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THE GALLUP POLL Release SUNDAY, Dec. 10, 1972
Gallup Post—-Election Analysis

SURVEY EXAMINES REASONS FOR LOWEST
TURNQUT RATE SINCE 1948 ELECTION

By George Gallup

Copyright 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Republication in whole or part strictly prohibited, except with

written consent of the copyright holders.

PRINCETON, N.J., Dec. 9~--Nearly complete election
returns indicate that only about half of those of voting age in the
U.S. (54.5 per cent) cast ballots in the presidential election in
Novembers. This represents the lowest voter turnout percentage since
1948 when 52 per cent cast a ballot.

A Gallup post-election survey sheds light on the
reasons why voter turnout in the U.S. on Nov. 7 was the lowest it
has been in nearly a quarter centutry, and why the U.S. consistently
has a poorer voting record than any other major democracy in the
world.

One of the survey guestions sought to determine the
reasons non-voters themselves offer for not participating. Nearly
four in ten indicate that they just did not bother to register or
that they were prevented from doing so by residence regquirements.

Nearly a third of non-voters reported that they "sat it
out" because of a lack of interest in politics, while another 10 per
cent indicated their belief that they did not have a good choice of
presidential candidates.

Here is the full table of reasons given by non-voters:

{MCRE)



The Gallup Poll ~-- Release Sunday, Dec. 10 Page 2
REASONS NON=-VOTERS GIVE
FOR NOT VOTING IN 1972
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Didn't bother to register or
prevented from registering by
residence requirements .......cs0.... 38%
Not interested in politics .....e000040.. 28
Didn't like either candidate .......... 10
Sick or disabled ...... N
Could not leave Jjob or working
two shifts ...ttt iiiienenneanens 1
Away from home/traveling .......cooeevue 1
Total, non~voters 100%
As the above table indicates, only a small proportion
of non~voters appear to have a reasonably legitimate excuse for not
voting. According to their own testimony, the large majority of
non-voters could have voted if they had made an extra effort to

register and vote.

REGISTRATION SYSTEM
BLAMED IN PART

Some political observers blame the low turnout in this
country in part on our registration system. A recent editorial in
the New York Times pointed out that "many towns and ci;ies allow
registration only a few days a month and then only for a few hours
and often at inconvenient places."”

Gallup surveys indicate that approximately eight
persons in ten were registered to vote as of the time of this vear's
presidential contest. But among citizens 18 to 30 years old, the
proportion registered to vote was only about six in ten.

On the brighter side, the proportion of women registered
to vote just prior to this year's election about egqualled the
proportion among men. In addition, the differences in registration on
the basis of educational attainment was less marked in this campaign
than it has been previously. This year, three persons in four among

persons with only a grade-school background were registered to vote.

{MURE)



The Gallup Poll ~-- Release Sunday, Dec. 10 Page 3

Post-election analysis further indicates that voters
had settled on a candidate far sconer this year than was the case in
the previous presidential campaign in 1968.

This yvear only about one voter in 11 said that he had
not made up his mind until sometime during the last two weeks of the
campaign, a finding which was reflected in Gallup Poll trial heats
showing little change in the standings from late September.

In sharp contrast, as many as a fourth of the voters in
1968 had not made up their minds until sometime during the final two

weeks of that year's presidential campaign.
1]

SIX IN TEN
"SPLIT' TICKETS )

As might be expected by the heavy defection among
Democrats this year, ticket-splitting was common. As many as six
voters in 10 said they split their tickets and voted for the candi-
dates of different parties for the various political offices.

The results reported today are based on in-person
interviews with 1,462 adults, 18 and older, interviewed in more than
300 scientifically selected localities across the nation during the
period Nov. 10-13.

The following table shows the percentage of the popula-
tion voting in presidential elections since 1920 when women became
eligible to vote:

VOTER TURNOUT IN U.S. IN

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

1920 .t iiir et vconnncnnssse 44%
1924 i ittt i iietanrnaaress 44
1928 it iinereennesnssonnseas 52
1932 . i .t ecesanncnssesnsenss 53
1936 e eeennennsssenennsnas 537
1940 ...t iennivnnasensssnasses 59
1944 ...ttt iesiennearssreees 54
1948 ...ttt iintesannnnasreas 52
1952 L ittt i et eaisea.. B3
1956 . ittt it tinearennsseas B0
1960 ..t iereneesoesneneasnas. 64
1964 . ...t veranasnenssaas 62
1968 . cviviiieroncssenncasecss 61
1972 (to date) ..veieresesanes 54.5

From PUBLISHERS-~HALL SYNDICATE, 401 North Wabash, Chicago, Il1l. 60611



THE GALLUP POLL Release on receipt
Dispatched 11/27/72

GALLUP-AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
SCORE BULLS-EYES IN ELECTIONS

IN FIVE NATIONS

PRINCETON, N.J., Nov. 00---In a period of less than
three months, Gallup-affiliated survey organizations in four nations
besides the U.S. scored spectacular successes in estimating the
ocutcome of national elections in these nations.

EMNID, the West German Gallup affiliate, was within one
percentage point in its final pre-election estimate of the vote for
the SPD‘and CDU/CSU parties in the recent election in that country.

Here 1is the comparison:

WEST GERMANY

Gallup~- Election

Germany Results
SPD tiesensecsessss 46.2% 45.9%
CDU/GSU o eswsnomas 4543 44,8
BeDiiPa “dssasvessgns ©Oubd 8.4
Sonstige Parteien . 2.0 1.0

The Canadian Institute of Public Opininn was also right
on target in estimating the popular vote in the recent national

election in that country, as seen in the following table:

CANADA
Gallup- Election
Canada Results
Liberals .ussosssss 39% 39%
Conservatives ..... 33 35
NDP wennwanessesaws 2 18
Other .......civeen 7 8

In October, voters in Norway and Denmark voted in
national referenda on joining the Common Market. Here is a comparison
of the actual vote with survey results for each country, as reported
by the Norwegian Gallup Institute. The comparison provides still
further evidence that scientifically conducted public opinion surveys

on referendum issues can be as accurate as surveys on candidates:

(MORE)
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NORWAY

Gallup- Election

Norway Results
Yes (favor joining) 47.9% 46.51%
NO innwsmsnnmss W we W 52.1 53.49
DENMARK
YeS wavemusnsoosn es.. 64/65% 63.44%
No ...... e e e .... 35/36 36.56

And in the U.S., the Gallup Poll's final 1972 pre-

-election estimate was within two-tenths of a percentage point of

Nixon's share of the major party vote, as seen below:

U.S5.4A.
Gallup- Election
U.S.A. Results
(to date)
NiXON ocoesoosscsscssscns 62% 61.8%
McGovern ...... aww wEw w38 38.2

From PUBLISHERS-HALL SYNDICATE
401 North Wabash Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60611



THE GALLUP POLL Release THURSDAY, Nov. 30, 1972

Public Hits 'Mudslinging,' High

Costs of 1972 Presidential Race
By George Gallup
Copyright 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc. All rights
reserved. Republication in whole or part strictly prohibited, except

with written consent of the copyright holders.

PRINCETON, N.J., Nov. 29-~~Seven in ten Americans would
like to see changes in the way pelitical campaigns are presently
conducted. Leading the list of gripes are the high costs of campaigns
and "to? much mudslinging."”

Next on the list of sought-for changes are "a greater
discussion and definition of the issues"” and a shorter campaign.

The following comments reveal the mood of the public
regarding the race for the presidency which, starting with the first
primary election, consumed the better part of the year.

*Presidential campaigns usually start out on a fairly
high level, but by the end of the campaign the race has degenerated,
with desperate remarks and meaningless insults tossed about freely.™
These were the thoughts of a young engineer from Colorado.

A 51-year-o0ld building superintendent from Iowa thinks
there is room for improvement in the way campaigns are conducted,
but confesses that he finds them entertaining--"the endless round of
charges and countercharges--it's better than a circus.”

A 42-year-old railroad supervisor from Chicago expresses
a common view: "Campaigns cost too much~-they hold good candidates

back. The man who gets elected is not necessarily the best man--he's

often the one who's got more money."

BEHIND WIDESPREAD
APATHY THIS YEAR?

To a certain extent, the widespread voter apathy
recorded this year can be charged against the lengthiness of the
presidential campaign and the way it was conducted. Voter turnout on
Nov. 7 was the lowest it has been since 1948. The percentage of
election night TV viewers was down sharply from the percentage
recorded in 1968.

{MORE)
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7 IN 10 FAVOR LAW
TO LIMIT SPENDING

In the same survey, persons were asked specifically
about a proposal for a law which would put a limit on the total amount
of money that can be spent for or by a candidate in his campaign for
public office.

Seven in ten (71 per cent) say they would favor such a
law, 18 per cent are opposed, while another 11 per cent do not
express an opinion.

. Basic in the thinking of many Americans is the belief
that every person should have an equal chance to run for office and
that money should not be a controlling factor.

Although present laws are désigned to control the amount
that a person can contribute to a campaign, these laws can be avoided
or evaded in many different ways.

It is estimated that approximately $100 million was
spent by presidential candidates in the presidential campaign this
year, including $9 million on the Democratic and Republican

conventions.

PUBLIC HAS LONG
FAVORED OVERHAUL

The U.S. public has long favored a complete overhaul of
the American electoral system, including a nationwide primary to
select candidates and abandonment of the Electoral College. The
public’'s will in terms of changes in the electoral process has been
heeded only in regard to lowering the voting age requirement to 18.
In a survey conducted three years prior to the Supreme Court's
decision, two adults in every three favored enfranchisement of 18, 19
and 20~year-olds.

In a Gallup survey reported last spring, 72 per cent of
persons interviewed said they favored the selection of presidential
candidates in a nationwide primary election instead of by political
party conventions as at present. The proposal found bipartisan

approval.

{MORE)
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Majorities in every survey--as long ago as 1948-~-have
either favored abandonment of the present Electoral College system ox
changing it to make it reflect more accurately the popular vote
sentiment registered on election day.

The latest survey on the Electoral College showed eight
in ten Americans in favor of the election of Presidents on the basis
of popular vote throughout the nation rather than the Electoral
College system., The latter system makes it possible for a candidate

to win even though he runs behind in the popular vote total.

SHORTEN
CAMPAIGNS?

The electorate would also Like to see another basic
change in the electoral process~-cutting the 10-week campaign period
in half. Six in ten voters would favor such a change, which, if it
were done, would bring the U.S. more in line with the practice of

Great Britain, Canada, Israel and other democracies.

DETAILS OF
SURVEY
Today's report is based on in-person interviews with
1205 adults, 18 and older, interviewed in more than 300 scientifically
selected localities across the nation. These are the guestions and
national results:
"Would vou like to see any changes in the way political
campaigns are conducted?"”
YES tivsecsceconsnecs 70 %
NO/NO OPINION ..... 30
"Would you favor or oppose a law which would put a limit
on the TOTAL amount of money which can be spent for or by a candidate
in his campaign for public office?"
FAVOR 4t oveeereaanas T1%
OPPOSE v s rnvnnoan 18

NO OPINION ........ 11

From PUBLISHERS-HALL SYNDICATE
401 North Wabash Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60611
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By Ceorge Gallup
topyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

FRINCETON. N J. Nov. 15 ~ The
fran preclecton survey of the Gallap
Pl f,mucd tor bee the st acrarate of
e manonwide pells in the 1977 presic
derctal rare and. in fact, the most ac-
rizvate in the hisory of nationwide poll-
iy the US.

Vil complete election retusns
Wi ohar the final survey fipures were
v 2 percentaze points of the na
tionasl presidenrial election result, whidh
berrers the poil's reoard of 6.5 percent-
aze peonnrs morhe 1468 election.

Kudos for this sehievement must be
wl vt e 1e Jards newspapers,
welodvie v one vou are presently
readine whicth provide the financial
SIPPST DeNTY o earry out these
G rmany survess op the isues of the
dat Many of these newspapers have
sransored the Gallup Poll since its
foanding in rgys.

¥

Alttaurt electinns prove a testing
sevundd for polting n.etheds. their value
dosipn cacpaigns ronsists largely in
foacding information about how vari-
s crong s in the population witl vote
amd wly. A cuef interest. hawever, of
mans readers centers on the insights
polls reveal shout life in America.

GECLI R KO R L RS A SR L et

Hopes and Fears of
American Public

For 37 years. the Gallup Poll has
dealt with social and economic prob-
fens, as well as political. During this
period the hopes and fears of the Amer.
ican people have been surveved, their
beliels and their leisure time activities,
their morals and their manners -~ even
their foibles.

Findings from 6.000 surveys are con-
taincd in a new three volume work just
published by Random House. A total
of 2400 pages are needed to cover the
37 years of Gallup surveys,

Changes in the public’s views and
their prejudices in many fields are re-
vealed s the nearly four decades cover-
el i the case of many issues and
propasals. proof is provided that the
people are often years ahead of theie
legisiative teaders, who, all too often,
take their orders from pressure groups,

A case in point is the control of hand
cuns. As carly as 1938, an overwhelm-
ing majority of Americans (84 per cent}
favored laws to require the registra-
tion of pistols and revolvers — laws
which still are not on the books.

Another of many cxamples that could
be cited has to do with the “item”
veto, which would permit a president
to veto some items in a bill without

vetoing the entire bill. The vote in
favor of this proposal which would do
much to reduce “potk-barrel” schemes
of Congressmen, was 2 to 1 in favor
in 1947,

As carly as 1952 the American public
approved basic charges in the clectoral
system. including a nationwide primary
to sclect candidates, doing away with
the electoral college, and changing the
whale saaner U Compaigning,

Work vs. Cash
Relief Plans

Attitudes toward work and welfare
have changed litle,  In ro38 when
America had stitl not come out of the
great depression. the public by a ratio
of y tu 1 favered work relief over cash
relief.  They approved a  Penasyl-
vania taw (1939} by almost,the same
ratio that would require all able-bodied
people on relief to accept any job of-
fered by a local government, no matter
what kind of job.

Just a few of the findings from thow-
sands of surveys reveal the wide range
of subjects that have been covered:

‘

* In November, 1938, ncarly a year
before World War 11, Hitler said he
had no more territorial ambitions in
Furope, When the American people
were asked if they believed this state-
ment, only 8 per cent said they did.

* Hitler's treatment of the Jews.
even before Waorld War I was disap-
proved by an overwhelming majority
of Americans — 94 per cent.

* Farly surveys on economic issues
reveal the extent to which a higher
living standard, plus inflation. have
changed the American scene,  When
wshed Tiow i Lunily ol foar need-
ed ta live decently. the answer, 1 July,
1937, was $30 a week.

* The wvinimun wage which the
public thought should be paid in 1038
was 40 cents an hour in non-farm areas,
30 cents an bour ja farm regions.

* As late as 1949, one person in
seven could report that at some time
during the year, he or his family did
not have enough money to get enough
to eat,

* There have been great changes in
manners and morals. A poll in 1930
showed that a majority of adults
thought that it was indecent for women
to wear shorts for sirect wear.

* As late as 1947 neasly half of all
the families of the United States were
saying grace or giving thanks to God
atoud before meals,

* In the present era of foul Janguage.
it is worth noting that in a poll taken

in December, 1951, some 4o per cent
of those questivned s3id that they ob-
jected to their Tushand saying “damn”
or “hell” when among friends. Tven
more objected to wives wsing these
same words,

* The great wigzration to California.
Florida and the Southwest was foree
shadowed by cacdy polbs that whod powe
ple where they would Like w live if
they moved from their present state.

* Afwer Wold War 1f the public
was asked about amnesty for conscienti-
ous objectars who had been sent to
prison, Py a vate of 3toa the public
said that they should be freed

* A poll conducted in 194y, asked

people in the largest cities o pame
their ¢ity's worst problem. The suevey
brought to light that pocr housing.
traffic congestinn. dirt. hich tax rates,
cotrupt politics, all rated ahead of
crime. In fac. crime was cited by
only g per cert as their city’s worst
problemy = in marked contrast to the
importance crime occupies today a5 a
major concern of city dwellers.

