 37.5 41.1 

Nixon 52.0 33.0 33.0 51.6 47.9 42.1 46.9 43.8 
Kennedy 12.2 13.6 25.9 15.6 24.0 40.2 16.4 16.1 
Undecided 35.7 53.4 41.1 32.8 28.1 17 .8 36.7 40.2 

Demographic Tables 

~lus- Hum-
Total Nixon kie Undo Nixon phrey Undo Nixon Kennedy Undo

("
! 

',../ INCOtlE 

• 
 o - $4,999 100% 31.3 18.0 50.7 32.0 26.4 41.5 29.2 27.8 43.0 

$5,000 - $9,999 10Q% 42.2 20.3 37.5 47.3 16.8 35.9 42.6 23.0 34.4 
$10,000 - $14,999 1°00% 57.8 14.7 27.5 67.6 8.8 23.5 63.7 7.8 28.4 
$15,000 and over 100% 65.7 15.7 18.6 71·4 14.3 14.3 70.0 15.7 14.3 

AGE -
18 - 24 years 100% 54.1 19.7 26.2 63.9 14.8 21.3 55.7 21.3 23.0 
25 - 34 years 100% 48.2 22.0 29.8 58.9 14.9 26.2 48.2 27.7 24.1 
35 - 44 years 10m~ 47.2 15.4 37.4 44.7 23.6 3i. 7 42.3 26.0 31.7 
45 - 54 years 100% 38.5 20.3 41.3 44.1 16.1 39.9 44.1 18.2 37.8 
55 - 64 years 100% 31.5 °16.0 52.5 34.6 19. 1 46.3 33.3 20.4 46.3 
65 and over iOO% 43.7 13.2 43.1 44.9 19.8 35.3 44.9 15.0 40.1 

RACE 
White 100% 46.4 14.3 39.3 53.5 10.2 36.3 51.7 11.3 36.9 
Biack 100% 25.8 29.4 44.8 19.0 49.7 31.3 9.8 58.9 31.3 

_C) _° 26 

I 




ALABAMA 
Districts Established August 26, 1965 

Map of Congressional Districts, Counties, and Selected Cities 

(8 Dis!ricts) 

UUDEROALI[ 

LAWRENCE 

It...RiOH WINSTON 

WA$KIMuTO" COFnE 

COV1MCTOH 

ESCA...... 

f'/uCHAQO• 
[ -"-"" ] County with two or more Congressionol Districts 

I
/ 



MARKET OPINION RESEARCH 


C:. 


A~IARENESS AND PERCEPTIONS OF POLITICAL FIGURES 

President Nixon 

President Nixon's current approval in Alabama is 61.5%. His appeal 

ratings generally folim·/ the normal patterns for a R.~publ ican \,/ith 

b!o e~ceptions: (1) the President's approval among ticket-splitters 

and core Democrats is unusually high; and (2) his approval is strongest 
.' 

among the 	very. young (18-24) and older (45 and above) voters. 

-~ 	 The results are an interesting contrast to the secret ballot data, in 


which Nixon runs second to Wallace. Apparently voters like Nixon, but 


they like Hallace more. 


00 you approve or disapprove of the way President Nixon is handling 
his job as President? 

Type of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black~ 

100% 10m~ 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Approve' 61.5 94.0 66.3 54.5 67.2 58.7 62.7 59.1 73.3 63.8 53.4 
Disapprove 26.6 1.5 24.2 32.9 26.2 27.3 26.1 27.6 20.3 25.3 30.1 
Don't know 11.9 4.5 9.6 12.6 6.6 14.0 11 .2 13.3 6.4 10.8 16.6 

C' 
I 
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Of ~hose respondents who approve of President Nixon, 48.9% feel he is 

"doing h'is best. 1I TVlenty percent (20.4%) indicate that Nixon is the 

"best man vle've had in a long time~1I and almost as many (18.4%) think 

he is "trying to bring the boys home. 1I 

Wh~ do ~ou a~Erove of the wa~ Nixon is handling his job as President?* 

( 
\ 

;~-.': '. 
~ .. 

o 


(61.5% of total) 

T~Ee of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total T-5 Oem. . 18:..24 25-44 $10,000 10,000 White Black~ 

Doing his 
best 48.9% 49.2% 50.0% 52.7% 41.5% 46.5% 51.0% 63.3% 46.8% 52.0% 35.6% -, 

Best v:e' ve 
had in a 
long timel .' 

. 
Be.tter than 
Johnson 20.4 12.7 21.2 21.3 17.1 19.4 21.6 20.1 21.4 16.5 37.9 

Trying to 
bring the 
boys home 18.4 17 .5 16.9 17.9 24.4 25.2 14.2 18.8 22.2 19.5 12.6 

Needs more 
coo'perat i onl 
Hands tied/ 
r·1ore hel p 
from 
Congress 10.3. 7.9 13.6 9.2 7.3 9.0 11.5 1l.3 11. 1 12.3 ·l.1 

Inherited 
prob1eJls/
Walked into 
a mess 8.3 7.9 10.2 4.8 19.5 9.0 5. 1 6.3 11.9 9.6 2.3 

*Does not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

Reasons for disapproval of President Nixon center around the fact that the 

Vietnam War still continues (27.6%) and that Nixon's integri'ty may be 

questionable C'doesn't keep his promises"/"b/o faced"/"not honest") {33.7%}. 
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Surprisingly, 20.1% indicate they disapprove since Nixon "is not working 

hard enough." Only 11.2% mention the school bussing situation as a 

source of disapproval. And even fewer (5.6%) mention inflation as a 

reason for not approving. 

Why DO you disapprove of the way Nixon is handling his job as President?* 

(26.6% of total) 

. Type of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total ~ T-S Oem. 18-24.25-44 --1L$lO,OOO 10,000 Hhite Black 

Still send­
ing troops 
to Vietnam! 
Vietnam 	Har 
sti 11 not 
ended 27.6% 100.0% 41.9% 24.8% 31.3% 33.3% 24.4% 25.2% 40.0% 26.7% 32.7% 

Doesn't 	keep
• 	 promises/ 

two-faced/ " 
Not honest 33.7 30.2 35.2 43.8 27.8 36.6 33.6 14.0 35.4 28.6 

Could "/ork
harder/Not 
active 
enough 20.1 18.6 20.8 37 .5 19.4 18.7 23.5 11. 4 16.1 34.7 

Promised no 
...bussing/ 

School 
situation 11.2 100.0 14.0 9.6 12.5 12.5 10.6 10.1 17.1 14.3 2.Q 

Infiation 
situation 5.6 4.7 4.8 8.3 5.0 6.0 8.6 5.0 8.2 

*Does not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

When asked about President Nixon's effect on the Federal government's 

attitude and actions toward Alabama, 45.8% indicate they see no change. 

Those seeing improvement (31.9%) outnumber those seeing deterioration 

J 

I 



MARKET OPINION RESEARCH 

(13.4%) by a significant margin. Young people, upper income households, 

and whites tend to be most positive in their outlook. 

How do you think that the Federal government's attitude and actions 
toward Alabama have changed since President Nixon took of~ice? 

T'y~e of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Bl ack~ 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Improved 31. 9 46.3 36.5 28.2 34.4 28.4 34.1 29.3 40.1 • 31.4 34.4 
Gottel'l 

\'lOrse 13.4 3.0 14.6 15.3 6.6 15.9 12.7 14.4 7.0 14.2 9.8 
Not changed 45.8 43.3 42.1 48.2 54.1 48.9 42.8 45.6 48.3 46.4 43.6 
Don't kno\'l 8.8 7.5 6.7 8.4 4.9 6.8 10.4 10.7 4.6 8.0 12.3 

(~ Respondents were also asked how various key issues had changed since President 

Nixon took office. On economic issues (inflation, taxes, and unemployment) 

p~op)e generally see a worsening of problems since Nixon began his term of 

office. Nearly eighty percent (79.3%) feel inflation has gotten worse, 

while 50.9% indicate unemployment and 40.1% cite taxes as worsening. 

On environmental issues, 41.4% see air and water pollution as worsening,'hut 

almost as many (40.6%) see no change since Nixon's term began. Crime is 

generally perceived as having worsened (60.4%) under Nixon's Presidency, 

as has the drug problem (78.5%). 

Student unrest is not so generally seen as having worsened since Nixon 

took uffice (41.7%). 

o· 
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General moral deterioration is viewed as having occurred under Nixon by 
(: 

almost half of the persons (46.8%), but almost as many see no change. 

The handling of the war is a benefit to the perceptions of the 

President: Vietnam is seen as having improved under Nixon's Presidency 

(42.7%) or stayed the same (28.2%). 

Racial problems in general, are seen about equally as having improved, 

\'lOrsened, and stayed the same, indicating definite groups of opinions 

on the issue. Hm·/ever, integration o'f schools is seen as 'having 

\'/orsened (40.9%); this is tempered by a large group (37.9%) feeling th-ings 

are about the same. Last, people generally see Nixon as being personally 

in favor of ~oving about as fast as the government nm'l in gesegregating 

C-~ pub1ic schools, those saying he is i~ favor of moving faster equalling 

the number saying slower. 

Since President Nixon became President, have ... become better or worse? 

"., ' ."":; About Don't.'" ' 

~.:. 
" 

Better \·lorse The Same Knovl 

Vietnam 42.7% 26.3% 28.2% 2.7% 
Racial problems 28.8 32.0 37.0 2. 1 
Youth/Student unrest 21.5 41.1 34.3 2.5 
School integration 19.4 40.9 37.9 1.9 
Air/Water pollution 15.5 41.4 40.6 2.5 
Unemp1oyment . 14.0 50.9 33.0 2.0 
Taxes 10.1 40.1 48.4 1.4 
Crime 7.8 60.4 30.8 1.0 
General moral deterioration 7.3 46.8 43.2 2.6 
Drugs 5.3 78.5 14.4 1.7 
Inflation 3.7 79.3 15.3 1.7 

0 
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00 you think President Nixon is personally in favor of moving faster, 
slower, or the same speed as the government now in desegregatinq the 
public schools? 

Type of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total T-S Dem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black~ 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Faster 21.5 11.9 21. 9 25.3 26.2 20.1 22.0 22.0 17.4 24.1 11. 7 
Slower 23.0 43.3 20.2 22.1 18.0 21.6 24.6 20.9 33.1 23.1 23.3 
Same· speed 36.9 26.9 37.6 34.7 42.6 36.0 36.0 37.4 35.5 34.7 44.8 
Don I t knO\oJ· 18.6 17.9 20.2 17.9 13.1 22.3 17 .4 19.7 i4.0 18.1 20.2 

Vice President Agnew 

Contrary to trends observed elsey/here in the nation, approval of Vice 

() President Agne\·/ is higher (45.6%) than disapproval (26.8%). Agne,\'I finds 

• his greatest approval amon~ core Republicans (68.7%), ticket-splitters 

.(56.7%), younger persons (18-34), middle and upper income households 

($10,000 and over), and among whites more than blacks (49.2%, 31.3%). 

Do you approve or disapprove of the way Vice President Agnew is handling 
his job as Vice President? 

Type of Voter Age Income Race 
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Approval of Agnew is justified most frequently with the remarks "he 

says what he thinks,1I IIhe speaks out" (49.3%) and "he's doing a good 

job,1/ "he works hard" (28.6%). 

. 
Why do you approve of the way Vice President Agnew is handling his job 
as Vice President?* 
(45.6% of total) 

Type of Voter Age Income 
Over Under Over 

. Total ~ T-5 Oem. 18-24 25-44 ~ $10,000 10,000 Hhite 81 k 

Says \'/hat he 
·thin~$/ 
Speaks out 49.3% 47.8% 56.4% 49.6% 54.8% 54.8% 44.7% 44.5% 60.5% 52.7% 27.5% 

Doing a good
job/Horks 
hard 28.6 30.4 25.7 29.1 22.6 22.6 33.6 32.7 19.8 26.2 43.1.

Puts media 
in their 
prace 6.5 6.5 11.9 3.5 9.7 9.7 4.3 5.5 7.5 7.7 

li ke the man/ 
Admire him 6.0 13.0 5.9 6.4 3.2 8.1 5.3 5.9 8.5 6.1 5.9 

*Does not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

Disapproval of the way Agnew is handling his job of Vice President centers 

about his being overly opinionated and talking too much (~6.6%). Also 

frequently mentioned are reasons pertaining to his lack of accomplishments 

(30.5%) as Vice President. 

r 
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Why do you disapprove of the way Vice President Agnew is handling his 
job as Vice President?* 

(28.6% of total) 

T'ype of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black~ 

Too opinion­
ated/Talks 
too much 36.6 % 33.3% 45.9 % 37.3 % 21. 1 % 39.3 % 37.5 % 31.6% 50.0% 35.8% 39.2% 

Hasrr't done 
much 19.9 11.1 16.2 19.0 31.6 19.7 18.4 20.6 16.7 17.0 29.4 

Don't like 
him 11.6 11. 1 13.5 8.7 15.8 8.2 12.5 11.0 16.7 15.2•Not on the 
job 10.6 22.2 13.5 11.9 5.3 9.8 11.8 13.5 10.3 11.8 

leaves a bad 
image/He's 
a show-off 6.5 "'- 13.5 4.0 5.3 8..2 5.9 6.5 9.5 7.3 3.9 

*Ooes not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

In keeping v/ith their general approval of Vice President Agnew, Alabama 

resfdents feel Mixon should keep Agnew as his running mate in the next 

Presidential election (40.1% of respondents say Nixon should, 29.2% say 

Nixon should not), 

Do 'you think President Nixon 'should or should not keep Vice President 
Agnew ~s his running mate next year? 

T'ype of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 $10,000 10,000 White 81~ 

100~~ 100% 1oms 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Should 40.1 49.3 46.6 38.4 47.5 42.4 37.9 36.8 52.9 42.3 31.90 Should not 29.2 19.4 25.8 34 ? 11.1 29.2 29.2 30.2 29.1 29.1 30.1 
Don't knm·J 30.7 3i.3 27.5 2~. tj ~l. l 28.4 32.7 33.0 18.0 28.6 38.0 

I 
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Governor Wallace 

Approval of the manner in which Governor Wallace has handled his job 

is high, with 59.8% approving and 31.9% disapproving. Approval of the 

Governor is significantly higher among ticket-splitters, behavioral 

Democrats, and marginal voters, among the older voters (55 and over), 

among the lower income groups (below $10,000)' among whites, and 

amo~ Congressional Districts One, Two, Three, Five and Eight. 

Do YOH approve or disapprove of the way Governor Wallace is handling
his job as Governor? 

T~pe of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over(; 
- ­Total T- 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 Hhite Bl ack~ 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 1OO;~ 

-Approve 59.8 . 38.8 66.3 60.0 67.2 53.0 63.7 61.1 53.5 64.5 4i.l 
Disapprove 31.9 56.7 26.4 29.5 29.5 36.4 29.7 30.6 38.9 27.7 48.5 
Don I t knm'/ 8.3 4.5 7.3 10.5 3.3 9.6 7.6 8.3 7.6 7.9 10.4 

Those approving of Wallace most often cite the general reason, "hels doing 

a good job n (41.6%). Also m~ntioned are "he's doing the right thing for 

people" (13.1%), Ilhe stands up for Arabama u (11.2%) and "he's a fine person II 

(11.2%). Ten percent (10.2%) of the approvals cite Wallace is improving 

the school situation. 
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'~hy do you approve of the way Governor Vlallace is handling his job as Governor?* 

.{59.8% of total} 

T~t!e of Voter Age Income Race 
. 