Historians of the future may well
regard these findings that deal with
the quality of lives in the 178 as an
important contribution that only polls
can make.
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POLLS CHART SOCIAL HISTORY OF U.S. SPANNING NEARLY
FOUR DECADES

Public Has Been Ahead of Legislative Leaders on Many Issues

PRESERVATION COPY

By George Gallup
Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

PRINCETON, N. J., Nov. 15 — The
final pre-election survey of the Gallup
Poll proved to be the most accurate of
the nationwide polls in the 1972 presi-
dential race and, in fact, the most ac-
curate in the history of nationwide poll-
ing in the US.

Virtually complete election returns
show that the final survey figures were
within 0.2 percentage points of the na-
tional presidential election result, which

.betters the poll’s record of 0.5 percent-

age points in the 1968 election.

Kudos for this achievement must be
shared with the 157 daily newspapers,
including the one you are presently
reading, which provide the financial
support necessary to carry out these
continuing surveys on the issues of the
day. Many of these newspapers have
sponsored the Gallup Poll since its
founding in 1935.

Although elections prove a testing
ground for polling methods, their value
during campaigns consists largely in
providing information about how vari-
ous groups in the population will vote
and why. A chief interest, however, of
many readers centers on the insights
polls reveal about life in America.

- .

Hopes and Fears of
American Public

For 37 years, the Gallup Poll has
dealt with social and economic prob-
lems, as well as political. During this
period the hopes and fears of the' Amer-
ican people have been surveyed, their
beliefs and their leisure time activities,
their morals and their manners — even
their foibles.

Findings from 6,000 sutveys are ton-
tained in a new three-volume work just
published by Random House. A total
of. 2400 pages are needed to cover the
37 years of Gallup surveys. A

Changes in the public’s views and
their prejudices in many fields are re-
vealed in the nearly four decades cover-
ed. In the case of many issues and
proposals, proof is provided that the
people are often years ahead of their
legislative leaders, who, all too often,
take their orders from pressure groups.

A case in point is the control of hand
guns. As early as 1938, an overwhelm-
ing majority of Americans (84 per cent)
favored laws to require the registra-
tion of pistols and revolvers — laws
which still are not on the books.

Another of many examples that could
be cited has to do with the “item”

veto, which would permit a president

to veto some items in a bill without



THE GALLUP POLL For Release: Thursday, November 16, '72
Page Two

4

vetoing the entire bill. The vote in
favor of this proposal which would do
much to reduce “pork-barrel” schemes
of Congressmen, was 2 to 1 in favor
“in 1947. )
. . As early as 1952 the American public
"~ approved basic changes in the electoral
system, including a nationwide primary
to select candidates, doing away with
the electoral college, and changing the
whole manner of campaigning. .

" Work vs. Cash
Relief Plans .

Attitudes toward work and welfare
have changed little. In 1938 when
America had still not come out of the
great depression, the public by a ratio
of 9 to 1 favored work relief over cash
relief. They approved a Pennsyl-
vania law (1939) by almost the same
ratio that would require all able-bodied

ople on relief to accept any job of-

fered by a local government, no matter = ¢
what kind of job. : 1

Just a few of the findings from thou-
sands of surveys reveal the wide range
of subjects that have been covered:

* In November, 1938, nearly a year
before World War II, Hitler said he
had no more territorial ambitions in
Europe.- When the American people
were asked if they believed this state-
ment; only 8 per cent said they did.
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* Hitler's treatment of the Jews,
even before World War II, was dlsap
proved by an overwhelming majority
of Americans — 94 per cent.

* Early surveys on economic issues
reveal thes extent to which a higher
living standard, plus inflation, have
changed the American scene. When
asked how much a family of four need-
ed to live decently, the answer, in July,
1937, was $30 a week.

* The minimum wage which the
public thought should be paid in 1938
was 40 cents an hour in non-farm areas,
30 cents an hour in farm regions.

* As late as 1949, one person in
seven could report that at some time
during the year, he or his family did
not have enough money to get enough
to eat.

* There have been great changes in
manners and morals. A poll in 1939
showed that a majority of adults
thought that it was indecent for women
to wear shorts for street wear.

* As late as 1947 nearly half of all
the families of the United States were
saying grace or giving thanks to God
aloud before meals.

* In the present era of foul language,
it is worth noting that in a poll taken

Page Three
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, in December, 1951, some 40 per cent

of those questioned said that they ob-
jected to their husband saying “damn”
or “hell” when among friends. Even
more objected to wives using these
same words,

* The great migration to California,
Florida and the Southwest was fore-
shadowed by early polls that asked peo-
ple where they would like to live if

they moved from their present state. -

* After World War II the public

was asked about amnesty for conscienti-

ous objectors who had been sent to
prison. By a vote of 3-to-1 the public
said that they should be freed.

* A poll conducted in 1949, asked
people in the largest cities to name
their city’s worst problem. The survey
brought to light that poor Housing,
traffic congestion, dirt, high tax rates,
corrupt  politics, all tated ahead of
crime. In fact, crime was cited by
only 4 per cent as their city’s worst
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problem — in marked contrast to the

importance crime occupies today as a
major concern of city dwellers.

Historians of the future may well
regard these findings that deal with

the quality of lives in the U.S. as an
important contnbutlon that only polls /

can make,
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GALLUP AGAIN ON THE MARK --
COULL BE MOST ACCURATE
FORECAST IN POLLING HISTORY

PRINCETON, N.J., Nov. 00 -- The Gallup Poll's final pre-election estimate
of the division of the major party vote in last Tuesday's presidential
election was exactly on the mark, continuing the Gallup Poll's long record
of accuracy in election surveys.
On Monday, the Gallup Poll published the following survey figures
in its 157 client newspapers across the nation:
FINAL GALLUP

SURVEY RESULTS
(Division of two-party vete)

Nixon ....... PN ... 62%
McGovern ...... P 38
T00%

With 98 per cent of the nation's precincts reporting as of this
writing, the major party vote in the presidential election Tuesday is as

follows:

ACTUAL ELECTION
RESULTS
(Dijvision of two-party vote)

Nixon t‘..‘.‘..'.t..‘ilﬁ‘l.s%

McGovern ........... ++.38,2
T00.0%

The high degree of accuracy achieved by the Gallup Poll in its
estimate of the major party vote in Tuesday's election repeats the impressive
performance of the Ga]]up‘Po11 in the previous presidential election of 1968.
The final pre-election survey results that year showed Nixon leading Senator
Humphrey and came within a half of a percentage point (0.5) of indicating
Nixon's actual vote in that election.

The average deviation, that is, the average amount by which final
Gallup Poll figures have differed from the elections beginning with 1936 has
been 2.5 percentage points. The largest deviation was registered in 1936 when
the poll correctly pointed to Rooseveit’s victory but missed the mark by 6.8
percentage points. The smallest deviations came in this year's election, in
the race four years ago, and in 1960 when the final Gallup pre-election survey
showed Sen. John Kennedy with a razor-thin lead over the then Vice President Nixon.

The average deviation for 10 national elections since 1952 has been

1.3 percentage points.
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PERSONAL SAFETY SEEN AS
HIDDEN ISSUE IN '72 RACE

By George Gallup

PRINCETON, N, J., Nov. 00 -- The emotionally charged issue of personal

' safety shifted many votes of blue collar workers to Nixon in the cities
of the nation in Tuesday's election. And it was the heavy defection
among this traditionally Democratic bioc which contributed to the over-
whelming defeat of Sen. George McGovern. Blue collar workers feared
that McGovern would encourage a permissive society that would fail to
provide safe streets and cities.

Not only did the candidates fail to discuss the problem of
public safety at length during the campaign, but voters themselves,
when asked to indicate what they regarded as the most important problems
facing the nation, were inclined to talk about the issue of public
safety under such general terms as crime, law and order, drug addiction.

Survey evidence indicates that the proportion of voters who
say they are afraid to go out alone at night in their own neighborhoods
has shown a dramatic increase in recent years. It is especially high
in cities over 1 million in population and even in smaller cities it
has reached an astounding level.

Women particularly are fearful of personal attacks when they leave



their homes in their own districts. As many as three women in four among
women over the age of 50 say they are afraid to go out alone in their
neighborhoods.

Fear of personal assaults is by no means lTimited to the larger
cities. Notwithstanding government crime statistics, voters throughout
the nation say that crime has increased during the last year in communi-
ties where they live.

. Of the two candidates of the major parties, voters thought that
President Nixon could deal with this problem of crime and lawlessness
far better than Sen. McGovern. Blue collar workers who have traditionally
cast their ballots for democratic presidential ;andidates. by the ratio of
46% to 30% 1in an October survey, held this view, which is perhaps the
most important reason for their high rate of defection.

The public wants tougher sentences handed out to lawbreakers --
and by the overwhelming majority of 79% to 10%. Indicative of the public
mood was the recent vote in California in favor of reinstating the
death penalty and against legalizing marijuana.

The survey findings reported here should not be read as indicat-
ing that most voters lack a social conscience. However, when the issue
comes down to what the typical voter perceives as a question of social

programs versus personal safety, he is 1ikely to vote for the latter.
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Survey Shows Kennedy Would

Have R

By George Gailup
Cepyright, 1972, Field Enterprives, Inc.
Al rights resarved.  Republcation in
whals o part sirictly probibited, except
with written censent of the copyright

holders.

)\ N Nov. g1 -~ In
2 «F Prewdowr Nixon's
the dmport-
ises - 10 v hat
a reieton of
s than Iy party
e ol ancther Deocrat have give
e Nixen a closer sace?

St atae N1 Oneng at)

Gallug suivey evidence indicates that

viee Yoo et Doanocrst -+ Seaator
fuward Kennedy o conld have cun
a e hostrun e raee than did Senator

n sl Veets endicted dn
sie e sesd Gnal Gullug sure
vor v ed Niven fesding MeGovern
52 %0 36 per cent but leading Kennedy
by a wrusiderably smaller margin, §2
w43 per cent.

Ure could speenlate, of course, that
r € race @ vonid Lave been stitl closer
bad winely canapaigned
PR ,u*& w reasinee this vear, Kene

disavored any miterest in
B romination for 1996, yet
ol beersers hav e speculated that
s ady in aarnparening hatd for Me
Crovzen tins vear, also had his eye on
e Wiiate Howse in 1976

Vote \nre a Rejeetion

U( f'andidate Than Party

vy resalts eeflected to a cone
nt a reiection of the Dem-
sxsat nominee rather than an indica-
tion of any GOP tide. Nixon's tremend-
ous victory at the polls did not translate
intw major gains for the GOP in terms
of Senate and House seats,

A comparison of the Nixon-McGov-
ernn trict heat with the Nixon-Kennedy
results in the sae survey and with the
sanre sample of voters brought to light
Kennedy's greater strength among these
groups:

* Whereas Nixan won the youth
vote {tnder 30) in the test race against
McGnvern, Kennedy held 2 command-
ing dead with young voter, §5 to 41 per
went.

* Among blue collar workers (the
largest voting bloc and a major source
of MGovern's <ditheultics), McGovern
tratled Nixon in the mid-October sur-
very by wnargin of 44 to 4y per cent,
but Kennedy held a wide 53 to 41 per
cent fead.

* Keptedy's pummmuvj ;n)puimity
among Fol low Catholics is apparent in
the findings whid showed him Jeading
Nixon §3 ta 43 per cent, whercas Mc-
Gavern trailed Nixon ainong persons
of this faith, 37 to 5o per cent.

The following table shows the full
comparison of the Nixon-McGovern
and the Nison -Kennedy trail heats:

Nixon s, Kennedy

Other,

Nmors Kennedy Una’[r
/0 ¥ G
NATIONAL .. sz 43 5
East ..... el 47 48 5
Midwest ...... 50 44 f
South ......... 58 30 3
West ..., 54 4% 5
Tnder 3o .. ... 41 55 4
30-49 years ... 52 42 6
so & over L, 58 3B 4
Republicans ... . 8y 8 3
Democrats ... 24 72 4
Independents .. so 43 7
" Protestant .. .. 58 38 4
Roman Catholic 43 53 4

Prof. & Busine: iy 33 3
Clerical & Sales 32 43 5
Manoal ..., gt 53 G

Nixon »s. McGovern
Lxon MG, Under

e % Fo
NATIONAL . 59 36 5
Fast ........ 37 38 5
Midwest . ... 57 40 3
South ....... &6 29 5
West ... 99 35 1o
linder 30 years 54 43 2
30-49 years ... 37 35 8
so&over ... 63 33 4
Republicans .. 03 7 *
Danocerats ... 33 G G
Independents . 50 33 R
Protestant .. 63 13 4
Rowan Catholic 30 37 4
Prof. & Busines 68 29 3
Clericat & Sales 66 32 2
Manual ... .. 19 44 7

Kennedy Cons ienily
Popular With emocrats

Kennedy has  onsistemly been popu-
far with the 17 mocratic rank and-file,
despite the fact wat he suffered a shaep
loss in appeal o.lowing the Chappa-
quiddick incide .t jn the summer of
70,

As eatly as D canber, 1971, Kennedy
held a clear fe. ] over all other Dem-
ocratic presider is] possibilities as the
choice of e ratic voters to receive
the nomination or 1972.

In a test cled ‘on at that time, Ken-
nedy trailed Ni on by only 3 peccent-
age points,

MeGovern’s
Liabilities

Although M« Juvern was the candi-

date of the may ity party in this coun-

ixon Closer Race

try. he had serious liabilities which
conspired to being him a rsouading
defeat at the polls:

1. A key factor in bic loss was. of
course, the fact that an incumbent Pres-
ident has a strong builtin advantage
and can control events and progtams
to a degree denied a challenger,

2. The fact that Gov. George Wallace
was not in the race this year added
many maillions of votes to Nisoa. More
than three out of four people who
voted for Wallace in 1968 indivated
a preference for Nison, as determined
by an Qutober survey,

5. Voters percened MuGovern ay
teft of where thor deseribed themselves
politically.  This may have areo from
the liberal position on iswies which he
took in the primaries in order to ddis-
tinguish bis campaign platform from
those of the other Demuocratic contend-
ers,  Although the Senator moved more
o the center on certain issucs as the
(ampaxgn wore oh, he was unable to

shake his image as “too left” or radi-
c.d.“ with Republicans making consider-
able capital of this,

4. As the campaign wore on. voters
came to have increasing doubts about
McGovern's sinverity and credibility ~—
which ironically enough were consider-
ed tn he among his strongedt attributes
by voters at the tome of the primaries,
The Eagleton incident —~ when Me
Goveen first backed the Viee Presi-
dential nomines and then dumped him
from the ticket — contributed greatly
to McGovern's credibility problems.

5. The combination of these negative
factors — the belief that McGovern
was "too radical” and a lack of cerdi-
bility — undoubtedly greatly affected
what voters perceived to be McGovern's

ability to deal with the top issues.

Nixor successiully captored the v
sues upj ermiost in the minds of viters
~— ¥ietoaw and inflatien. Furiberaore,
as revealud in a recent post cletion sur-
vey, pertonal safety was a ey issue in
the 1972 election, with Nivon boldug
a wide lead as the candidate Ietter
able to deal with the problews of ¢riine
and avlessness,

A MeGosern Lacked the poronal ap
peat or “chansina” of P:umm ‘.c.p
dential condidates, In fave s “hiphly
favorable” rating on a 1o-puint attitwle
scale was only 26 pee cont. By say of
compancon, Rennedy's conyparalde rat
g on e same soade was 29 per cent,
Nison's ratnc, widde higher thare Moo
Goners's, £ e weder the aeluep
accanded Fyndon Johnwn o ren, and
Dicht Urenhover i rys6,

i GALLUP AGAIN ON THE MARK -
| COULD BE MOST ACCURATE
. FORLCASY IN POLLING HISTORY
The Ga'lup Pol s fngl pre elegt en
estimare of the dovision of e g
paty erte n dast Tessaday s poewe
dential e

whon was gractty on ihe
mark end may bo the most arcurate
forecart in polling hustory

On Monday, the Gallup Poll re-
ported these figures: !

Finsl Gallup Results
Fiixon . . . 670

. twGovern | 35

With 93 per cont of the naticn's
! precingts reparhng at of this wiiting,
i the major party vote in the prosh
| dential election Tuesday 15 as fol-
! lows:

. Actust Election Returns
Mixon .. . L. 61.8%
McGovern 387
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SURVEY SHOWS KENNEDY WOULD HAVE RUN NIXON CLOSER RACE

By George Gallup
Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.
All rights reserved. Republication in
whele or part strictly prohibited, except
with written censent of the copyright

holders.