Over Under Over 
Total Ret!. T-S Dem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black 

Doing a good
job 41.6% 15.4% 36.4 % 46.5 % 14 . 6 % 36. 4 % 72.4 % 44.8% 31.5% 40.7% 4~.3% 

Helping poor! 
Old peapl e! 
Doing right 
thing for· 
the people 13.1 42.3 9.3 11.8 17.1 14.3 18.5 12.7 14.1 12.4 14.9 

Understands 
·Ala'bama I s 
problems/ 
Stands up 
for 
Alabama 11..2 3.8 13.6 10.5 24.4 • 7. 1 16.8 10.9 15.2 11. 7 4.5 

Fine person! 
Good man 11.2 11.5 11.0 9.6 12.2 9.3 17 .9 11.8 8.7 12.9 1.5 

Helping 
school 
s ituat i on 
better! 
Speciai 

- school s 10.2 11 .5 8.5 11.4 9.8 12. 1 13.8 12.4 5.4 11.2 4.5 
Not afraid 
to make 
decisions/
Speaks out 7.5 11.5- 8.5 7.0 12.2 10.0 8.8 7.3 7.6 8.3 3.0 

Promotes 
hi ghvJaY Con­
struction 5.8 7.7 5.1 7.0 7.3 5.0 8.8 6.1 7.6 6.1 4.5 

Good 
governor 5.4 3.B 2.5 4.8 7.3 5.7 7.7 5.8 5.4 3.9 14.9 

*Dces not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

Disapprovals of Wallace indicate some feeling that he has not kept promises 

(21.0%), that he has done little (13.2%), and that he is overly publicity 
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minded (17.1%). Nine percent (9.3%) indicate he treats blacks poorly, 

and this feeling is expected concentrated among Alabama blacks. 

Why do you disapprove of the way Governor Wallace is handling his job 
as Governor?* 

(31.9% of total) 

T~~e of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
. Total T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black~ 

Hasn't kept 
hi s • 
promises 21.0% 28.9% 12.8% 24.1% 11.1% 24.0% 20.7% 23.6% 14.9% 23.9% 15.2% 

Too 
publ icity
minded 17. 1 31.6 29.8 11.6 33.3 17.7 15.0 13.3 28.4 22.7 5. 1 

Does 
nothing 13.2 10.5 14.9 10.7 27.8 13.5 11.4 11.5 16.4 13.1 13.9 

Don't 1-ike 
him 12.1 10.5 12.8 15.2 5.6 11.5 12.1 10.9 11.9 11.9 10. 1 

Against 
Negroes/ 
mistreats 
colored 9.3 5.3 4.3 7.1 16.7 6.3 1O~7 13.9 0.6 29.1 

Holding
education 
back/
dipping 
into 
teachers' 
retirement 8.9 10.5 6.4 2.7 5.6 3.1 13.6 9.7 6.0 7.4 12.~ 

Too many 
taxes 8.9 7.9 4.3 9.8 5.6 7.3 10.7 10.3 7.5 9.1 8.9 

When asked \'Ihether they felt Governor \·iallace should run for President in 

the 1972 Presidential election, it is surprising thata significant majority 

indicated he should not (56.6%). This feeling is most pronounced among 

behavioral Republicans, among residents of Congressional Districts Six, o 
! . .,, 
I 
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Five, and Seven, among younger and middle age voters (18-54), amongc. 
upper income households ($10,000 and above) and among blacks. 

Do you think that Governor Wallace should or should not ~un for President 
in the 1971- Presidential eiection? 

T~~e of Voter Age Income Race , 

Over Under Over 
Total T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White B1 k~ 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Should 32.0 19.4 33.1 32.1 32.8 33.0 31.5 35.2 25.6 37.9 9.2 
Shoul-d not 56.6 74.5 55.6 57.9 63.9 58.3 54.7 53.3 65.7 51.4 76.7 
Don I t knm./ 11.3 6.0 11.2 10.0 3.3 8.7 13.8 11.5 8.7 10.7 14. 1 

Of those persons expressing opinions that Watlace should run for President, 

C~', a s'ignificant margin indicate he sh~uld do so as a Democrat (44.67;) rather 

than the candidate of the American Independent Party (36.0%). Support for 

Wallace's running as a Democrat comes from voters in the 25 and above group,, , 

voters in the under $15,000 income group, and white voters. 

Do you think Governor Hailace should run as a Democrat or ,as a candidate 
of the American Independent Party? 

(36.0% of total) 

Type of Voter AQe Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total ~ T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 0 000 10,000 White B1 k 

Democrat 44.6% 30.8% 39.0% 54. i % 20.0% 44.8% 47.7% 45.3% 40.9% 45.6% 26.7% 

o 
American 

Independent 
Party 36.0 38.5 45.8 30.3 70.0 40.2 29.5 34.2 45.5 36.5 26.7 

Don1t know 19.4 30.8 15.3 15.6 10.0 14,9 22.8 20.5 13.6 17.8 46.7 

J 
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On the issue of public school desegregation, a preponderance of Alabama 

residents vievlHallace as being in favor of moving slm/er than the 

Federal government's pace (65.1%): 

Persons in Alabama most often see Governor Wallace having done his best 

job in the area of educational development (36.9%). Road improvement 

is mentioned next most often as Wallace's best job (16.4%), followed 

by medical facilities (9.3%) and more industry (8.9%). 
o 

Areas in which Governor Wallace has done his poorest jobs are much less• 
frequently mentioned. Beyond the mention that Wallace has done nothing 

(18.3%), people cite raised taxes (7.8%), public school desegregation 
•

(6.6%), education/poor textbooks (5.5%), race relations (5.5%), and 

county roads/high\'fays (6.2%). Apparently, there are mixed feelings 

as to whether Wallace's efforts in road building and education have 

, been of val ue. 

o 
J 
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In what areas do you think Governor Wallace has done his best job?* 
C~'· 

Type of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total Rep. T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black 

100% 100% 100% -100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Education/
Teacher's 
salaries/ 
Free books/ 
Trade 
schools 36.9 23.8 41.0 40.5 47.6 37.9 35.1 38.0 34.3 42.1 17 .8 

Road 
improvement/ 
Bond'issue 16.4 13.4 15.7 16.6 18.0 16.3 16.5 16.9 16.9 16.2 17 .2 

r~enta1 
health/
Hospitals/ 
r~edi ca1 . 
center 9.3 10.4 7.9 11.6 8.2 9.5 9.5 8.7 11.0 9.7 7.4 

~lore jobs/.. more 
. . JC industries 8.9 10.4 11.2 8.4 11.5 9.5 8.3 9.1 11.6 9.4 6.7 ,. 

Nothing -
done 7.6 9.0 6.2 6.1 8.2 12.5 4.9 8.5 6.4 5.5 16.0 

.Done a 
good job in 
all areas 5.1 3.0 3.4 6.3 . 2.0 7.0 6.3 1.2 5.2 4.9 

*Does not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

o 
I 
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In what areas do you think Governor Wallace has done his poorest job?* 
C· 

Type of Voter Age Income 

Over Under Over 
Total T-S Dem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 Bl ack~ 

100% 100% 100% -, 00% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Not 
anything 18.3 17.9 17 .4 18.9 9.8 13.3 22.2 19.6 11.0 21.4 6.7 

Taxes 
increased 7.8 16.4 8.4 4.7 13.1 9.5 6.4 7.6 7.6 8.2 6.7 

Des~gregation 
of schools 6.6 4.5 6.7 6.8 4.9 9.5 5.3 7.2 6.4 5.7 10.4 

Highway issue/ 
County
roads 6.2 6.0 6.7 7.4 8.2 8.0 4.4 5.7 7.6 6.9 2.5 

Race 
relations 5.5 6.0 3.9 6. 1 3.3 5.3 5.9 6.5 5.2 3.6 12.9 

Education/ 
Poor 
textbooks 5.5 4.5 7.3 5.0 6.6 6.4 4.9 4.4 8.1 4.2 10.4 

0.,: *Does not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

• 

As in the Presidential perceptions, persons were asked how several problem 

areas had changed (improved, worsened, or stayed the same) since the 

individual began his t~rm of office. With the exception of the Vietnam 

War and racial problems, people generally view these areas as being the 

same or having worsened since Wallace took office as Governor. From the 

data, it is not clear how much responsibility is imputed to Governor 

Wallace. It is notevlOrthy that the relatively most optimistic group of 

persons are (1) the group of younger persons (18-24) except for the 

pollution issue; (2) the group of Congressional District Five residents; 

(3) the middle and high income households ($10,000-$15,000; $15,000 and 

above), cfepe.rding on the issue. 
" 
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Since Wallace became Governor, have the following areas gotten better 
( or \\'orse? 