PREINCETON, N. J., Nov. 11 —"In
the aftermath of President Nixon’s
landslide victory Tuesday, the import-
ant political question arises — to what
extent was the outcome a rejection of
Senator McGovern rather than his party
— could sanother Democrat have giv-
en Nixon a closer race?

Gallup survey evidence indicates that
one prominent Democrat — Senator
Edward Kennedy — could have run
a much stronger race than did Senator
McGovern. Trial heats conducted in
October in the semi-final Gallup sur-
vey showed Nixon leading McGovern
59 to 36 per cent but leading Kennedy
by a considerably smaller margin, 52
to 43 per cent.

One could speculate, of course, that
the race would have been still closer
if Kennedy had actively campaigned
as his party’s nominee this year. Ken-
nedy has disavowed any interest in
seeking the nomination for 1976, yet
political observers have speculated that
Kennedy, in campaigning hard for Mc-
Govern this year, also had his eye on
the White House in 1976.

Vote More a Rejection
Of Candidate Than Party

Tuesday’s results reflected to a con-
siderable extent a rejection of the Dem-
ocratic nominee rather than an indica-
tion of any GOP tide. Nixon’s tremend-
ous victory at the polls did not translate
into major gains for the GOP in terms
of Senate and House seats.

A comparison of the Nixon-McGov-
ern trial heat with the Nixon-Kennedy
results in the same survey and with the
same sample of voters brought to light
Kennedy's greater strength among these
groups:

* Whereas Nixon won the youth
vote (under 30) in the test race against
McGovern, Kennedy held a command-
ing lead with young voter, 55 to 41 per
cent.

* Among blue collar workers (the
largest voting bloc and a major source
of McGovern’s difficulties), McGovern
trailed Nixon in the mid-October sut-
very by a margin of 44 to 49 per cent,
but Kennedy held a wide 53 to 41 per
cent lead.

* Kennedy's pronounced popularity
among fellow Catholics is apparent in
the findings which showed him leading
Nixon 53 to 43 per cent, whereas Mc-
Govern trailed Nixon among persons
of this faith, 37 to 59 per cent.

The following table shows the full

comparison of the Nixon-McGovern
and the Nixon-Kennedy trail heats:

Nixon vs. Kennedy

Other,
Nixon Kennedy Undec.

o To BN

NATIONAL .. 52 43 5
B S T e 47 48 5
Midwest ... ... 50 44 6
DOREIE e = 58 39 3
WS e ey S 54 41 5
Under yore ety 41 55 4
BO-4GyEArs . 52 42 6
SR Qe T i 58 38 4
Republicans . ... 89 8 8
Democrats . ... 24 72 4
Independents .. 50 43 7
Protestant ... .. 58 38 4
4

Roman Catholic 43 53
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Prof. & Business 64 23 3
Clerical & Sales . 52 43 5
Manual ....... 47 53 6

Nixon vs. McGovern
Nixon McG. Undec

Yo Yo %o

NATIONAL .. 59 36 5
Basilsy: . =09, . 57 28 5
Midwest ...... v 40 3
L 66 29 5
S 5% 25 10
Under 30 years . 54 43 2
30-49 years .... 57 25 8
fofecover ... ... 62 23 4
Republicans ... 93 7 4
Democrats .... 32 61 6
Independents .. 59 53 8
Protestant .... 62 33 4
Roman Catholic 59 37 4
Prof. & Business 68 +29 3
Clerical & Sales . 66 32 2
Manual ....... 49 44 7

Kennedy Consistently
Popular With Democrats

Kennedy has consistently been popu-
lar with the Democratic rank-and-file,
despite the fact that he suffered a sharp
loss in appeal following the Chappa-
quiddick incident in the summer of
1970.

As early as December, 1971, Kennedy
held a clear lead over all other Dem-
ocratic presidential possibilities as the
choice of Democratic voters to receive
the nomination for 1972.

In a test election at that time, Ken-
nedy trailed Nixon by only 3 percent-
age points.

MecGovern’s
Liabilities

Although McGovern was the candi-

date of the majority party in this coun-

November 12,
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try, he had serious liabilities which
conspired to bring him a resounding
defeat at the polls:

1. A key factor in his loss was, of
course, the fact that an incambent Pres-
ident has a strong built-in advantage
and can control events and programs
to a degree denied a challenger.

2. The fact that Gov. George Wallace
was not in the race this year added
many millions of votes to Nixon. More
than three out of four people who
voted for Wallace in 1968 indicated
a preference for Nixon, as determined
by an October survey.

3. Voters perceived McGovern as
left of where they described themselves
politically. This may have arisen from
the liberal position on issues which he
took in the primaries in order to dis-
tinguish his campaign platform from
those of the other Democratic contend-
ers. Although the Senator moved more
to the center on certain issues as the
campaign wore on, he was unable to
shake his image as “too left” or radi-
cal,” with Republicans making consider-
able -capital of this.

4. As the campaign wore on, voters
came to have increasing doubts about
McGovern's sincerity and credibility —
which ironically enough were consider-
ed to be among his strongest attributes
by voters at the time of the primaries.
The Eagleton incident — when Mc-
Govern first backed the Vice Presi-
dential nominee and then dumped him
from the ticket — contributed greatly
to McGovern's credibility problems.

5. The combination of these negative
factors — the belief that McGovern
was “too radical” and a lack of cerdi-
bility — undoubtedly greatly affected
what voters perceived to be McGovern’s

November 12, 1972
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ability to deal with the top issues.

Nixon successfully captured the is-
sues uppermost in the minds of voters
— Vietnam and inflation. Furthermore,
as revealed in a recent post-election sur-
vey, personal safety was a key issue in
the 1972 election, with Nixon holding
a wide lead as the candidate better
able to deal with the problem of crime
and lawlessness,

6. McGovern lacked the personal ap-
peal or “charisma” of previous presi-
dential candidates. In fact, his “highly
favorable” rating on a ro-point attitude
scale was only 21 per cent. By way of
comparison, Kennedy's comparable rat-
ing on the same scale was 29 per cent.
Nixon’s rating, while higher than Mc-
Govern’s, fell far under the raditing
accorded Lyndon Johnson in 1964 and
Dwight Eisenhower in 1956.

L8

GALLUP AGAIN ON THE MARK —
COULD BE MOST ACCURATE
FORECAST IN POLLING HISTORY

The Gallup Poll’s final pre-election
estimate of the division of the major
party vote in last Tuesday’s piesi-
| dential election was exactly on the
mark and may be the most accurate
forecast in polling history.

On Monday, the Gallup Poll re-
ported these figures:

Final Gallup Results
NN S S T 62%
McGoyernie. ..o 38

With 98 per cent of the nation’s
precincts reporting as of this writing,
the major party vote in the presi-
dential election Tuesday is as fol-
lows:

Actual Election Returns
Nixon e 61.8%
McGovern ................ 38.2




GALLUP POLL

ELECTION REPORT--FOR RELEASE g7~ MONDAY, NOV. 6,1972

NOTE TO EZDITORS:

The lead for this final election report will
reach you by wire (DPR collect) Sunday after-
noon, November 5. The lead will give final
national percentages, based on interviewing
conducted up to Saturday noon, November 4,
and will include suggested headline copy.

If you fail to receive wire copy by 6:00
p.m. Sunday, EST, or have any questions, tele-
phone any of the following numbers:

Area Code (609) 924.9600
Area Code (609) 394-8736
Area Code (609) 466-1216

Ipterviewing in today’s final pre-elec-
tien survey was  wandurted  between
Tiursdav, November 2 and noen on
Savurday  Novenmber 40 Interviewers
wned theie results to the Prince
¢ Leaduuaniers of the Gallup Foll.

For 17 e Gallop Poll's final pre.elec
o on e election analvsis about 3,900
pervstts were interviewad in person in
raore than 300 sacntfically selected
eleon precinds acrass the nation.

Ir ts important to bear in mind that
seeney rewelts reflect the divsion of
‘erences nnly at ol « time of the inter.
nzend are nor a prediction, Tvents
et to the compleion of juter-
- oat neon Saturday could ob
fTent the votr registered at the

1+ s on dlection day.

Trend Since
{"onventinny

I lae Aprit and cadly May, follow-
13 cies i the Wisconsin and
s prinaries,  MeGovern
wied Preswdent Nixon by the margin
of only 4o th 39 per cent, with 12 per
weet undecided,

Nxon subsequently gained strength
ng the bitterly fought Democratic
~arv campaign in California and
led M Govern 46 10 37 per cent on the
v Premnoeratic convention in
d Julv, McGovern Jost strength fol-
& this convention and the Eagleton
indent. The GOP convention gave
Nixon a boost, while McGovern's

strength  remained about the same,
Through mid- October, however, Mc-
Govera did nartow the gap somewhat.

The data through mid-October are
based an registered voters, The latest
and final firure is based upon those reg-
istered voters wha ace maost likely to
vote, using a series of questions design-
ed te identfy those respondents with
the Brighest Blelihood of voting,

Here is the frend among registered
voters prior to final survey. with inter-
viewing dates:

TFrend Since Start
of Primaries
Other,

Nixow  McG. Under,

o %o %o

Oct. 1318 ..., 59 36 5

S:cpk, 20-Oct. ¢, o 34 6

Sept. 23-25 . fir 33 G

Aug. 2627 .. 064 30 6
e GOF Coniention -

Aug. 592 .. 57 31 12
« = Fugletan fucident —

Jly sge1y L0 56 37 7

June wGrg L 53 37 10

May 2629 . ... 33 34 13

Aprit 28-May 1 . 49 39 12

Race Has Been Closer
in Terms of [vsues

During the campaign, Gallup Poll
sssue haraneters have pointed to a doser
election than that indicated by the can.
didate preference questions,

While Nixon held a wide 59 to 36
per cent dead in a mid-Octobes survey,

the same survey showed the GOP lead-
ing the Demaocratic party by the smaller
ratio of 55 to 45 per cent as the party
perceived as better able to deal with
the problem uppermost in the mind of
the individual voter,

Further evidence is seen in the fact
that the GOP held a 54 to 46 per cent
margin in the same susvey on the hardy
petennials of “peace and prosperity”
which bave been key issues in victually
every  presidential  campaigs of  this
century. B

The upturm in the economy during
rexent months has contributed to Mc-
Govern's problems,  When voters in
a recent survey were asked whether
they are better off or worse ofl financial-
ly than they were a year ago, 31 per
cent said better off, compared to 17
per cont who said worse off. The rest
said either that their situation was the
same. or were nndecided.  Even among
Demagratic voters, more said they were
better off pow than a yesr ago than
said they were worse off.

Third Party
Candidates

By inheriting the lion’s share of the
Wallace vote, President Nixon has an
advantage in the presidential race which
he did not have in the 1968 contest
when e ran against Gov, George Wal-
lace and Sen. Hubert Humphrey.

The vote for minor parties this year
is only about one per cent, with John
G. Schmitz, head of the American Party,

replacing the rcrupcs.ating Wallace, re-
receiving the largest percentage of this
vote.

Demarratic Deleclivn
At Record High

Demacratic defection  during  this
year's campaign has been at a record
high, with the proportion of Democrats
favoring Nixon ranging between 30
and 40 per cent. One of McGovern's
chicf Habilities with voters has been his
“credibility,” A nationwide Gallup sur-
vey conducted during the campaign, for
example, found veters by the ratio of
s-te-2 saying Nixon is more “sincere”
and “behievable” than McGovern.

Popular Vete Not
Electoral Vote

It is important to bear in mind that
the (ufrent survey findings refer ta the
popular vote. not the electoral vote,
To repart the clectoral vote, it would
be accessary to conduct individual and
full scale surveys in each of the so
states of the union,

Election Survey
Methads

The interviewing areas used in the
survey constitute a probability sample
of election  precincts.  Selection  of
households  and  respondents  within
houscholds is not left to the discretion
of interviewers but is controlled by a
procedure designed to provide an ob-
jective, systematic choice of respondents,

Some error is inherent in all sample
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surveys,  No  measuring  instroment
dealing  with  human  behavior s
perfect.  Although the problans that

arise in every clection seem to be «in
ilar to those that have been faced in
other clections, each contest involtes
variables and problems of measurement
unique to it. And it is suggested, there-
fore, that a margin of error of 3 o 4
percentage points he taken into ac-
count in interpreting Gallup Poll find.
inps,

Problem of
Turnsut

One of the contimung pmix!cms in
clection polling is that of turaout. 1t
every adult in the nation voted. one of
the serivus sources of  polling error
would be eliminated.  Actually less
than two-thieds of those of voting age
take the trouble to vote ina presidentiad
clection. To identify those voters who
are most likely to gn fo the polls, the
Gallup Poll makes use of a battery of
screening questions. These questions
are designed to measure such factors
as toterest in the election, whether or
not a person is registered to vote, and
most importantly the likelihood of his
voting.

Undecided
Vater

Another problem faced by poiltakers
in election surveys is the undecided
voter.

Final figures are always repotted by
the Gatlup Poll after having allocated

the undecided vote on an bjective
hasis.

o this wop s aot taken, the reader
fas oo dear way of mddng boew dere
a partruba poll has come B estiniating
the verte,

To obtamn a realistic espression of
voter  prefercnces. the Gallup Dl
makes use of 4 Vseeret ballot™ techai-
que whith permits voters to mark theh
ewa preferenves on a paper hallot,

Inferpreting
Poll Findings

Toimtorpret ol findings propoaly,
readers ned o take acount of the
accuracy of the polliny otzanization
theoughout its history

The werage deviation, that s, the
average amonnt by wheh final Gallup
Poll beuns have didered from the
clections beginning with yoi6 bas huen
2.5 pereentage points The averaze de-
viatton for 11 natioral deions sgee
1948 has  been  rd perantage
points. The largest deviation aas or
istered in 1936 vien the poll correctly
pointed to Roosevelt's victory but miss.
ed the mark by 6.8 percentage points,
‘The smallest deviation came in the pres
idential race four years ago. The de-
viation was less than 1 percentage point,
atoally o5,

Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

All rights reserved. Repuhlication in

whole or part sirictly prokibited, except
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ruroms blue collar workers - repre-

B clerorate

[N I S

A (S A

T dian: 3
B Cotr it Sepotir M-
e rear Wivon by the current

- e of 50 1 36 per cent, But
e blue wllar croup also represents
MiGovern's best hope for narrowing
rap in the final days of the cam-

i Haorge, Moo
v 8 swastler percont

sosahers
; tral can-
o ahier saentdf polls
it nrrodaced,  Oaly in the
shiowree Jardsiide of 1956 did man-
farl o wrvpe the Do ratie
& najonty of their vote,

oo 6w

Qre o rueive wiat
raze vate acoorded
e by teanuad vort -
v the last four
rresidential race
- approximately
a1 per cent for Nison to 46 per cent
for McGovern,

ol

Biue taollar Veote

I~ Tiatd

. < MeGovera s troubles oo
e wollar waorkers, the vote

zrougs Pas been more Auid than

tae vote of ost other groug s and Me-
Gewvern has managed to win back many
hine collar pesple since the start of
the camvaga in cardy September. The
fsal days of the campaign wuld sce
# continued return to the fold of these
tradionally Denvxratic veters, who
represent the largest voting bloc in the
e toratd,

Actually MGovers™s succoss in nar-
rowing e vonationally - by s
poinissne the sttt ol the campangn -
has been farpely due to Lis winning
back manual workers to their more
traditional Demacatic woling pattern.
fn a late August survey, conducted at
the start ol the cunpagn, Nixon held
Al Ay o % por cont dead over M
Covnrn wiwatig reoual workars, I the
Tatesr wanvey. Nixon™s lead 1 49 to 44
per wenl with s group.

Winle nanval workers as a whele
favor Nixon, certain important popula-
tion seements within this group faver
M Goven, For exanple. a major dif-
ference Is seen between the preferences
of shalted wnd wskilled maraal work.
ers with wathy proup represearting ap-
proshnately hall of the total blue vollar
wp The skilled workers include
ciectticians, ;wln‘.mm:r& trechanics, ma-
chinists et Unskilied workers in-
clude assembly hine workers, construc
tion laborers, longshoremen, ete,

led workers as 2 group are 5103
an Nixon's side at the current stage
of the rae — to the same degree, in
FIN . y tein il § £,
fact as suchr tradiionally Republican
groups a8 business and  professional
peojle,

frianid

i

The Nixon orientation of the
skitled waorker group is explained in
part by the fact that many in this gmnf
are in the higher income brackets, and,
v fact, are becoming a scgment
of the “affluent socicty” The latest
survey indicates that almost four in ten
skilled workers have a yeatly income
of $10.000 or over.