About 
the Don't 

Better Worse Same Know 

Taxes 6.7% 34.7% 56.6% 2.0% 
Inflation/Cost of living 3.1 66.3 28.6 2.0 
Unemployment 15.5 33.9 47.6 3.0 
Air/Water pollution 13.9 31.6 51. 7 2.9 
Crime 12.2 40.2 45.1 2.5 
Drugs 8.6 54.5 34.7 2.2 
Youth/Student unrest 18.4 24.7 53.9 3.0 
General moral deterioration 8.7 32.8 54.9 3.6 
Vietnam 26.3 17.3 53.3 3.1 
Racial problems 23.6 22.6 51.4 2.4 
School integration 15.9 29.9 51.2 3.0 
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ANALYSIS OF ISSUES 


Nati ona1 Issues 

When' asked about the most important issues currently facing the U.S., 

persons in Alabama cite several groups of problems. The most frequently 

mentioned problems are those involving civil unrest and turbulence 

(80.6%): drug addiction, racial problems, crime, student unrest, 

fal1i~g moral standards. Not surprisingly, the Vietnam War is cited 

next most often (56.1;0, followed by domestic economic problems (44.3%) ­

inflation, unemployment, higher taxes. Also mentioned are the environ­. 
mental pollution (17.1%), education problems (16.6%), political - legalc') 
problems (11.0%), and poverty - \'/elfare problems (3.4%) .

• 
01Individual /0 Group % 

Vietnam War 56.1 56. i 
Drug addiction among young 33.5 
Race issue 21.1 
Increase in crime 10.6 
Youth unrest 7.8 
Civil unrest/Violence 5.0 
Hora1 standards 2.6 80.6 
Inflation 18.9 
Unemployment 9.7 
Higher taxes 8.9 
:Economy 6.8 44.3 
Air/Water pollution/Ecology 17·. T 17.1 
Lack confidence in leadership/In government 4.2 
Communi sm ' 3.4 
Courts/Not enforcing laws 3.4 11.0 
Upgrade education/School integration/ 

CroYJded schools 16.6 16 ..6 

Too much welfare 2.0 
Poverty 1.4 3.4 

I 
1 
I 
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C.: 'Quite expectedly, the Vietnam t-/ar is of most widespread concern to the young 

(18-24) and least to the older voters (55-64). However, it is also 

most often mentioned by behavioral Republican voters and voters in 

the Fifth Congressional District. Drug addiction as a problem is most 
. . 

often menlioned by voters in C~ngress'ional District Five, high middle 

incdme households ($10,000-$15,000) and the 25-34 age group; not 

surprisingly, it is not as great a concern to the youngest age group 

(18~24). Environmental pollution is an important issue, particularly 

to the young adult (18-24). Inflation and educational problems are 

most .often mentioned by the high middle income ($10,000-$15,QOO) person. 

Unemployment is particularly a problem to blacks as opposed to whites . 

• 


o 
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What are the most important problems facing our nation at the present tiTe? 


T'}::Ee of Voter Aqe Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total ~ T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 .J:.Ll10,000 10,000 White Black 

etnam \~ar/Bring the boys home 56.1 71.6 51.1 54.2 72.1 60.6 52.3 56.3 58.1 57.7 50.3 
Drug addiction among young 33.5 32.8 32.0 36.1 23.0 39.8 31.4 35.2 27.3 34.3 31.9 
Race issue 21.1 7.5 24.2 22.9 .21 .3 23.9 19.9 ·20. 9 17.4 21.9 18.4 
Infl ation 18.9 20.9 18.0 20.5 13. 1 18.6 20.1 18.3 26.2 19.7 16.6 
Air/Hater pollution/Ecology 17 .1 20.9 19.7 16. 1 36.1 19.3 13.6 14.& 22.7 17.6 14.7 

_ UOQradc education/School integration/ 
~d cd schools 16.6 14.9 19.7 16.8 16.4 15.9 17.2 15.6 20.9 17. 1 14.7 
ase in crime 10.6 16.4 1-3.5 8.2 9.8 10.2 11.0 11 .7 7.0 9.9 12.9 
loyment 9.7 9.0 11.2 10.0 8.2 12.5 8.3 9.3 11.6 7.9 17.2 

HI,:,'I taxes 8.9 13.4 8.4 8.7 6.6 6.4 10.0 8.0 6.4 8.3 10.4 
Youtn unrest/Hippies 7.8 7.5 10.1 7.1 3.3 6. 1 9.3 7.8 9.3 9.3 2.5 
Economy 6.8 7.5 6.7 . 8.4 13. 1 9.5 4.7 5.4 9.3 7.4 4.9 
Civil unrest/Violence 5.0 4.5 6.2 6. 1 1.6 5.3 5.1 3.9 8.7 6.1 .6 .. Lack of confidence in government/ 

Lack of leadership 4.2 7.5 2.2 4.7 4.9 4.9 3.8 3.1 7.0 5.0 .6 
Communism 3.4 3.0 3.4 3.2 4.9 3.0 3.4 4.1 2.3 3.9 1.2 
Courts/Not enforcing laws 3.4 1.5 2.8 3.4 4.9 4.9 2.3 3.0 3.5 4.1 
r·1oral standards 2.6 3.0 2.2 2.6 3.3 2.7 2.5 2.2 2.9 3.1 .6 
Too much welfare 2.0 4.5 1.7 2.1 1.6 1.5 2.3 1.5 3.5 2.0 1.8 
Poverty 1.4 1.1 1.6 3.3 1.5 1.1 .9 1.2 .9 2.5 
All others/Don't know' 24.0 22.4 24.2 22.9 27.9 18.9 25.8 25.6 22.1 22.6 28.8 

'l 
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When asked about the sinqle most impbrtant problem currently facing the 

C_, 	 U.S., the Vietnam Har is most often mentioned (31.3%), followed by 

drug addiction among the young (16.4%). Several other issues are 

bunched far behind: the race issue (6.3%), inflation (5.2%), education 

(4.5%), pollution (3.1%), unemployment (2.9%), and c'rime (2.4%). 

Ratings of Importance of Issues 

Following the fre~responsequestion about national issues, respondents 

were asked to rate how important they felt several pre-selected issues 

were. The di fferences observed beb'men these rati ngs of issue importance 
•

and the issues mentioned to the free-response question (discussed in the 

previous section) reflect intensity of feeling as opposed to top of the 

mind awareness. Respondents were asked to rate eleven issues on an 

eleven point scale, ranging from not important (0) to very important (11). 

• Across the Alabama electora~e, the most intensely felt problem appears to 

be the cost of living and inflation issue (9.1). Next is the drug problem 

(8.9), followed by crime (S.7) and the Vietnam War (S.7), racial problems 

(8.3), school integration, taxes and unemployment (all with S.O), general 

moral deterioration (7.9), student unrest (7.8), and air/water pollution 

(7.7). Differences of .2 in ratings are statistically Significant. 

Compared to the total electorate, core Republicans are significantly.more 

concerned "lith high taxes, and less concerned with .unemployment, Vietnam, 

racial problems, infiation and integration. Ticket-splitters are signif­

icantly more concerned with crime and environmental poilution than the 

electorate as a whole. 

o 
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Democrats are significantly more concerned with the school integration 

issue. r,1arginal voters are more concerned about unemployment, racial 

problems, and school integration, and less with taxes, pollution, drugs 

and moral deterioration. 

Total Rep. T-S Dem. ~iarginal 

Cost of living/Inflation 9.1 8.8 9.1 9.0 9.1 
Drugs 8.9 9.0 8.9 8.9 8.7 
Crime 8.7 8.7 8.9 8.7 8.6 
Vietnam 8.7 8.4 8.7 8.7 8.7 
Raci a 1 problems 8.3 7.9 8.2 8.4 8.6 
Unemployment 8.0 7.7 8.1 7.9 8.3 
Taxes • 8.0 8.2 8.1 7.9 7.8 
Integration of schools 8.0 7.2 7.8 8.2 8.3 
General moral deterioration 7.9 8.0 7.8 8.0 7.7 
Youth/Student unrest 7.8 7.7 7.7 7.8 7.8 
Air/Water pollution 7.7 7.8 7.9 7.7 7.4 

/,-'-, 
,f -\ 

'...,JII When the data are broken by Congressional District, the issues group 
• 

geographically in an interesting manner. District One is significantly 

more, concerned with school integration and racial issues as is District 

Three. Both tend to be less concerned with unemployment, crime, drugs 

and District Three also less concerned with taxes, pollution, and Vietnam. 