1o contrast, uaskilled workers prefer
McCGovern over Nixon by a fairly wide
margin. This preference for McGovern
among the waskibled 15 due in Jarge
measure to the high percentage of
blacks in the vuskilled worker popula-
tion.  Black manual workers, like the
total back population, favor MeGoyern
averwhclmingly.

‘the following table shows the vote
fusr the total blue collar group and by
skitled and unskilled workers:

Nixow MeG. Undec.
e o %

Total blue collar .»/49 44 7

Skitied ... 6o 34 6

Unskilled 0.0 41 3¢ ¢

Membership in fabar unions has little
flucice on the candidate preferences
of the nations blue collar workers, with
those helonging to unions no more in
favor of McGovern thas non-union
workers. ‘

Age also has a direct bearing on man-
uaf worker's presidential  preferences
with new yoters (18 to 24 year olds}
favoring McGovern by a s-to-g ratin,
white their older counterparts, includ-
ing the 25 to 29 year olds, vote heavily
for Ninon,

Following is the vote by age groups
among blue collac workers:

Nixon MeG, Undec.

1824 years ... 43 53 4
Under 30 ...... s¢ 47 5
30-44 Years . ... 5T 47 8
50 & older ..., S8 15 7

Cathalics Evenly
Divided in Vote

hher factors wind bear direetly on
the presidential preferences of manual
workers are religion and ethnic back-
ground.  Protestant manual  workers
lean heavily fo Nixon swhereas Catholics
are about evenly divided betveer the
twe presidential candidates,

I terms of cthoic background, Nison
holds g wide lead over MeGovern
amuny thase manual waerkers who tre
their ancestry to what are sometitnes
termed the “old” immigrant groups —
persans from  the Ulnited  Kingdom
(Fogland, Scotland. Wales, WNorthern
Ireland), from Germany and Austria,
from the Scandinavian countties, and
from Jreland.

Among these groups, Nixon's lead is
particelarly  prospounced  among so-
calicd WASPs —  Anglo-Saxon Pro.
testants  from  the United  Kingdom,
Scandinavians, Germans, etc.  Irish
Awmericans, while favoring Nixon over
McGovern, give the President 2 some-
what smaller lead than than Jo the
WASP groups.

tn the case of manual workers who
trace their forebears to  lmmigrant
groups who came to this country rela-

tively recontly — the Italians, Middie
and fastern Taropeans and those from
Latin countries, such as Puerto Rica.
Mexico, ote. — McGovern is preferred
over Nixon, Differennes can be nated
among the main groups comprising
what is frequently Jabeled the “ethnic”
vote, however, Whereas [talians lean
marginally to Nivon, workers wuh 2
Latin background represent one of Me
Gaover's munt splid voring bloc and
gove the Seuth Dakota Senator nearly
as large a vote as do blacks,

The following tables show the vote
by religion  and  ethmic background
amony; blue colfar workers:

Nizon MG, Undec,
1;; (’( € ;,
Profestants ... $7 37 6
Catholics ..., 48 46 €

ixon MeG. Unde
% % %

“Od” Immigrant

Groups . ..., 6o 26 5

WASPs 72 EXS 3

| LTI PO 53 £ 8
Recent Immigrant

Groups ... .. 44 49 7

Ttalians ... 51 41 8

Middle Fast

Furopeans . 49 44 7
Lating ...... 25 71 4

MeGravern Leads
In Largest Cities
Prosidential prefesences vary marked-

roblems, but His Best Hope for Tuesday

SURHIE ST

by depording em v Pere i

e, Por esample, dn ain

seoca abahant. AL Govern fes s

siche eusc over Nean by
[Eyeet

SORE AP

LIS TR

(SIS HINT Pt N e
holds a2 wale

forta Serator

Stinfatdy, the vy Do e e o

’Li‘\f‘ l“"‘ Wl ‘i AT EY ( (SRR
mowhr b manaat woerhens roade, Noeon
holds wide leads over Muboven i
the it Maduest and the Sewrls I
the p3 stades oo b e W

woef the wountny Losoer Ao
[RISINEN profored avet Nosen S
thay T ot et A bl gh e et

ol

]

T Fotlow o tablee oJoo it
collar vote by coy siae and of

the mktien:

Wi MG Undec

<« c, I

L] 48 13

MOC L ] 40 ¢

AP ERVINT P 9 43 b

Under 2500 ... 67 4 -

Pase .o Lo 3% B H

Midwest L 51 43 4
Sonth N 1%

West .o ... 33 48 &

The sarvey findings reported wondn
e hased on inter navs wirh a ol of
a6 te nsrered 1 S oo b ow tetud
samipie v boo® RSN B
Sucvey ropaalents were intersies
Person 1 mone than 200 soenhiboly
selected raualines across the natios gur
ing the 1t three weeks of Octobrr.
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Analysis of Election Factors Reveals

w

By George Galtup
Capyright, 1972, Feld Enterprises, Inc.
All rights reserved  Republication in
whola or part strictly prohibited, except
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PRINCELON, NO ], Ol 28 —— |a
detnnizng voter sentiment, p_)[ling or-
patieations ypually concentiate their
eftarts wit memurin g condidaee prc}'g‘r-
o Put bt is abee wwportant to an-
et thire Loty whi underly an
Jdibee proodorennes dee dssues, party
losaity, wud fincdy e activey of the
party wrcameatin at the prassgoats
fevel

When these factors are probed sa
the preseat rave, the conclusicn can be
dranny thae e Demoviatic paay has
certa steer oths wlach may rot be ap
jraret mothe fatcsr Srures on Candidan
e s T Latest Galtup Poll
Pous mervesing w mid-October,
sbows Nowssiowosann the soppod of
5 gt oane of coeptered volors, o360
pee cent for McGanvarn with § pec cent
wnaedaded.

p T s Whde Nixon currently
Boids awode foad o the Latest tetal heat,
the GOP Jeads e Domoceatic party by
o soaber rationd 35 1o g8 pet cent as
the Jare votens o betrer able to deal
Wit tae waliol s fo probiemi

i addion, the GOP holds a con
paiable, 94 o go pr cent, g On

the hardy perrenials ot “peace and
prosperity,” whidle have been key issues
in virtaally every presidential campaign
of this century,

Relow are the questions and results:

What do you think i the mont
mpoctant proflom facmy this conn-
1y doday?

All persons who named a2 problem
veere then asked:

Which politicad purty do you think
can do a better job of hamdling the
problens sou bure just mentioned —
the Ropublican party or the Denio-
Pralic {ur/y?

Republican .. ... L. 4557
Demunratic .......... 5%

These two guestions were also asked
m the latest survey:

Lavking ahead for the next few
years, which political party — the
Repubidnan or the Demoeratic ~— de
o thivk awill o the better job of
Feping the comry prosperons?

W hivh politicdd party do you think
aonidd e onare Bkddy to keep the
Unated Statee out of World War
HE - the Republican party or the
Depverasic purty?

The results to thé two questions in
combination show the following:

Republican ............ 54%
Democratic ............ 46%

2. Party emthusiasm. On, an attitude
scale designed to measure degree of
enthusiasm, the Democratic party em-
erges with a slight lead in terms of
the highest rating, st per cent to
49 per cent for the GOP. Voters were
asked to indicate where on a ro-point
scale {called the Stapel Scalometer)
they would rate the two parties.

3. Party activiry. Despite the fact
that the Democratic ticket is far be-
hind the Republicun ticket at the pre-
sent time, the Dentcrats are working
as hard at the grass roots level as ase the
Republicans.

The latest survey shows that 15 per
cent of persons have been called upen
by Republican party wortkers — either
by telephone or in peison — while
16 per cent of persous have been con-
tacted by Democratic workers.

The fatest findings on party activity
vontrast sharply with those recorded in
1968, when the GOP had the lead as
the wore active party at the grassroots
tevel. In late October of 1068, 12 per

cent of persons said they had been call-
ed upon {or telephuned ) by Republi-
can workers, compared to B per cent
who said they had been contacted by
Democratic workers.

Fhe Democratic ticket's chief liabil-
ity at the present time is found to be
the personal popularity of their can-
didate.

The latest “enthusiasm ratings” on
the Stapel Scale show Nixon with a
“highly favorable” vote of 41 per cent
compared to 22 per ¢ent for McGovera.

Popularity of
V. . Candidates

Historically, statisticians have found
it difficult to assess the extent 1o which
a vice presidential cindidate helps or
hurts a ticket.  DBut the evidence in
clection surveys in the past is that the
effect is small.

In terms of personal enthusiasm gen-
erated among voters, Agnew receives a
“highly favorable” vote on the Stapel
Scalcfof 22 per cent compared to 15
per cent for Sargent Shriver,  Agnew's
corrent “highly favorable” rating is
substantially greater than in’the 19G8
presidential sace when it was 14 per
cent.

ey Strengths of Democratic Party

Gallup Poll Plans for
Final Pre-Election Poll
In its fimal repost on the presi-
dential race, the Gallep Poll sill
follow its uscal preziee of polling
up tr Sarurday pova, Nov g The
Cfndings il beorepored e ile
colomns of das Gt
Monday. the Jay before e oo
Tt B
Fhe saople will be based upen
approximatcly 3500 VOTErs, peryon-
ally interviewed i their Lomes in
; scientifically seleted areas of the
“Us.
To nterprar joll findings o
| perly, readess neel o take
{’nf the awuracy of the pating o
[ pamzation thwuhour s ison.

RARVIvE 1o

The average devistion, that is,
the amount by which final Gallup
Poll figures differ with the election
returns in the 19 narional elecrions
begrming with 1630 has avers el
2.5 pereentape pobes. The durs

et deviation was repisered an
Ty, % when the poll correetly prise
ed 1o Reosevelt's victory bot s
Led the mark by 68 percantace
points. The snuallest deviation
came in the presidential race four
years ago. The deviation was less
;than 1 precentage point, acnially
o5

The prudent reader should i ake
an olloovunce of 4 to 4 perientane
peints i the cave of the Gallup
Pl which put dn staristicad teraa
means that te odds are o5 i roo
that the deviation sheuld ot o
begrad thin oot

N—
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McGovern Continues to Make Gains;

Race Today: Nixon 59%, McGovern 36%

By George Gallup

Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

All rights reserved. Republication in

whole or part strictly prohibited, excapt

with writen consent of the copyright
haolders.

PRINCETON, N Ouee 25 — The
Larest nunionwide trial heae, based on
wrerviewmy  wotdudted Ot 1318,
Shws Novon winning the support of
5t pet cent of registered voters to 36
per cent for MuGovern. 1 per cent

. ; X ; This question was asked:
for wther candidates and 4 per cent College backgrourd 6o 37 3 q B )
windecided. all major pepulation groups with the High school ..... 61 34 5 If the presidential election were
. , exception of Blacks and Jews. Grade school ... 52 H0 8 being held TODAY, which candi-
hu e previons survey, conducted date would you vote for — McGov-
Septan e 2y - Oceber o Noon re- IInderdeg Gains Strength Under 30 yeats . 55 43 2 ern, the Democrat, or Nixon, the
cened the su“fxm ;\;l( éo per cent to In Final Weeks of Race 30 - 49 years ... 57 35 8 Republican?
35 per vent for McGovern, 1 per : st el identi 0 & OVer ....... I3 . .
ent fur other candidates and 5 | ?l] six of the last cight pfemdenual ’ 3 3 4 The trend in voter preference since
rent ate 5 per races, the candidate trailing in surveys . preier
et undeaided : . . rvey : the Democratic convention is revealed
Lo tdedded. at the start of the campaign has register- Professional & .
. e . . . & business 68 by the trial heat results reported below,
e batest findings represent 4 gain ed gains. particularly in the final days USINESS - 29 3 The first measurement showed Nixon
of 6 percenta e poinis for McGuvern of the campaign, M“‘”CJ; & 5‘;\165 .. 66 32 2 leading McGovern 56 to 37 per cent
Siv low g wor led i . . . anual workers ading o r
Ao ' !‘\‘. b m(’ u;.m ]‘(d m .l_.x‘l_e Since 19,40, with the exception of the > 4 7 with 7 per cent undecided. McGovern
Hu u :{”}.\U;[.h:, *_“ _"F_“““ crists presidential - campaigns of 1956 and Last o ooonn . 57 38 s lost strength following the Faglcton
wd e Reput hiean convention, 1944, the candidate behind in mid- Midwest ........ 57 10 3 incident. The GOP convention gave
McGovern's gains can be explained October subsequently gained anywhere South ......... %6 20 5 Nixon a boost, while McGovern's
i large measure by the fact that a from three to ten percentage points in West onrnnn... 55 35 10 strength remained about the same. In
Large proportion of manual workers — the final two or three weeks of a cam- surveys since the GOP convention, how-
a wrorp whidh represents almost jo paign. Protestants ... 63 33 4 ever, McGovern has started to close the
i ocent of Aot . fle - ) ! ants ... ; )
peocent of dhe elocorate has Shifted The following table shows the vote Catholics 37 4 gap, as seen below
hah o their tradinonal Democratic by o o in the latest ey, based
pariy ollccianee, o the August survey, Y groups in the latest survey, base . " — Nixon Versus McGovern Trend —
pany shieadnee. el N on the choices of registered voters: Republicans ..... 93 7 Ot}
Nivon hdd a wide 63 to 18 per cent : Democrats ... .. 33 61 6 X (Mtier,
teod cver McGovern ameng manuoal Otber, Independents ... 59 33 8 Nixon McG. Undec.

worhe sy i the latest survey Nixon's

Nixon McG. Undec.

* Less than one per cent.

o T P

lead s inarginal. 4y to 44 per cent. % % Yo Oct. 1318 ...... 59 36 5
Mition b s cked NATIONAL .... 59 36 s Today's results are based upon per. Sept. 20-0ct. 9 ... 6o 34 6
saovern has - also  picked  up sonal interviews conducted in approx:- Sept. 22-25....... 61 33 6

strength among Catholics ard under 30 Men oo 56 37 7 mately 350 scientifically selected locali- Aug. 2627 ...... 64 30 6

soteee but nu‘z ts the same extent as Women oo onn... 62 :%S 3 ties with 1220 registered voters out of — GOP Condention —

won s anual wockers a total sample of 1516 respondents, Aug. 512 ... 57 371 12
Dyapate MeCanens gaine, Presidens White o oo Gy 31 5 Interviewing wae conducted October 13- == Bagleton Dncidens -+

S ortines b bold the ead sy Nouw white Con 5 1 ‘R U LRV AT N ¢
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Cctober 21, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R, HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN
SUBJECT: Gallup Surveys

Discussion with John Davies today developed
several interesting items. To summarize:

1) fThe next Gallup trial heat release is
scheduled for Thursday, OCtober 26. The

. pelling dates were Oct 14-15, A standard
1500 sample was used and the results will
be within one or two points of 60-34-6, the
figures released on October 15 based on the
Sep 29~ Oct 0 Gallup Poll;

2) The next Gallup trial heat field survey
is scheduled to be conducted November 2, 3
and 4. The results are scheduled to be re~
ported November &, the Monday before the
election, (Bob Teeter has obtained con-
flicting information ~ that Gallup is in the
field this weekend -« Oct 21-22 and will have
rasults on Tuesaday, Oct, 24).

3) There will be more Gallup issue releases than
originally planned., Because Callup is using the
regular 1500 sample there will not be the demo-
graphic releases based on the Oct 14-15 survey.
Instead, Gallup will consolidate three surveys
and release Information on particular ethaic
groups, such as Irish, Ytalian, HMiddle

Europeans, ete.