This suggests residents of these t ....'o areas have narrow perspectives aside 

from their irrunediate daily ones of racial tension. District Two is signif­

icantly more concerned with youth and student unrest, and less concerned 

with unemployment and inflation. District Four is more concerned about 

pollution and less with most other problems: taxes, student unrest, Vietnam, 

racial problems, school integr.ation, and moral deterioration. The Fifth 

District expresses significantly more concern with poilution, drugs, moral 

o 
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C- deterioration and Vietnam. It is less concerned with high taxes, 

unemployment, and crime. District Six expresses more concern with 

taxes, unemployment, crime, drugs and racial problems, significantly 

less concern with student unrest, Vietnam, and general moral deterioration. 

The Seventh District is most concerned with unemployment, pollution, 

crime, and moral deterioration; it is less concerned with racial problems, 

school integration, and inflation. last, District Eight is most concerned 

with taxes, unemployment, crime, drugs, Vietnam, and moral decay, and 

less concerned with school integration and infl~tion. 

Congressional District 

One Two Three Four Five ·Six Seven· Eight 

Cost of living/Inflation 9.2 8.9 9.2 8.9 9.2 9A~ 8.9 8.9 
(-.. Drugs 8.3 8.9 8.2 9.0 9.5 9.1 9.0 9. 1 
, ~..."...Y~ Crime 8.5 8.6 ' 8.3 8.6 8.5 9.1 8.9 9.0 

Vietnam 8.9 8.6 8.4 8.5 8.9 8.4 8.7 9.0 
Racial pr.oblems 8.7 8.0 8.7 7.8 8.3 8.6 8.0 8.3 
Unemployment 7.8 7.5 7.7 7.9 7.6 8.6 8.2 8.6 
Taxes 8.1 8.1 7.7 7.8 6.9 8.5 8.0 8.4 
Integration of schools 8.8 8.1 8.7 7.3 8. i 7.9 7.6 7.6 
General moral 

deterioration 7.8 8.0 7.8 7.4 8.1 7.3 8.1 8.4 
Youth/Student unrest 7.8 8.2 7.8 7.2 7.9 7.5 7.7 7.8 
Air/Water pollution 7.7 7.2 6.9 8.3 7.'9 7.8 8.0 7.6 

! 
to: 

In terms of age, the 18-24 bracket is significantly more concerned with 

pollution and less concerned with the economic issues (taxes, unemployment, 

inflation), crime, drugs, civil unrest and moral decay, compared to the 

total sample .. 

G 
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C~· The 25-34 group is more concerned with the economic issues, pollution 

and drugs, and less concerned with'moral decay and racial problems. The 

35-44 group is highly concerned with all issues, but significantly more 

with school integration, moral decay and the economic issues. The 45-54 

group is higher on unemployment-and moral decay and low on inflation and 

integration. Persons 55-64 are more concerned with the drug problem and 

less with the economic issues, pollution, and Vietnam. And the oldest 

age group (65+) is more concerned with racial problems and less concerned 

with the economic issues and drugs . 

. Low income households (under $S,OOO) are more concerned with racial and 

integration issues and less with taxes and ~ollution. Le)\'{ to middle 

income ($5,000-$10,000) persons are more concerned with unemployment and 

pollution; less \'/ith moral decay. r1iddle to high ($lO,OOO-$lS,OOO) income 

persons a're more concerned \·,ith poll ution and moral decay; 1 ess with 

integration. And high income ($15,000+) persons are low on almost all 

issues. 

Compared to whites, black persons are more concerned with economic, racial 

and school integration issues and less concerned with pollution, crime, 

drugs, civil unrest, moral decay, and Vietnam. 

o 
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C-~, Over half (55.3%) of the respondents poiled indicate they feel the 

U.S. is worse off than two to three years ago, and only one person in 

four says things are better off. This pessimism is found most often 

among behavioral Democrats and Seventh District residents, while 

optimism is relatively more preponderant among Republicans, Sixth 

District residents and blacks. 

Overall, do you think that the U.S. as a nation is better off or worse 
off than it was two or three years ago? 

T'y~e of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total ~ T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 1OO~~ 1OO~~ 100% 100% 1OO?~ 100% 
,'-<" 

( Better off 23.1 46.3 22.5 16.8 27.9 24.2 22.2 23.1 24.4 19.0 39.3 
Horse off 55.3 31. 3 49.4 62.6 52.5 56.8 55.1 57.2 51.2 58.5 42.9 
About the 

same 17.3­ 14.9 21. 9 17.4 18.0 16.3 17.2 15.0 22.7 18. 1 13.5 
Don't kno\ll 4.3 7.5 6.2 3.2 1.6 2.7 5.5 4.6 1.7 4.4 4.3 

Reasons most often cited for the U.S. being worse of.f today are: the 

continued Vietnam War (22.9%), the rising cost of living {22.5%),-the 
-­

drug problem (19.6%), unemployment (13.9%), crime increase (11.7%), 

low confidence in government (8.1%), the integration/racial issue 

(7.9%), as well as several others. In general, these reasons follow 

closely Alabama voter's perceptions of problems in the U.S. discussed 

previously. 
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Why do you sEL.that the U.S. is VJorse off than'two/three years ago? 


(55.3% of total) 


TXee of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total Rep. T-S Oem. 18- 25-44 ~ $10,000 10,000 Hhite Black 

Vietnam/Still
sending 
troops to 
Vietnam 22.9% 23.8% 14.8% 24.4% 31.3% 22.0% 22.3% 23.0% 20.5% 20.4% 34.3% 

Cost of 
living 22.5 28.6 22.7 23.9 12.5 18.0 26.5 22'.7 25.0 23.1 20.0 

Drugs 19.6 ~4.3 19.3 20.6 31.3 19.3 17.7 22.0 13.6 18.3 27.1 
Unemployment 13.9 42.9 10.2 15.5 12.5 16.0 13. 1 12.6 22.7 13.4 17. 1 
Crime 

~ increase 11.7 9.5 19.3 8.8 12.5 9.3 13. 1 12.6 8.0 11.3 12.9 
No faith in 
government/ .Corrupt . 

officials 8.1 8.0 9.7 6.3 11.3 6.5 8.1 10.2 7.8 8.6 


Forced inte­
gration/ 

Race 

issue 7.9 9.5 5.7 6.3 6.3 4.7 10.0 9.4 4.5 9.1 1.4 


Low morals 4.7 4.8 9.1 3.8 9.4 6.0 3. 1 2.9 11.3 5.4 1.4 

NQ.lawand 

order/

Criminals 

going free/ 

Court 


':"'. decisions 4.0 1.1 5.0 6.3 3.3 4.2 3.9 5.7 4.6 1.4
1., 
~"; Riots 2.7 1.1 2.5 2.7 3.1 3.2 2.3 2.7 2.9 

Air/Hater 
pollution 2.5 3.4 . 2.1 6.3 3.3 1.5 2.3 3.4 2.4 1.4 

Unrest among
the people 1.3 2.3 1.7 2.7 .8 1.3 2.3 1.6 

All others/
Don't know 18.6 28.6 20.5 16.8 25.0 23.3 15.4 16.5 20.5 19.9 12.8 
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C ' 	 The U.S. is better off today in the eyes of some because the 'dar is 

coming to an end (23.1%L because we are avlareand trying to solve our 

problems (22.6~O, because wages are higher and more money is available 

to spend (16.1%) and because of an improved racial situation (12.9%). 

Several other reasons are also. cited. 

. 
Why do you say that the U~S. is better off than two/three years ago? 

(23.1% of total) 

T'yQe of Voter 	 Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black~ 

Har coming 
to an end 23.1% 25.8% 22.5% 18.8% 17 .6% 23.4% 23.8% 23.2% 26.2% 27.3% 14.1~~.-­

; 
f 	 Aware of 
\,~ problems/

trying to 
solve our 
problems 	 22.6 41.9 40.0 7.8 29.4 31.3 16.2 15.2 40.5 29.8 9.4 

Higher wages/ 
Hore money 
to spend 	 16. i 19.4 10.0 21. 9 10.9 21.9 17.6 16.7 13.2 21.9 

Desegregat ion 
in schools/ 

..,. Race 
$j' situation 12.9 3.2 15.0 14.1 17.6 17.2 9.5 11.2 '9.5 9.9 18.8# '"'!:,. 

Hare jobs 
for blacks/ 
Hore jobs 	 7.5 5.0 12.5 6.3 9.5 11. 2 3.3 15.6 

Nixon doing 
a good job/ 
Republican
President 	 7.0 9.7 10.0 9.4 7.8 7.6 5.6 9.5 10.7 

Fevler ri ots 3.2 3.2 2.5 1.6 17.6 1.6 1.9 2.4 7.1 4.1 1.6 
All others/

Don't knO\oJ 	 25.3 19.4 20.0 28.2 29.4 26.6 23.8 28.0 23.8 23.2 29.7 
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Turning to attitudes on specific national issues, 78.1% of the respondents 

indicate they favor the Federal government passing and enforcing stricter 

anti-pollution laws, while only 12.3% are against such Federal action. 

Support for this is highest among Districts One, Three, and Six, and 

among the younger age groups (18-44). Income and race differences are 

insignificant. When reminded that such laws might mean loss of jobs, 

support for the issue drops significantly (~7.2%), but the favorable. 

voters still outweigh the unfavorable voters by a significant margin. 

District Four is most supporting, whi1e,One, T~:o and Six the least in 

favo~. Support is also high among the young middle age person (25 to 

34), and high among the high medium income household ($10,000-$15,000). 

Are you in favor of the Federal government ~assing more ahti-~ol1ution 
; , 1a\'/s?

( 
'- I 

• 
...._lOr 

Type of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total T-S Oem. 18-24'25-34 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black~ 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%. 
::~. In favor 78.1 79.1 78.1 77 .9 90.2 86.7 51.5 79.1 77.9 77 .8 80.4 
~/ .. 
~ .. Not in 

favor 12.3 17.9 14.0 13.4 8.2 8.3 14.2 9.6 18.0 13.2 7A 
Don't know 9.6 3.0 7.'9 8.7 1.6 4.9 13.1 11.3 4.1 9.0 12.3 
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~~, Are you in favor of the Federal government passing stricter anti-pollution 
'1 a\'Js, even though it may mean the i oss of some jobs? 

(78.1% of tota i) 

Type of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total T,.S Oem. 18-24 25-34 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black~ 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

In favor 57.2 54.7 63.3 57.1 60.0 62.9 53.1 52.0 65.7 63.0 34.4 
Not in 

favor 33.7 35.8 27.3 36.1 32.7 31.0 35.6 38.4 25.4 28.1 55.7 
Don't. know 9.1 9.4 9.4 6.8 7.3 6.1 11.4 9,6 8.9 8.9 9.9 

. State Issues 
, . 

...... , . \( People in Alabama most often cite school and related educational problemsJ 

(funding, quality of educntion) as the most important problem currently 

~ac1ng the State of Alabama (27.2%). The drug problem is next most 

often mentioned (21.4%), follm'led by the racial integration problem 

(17.3%). Economic issues (high taxes, inflation, unemployment) fol1m'l 

these two problems with about one person in six mentioning ,them. 

Environmental pollution is n9ted as.a problem by 10.1% of the sample, 

fonoNed by poor governmental leader'ship (9.3%), crime (6.5%), high\'Jay 

construction (6.0%), state financial issues (5.8%), excess welfare (2.7%) 

and law enforcement (1.2%). 

What kinds of people feel which problems are most important? The 

educational and school problems are mentioned slightly more often byo 



c 

MARKET OPINION RESEARCH 

core Republicans, and more often by residents of the Fourth and Fifth 

-Congressional Districts, by the middle and high middle income households 

($5,000-$15,000), and by vlhites. Drugs are seen as a problem most often 

by core Democrats, residents of District five, lov/er income persons 

(under $10,000) and blacks. The integration issue is big to the ticket­
. 

spljtters and residents of District One. High taxes are noted often 

by Republicans, residents of Districts Six and Seven, middle and high 

middle income households ($5,000-$15,000), and blacks. Inflation follows 

a similar pattern except that few Republicans mention it. Unemployment 

)S felt by the young (18-24), blacks, and the middle income groups
• 

($5,000-$10,000); District Eight appears to be hard-hit with unemployment . 

. - Environmental pollution is most an issue among the young (18-24), District 

Five, and the upper income groups ($15,000 and over)~ The issue of 

poor governmental leadership is st~ongest among the young (18-24) and 

blacks. 

o 
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What do you think are the most important problems facing the State of Alabama at the present time? 

, " 

Type'of Voter Age Income Race 

. Over Under Over 
Total ~ T-S Oem. 18-24 25-44 45 $10,000 10,000 White Black 

'School problems/Money for 
schools/Quality education 27.2 32.8 27.5 28.2 24.6 31.4 25.4 23.3 39.5 29.1 20.2 

Drugs 21.4 16.4 22.5 22.4 18.0 22.0 21.0 23.3 15. 1 . 20.1 27.0 
:~tegrat;on/Bussing/Shou1d· 

ave freedom of choice 17.3 11.9 22.5 15.5 14.8 18.2 17.4 18.5 14.5 18.7 12.3 
;h taxes 16.4 22.4 18.5 ,15.0 6.6 17.0 16.7 15.0 17.4 16.4 14.7 
!mployment/Need new industries 15.7 16.4 10. 1 16.8 19.7 14.0 16. 1 16.9 13.4 13.2 25.2 

l\(Aci a 1 problems 11.8 6.0 11.8 12.6 9.8 14.0 11.0 12.6 9.9 12. 1 11.0 
Inflation/High prices 11.4 4.5 12.4 14.2 11.5 9.5 12.7 13.5 9.9 10.1 17.2 
Air/Water pollution/Ecology 10.1 9.0 9.0 10.3 19.7 10.2 8.9 10.4 10.5 10. 1 9.2 
Poor leadership/Political

issues/Legislature 9.3 19.4 8.4 7.9 16.4 9. 1 8.5 7.8 15.7 10.7 4.3 
Crime/Increase of crime 6.5 10.4 8.4 6. 1 8.2 5.3 7.0 7.2 5.8 6.4 6.7 
Highways/Road improvements 6.0 1.5 2.8 7.9 6.6 4.9 6.4 6.5 5.8 6.9 2.5 
Finances/Over-spending/Waste 

of money 5.8 6.0 7.9 6.6 1.6 4.9 6.6 5.2 8.1 6. 1 4.3 
Too much welfare 2.7 3.0 2.8 3.4 1.6 2.6 2.5 1.9 4.7 2.7 1.8 
Law enforcement/Law and order 1.2 2.8 1.1 1.6 1.5 1.1 1.3 1.7 1.6 
All others/Don't know 24.0 19.4 17.4 23.1 . 32.8 19.3 25.8 24.6 19.8 3.9 9.2 
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When asked about the single most important problem currently facing 

Alabama, the issues are ranked in roug~y the same order of importance 

as those just discussed. School problems are by a significant margin 

seen to be the most important (18.1%), follm'/ed by the school 

integration issues (12.0%), and the drug problem (11.4%). The economic 

issues of unemployment, high taxes, and inflation are mentioned as 

the most important problem facing Alabama by about six percent of the 

respondents. Racial problems and poor governmental administration 

are close behind; the environmental issue follows but is surprisingly 

1m'l when vie\'/ed as a problem facing the State. . . 
, On the issue of whether the State of Alabama is better or worse off ,. 

than two years ago', about equal numbers of persons indicate it is 

C~) 	 belter off (33.4%) and \'Iorse off (32.4%). Slightly fewer (27.2%) say 

things are about the same. The following types of persons are more 

Jik~ly to say things are better off: all types of voters except core 

Democrats, residents of Congressional Districts Two, Four, Five, and 

Six, the youngest and oldest age groups (18-24, and 65 and over), 

the higher income households ($10,000 and above), and ~lacks. Behavioral 

Democrats and residents of Districts One, Three, Seven, and Eight 

tend to see things most pessimistically, while middle income ($5,000­

$15,000), middle age (35-54) white persons tend to view things most 

neutrally, ie. about the same. 

o 
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. Overall, do you think Alabama as a State is better off or worse off 
than it was two or three years ago? 