4) Dr. Gallup Sr's theory is that the issue
questions - which political party is better able to
handle peace and prosperity -~ Read the trail heat
figures. This shoed Dr. Gallup in 1968 that Humphrey
was moving up. However, in 1572 the only move-

ment is in our favor;
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5) Davies believes the Connally %o minute was
"one of the most devastating political shows that
I have seen in a long time." He thinks that it
covered all bases and that we do not need to do
anything on the economy. The only change Davies
would suggest is re-emphasize that Connally is

a Democrat at the end. This will help hold the
32% Democrats who have le#t McCovern for the
Pregident. Many Democrats are under pressure to
return to the fold, but as long as they believe
that they have company they will stay with the
President,

é) Davies thinks the Connally speech should be
run in segments. He thinks we should aveid the
sarcasm of the Democrats for Nixon attack spots
because it will look like the President is nit-
picking and kicking the guy when he is down.

7} He could not say whether the President was
halding his position with Catholics hecause

the samples are too small to permit statistically
significant comparisdos.

B) He believes the Frank Rizzo contact is excellent
because of theppmsitive effect on Italians everywhere.
However, he thinks the Revenue Sharing Signing
Caremony was a dud;

9) Davies believes the President should spend
more time in controlled TV situations to prevent the
news shows from using uncomplimentary material
from stump events. He citea the TV news film of the
President jerking Agnew around to get him on camera.

10) Althoug he recoggizes the political fact that it
would be wrong to debate McGovern, Davies suggests

that it be considered because the President would
cream McGovern and the people want debates,

A transcript of the conversation is attached.

GS:car
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FRINCITTON, N ] Outober 21—
Results of a spoddal Gailup survey of
the aetion’s eullege studens dim the
of the McCovern forces to win
Do mrities on che oollepe car-
vasts of Avaetiia on Nov. 1

oot st advandaie Me-

T A T T s

v earher this year, the latest
ey shuw that students diside their
emt erpaally between Prosdent
1 and Seqarar Georre McGovern,
oMlGovern Bolding a slizht edge.

Coallege Students Not
Muonolithic Voting Bloc

Ganerabizations about tha politicel
views of college students must take
into account many varishles. For
example, 7 out of svery 10 upper-
classmen whoa are studying in the
field of the humanities or the social
awienges and who happoa 1o live off
campus prefer McGovern Jo Nixoa,
By way of contrast. only 3 out of
10 undecclassmen srudying physical
sdience, busi or the professions,
who live sn campus, favor McGoy.
ern over Nixon,

“re datess el LT figures on
carr s based upon rhose stedents who
are porvered fuovore (80 per cent),
s McGonern with 4o per cent of
the vote, 47 per cent for Nixon, with

the remaining 4 per cent undecided or
leaning toward other candidates.

Although  the  presidential race is
dlose among college students averall,
preferences vary signihcantiy by class
m school, type of college, major arca
of study and place of residence

Fhe college sample was desipned to
provide a represeptative natjonal sample
of all full-time college students, includ-
s stusdonts living off campus, mareied
students. graduate students, and those
artendip uneversities, fouryear colleges,
aned bwieyear jupior cofleges. A total
of 16 students out of a total collepe
pegidation of & million full-time sta-
dents was interviewed Sept. 25-(xt. 8,

Cla-« in College
A Major Factor
Analisis of the results by key stu-
dent population grewps shows that 2
studdent's class in college is an import-
ant fattor o terny of  presdential
dinyes, Nixon fiolds a substantial Tead
wver McGovern amang underclassmen
{ frestunen and sophomores}, while Me-
Covern rans strong with juniors, sen-
iors and particularly graduate students,
as shown helow:
Class in Collexe
Other,
MelG, Nixon Undec.
% w9

Freshimen ... .. 40 56 4
Sophomores .. .. 45 52 3
Juniors ... . 55 40 5
Seomrs L. 2 45 3
Graduate

students ... 68 37 1

A student’s place of residence is also
2 key factor. Those who live on cam

ollege Poll Dims
Hopes for Huge Studen

pus  (dormitories, [fratermties, sorori-
tics)  prefer  Nixon, but off-cam-
pus residents {apartments, fooming
houses) are heavily on the McGovern
stde.  Students who live at home with
their parents, however, are strongly in
the Nixon camp. The following table
agives the details:

Place of Residence

Other,
MO, Nixew Under.
% 7 %
On Canpus
dorms,
fraternities,
sororities ... 44 52 4
Off campus —
apartments,
roviming houses,
ches L .oa6 30 5
Students who live
at home ..., 44 52 4

McGovern leads Nixdn amony, stu-
dents attending public and  private
colleges, but the President holds a com-
manding lead over his oppenent in
refigions-affiliated institutions, as shown
below:

Type of College

Otber,

MclG. Nixon Undec.
o P R
Public ...... 49 46 s
Private ...... 4 42 4
Denominational® 36 74 *

¥ Limited sample size

A student's major area of study is al-
so a big factor in terms of candidate
preference. McGovern, for example, has

a decided advantage among students
majoring in social science or the buman-
ities, while Nixon does well among
students in the physical sciences (math,
science, engineering) and those enroll.
ed n business and professional courses
of study, This is shown below:

Major Area of Study
ther,
MGG, Niven Undec,

Bo B %
Humanities/

Social Sviences 58 (54 5
Physical Sciences,

Math,

Engincering 44 51 5
Business &

professional

{pre-Jaw,

mediine} .. 42 56 2

Differences by sex are only slight.
with Nixon leading marginaily among
women and McGovern with a slight
cdpe among college men.

McGovern wins the overwhelming
backing of black collegians (about 8
in 10}. while Nixon holds a smalf lead
among whites on campus.

More Democrats
Than Republicans

The latest college findings showing
a close race overall are also significant
in that Democrats far outhumber Re-
publicans on campus {35 per cent to
22 per cent, with 43 per cent who call
themselves “independents™).

cGovern

Majority

Folloxing is the question ashed fo
gauge sudent votieg prefriem s

If 1’ [wv\:} Bind ol tion oo
boing Bedd today. whah candsdote
wonkd you vl for s AGizern
the Doptoerar. or Noxon, the Re puhls-
ran?

% Norwegian Gallup Poll

! Accurate in Forccasling
i Vote in Norway,

‘ Denmark )
} PRINCFTON, N J, Ot 00 -
H

Further evidence that scientifi. atly |
conducted public apiniop urieys
on teferendun jusves can he oas
auuucdte @3 suivers on candidetes
is fuenshed Byoa compariver of
the tevent papuias vate in Nareay
and Dennuirk on joeininz the Come
man Market, The surveys sese
taken by the Norwegian Gailup
Institute in both countries.

The following table shows the
COMPATISNS! t

. Nornny
Fhestinn .
Retadis G.lan

r “r
Yes (favor

joining) .. 46.51 47.9
INo .. ... s349 521
ool 077,

Denmark .
Yes ..., 5.4 (yf0s
Noe ... 36.50 55030,

- v~

| oo 1097 g
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PRINCITON, N J. Oct. 18 - The
tor2 presidestual tae will hkely go
s btszary as nug which shartered
somal ey pattemns, e
n o4 e ond defenon asong

Cosn TaTi anlah,

Aty

Ir the latent nanwmside Gallup trial
Pratoap proar sty one tord of Demo-
vrats {2 jer cemt} cureantly prefer
Neem bty M-Govern This defectinn
rate evved tat recorded an the previ-
cur fve peeadential deons,

Ire she roa S ele v 12 por conr of
Deravres veve thue vate to Nixon
8 {per wnt vore] for Wallace,
Tie average rate of Democratic de-
fecton for the last five presidential
clections is 23 per cent,

T record since the 1932 election
vy the Republican vote as far mote
coeseeer n the Der o e e WL

tooeser e of 1,6 when Baoy
o, aarei Lyssdon Johinson
] . simong Republ

walty was 25 per (ent. the figure has
pever ovverded 1y per cent,

A oo jarison of the latest Gallup
sunvey rewalts, based on interviewing
! Septerher 2g-00tober g, with
erongs m the L Dve clec
iy b wating pref-

Tl powshts for the eletions are
Duned on surveys wnducted immediate.
e before and after the election each
year. Since swch information as age.

sex and occupatipn of voters is not
recorded an election ballats, it is only
through survey methods that such in-
formation can become part of the politi-
al record of presidential years.

* "Ths year for the first time in two
decades, a majority of Catholics are
supparting a Republican candidate for
President. Persans of this faith bave
not failed to give the Democratic ticket
a majority of their vote during the last
two decades.

The latest sutvey shows Cathelics
feaning to Nixon over McGovern by
a wote of 52 to 42 per cent.

* Voters under the age of 30 back
Nixon by a slight maegin in the latest
survey.  This s in sharp contrast to
the 1568 clection when young voters
voted for Humphrey over Nixon by
a farrly wide margin.  Youngee voters
have voted Democratic in all president-
jal clections over the last two decades,
with the exception of 1956.

* Manual workers bave voted heavie
ly Demucratic in eections since 1952,
with the execplion of 1956 when they
divided their vote between Eisenhower
and Adlas Stevenson in the Eisenhower
landslide,  Jo the latest survey, manual
workers vote heavily for Nixon, 59 to
40 per cent.

* Very hittle difference is found be
tween the views of mep and women in
the latest survey, with both sexes lean-
ing leavily toward Nixon. In presi-
dential clections prior to 1964, women
voted more Republican than did mea,
but in 1964 and 1968 they voted more
Democeatic than men.

* Carrent voter preferences differ
little by region of the nation, although
McGovern is slightly stronger in the
Far West than in the other three major
regions, ‘The Last at this point in the
race is no more Democratic than othet
regions of the nation, in contrast to
recent presidential elections.

* The voting group that has deviated
least from its traditional voting be-
havior are blacks. fn the latest survey
eight in ten blacks back the Democratic
candidate. With the exception of 1956,
no fewer than eight in ten blacks have
voted for the Democratic candidate in
presidential elections

The accompanying table shows the
standings of each party's candidate in
the last five clections, compared with
the latest survey findings, based on
early October interviewing.

Today's results are based upon per-
sonal inteeviews conducted in approsi-

mately 350 scientifically selected locali-
ties with 2,650 registered voters out of
a total sample of 3.339 respondiats.
Interviewing was conducted Septeober
29-October 9.

1952

Sten, ke
N

NATIONAL .... 446 554
Men ... ... 47 53
Women .. ..... 42 58
White ,......... 43 57
Non-white .. ..., 79 21
College ... 34 66
High Schoal ... 45 5%
Grade School ... 52 48
Prof. & Bus. ..... 36 64
White Collar ..., 4o Go
Manuat . ..., 5% 45
l§ Under 30 ....... st 49
: 30-49 yeArs ... 47 35
: so years & older .. 39 61
Protestant .. .... 37 63
Catholic .. ..... 56 44
Republicans ... .. 8 92
Democrats .. 23
Independents ..., 35 65
Cast ....oo0oo o, 45 55
Midwest ....... 42 58
South .......... 51 49
West ... 42 58

‘e il - A T
YOTE BY GROUPS IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
. . r
(Since 1952)
1956 1860 1964 1968 Latest Survey

Stev. The JFK  Nixon LB] Gold. HiIH  Nixon  Waltlace  McG. Nixon Undec.
Go %o e el o o ™ e “o %o 5 1
42.2 57.8 50.1 49.9 614 18.7 430 43.4 13.6 29 Ho 6
% 55 52 48 6o 40 41 43 6 35 o )
39 61 49 51 2 38 4% 4 12 33 59 8
43 59 49 51 59 4 38 47 15 28 5 7
61 39 68 32 94 6 85 12 3 79 s 6
31 Gy 39 6x 52 48 37 54 9 34 o1 5
42 58 52 48 62 18 42 43 31 32 Gz G
50 50 55 45 66 34 52 33 5 39 52 9
32 68 42 58 54 46 34 56 10 29 66 5
37 63 48 52 57 43 41 47 12 30 65 5
50 50 6o 40 71 29 50 35 15 40 55 5
43 37 54 46 1 I L v A I L 45 0w 4
45 55 54 46 63 37 44 41 15 34 G2 4
39 61 46 54 59 41 41 47 12 29 63 8
37 6 38 T 62 55 45 35 g9 36 8 6y 5
5t 49 78 22 76 24 59 33 8 42 52 6 )

4 96 s 95 20 8o 9 8 5 3 0 2 '
85 15§ 84 16 87 13 74 12 14 61 32 7
e 70 43 57 56 44 31 44 25 31 6o 9
4@ fo 33 47 o8 32 50 43 7 33 o 7
41 59 48 52 61 39 44 47 9 33 6o 7
49 51 5¢ 49 52 48 3t 36 33 34 o] 5
43 57 49 51 6o 40 a4 49 7 37 58 5
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THE WHITE HOUSE M

WASHINGTON Ve

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

October 17, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN S
SUBJECT : Gallup Surveys =

John Davies Discussion

In a Yong conversation with John Davies of Gallup he made
the following points:

1) There is some indication the President's vote
among Youth is softening, but the sample is too small for
a public release on that point;

2) Gallup will continue releasing information during
the campaign regarding likelihood of voting which indicates
the President does much better than McGovern among those
voters who will vote;

3) Davies and those at the New York Times using the
Yankelovich survey are in contact regarding comparative
results;

4) Dr. Gallup, Sr. distrusts telephone polling. In
1968 Davies directed a political polling operation to run
simultaneously with the field polls. Davies says, "I
would look extremely carefully at what the telephone polls
show". The result was that telephone polling showed the
President 5% above the field poll results;

5) Davies disregards Sindlinger entirely, indicating
that the Sindlinger attempt to pick up subjective trends
is a lot of crap. Whether the comments are coming from
Nixon or McGovern supporters and whether the vote is
influenced is crucial and Sindlinger doesn't show this;

6) Although the "corruption" charge will "make some
difference", the public believes "all politicians are
corrupt", so it doesn't have much effect;



7) Dr. Gallup, Sr. believes that the questions on
handling peace and prosperity lead trial heat changes.
In 1968, the Democrats began improving in both of these
categories before Humphrey began moving up in the trial
heats:

8) In 1972 the only shift on handling peace and
prosperity has been "away from the Democrats ... the
Republicans for the first time have a pretty substantial
lead on both of those questions of keeping the country
out of a major war and keeping the pursestrings in sensible
shape".

9) Davies believes it cannot be determined this early
whether it would be helpful for a heavy or a light turnout.
The question is whether the Democrats who now support the
President might just sit out the election rather than vote
for the President or McGovern:

10) The President's economic policies and McGovern's
screwball plans are holding the Democrats for the President.
The main issue for the President's Democrats is not national
defense. For every Democrat Gallup interviewed who opposed
busing or amnesty, there were 2 or 3 Democrats who couldn't
stand the welfare plan and giveaway programs;

11) National defense is not a burning issue any more; and
12) In Davies' opinion, McGovern has to convince the
people that the war is still going on at full steam in order

to win. He also has to do something with his position and
perception on the economy.

The full context of the conversation is attached,



CONVERSATION WITH JOHN DAVIES ~— October 14, 1972

G: It's Gordon, how are you?

D: How are you? I missed you yesterdav.

G: Yeah, I half expected you to stop by but....

D: Well, I had my daughter with me so I just refrained from

calling and even suggesting it. She wasn't feeling so hot.
I walked her all over town and the poor kid got a little bit
homesick so I figured there was no sense pushing it.

G: Any word on whether they are going to go with the results
tomorrow?

D: It's going to be Monday Gordon.

G: Results on Monday, huh?

I didn't check into this, the figure I beldeve is exactly

D: , Right... and the, let's see, the figure, I believe, now
where I told you. 60 - 34

G: 60~-34? 6 I guess then for the balance?

32, 33. I think the !&!ﬂ ;1: was 34 for McGovern and the
others were 33.

D: ‘ Right, and I remember region was within a point of each other --
G: Okay.

D: Ufsémocratic defection was still at 32.

G: Oh, that's interesting.

the Youth Vote might have thrown back but the samples size

D: l So that hasn't changed at all. There is some indication that
is so small that we are not going to make a big deal of it.

G: Oh, I see.

D: The figures show that McGovern now has 53% of the new voters
18-24 but the sample size is only something like 175. So any
change of that type is very doubtful. I wouldn't even pay any
attention to it.

G: Is this the field interview of the 7th and 8th or is it that...

D: This is that Chief Precinct Sample --~ it was the 30th of Sept.
to this past Monday.
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Which would have been the 9th I guess - huh?
Right.
So it went rather a long time.

Yeah, 2600 and some interviews with registered voters
out of a total sample of 3400.

But you'll just release the registered voters information
right?

Right.