Type of Voter Age Income Race 

Total ~ T-S Oem. 18-34 35-64 
Over 

65 
Under 5,000­

$5,000 15,000 Hhite k 

100% 100% 1OO~& 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Better off 
Worse off 
AbolJt the 

same 
Don 't kno~'/ 

33.4 
32.4 

27.2 
7.0 

35.8 
32.8 

22.4 
9.0 

34.3 
32.6 

28.7 
4.5 

30.8 
33.2 

28.9 
7.1 

40.1 
33.2 

21.3 
5.4 

28.3 
31. 5 

33.2 
7.0 

39.5 
33.5 

19.2 
7.8 

34.9 
34.2 

21.8 
9.2 

34.8 
30.4 

29.9 
4.9 

30.3 
33.0 

29.2 
7.4 

45.4 
29.4 

19.6 
5.5 

Respondents who felt Alabama was better off than two to three years ago 

cite most often reasons of economic improvement (20.8%) notably more . 

jobs, more industry. They also mention "a better vlay of life" (16.7%)' 

better schools (13.8%), Wallace as Governor (11.5%), more opportunities 

for blacks (ll.5%), and a better road system (10.0%). 

Mention of improvement in the economic situation is highest among residents 

of District Eight, the. middle age (35-44) and middle to high income 

($10,000-$15,000) group, and whites. A "better way of life" is cited 

most frequently by behaviora.l Democrats, residents of District One, and 

by middle age (35-44) persons. The rationale of school improvements 

isstrongestamong'ticket-splitters and Democrats, among residents of 

District Four, among the 25-34 age group (probably home-building 

families) and among middle tq high income ($10,000-$15,000) households. 

The cited reason that Wallace is Governor now is strongest among whites, 
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C~. 

not'surprisil1g1y, and among residents of District One. And the reason 

for improvement that there are now more opportunities for blacks is 

most often offered by residents of Districts Five and Six, by ticket­

splitters and. core Democrats, by low-income persons (under $5,000) 

and, not expectedly, by blacks. 

Why do ~ou say Alabama 
(33.4% of total) 

is better off than i

T~Ee of Voter 

t was two or 

Income 

three ~ears aqo? 

Race 

Under 5,000- Over 
Totar T-S Oem. r~arg. $5,000 15,000 15,000 White B1 ack~ 

Hore jobs 
ava il ab i e/
tft,ore . 
industry 20.8% 20.8% 23.0% 23.1% 14.9% 19.2% 22.5% 20.7% 23.3% 13.5% 

We are on 
C·~) the move/-' Better way 

of living 16.7 4.2 11. 5 21.4 17.9 15.2 18.3 17.2 15.0 21.6 
Better schoo1s/ 
Organized 
the schools/ 
Nixing 13.8 8.3 18.0 16.2 7.5 . 12.1 16.7 13.8 13.0 16.2 
Got Governor 
~la 11 ace/
Good 
Governor 11.5 14.8 13.7 9.0 12.1 11.7 10.3 16. 1 '. r·1ore oppor­.',l 

tunities 
for blacks 11.5 8:2 14.5 13.4 19.2 7.5 6.9 4.1 31.1 

Better roads/ 
Hi gll'oIays 10.0 8.3 11.5 lO.3 9.0 8.1 10.8 6.9 11.4 6.8 

Solving 
prob1ems/ 
t10re co­
operation 6.7 4.2 8.2 7.7 4.5 5.1 6.7 10.3 5.7 9.5 

Better/
Higher 
salaries 5.2 12.5 4.9 6.0 1.5 5.1 . 6.7 3.4 6.7 1.4 

Better govern­
ment/Change 
of leader­0 ship 4. 1 8.3 3.3 4·3 3.0 1.0 2.5 10.3 4.7 1.4 

All others/
Don It knOl'/ 29.0 45.8 29.5 .7./..3 35.9 29.3 30.8 20.7 31.7 21.6 
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C, 	 Those who feel Alabama is \'lOrse off cite as reasons: unemployment, 

inflation, and taxes (33.3%), educational system problems - notably 

funding (14.2%), the drug problem (12.3%), personal dislike of Hallace 

(10.3%), increasing crime (9.2%), racial problems (8.4%), government 

power (8:4%) and the school in~egration/bussing issue (7.3%), among 

others. 

Among types of voters, Republicans \'1ho thi nk Alabama is worse off 

.mention most often the reasons of personal dislike for Wallace and high 

taxe, , Ticket-splitters cite increasing crime, high taxes, and 

excessive government power. Democrats tend to mention unemployment, 

while marginal voters cite racial problems. Young (18-24) persons 

mention most racial problems, young-middle age groups (25-44} mention 
~" 

l) most school problems, unemployment; and drugs, and older (over 65) 
• 

mention most crime and unemployment. Unemployment and taxes are the 

reasons cited by lm'ler income households (under $10,000). \'1hile higher 

income voters more often mention personal dislike of Wallace, the school 

problem, and drugs, Among blacks, key reasons mentioned are unemployment 

and high taxes. 
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- Why do you say Alabama is worse off than two or three years ago? 

(32.4% of total) 

T~ee of Voter Income 	 Race 

Under 5,000- Over 
Total T-S ' Oem. Marg.$5,000 15,000 15,000 White Black~ 

Unemploy-­
ment 15.3% 18.2% 8.6% 19.8% 10.9% 21.6% 13.8% 4.8% 12.9% 27.1 % 

School 
system/
Honey for 
school 14.2 1B.2 10.3 15.1 14.5 9.3 1B.3 9.5 16.2 6.3 

Too much 
drugs 12.3 9.1 15.5 14.3 5.5 10.3 16.5 4.B 14.3 4.2 

Governor/
Can't stand 
Ha11ace 10.3 22.7 10.3 10.3 15.5 3.1 11.0 3B.l 11.0 4.2 

Inflation/
Incomes 
too 10\'1 10.0 9.1 8.6 12.7 5.5 11 .3 11.0 4.B 11 .4 4.2 

Crime on 
/''):. 

V 	 the 
increase 9.2 15.5 10.3 3.6 1O. 3 10.1 '8.6 12.5 

• 	 Too many
taxes/
Taxes too 
hi-gh 8.8 18.2 12. 1 6.3 7.3 13.4 2.8 1.1 16.7 

Pol itica1 
pmve!"'/
Government 8.4 9.1 13.8 7.9 3.6 6.2 9.2 23.8 9.0 6.3 

Racial 
problems 8.4 8.6 5.6 18.2 12.4 6.4 9.5 4.2 

Integration/
bussing 7.3 12.-' 4.8 10.9 10.3 7.3 9.0 

In debt/
No money/
Spend too 
much 5.4 ' 13.6 5.2 4.8 3.6 2.1 5.5 9.5 6.2' 2.1 

All 	 others/
Don't know 31.4 9. 1 20.7 35.0 43.6 35.0 -31.2 23.8 31.0 33.3 
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(', Federal State Relationships 

Almost sixty percent (58.5%) of Alabama residents feel Alabama has 

not been treated fairly by the Federal government .. This sentiment . 
is highest among core Republicans and 

" 

ticket-splitters, Congressional 

Districts One, Four, and Seven, the youngest age group (18-24), the 

middle to high income group ($10,000-$15,000) and whites . 

• 

Do you think that Alabama has or has not been treated as well as other 
states by the F-e'deral government?