It's a secret ballot, right, to push the leaners down
so far?:

We released a very interesting finding too, the... we divided
the registered voters into likelyhood of voting, how likelyhood,
medium likelyhood, very low likelyhood and we found out that
among the highest likelyhood of voting the figure was 1 point
greater for Nixon.

So it would be 61-34 or something?

Right -- whereas in the lower levels McGovern did very well--
didn't come close to the President but it came down to about

a 13 - 14 point spread among the lowest likelyhood of voting
group. This is interesting but it is not terrible hopeful for
the other side because traditionally these people just don't
come out -- it doesn't matter what. And in our final
analysis, when we determine the predicted turn-out, of course
this low level will be excluded.

Right -- ARE you going to comment on the likelyhood of voting
in the thing or will the --

Not yet...

I see so the lead will just be...

No, we have to get up to date registration figures and registration
in some states is still going on...

It closes this week as I recall
Yeah, so (1) we'll get the registration levels and (2) we'll

be using our battery gquestions, we'll be determing the degree
of interest in the election and simply what is turning out. As
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you know, it' one thing to be registered to vote and it's
another thing getting there.

That's very interesting -- Are you guys in the field now?

Let's see, 1I'm trying to calm down two little kids-- I can't
even think--you know Gordon, Ive just drawn a blank -- we've had so
darn many surveys go out in the last week that I just... some of
them have been commercial ones.

Well, you were talking about doing it weekly and I was
just curious as to whether or not you were doing it this
week~end or not.

If you just give me a minute, I think it will flash. Trying to
look at dates here. There's interviewing going on now.

Currently?

I'm very, I'm almost positive -- I could let you know this
afternoon.

I would appreciate that very much -- it would be interesting to
know what the interview dates were and so.forth. What else is of
note?

I can't think of anything Gordon =- once again, I was away
vesterday and what decisions were made yesterday -- but I'm
pretty sure, I'm positive we'll be going with the break downs
and the final figure, the quarter final figure, on--Monday =--
the same date the Yankelovich comes out incidentally.

Any information on the Yankelovich?

No, Jack Rosenthal at the TIMES wouldn't give me any but he

made one comment that was interesting to me -~ he said that

he asked me if ours were coming out Sunday or Monday, and I

said Monday and he sounded a little byt perplexed about it
because it was the same day and when I told him the interviewing
days he said -- he sort of sighed with relief and said "Oh that's
great-- at least we have a couple of dates on you anyway."

So they are more recent?

They are more recent and it would look to me on the basis of his
comments that perhaps he has got a slightly different figure.

Of course, Yankelovich said up in Cambridge, Mass. the other day
that the %'s were going to stay pretty close to what they are now.

Well, that could be anything within 5 points.

Which is kind of interesting -- did you get this....
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What do you think of this Yankelovich material?

Well, it's interesting that he goes after all the big
states...they have a disadvantage of doing it by telephone
but alot of the stuff in the primaries was sure accurate.

Which, incidentally, telephone interviewing in an election
situation is very, very dangerous.

Yeah, well -~~~ he.,..

We tried it for four years ago, just to test our service against
the telephone method and we found ourselves going way off base
on telephone.

How —-- are they alot higher?
The telgphone figures showed alot higher for the President.
I see, more than the personal interview?

I mean for the Republican, I should say for the Republican.

*

I see,

Alot of that had to do with the fact that the telephone
ownership tends to be a little higher among the more affluent,
you know, the better educated, the more likely to vote and

so on.

Did you guys arrive at any % to break you down like you know,
4% or higher on an average or any of that.

It was 5% higher we found.
5% higher?

You can figure that Dr. Gallup goes with that figure and I have
argued with him about that. I told him that there were kind of
balancing factors involved in it ~ I blamed it more on the high
no opinion than the reluctance of people to talk about it over
the phone - rather than any Republican or otherwise biased situation.

Huh!
But, I can't win their argument -- but I stick with it. I did the
experiment -- it took me three months to put it together and I was

convinced that the figures that we were showing were accurrate
within the acceptable limits but that it was very difficult to
break that undecided down. We couldn't do it the way we do it
with the personal interview and the paper ballot.
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G: Yeah, the guy actually looking him in the face and
asking him to put something on the card.

D: Well, Gallup, Sr. has got a negative opinion of telephone
interviewing to begin with. He doesn't approve of it,
on't let us do it and I can't blame him in a sense, as long
as you have a personal interview going for vyou, you might

as well stick with it.... Sindlinger I just disregard
entirely.

G: Really? Why is that?

D: Well, his opinion in 1968, if you look back, was rather

ghabby. And, I tend to think in a situation where the
race is this clear cut at the present time, almost any
pollster, you know Str avies organization, could go
out and conduct (tape was changed )

II would*look extremely carefully at what the telephone polls
show.

G: Yeah, yeah... Well, on the Sindlinger stuff, he claims that
he can pick up, by a masssive telephone interview and he can
elimpangte some of the sample problems. Cause he is telephone
interviewing constantly.

D: Yeah, but ask him sometime whether that means free substitution
or not?

G: What do you mean?

D: Well, here is the thing -~ let's say we had 500 telephone names

in front of us and we spent an entire weekend calling them - T
could guarantee that 25% of that sample you couldn't contact -

1) they wouldn't be home; 2) they would likely refuse, hang up on
you and so on -- so what that means, he may be able to overcome
the sample problems, but what he is doing is he is freely
substituting which we don't allow.

G: Yeah, I see.
D: Although, that's I would guess the only thing you could
do in a telephone situation -- however, we had other ways

of doing it but his best bet would be of course to be to take

what is obtained and don't even look at the figures - just

take the demographics and then weight all the demographics to their
proper levels.

G: Percentage within the population?

D: Right, and then show the figures. But, I have a feeling that
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what he does is to stick with his sample with the free
substitution. Now, I may be very wrong and I don't
want to indict his methodology but......

G: He also claims that he can pick up sort of a feel -- like after
McGovern's Vietnam speech, he thinks that alot of the people
picked up the phrases "Surrender" and "Apology for North Vietnam

and White Flag" and stuff which strikes us as questionable,

D: Well, let's put it this way -- it strikes me as being alot
of crap to be perfectly honest with you -- let's face it --
do the figures show it?

G: Well, he doesn't have any figures on it -- it's just sort of
like an open-ended question.

D: Yeah, but I mean the overall figures don't show it -- in other
words, he is not showing any great movement toward McGovern.

G: No, No.

D: So I would .... people may be picking it up, but that's not the
important thing. The important thing in that sense is that
is it being picked up and influencing anybody. I mean I
don't care whether people would be saying Surrender or White Flag
or whatever. But, if it's not translating into a different
voter preference than the person might have had a week before,
it doesn't mean two cents.

G: That's right, right.

D: I think that you can get hung up on those things, when you're
asking open end questions you can always get that kind of reaction
from people but it's important to find out whether those reactions
were coming from people who were already supporting McGovern and
if that's the case, they might just be strengthening their own
views so I would stay away from it.

G: Yeah, that's interesting.

D: It's easy for you people to get hung up on this sort of thing
because if he beats this home enough it becomes a worry factor
for you and I... if he goes going to report data like that
I'd like to see him report it by population groups.

(3

Yeah, well he doesn't do that.

He should though, usually.

[ I B

What about, do you think McGovern is having any affect on
this Corruption issue, your poll last week showed that Corruption



just wasn't the big thing. Do you think that this continued
hammering on this is going to make any difference?

It's got to make some difference sure -- there's no doubt
about it. But to be perfectly honest with you, the way
the voters look at it, from what we found, was that why
should one side be making these charges against the other
side when they are both just as guilty.

Right, all politicians....

All politicians are corrupt. (period) And the people know that
and the people feel that and being one myself, I know that.

Gordon laughing

But the  fact is that as long as that continues the whole
of that feeling, you people are on safe ground. Right, wrong
or indifferent.

That's interesting because, boy, he sure is putting alot of
his guns on that. .

I think if the question were asked and I wanted to ask it

but we just didn't have space for .it, you know, Do you think
that Corruption is pretty widespread among both parties?

In other words, do you see much of a difference between the two
parties on the area of corruption. Would you say that one is
cleaner than the other? The public would probably show or reveal
that there is no difference at all that they are both corrupt.

Yeah, I guess that is probably true, sort of the shame....
It's a shame but we in public life have to live with that idea.

Yeah... are you going to go on this Key Precinct thing with some
of the issues -- similar to the issue handling release of last
Friday? Who can handle issues best or.....

Right... this should be coming up soon, right.

I don't know whether we are actually going to be reporting it
but the figures will be available. Dr. Gallup likes to use it
for his own personal analysis and we use those as sort of
voting barometers.

Cross checks.

Right -~ for example. if their changing, if the question is
Peace and Prosperity which I think are sort of meaningless
questions by themselves--if they start.showing a return to
the Democrats whereas the overall McGovern figure doesn't
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change, I think it indicates an early warning signal that
very soon there may be a bigger movement toward McGovern.
We found that in 1968 in fact.

Oh really - that the issues started to move?

In other words, we saw the shift to Humphrey before the
figures began to shift and I know Gallup himself predicted

in early October when the race was still 15 points separating
the two and he predicted down to the wire contest.

Any indication of that this time -- is there any shift?

Well, yeah, there is a shift but it's the other direction.

Away from McGovern - huh?

Yeah, ayay from the Democrats, I mean.. the Republicans for the
first time have a pretty substantial lead on both those questions
of keeping the country out of a major war and keeping the purse-
strings in sensible shape.

Right, so there is no indication of that issue shift leading
a shift on McGovern, huh?

Right =--- Yeah, we're doing -- I was with the American
Psychiatric Asso. yesterday and we're considering doing a
very interesting study -- it probably won't be done after the

election we just can't get the machinery going in time but
it's going to be sort of based on the Eagleton situation and
how people regard public officials who have undergone such
mental treatment- whether or not the public thinks that men
in this condition can hold useful jobs =-- or run for public
office and so on. It's going to be very interesting.

It really would be fascinating.

But, I don't think the results would be available until Feb.
or March. They work rather slow.

Anything else of interest coming up? Are you going to try any
questions on the media or something -- there has been alot of
discussion, you know, the American Independent Party just
filed suit against CBS for non-coverage.

I don't think they are going to do anything but I wouldn't let
it bother vou.

No, we're not too concerned but....
I think that you will probably find that between now and Nov. 4

or so, we'll be concentrating strictly on just the hard data
and breaks and so on.
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Trial heats? and the whole bqt.

We have an interesting survey that we just completed among
College students.

YEAH!

Well, we have the trail heat on there. I hadn't seen the
data. It's 99 and 100 % commercial but we through a trial
heat on there just to liven things up a bit.

Yeah, is this for NEWSWEEK?

No, no, this is ours.

OH!
So I don't know what is going to happen. I haven't seen any
of the data - as a matter of fact, I haven't even looked

at the question.

Of course that's the strongest segment in the society and
he's going to all sorts of College Campuses.

Well, it's interesting to see whether there isn't general
agreement among students and there probably won't be.

NO«w s = «

And the region of the country ought to be very inkteresting
in terms of the tr3jl heats.

Sure, when do you think you'll have those.
I really have no idea - I just haven't followed it.

Yeah, that would be an interesting survey to note because that's
been one the surprises in this election that McGovern didn't have

the youth vote all sewed up.

D:

One of the reasons I am reluctant to follow it is because I
don't think that they did a very good job in terms of voter
registration and likely hood of voting. It could represent
a very distorted figure.

That's really a problem among college students because they all
claim that they are registered.

And you really have no indication of what they are going to do.

Exactly.
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Or where they are going to be in fact.

L)
Yeah, have you people, other than this likelyhood to vote,
gone after the sort of apathy question. The turn out and
the whole bit?

(Changing tape)

So there's less interest in this campaign than in 19682

Yes, slightly less. But what will be reflected in the actual
turnout is another thing.

Is it more of an attitude that they would just like to
have the campaign get over? Or, more of a just, they....

1
People, more and more, I think it is indicated by the
rise in the Independent figure, I think people are just
becoming jaded with Politics in general and I think that
is going to be a political fact of life ten years from now,
but I don't think it is going to have anvy impact this year.

What if the percentage of vote will be affected in any way
I mean if we are going to have a High or low turnout?

I really couldn't tell you but I would guess that the turnout
should be somewhat the same as it was.

Really? You think 60 % of the American public is an ingrained
voter?

I think so =-- and I think if that happens that it's to your
advantage.

I do too. Have you fellows picked up any data as to whether

it's to our advantage to have a high turnout vs. a low

turnout? It used to be that the Conservative candidate would have
a low turnout because his voters would get out whereas a Liberal
candidate should have a high turnout because he would bring out
other various segments of the public. But there is some thought
now that the President has such broad support that the higher the
turnout the better.

Well, I think you have to look at it in terms of the record
defection among the Democratic party these days. If these

people follow through with what they are saying today and do in
fact vote for President Nixon, then a higher turnout would
likely help. But if these people decide that they are for
Nixon today but they are just not going so far as to vote for
him but not for McGovern either, they sit it out, then a low
turnout would help you. But it's hard to say, you see we have
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as it gets to the last week, then these 30% or so of
Democrats away from McGovern will have to begin making
a very basic decision.

Real hard choice?

It's easy to do it today -- as a matter of fact it's fashionable
to do it today -- particularly in view of the Democrats for
Nixon ads and so on and so forth -- they feel a great comfort.

Right - have you seen some of the Demos for Nixon ads?
Sure have.

WHat do you think of them?

Unbelieveable - wvery good.

Really % Which the defense and the welfare?

Well, I liked the Welfare, the chap sitting up on the ---
it's just amazing.

Wait till you see the one we are going to.run next week! Dems
for Nixon ad. It's the one that talks about McGovern's
credibility -- and it goes back and forth on the particular,
the different stands he has taken .over the course of the last
two or three months.

(He laughs)

It's just amazing - because his statements themselves are
so damaging to him.

Well that will be interesting and I'll be anxious to see it.

Any indication of what issue really holds those 32% democrats -
is it National Defense -- is it ....

I would say economics.

You think it's the economic policy. 8o the Welfare commercial
is probably better for holdong them than the Defense?

Right -- because I think that alot of these Democrats are rather
Conservative people. They probably would have no problem going
with Johnson if he were back. They are the manual workers the
blue collar types the boys that are really turned off by these
flamboyant Welfare types and so on.

You think it is really the economics? Because some people argue
that instead it's amnesty and draft dodgers and some of these

more visceral issues that holds them in line for the President.
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Bussing really bothers them and that sort of thing.

Well those are regional situations and isolated incidents --
I think that you are going to find alot of Democrats who

are down on McGovern because of Amnesty and in Dearborn and
Pontiac you are going to find probably whole towns of
Democrats who are against McGovern.

On the bussing thing-----

I mean generally it's probably more his economic programs
that are turning people off.

Huh!

That's for every Democrat that we talked to who was upset
about amnesty or bussing -- there were two or three that
couldn't,stand the welfare plan, the give-away programs and

so on.

Really, huh! That's amazing. So we have to go after the
Democratic group on what used to be the Republicans weakest
issue that is the economy. .

Right.

That's just amazing! That's showing up in your issues stuff?

Right, in other words the Democrats have always had the edge

on being able to keep the nation running straight economically
and probably without the McGovern Welfare Program the Democrats
would still have that edge. They probably lost it simply on

the fact that if McGOvern got in it would -- the nation wouldn't
be in very good shape economically at all.

Jesus! So the $1000 a person and one out of two people on
Welfare is what is really killing them?

I think.

Wow - that's just fascinating. We sort of thought that but we're
always a little edgy when it comes to going after the economic
issue because of the Historical background.

Well, I think that is shown in the fact that the Republicans now
have the edge on keeping the Nation prosperous, and it would

make little sense with all of the criticism about the economy -
you would think that voters, particularly Democrats would say,
hell we need a change.

Do you think we are getting blasted as hard as some people say
on inflation and food prices. Some of our stuff has sown that
inflation is a pretty serious problem.
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It's a serious problem but once again how does inflation
or even fear of inflation or personal concern about their
own pocket books - how does that relate, how does that

go against a candidate when the other candidate advocates
giving every thing to everybody. I think that that is the
context in which it has to be looked at.

So against another candidate, we would be hurting on inflation -
but this guy

I think that if McGovern: had never said a thing about a $1000
per person that the President would be in some kind of a bind
on this economical thing.

Most fascinating, hmmmm.

Everybody you talk to, everybody I talked to Gordon, who's
against McGovern and who is a democrat and who has voted
democratic mostly all his life brings up these points. You
know, the fact that he can't believe some of McGovern's
programs. They are just outrageous and I quote,

Jesus -- that amazing because you see he spends most of his time
trying to defend his Defense proposals. -

Right which the surveys have found -~ most surveys have found -
that this is not a burning issue anymore -

National Defense~huh?

Right. He still hammers on Vietnam when the President

is being given credit for doing a very good job among
Democrats and Republicans. I think that is shown in the
Independent figure which is going so strong for Nixon.

Sure -~ what could McGovern get us on -- on anything?

If you were listing the issues, what would you do for the next
24 days?

For him?

Yeah - I mean he's pretty desperate.

If I were his advisor I would tell him to buy another 1/2 of T.V.
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I think that there are two things that could happen. I think

he could change his economic policy and (2) I think the people
could get rather upset about the bombing in Vietnam now. I
think if he keeps batting home the fact that the war is not
over, it's just now a different kind of war, and shows pictures
of the bombing going on and people getting killed, etc., that
this could help him a bit too. Right or wrong, he's got to be
able to convince the American people that the war is still going
on at full steam, whether it is or it isn't.

So he's got to go after the two basic issues. He's got to
go after the Vietnam thing and the economy thing or he's
screwed.

Right.

Well, that's fascinating. Well, it will be an interesting
24 days,

It sure will.

When do you think you'll be in Washington again?
Possibly next Thursday.

If you get a chance, why don't you stop in?

I sure will.

Good.

I'1]l be alone this time.

OK. Good, talk to you later.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 14, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN S
SUBJECT: Gallup Surveys

Disgussion with John Davies this morning disclosed

that the Gallup trial heat figures will be released
Monday, October 16 not Sunday, October 15 as planned.
The final figures are 60-34-6, which is one point
different than the 60-35-5 he had given me last

Monday. The polling dates were September 30 to

October 9. The Survey was the 3000 Key Precinct inter-
view with 2600 registered voters.

Ed Harper called me asking for the fGallup figures for
Ehrlichman for his Issues and Answers appearance. I
did not indicate to Harper whether we had the resultsg
or not. I recommend against giving the information to
Ehrlichman for release Sunday because it could destroy
the confidential relationship with Gallup's John
Davies.
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The Gallup Poll

The Race Today: N

By George Gallup

Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

All rights reserved. Republication in

whole or part strictly prohibited, except

with written consent of the copyright
holders.

PRINCETON, N. J.,, Oct. 15 — The
latest nationwide trial heat shows Nixon
winning the support of Go per cent of
registered voters to 34 per cent for
McGovern, one per cent for other can-

didates and five per cent undecided.

While these findings, based on inter-
viewing conducted September 29-Octo-
ber o, represent virtually no change
from the previous survey, conducted

\ September 22-25, McGovern has reg-

I} istered a gain of four percentage points

L~ during the six weeks since the GOP
convention in late August.

The President holds the lead with all

major population groups, with the ex-
ception of blacks and new voters.

Democratic defection remains a ser-
ious obstacle for McGovern, with ap-
proximately one Democrat in three (32
per cent) currently defecting to Nixon.

Voter preferences differ little by reg-

ion of the nation, although McGovern
is slightly stronger in the Far West than
in the other three major regions. The
East at this point in the race is no more
Democratic than other regions of the
nation, in contrast to other presidential
election years, °

Importance of High
Turnout for McGovern

The problem for the McGovern
forces between now and election day
will be to persuade as many of the
registered Democrats as possible to get
to the polls on election day.

The importance of turnout for Mc-
Govern is revealed in the following
table which shows that among persons
with a low likelihood of voting, the
race is closer than among those with a
high likelihood of voting. In the lat-
ter group, Nixon leads by more than a
2-to-1 margin.

The following table shows the re-
sults based on a 9-question voter turn-
out scale:

Un-
Nixon McG. Other dec.
o Jo o T
All those of voting age
By Likelibood of voting:
High ....... 65 30 I 4
Medium .... 56 38 * 6
Low ....... 5t 38 I 10

The following table shows the vote
by groups in the latest survey, based
on the choices of registered voters:

Un-
Nixon McG. Other dec.
Do G Do T

NATIONAL .. 6o 34 I 5

1X(

East .........

Republicans . ..
Democrats ...
Independents . .

18-24 years .. ..
25-29 ye€ars ... .

30-49 years ...
50 & older . ...

Professional &
Business .

Clerical and
Sales .......

Manual workers

Labor union .

Whites .......
Non-whites . ..

College
background .

High school ..

Grade school .

Protestants ...
Catholics . ....
* [ess than ont

Today's resul
sonal interviews
mately 350 scier
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based upon per-
cted in approxi-
v selected locali-

ties with 2,650 registered voters out of
a total sample of 3,339 respondents.
Interviewing was conducted September
29-October 9. ‘

This question was asked:

If the presidential election were
being held TODAY, which candi-
date ‘would you vote for — McGov-
ern, the Democrat, or Nixon, the
Republican?

The trend in voter preference since
the Democratic convention is revealed
by the trial heat results reported below.
The first measurement showed Nixon
leading McGovern 56 to 37 per cent
with 7 per cent undecided. McGovern
lost strength following the Eagleton
incident. The GOP convention gave
Nixon a boost, while McGovern's
strength remained about the same. In
surveys since the GOP convention, how-
ever, McGovern has started to close the
gap, as seen below:

— Nixon Versus McGovern Trend —

Other,

Nixon McG. Undec.

T T P

Sept. 29-Oct. 9 ... 6o 34 6

Sept. 22-25 ....... 61 33 6

Aug. 2627 ...... 64 30 6
— GOP Convention —

Aug. 512 ... 57 31 12

— Eagleton Incident —
July 14-x7 ... ... 56 37 7



The Galilup Poll

For Release: Friday, October 13, 1972

Widest Margin is on Vietnam

Nixon Leads McGovern on Top Issues

-- Vietnam, Inflation, and Crime

Ry George Guliup

Copyright, 1972, Feld Enterprises, Inc,

All rights reserved. Republication in

whaole or part strictly prohibited, sxcept

with written consent of the copyright
holders,

PRINCITON, N J. ® 12 - Al
thestich by stand on Vieman: was re
sponisible in considerable measure for
his success in the prunarits this spring,
Sen. Geoarge McGovern trails President
Nuon by a wide marpin as the can
didate suters pereenne as better able to
Pand'e e Vietnan waton, Nearly
v oot} amothe Jatest
3§ L the advantage on
dus ssae. compared to 26 per cent
war selent MoGovern,

Fven young woters. 18 to 29, back
Nixon over McGovern an Victnam,
Jespite the fact that McGovern does
far better with this aoc sroup in test
elecions than he daes with older voters,

In addion, persons in this ave group
Lave been purbcalarly outspoken o
tie var and penerated much of the
reumentum behind McGovern's  cam-
paign last spring.

The results reported today are based
on oz varsare ke suevey conducted Sep
e 22025 What effect MoGovern's
wid address vn Vienan Tuesday
7wl have an the e lanve stand.
nzy of the two candidates on this issue
»iil be determined in forthcoming sur-
veys.

Nixon Also Has Advaniage
On Inflation and Crime

President Nixon also holds an ad-
vautage as the candidate voters be-
tieve is hetter able to handle the prob-
fem of inflation, as well as the problem
of crime and lawlessness, although
his margins over his sival are not so
preat as in the case of Vietnam,

The nation’s top problems. as cur-
rently perceived by voters and reported
carlicr by the Gallup Poll, are the
Victnam war and the high cost of living
(cach cited by 27 per cent), folfowed
by drug use and abuse {by 9 per cent)
and crime and lawlessness (by 8 per
vent}).

Following is the question asked about
Vietnarn:

Which candidute — McGovern or
Nixon — do you thivk can do a
Letter job of dealing with the Viet
wany situation?

Nixon is perceived as better able to
handle this issue among virtually all
major population groups.  As many as
a third of persons classifying themselves
as Demacrats say Nixon can do a better
job, while more than eight in ten Dem-
otrats currently defecting to Nixon hold

this spinion,

The following table shows the na-
tional results and those by politics and
age:

Which Candidate Can Better
Denl with Vietnam?
Nixen McG. Undec.
wo % %

NATIONAL ... 58 26 16

Democeats ... . 36 46 18

Republicans .. . 90 3 7
Independents . . 6o 21 19
Demacratic
defectors .. ... 85 3 12
.
1829 years 32 33 15
30-40 years . ..., 59 25 16
50 & okder ... .. &2 22 15

Nixon Lead Is Less

On Toftation Tsxue

, Nixon's lead on infigtion is some-
what less —~ 47 per cent say Nixon can
de a betrer job oF Jealing with the high
cost of living. compared to 31 per cent
who name McGovern. Although older
voters give Nison the advantage on this,
opinion is evenly divided among young
voters, under 33, Six in ten Demo-
cratic defectors pick Nixon on this
issue.

Following is the question and results
on key groups:

W hich condidute ~— McCGovern or
Nison ~— do you think can do a
better job of dealing with inflation
and the bigh cost of living?

Deal Better with Inflation?
Nixen MG Undec.
o B %
NATIONAL ... 47 3r 22

Demaocrats ...... 23 55 22
Republicans .... 19 o 15
lndependents ... 47 26 27

Democtatic

defectors ... 63 o 28
18-29 years ..... 42 43 15
30-49 years ..... 48 29 23
so & older ..... 49 26 25

Nixon also leads by a 50 to 26 per
cent margin as better able to deal with
the problem of crime and lawlessness.
Roughly three Democrats in ten give
Nixon the advantage on this isue,
while seven in ten Democratic defectors
do so. Youth are slightly on Nixon's
side.

Here is the question and key findings:

W hich candidate — MeGorvern or

Nixor: ~ do you thind can Jo a
betier job of dedicg with the prob.
fem 6f ceime and lawlesinesi?

Deal Better with Crime
and Lavw fessness?
Nivaw Mol Q0 der
[y4 I3 ¥
ot «

NATIONAL .. so 16 14

Democrats . ... . a7 47 26
Republicans ..,. &2 B3 13
Indeperdents ... so 19 E3
Deomaocratic

defecars ..., 68 6 26
18-29 peats ... 40 3% 19
30-49 yrars ... 5% 23 25
so & older ..., 8% 23 26

The survey findings reported today
are hased on peronal interviews with
1505 a lults conduded in more than
300 saentifically  selected  Joculities
across the nation doring the periad Sep-
ternber 22-25.

districts in the nation.

Quarter-Final Gallup Report
Withia the next few days. the Gallup Poil will repost the

results of ity quarter-final survey on the presidential e, based
on in-person interviews with voters in 350 efedtion precincts of




CONVERSATION WITH JOHN DAVIES -- October 14, 1972

G: It's Gordon, how are you?

D: How are you? I missed you yesterdav.
G: Yeah, I half expected you to stop by but....
D: Well, I had my daughter with me so I just refrained from

calling and even suggesting it. She wasn't feeling so hot.
I walked her all over town and the poor kid got a little bit
homesick so I figured there was no sense pushing it.

G: Any word on whether they are going to go with the results
tomorrow?

D: It's écing to be Monday Gordon.

G: Results on Monday, huh?

D: Right... and the, let's see, the figure, I believe, now

I didn't check into this, the figure I beélieve is exactly
where I told you. 60 - 34
A

G:  60-34? 6 I guess then for the balance?
D: Right, and I remember region was within a point of each other --

32, 33. I think the lllMdZ was 34 for McGovern and the
othe:s were 33.

G: Okaf;

D: Democratic defection was still at 32.

G: Oh, that's interesting.

D: So that hasn't changed at all., There is some indication that

the Youth Vote might have thrown back but the samples size
is so small that we are not going to make a big deal of it.

G: Oh, I see.

D: The figures show that McGovern now has 53% of the new voters
18~24 but the sample size is only something like 175. So any
change of that type is very doubtful. I wouldn't even pay any
attention to it.

G: Is this the field interview of the 7th and 8th or is it that...

D: This is that Chief Precinct Sample --- it was the 30th of Sept.
to this past Monday. '



page 2

Which would have been the 9th I guess - huh?
Right.
So it went rather a long time.

Yeah, 2600 and some interviews with registered voters
out of a total sample of 3400.

But you'll just release the registered voters information
right?

Right.

It's a secret ballot, right, to push the leaners down
so far?

We released a very interesting finding too, the... we divided
the registered voters into likelyhood of voting, how likelyhood,
medium likelyhood, very low likelyhood and we found out that
among the highest likelyhood of voting the figure was 1 point
greater for Nixon.

So it would be 61-34 or something?

Right -- whereas in the lower levels McGovern did very well--
didn't come close to the President but it came down to about
a 13 - 14 point spread among the lowest likelyhood of voting
group. This is interesting but it is not terrible hopeful for
the other side because traditionally these people just don't
come out ==~ it doesn't matter what. And in our final
analysis, when we determine the predicted turn-out, of course
this low level will be excluded.

Right ~-- ARE you going to comment on the likelyhood of voting
in the thing or will the --

Not yet...
I see so the lead will just be...

No, we have to get up to date registration figures and registration
in some states is still going on..:

It closes this week as I recall

Yeah, so {1l) we'll get the registration levels and (2) we'll

-be using our battery questions, we'll be determing the degree

of interest in the election and simply what is turning out. As



page 3

you know, it' one thing to be registered to vote and it's
another thing getting there.

That's very interesting -- Are you guys in the field now?

Let's see, I'm trying to calm down two little kids-- I can't

even think--you know Gordon, Ive just drawn a blank -- we've had so
darn many surveys go out in the last week that I just... some of

them have been commercial ones.

Well, you were talking about doing it weekly and I was
just curious as to whether or not you were doing it this
week-end or not.

If you just give me a minute, I think it will flash. Trying to
look at dates here. There's interviewing going on now.

Currently?

I'm very, I'm almost positive -- I could let you know this
afternoon.

I would appreciate that very much -~ it would be interesting to
know what the interview dates were and sp forth. What else is of
note?

I can't think of anything Gordon -- once again, I was away
yvesterday and what decisions were made yesterday -- but I'm
pretty sure, I'm positive we'll be going with the break downs
and the final figure, the quarter final figure, on--Monday --
the same date the Yankelovich comes out incidentally.

Any !information on the Yankelovich?

No, Jack Rosenthal at the TIMES wouldn't give ma any but he

made one comment that was interesting to me ~- he said that

he asked me if ours were coming out Sunday or Monday, and I

said Monday and he sounded a little but perplexed about it
because it was the same day and when I told him the interviewing
days he said -- he sort of sighed with relief and said "Oh that's
great-—~ at least we have a couple of dates on you anyway."

So they are more recent?

They are more recent and it would look to me on the basis of his

- comments that perhaps he has got a slightly different figure.

Of course, Yankelovich said up in Cambridge, Mass. the other day
that the %'s were going, to stay pretty close to what they are now.

Well, that could be anything within 5 points.

Which is kind of interesting -- did you get this....
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What do you think of this Yankelovich material?

Well, it's interesting that he goes after all the big
states...they have a disadvantage of doing it by telephone
but alot of the stuff in the primaries was sure accurate.

Which, incidentally, telephone interviewing in an election
situation is very, very dangerous.

Yeah, well -~-- he...

We tried it for four years ago, just to test our service against
the telephone method and we found ourselves going way off base
on telephone.

How -- are they alot higher?
The telephone figures showed alot higher for the President,
I see, more than the personal interview?

I mean for the Republican, I should say for the Republican.

I see.

Alot of that had to do with the fact that the telephone
ownership tends to be a little higher among the more affluent,
you know, the better educated, the more likely to vote and

so on.

Did you guys arrive at any % to break you down like you know,
4% or higher on an average or any of that.

It was 5% higher we found.
5% higher?

You can figure that Dr. Gallup goes with that figure and I have
argued with him about that. I told him that there were kind of
balancing factors involved in it - I blamed it more on the high
no opinion than the reluctance of people to talk about it over

the phone - rather than any Republican or otherwise biased situation.