• 

Type of Voter Age Income 
. 
Over 

Total T-S Oem. 18-24 25~ 
0 100% 100% 100% 100%" 100% 100% 100% 100% ' 100% 100% 

• 
Has 25.2 23.9 18.0 23.9 26.2 24.9 27.4 20.9 17 .8 54.0 
Has not 58.5 " 68.7 69.7 57.1 67.2 58.1 54.3 68.6 67.1 24.5 
Don,1 t know 16.3 7.5 12.4 18.9 6.6 17 .0 18.3 10.5 15.1 21.5 

Those who feel Alabam~ has not been well treated mention primarily 

forced integration and school integration issues (33.9%) and the 

unfairness of Federal enforcement on the topic (18.0%). Also mentioned 

is the feeling that Alabama does not get its share of Federal grants 

(13.2%) and the feeling that Alabama is unfairly pin-pointed for racial 

problems {ll.5%}. 

u 
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Why do ~ou say that Alabama has not been treated as well by the Federal 
government?* 

Type, of Voter Age Income Race 

Over Under Over 
Total Rep. T-S Oem. 18-24 25-54 55 $10,000 $10,000 Hhite Bla( 

Forced school 
integration/
Bussing unfair 21.2% 19.6% 23.4%20.3% 26.8% 20.2%21.6% 20.5% 26.3% 22.5% 5.~ 

Doubl e standard) 
one for South, 
one 'for North 18.0 21.7 22.6 15.7 4.9 20.6 17.3 15.4 24 . 6 19.4 5 . I 

Federal 
contracts given 
to {) ther s ta test 
not many 
grants 13.2 19.6 8.9 15.7 2.4 13.2 15.7 13.3 12.7 11.5 32.! 

Forced i ntegra­
tion in South 12.7 8.7 15.3 12.0 12.2 13.2 12.4 13.6 10.2 12.2 17.! 

Racial prejudice/ 
Pinpointed
Al abama about 
racial 
pro b1ems 11 .5 8.7 16. 1 6.9 26.8 8.6 11.4 13.3 5.9 11.7 10.1 

Forced to ta ke 
a back seat 10.6 8.7 8.1 10.6 7.3 8.6 14.0 9.9 10.2, 11.5 

Federal govern­
ment bucks our 
Governor/Dislike , 
of Wallace 5.7 13.0 4.0 6.5 2.4 7.4' 4.3 5.8 6.8 6.3 

* Does not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

A majority of the respondents indicate they feel the Federal government v/ent 

too fast in desegregating the public schools in Alabama (58.5%); 27.7% feel 

the pace was'about right, and 12.3% indicate the pace wa~ too slow. Persons 

most likely to hold the opinions that the pace was too slow tend to be 

ticket-splitters, residents of Districts One, Four, and Eight, persons over 35, 
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c middle upper income ($lO,OOO-$15,000) and white. Expected1y, the blacks, 

lower income, younger and marginal voters, in District Six, are more likely 

to have said the pace was about right or too slow. 

HOYI do you think that the Federal government \-/ent in desegregating the 
publ ic school s1 

Type of Vo ter Age 	 Income Race 

Over Under $10,000 Over. 
Total Rep. T-S Oem. 18-34 $10,000 15,000 15.000 White Blac 

Too fast 58.5 61.2 65.2 60.3 54.5 59.8 55.4 70.6 65.7 70.9 9.2 
Too slO\'1 12.3 7.5 8.4 11.6 15.3 11.4 15.0 8.8 2.9 6.4 35.6 
About right 27.7 31.3 25.8 26.6 30.2 26.7 27.6 20.6 30.0 22.2 49.7 
Oonl t know 1'.5 .6 1.6 2.0 2.0 ' 1.4 .5 5.5 

Those persons who see the desegregation pace imposed by the Federal government 

I 	 as too fast most,often hold the Federal courts res~onsible (67.9%). Also 

mentioned as being responsible are the Department of Health, Education and . 	 . 
I 	 Welfare {15.7%} and the Justice Department {9.3%}. The United States Congress 

and President Nixon are mentioned only by about 6% of the respondents-. 
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~/ho do you bel ieve is most to blame for the forcing of the desegregation 
in pub'ic schools?* 

Total 
Sampl e Rep. T-5 Oem. ~1arginal 

Federal courts 67.9% 65.9% 71.6% 67.2% 65.9% 
Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare 15.7 9.8 1B .1 17.0 11.B 
Justice Department 9.3 7.3 8.6 10.0 9.4 
U.S. Congress 5.9 2.4 6.0 6.1 7.1 
President Nixon < 5.5 4.9 5.2 6.1 4.7 

* Does "ot include responses receiving 1 ess than 5% mention. 

A significant majority of Alabama residents are not in favor of desegregating. 
Alabama public schools (54.9J;). Thirty-<seven percent (37.3%) are in favor, 

and only 7.8% don't know. Republicans' are most likely to be against desegre­

gation, as are residents of Districts, One, Two, and Seven, older persons 

(35 arid above) and \·,h ites. 

Are you in favor or not in favor of the desegregation of the Alabama public 
school5? 

Tlpe of Vo ter Age Race 

Over 
Total Rep. T-S Oem. 18-34 35 White Black 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100;s 1OO~~ 100% 

Favor 31'.3 32.8 39.3 36.1 48.5 33.4 27.2 76.7 
Not in favor 54.9 61.2 55.1 54.7 46.5 57.8 65.4 13.5 
DonI t know 7.8 6.0 5.6 9.2 5.0 8.7 7.4 9.B 
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C~· 	 Those aga inst desegregation ci te reasons of ui tis not right to do ll / 

"don't believe in mixingll (35.7%L "must have freedom of choice"(14.7%), 

"school standards are lOrJered" (11.1%), lIundesirab:i1ity of bussing" (9.0%), 

among others. Behavioral Republicans, younger (18-24) and middle high 

income ($10,000-$15,000) persons are more likely than other voter, age 

or -income groups to give a freedom of choice rationale, \'/h:i1e older (55 and 

above) and poorer (under $5~000) persons'are more likely to insist that 

desegregation and mixing are simply not right. 

Wh~ are ~ou not in favor of desegregating Al abama schools ?* 
• 

(54.9% of total) 

T~ee of Vo ter Income 

Over Under $10,000 
Total Rep. T-S Oem. 18-24 25-54 55 $5,000 $15,000

C") 	 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% ../ 	 , 

Don't believe in 
mixing/Not right 
to do 	 35.7% 26.8% 32.7% 36.1% 28.0% 26 .3J~ 46.9% 51 .0% 22.8% 

Believe in freedom 
of choice/Slower 
process 14.7 22.0 11.2 15.4 24.0 18.0 10.2 8.4 33.3 

Standards 	are 
lowered/Qua 1 ity 
more important 11.1 12.2 11.2 12.0 4.0 15.7 7.1 5.2 14.0

': 

; Don It "/ant 
bussing 9.0 12.2 10.2 10.1 8.0 9.7 8.2 10.3 8.8 

Won It \'/ork/Cause 
friction 8.6 4.9 6.1 11.5 12.0 8.3 8.7 7.7 5.3 

* Does not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 
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C~/ 	 Those in favor of desegregation cite most often reasons of equal rights 

for all (48.3%) and of blacks needing education (12.3%), and other reasons . 

. Why are 	you in favor of desegregating Alabama schools?* 

(37.3%) of total) 

Total % 

Equal rights for all/go wherever 

you want 48.3% 


Blacks· need educa tion/Have a 

right to a good school 12.3 


_ Need quality education/Setter 

school s 8.0 


Closest school/Not by bussing 7.0 

Has to be done to gro\,l/ 


Learn to get along 6.3 

Not prejudiced/Like mixing 5.3 


* Does not include responses receiving less than 5% mention. 

In spite of their predominantly negative desire for public school desegrega­

tion, most persons in Alabama (59.6%) believe that the Federal government 

will ultimately force the complete integration 'of all 'public schools. Those 

insisting it will not (20.9%) are about as large a group as those not knowing 

(19.5%). Congressional District One is notably low in its belief that com­

pl ete integration \llill resul t, as are the 01 dest age group of respondents 

(65 and over). Opinion also poladzes in the over $15,000 income bracket, 

where there are feh'er don't kno\ll responses and relatively much feel ing that 

complete integration will not be ultimately achieved. Blacks are the most 

uncerta in group. 

o 
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Do you think that the Federal government will or will not ultimately 
force the complete integration of all public schools? 

T~pe of Voter Age Income Race 

Total ~ T-S Oem. 
Under Over Under Over 
65 65 $15,000 15,000 White Black-­

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

~ii 11 
~1i11 not 
Don't know 

59.6 
20.9 
19.5 

50.7 
25.4 
23.9 

54.5 
27.0 
18.5 

63.2 
19.2 
17 .6 

62.7 
20.8 
16.5 

48.5 
21.0 
30.5 

60.7 
19.5 
19.8 

57.1 
31.4 
11.4 

60.7 
21.5 
17 .8 

55.2 
17.8 
27.0 
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