Huh!
But, I can't win their argument -- but I stick with it. I did the
experiment -- it took me three months to put it together and I was

convinced that the figures that we were showing were accurrate
within the acceptable limits but that it was very difficult to

‘break that undecided down. We couldn't do it the way we do it

with the personal interview and the paper ballot.
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Yeah, the guy actually looking him in the face and
asking him to put something on the card.

Well, Gallup, Sr. has got a negative opinion of telephone
interviewing to begin with. He doesn't approve of it,

won't let us do it and I can't blame him in a sense, as long
as you have a personal interview going for vou, you might

as well stick with it.... Sindlinger I just disregard
entirely.

Really? Why 1is that?

Well, his opinion in 1968, if you look back, was rather
chabby. And, I tend to think in a situation where the

race is this clear cut at the present time, almost any
pollster, you know Strong Davies organization, could go

out and conduct (tape was changed )

I would look extremely carefully at what the telephone polls
show. ‘

Yeah, yeah... Well, on the Sindlinger stuff, he claims that

he can pick up, by a masssive telephone:.interview and he can
elimante some of the sample problems. Cause he is telephone
interviewing constantly.

Yeah, but ask him sometime whether that means free substitution
or not?

What do you mean?

Well, here is the thing -- let's say we had 500 telephone names
in front of us and we spent an entire weekend calling them - I
could guarantee that 25% of that sample you couldn't ¢tontact =

1) they wouldn't be home; 2) they would likely refuse, hang up on
you and so on -- so what that means, he may be able to overcome
the sample problems, but what he is doing is he is freely
substituting which we don't allow.

Yeah, I see.'
Although, that's I would guess the only thing you could

do in a telephone situation -- however, we had other ways
of doing it but his best bet would be of course to be to take

" what is obtained and don't even look at the figures - just
take the demographics and then weight all the demographics to thelr

proper levels.
Percentage within the population?

Right, and then show the figures. But, I have a feeling that
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what he does is to stick with his sample with the free
substitution. Now, I may be very wrong and I don't
want to indict his methodology but......

He also claims that he can pick up sort of a feel -- like after
McGovern's Vietnam speech, he thinks that alot of the people
picked up the phrases "Surrender" and "Apology for North Vietnam

and White Flag" and stuff which strikes us as questionable.

D:

Well, let's put it this way -- it strikes me as being alot
of crap to be perfectly honest with you -- let's face it =--
do the figures show it?

Well, he doesn't have any figures on it =-- it's just sort of
like an open-ended question.

Yeah, but I mean the overall figures don't show it -- in other
words, she is not showing any great movement toward McGovern.

No, No.

So I would .... people may be picking it up, but that's not the
important thing. The important thing in that sense is that

is it being picked up and influencing anybody. I mean I

don't care whether people would be saying Surrender or White Flag
or whatever., But, if it's not translating into a different

voter preference than the person might have had a week before,

it doesn't mean two cents.

That's right, right.

I think that you can get hung up on those things, when you're
asking open end questions you can always get that kind of reaction
from people but it's important to find out whether those reactions
were coming from people who were already supporting McGovern and
if that's the case, they might just be strengthening their own
views so I would stay away from it.

Yeah, that's interesting. ‘ .

It's easy for you people to get hung up on this sort of thing
because if he beats this home enough it becomes a worry factor
for you and I... if he goes going to report data like that

I'd like to see him report it by population groups.

Yeah, well he doesn't do that.

He should though, usually.

What about, do vou think McGovern is having any affect on
thig Corruption issue, your poll last week showed that Corruption
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just wasn't the big thing. Do you think that this continued
hammering on this is going to make any difference?

It's got to make some difference sure -~ there's no doubt
about it. But to be perfectly honest with vou, the way
the voters look at it, from what we found, was that why
should one side be making these charges against the other
side when they are both just as quilty.

Right, all politicians....

A1l politicians are corrupt. (period) And the people know that
and the people feel that and being one myself, I know that.

Gordon laughing

But theg fact is that as long as that continues the whole
of that feeling, you people are on safe ground. Right, wrong
or indifferent. .

That's interesting because, boy, he sure is putting alot of
his guns on that.

I think if the guestion were asked and I wanted to ask it

but we just didn't have space for it, you know, Do you think

that Corruption is pretty widespread among both parties?

In other words, do you see much of a difference between the two
parties on the area of corruption. Would you say that one is
cleaner than the other? The public would probably show or reveal
that there is no difference at all that they are both corrupt.

Yeah, I guess that is probably true, sort of the shame....
It's a shame but we in public life have to live with that idea.

Yeah... are you going to go on this Key Precinct thing with some
of the issues -- similar to the issue handling release of last
Friday? Who can handle issues best or..... '

Right... this should be coming up soon, right.

I don't know whether we are actually going to be reporting it
but the figures will be available. Dr. Gallup likes to use it
for his own personal analysis and we use those as sort of
voting barometers.

Cross checks.

Right -~ for example. if their changing, i1f the question is
Peace and Prosverity which I think are sort of meaningless
questions by themselves--if they start showing a return to
the Democrats whereas the overall McGovern figure doesn't
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change, I think it indicates an early warning signal that
very soon there may be a bigger movement toward McGovern.
We found that in 1968 in fact.

Oh really - that the issues started to move?

In other words, we saw the shift to Humphrey before the

figures began to shift and I know Gallup himself predicted

in early October when the race was still 15 points separating
the two and he predicted down to the wire contest.

Any indication of that this time == is there any shift?

Well, yeah, there is a shift but it's the other direction.

Away from McGovern - huh?

Yeahsy away from the Democrats, I mean.. the Republicans for the
first time have a pretty substantial lead on both those questions
of keeping the country out of a major war and keeping the purse-

strings in sensible shape.

Right, so there is no indication of that issue shift leading
a shift on McGovern, huh?

Right === Yeah, we're doing ~- I was with the American
Psychiatric Asso. yesterday and we're considering doing a
very interesting study -- it probably won't be done after the

election we just can't get the machinery going in time but
it's going to be sort of based on the Eagleton situation and
how people regard public officials who have undergone such
méntal treatment- whether or not the public thinks that men
in this condition can hold useful jobs -- or run for public
office and so on. It's going to be very interesting.

It really would be fascinating.

But, I don't think the results would be available until Feb.
or March. They work rather slow.

Anything else of interest coming up? Are you going to try any
questions on the media or something -- there has been alot of
discussion, you know, the American Independent Party just
filed suit against CBS for non-coverage.

I don't think they are going to do anything but I wouldn't let
it bother you.

s

No, we're not too concerned but....

I think that you will probably find that between now and Nov. 4
or so, we'll be concentrating strictly on just the hard data
and breaks and so on.
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Trial heats? and the whole but.

We have an interesting survey that we just completed among
College students.

YEAH!

Well, we have the trail heat on there. I hadn't seen the
data. It's 99 and 100 % commercial but we through a trial
heat on there just to liven things up a bit.

Yeah, is this for NEWSWEEK?

No, no, this is ours.

OH!

So I don't know what is going to happen. I haven't seen any
of the.data - as a matter of fact, I haven't even looked

at the question.

Of course that's the strongest segment in the society and
he's going to all sorts of College Campuses.

Well, it's interesting to see whether there isn't general
agreement among students and there probably won't be.

NOQQ'.

And the region of the country ought to be very interesting
in terms of the trail heats.

Sure, when do you think you'll have those.
I really have no idea - I just haven't followed it.

Yeah, that would be an interesting survey to note because that's
been one the surprises in this election that McGovern didn't have

the youth vote all sewed up.

D:

L)

One of the reasons I am reluctant to follow it is because I
don't think that they did a very gcod job in terms of voter
registration and likely hood of voting. It could represent
a very distorted figure.

That's really a problem among college students because they all
claim that they are registered.

And vou really have nc indication of what they are going to do.

Exactly.
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Or where they are going to be in fact.

Yeah, have you people, other than this likelyvhood to vote,
gone after the sort of apathy question. The turn out and
the whole bit?

(Changing tape)

So there's less interest in this campaign than in 19682

Yes, slightly less. But what will be reflected in the actual
turnout is another thing.

Is it more of an attitude that they would just like to
have the campaign get over? Or, more of a just, they....

People,*more and more, I think it is indicated by the

rise in the Independent figure, I think people are just
becoming jaded with Politics in general and I think that

is going to be a political fact of life ten years from now,
but I don't think it is going to have any. impact this vyear.

What if the percentage of vote will be affected in any way
I mean if we are going to have a high or low turnout?

I really couldn't tell you but I would guess that the turnout
should be somewhat the same as it was.

Really? You think 60 % of the American public is an ingrained
voter?

I think so -- and I think if that happens that it's to your
advantage.

I do too. Have you fellows picked up any data as to whether

it's to our advantage to have a high turnout vs. a low

turnout? It used to be that the Conservative candidate _.ould have
a low turnout because his voters would get out whereas a Liberal
candidate should have a high turnout because he would bring out
other various segments of the public. But there is some thought
now that the President has such broad support that the higher the
turnout the better.

Well, I think you have to look at it in terms of the record
defection among the Democratic party these days. If these

people follow through with what they are saying today and do in
fact vote for President Nixon, then a higher turnout would
likely help. But if these people decide that they are for
Nixon today but they are just not going so far as to vote for
him but not for McGovern either, they sit it out, then a low
turnout would help you. But it's hard to say, you see we have



THE WHITE HOUSE \//

WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

October 6, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN

FROM: GORDON STRACHAN S
SUBJECT : Gallup and Harris Surveys
Gallup,

Conflicting reports have been received from Bob Teeter and
John Davies. As you know, Davies reports that Gallup is
interviewing now (Oct 1-6) with the results to be reported
October 15. Davies says Gallup will run-.trial heats weekly
until November 7. Bob Teeter talked with Paul Perry at
Gallup. Perry claims that Gallup will interview Oct 6-8
and then do two more trial heat surveys at 10-day intervals.
Gallup may add a last minute survey if the margin begins to
narrow. Perry would not tell Teeter about any scheduled
release dates. Perry told Teeter that on Monday, October 9,
Gallup would release a college study. I have been trying
to reach John Davies to confirm this.

Harris

Colson was to receive the trial heats from Harris' mid-week
survey this morning. If Colson has Harris' schedule for
trial heats for the rest of the campaign, he has not told
Dick Howard.

Narsq H - GO~ 3944-5730
H- cOo-33 1l



PHONE CONVERSATION WITH JOHN DAVIES - Tuesday, October 10, 1972

Hello, John, how are you?

OK, how are you doing?

Good. Can you talk a minute?

Sure can,

Uh - you said you might have a chance to check the actual computer
sheets on the matter we discussed.

Nothing changed yet.

So, we're still at 60-33?

So far. Riéht.

Do you know the exact polling dates yet - you mentioned it might
shift from just over the weekend. '

The exact polling dates would have been - you know I still can't
give you that, Gordon.

OK,

I'm not sure of it yet, I'll check those points out., I won't

know anything, as it turns out, until tomorrow morning first thing.
OK.

Cause they're working on some other projects and we're not going to
need it until tomorrow morning. So -

OK. Very good.

If you can give me a ring earlier tomorrow morning around 9:30 or so
because I may be out of here by 10:30.

OK -~ I'11l do that. One other thing - have you noticed any of the

demographics on the Catholics or the Jews...
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I haven't seen any demographics yet.

OK. Because Harris you know notes today that the Blacks are the only
group that's moving and so we're wondering if that is supported in
your data also.

Not yet.

All right. Anything else of note?

I can't think of anything.

And we're going to go on that Thursday release on "Who can best handle"?
Right. *

Do you have those figures by any chance?

Those figures will be available this afternoqn. You can get those

by calling George.

OK. 1I'll do that.

I won't be here this afternoon.

OK., I'll call him.

OK. About 3 o'clock I would suggest.

I'1l try it then.

Very fine,

Thanks a lot.

OK.

Bye, John,



NATIONAL

SEX

Male
Female
AGE

18~24
25-49

50+
EDUCATION
8th grade
High School
College
UNION
RACE

White
Black
RELIGION
Catholic
Protestant
Jewish
INCOME
Under $5,000
$5~9,989
$10-14,000
$15,000+
POLITICS
Republican
Democrat '
REGION

East
Midwest
South

West

58
56

58
59

52
58
58
49

62
16

55
68
46

52
55
58
65

87
38

58
53
65

©..55

63
63

47
59
65

56
66
63

67
22

62
74
49

56
58
70
71

93
43

60

70
58

6l

67
60

1 59
58 65
58 53
52 55
64 63
62 57
51 56
65 61
61 63
52 58
67 64
10 24
52 52
70 66

32

44
=64
67

95 91
32 37
52

58

70 69
54

NIXON-McGOVERN DEMOGRAPHICS
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29
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31
34
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67
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30
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46 40
29 22
31 30
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30 24
35 30
42 31
28 25
82 52
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28
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61 47
36

30

24 17
33

22
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28
13

41
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25

[Xo JKe]

12
11

11

12
10
10

11
5

O W

O ] O oo o

OO 00

[s2 W axY

10

B ~J W~

U O

= OV ON O

> ~J O

6 13
& 10
6 15
2 5
6 15
7 13
g8 15
5 15
4 7
6 11
5 11
g 24
g 11
4 14
17

12
13
5
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12
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13
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14
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21

14
12

17
16
13
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GALLUP POLL TRIAL HEATS

1948 1952 1956 1960 1964 1968 1972
Dewey Eisenhower Eisenhower Nixon Goldwater Nixon Nixon
Truman Stevenson Stevenson Kennedy Johnson Humphrey McGovern
Wallace Wallace
Thurmond
JUN 55-35-10 48-46-6 35-40~16-9 53-37-10
(Refauver)
JUL 48-36-5- -10 45-43-12 61-37-2 45-50~5 20-76-4 40-38-16-6 56-31- 7
57-31-12
AUG 48-37-4-2- 9 51-43- 6 50-44-6 29-65-6 45-29-18-8  £4-30- 6
47-47-6
47-48-5 43-31-19-7
SEP 46"'39"'4"2"‘ 9 51"42”" 7 52-41"'7 47_46_7 29"65"6 43—'28"21"8
44-29-20-7
46-40-4-2~ 8 ~49—
ocT $50-44-4-9_ 0 45-38-17 52-40-8 43-243-8 29-64-7 43-31-20-6
46-49-5 44-36-15-5
. 42-40-14~4
NOV 59,5-40.5 48-49-3 32~-61=7
DEC
Actual (Rep) 45,1% 55.1% 57.4% 49,9% 38.5% 43.4%
Vote (Dem) 49.6 44 .4 42.0 50.1 61.1 42.7
(Other) 5.3 .5 .6 .4 4

(AIP) 13:5

* Checks with John Davies at Gallup indicate this figure is unavailable.

Their records do not have the No Opinion for the second October poll in 1948.



CALLUP POLL TRIAL HEATS

1948 1952 1956 1960 1964 1968 1972
Dewey Eisenhower Eisenhower Nixon Goldwater Nixon Nixon
Truman Stevenson Stevenson Kennedy Johnson Humphrey McGovern
Wallace Wallace
Thurmond
JAN 53-47
FEB - . 49-34-11-.6
MAR So=-5-47-4 7-5
/,
rd
APR ' 47-53
/
MAY ) ‘ %:gi p
- L -
JUN 55-35-10 TR ] 35-40-16-9  53-37-10
(Kefauver) y 565
JUL 48-36-5- =10 45-43-12  61-37-2 ?W" 20-76-4 40-38-16~6  56-37- 7
o-UY-L -31-
AUG 48-37-4-2- 9  51-43- 6 T ‘5,7_,/7 <@ 296576 45-29-18-8  24-35212
. 3 43-31-19-7
-39-4-2 42— -4l Aoy Y1485 29_65-6
SEP 46-39-4-2- 9  51-42- 7  52-41-7 Sl 14 G~ T 32wt aasasas
46~40~4~2~ g o R
oCT M"a- 50-44~4-2- 0% 45-38-17 5525—4105_85 s 64 ‘!29 64-7 43-31-20-¢8
ot b T LT 42-40-14-1
NOV 59.5-40.5 «4-9-—5-1-% \ 32—61-?
bEC 4&-H
Actual (Rep)  45.1% 55,1% 57.4% 49.9%
Vote  (Dem)  49.8 44,4 42.0 50.1 et 33'3,%
(Other) 5.3 .5 .6 4 T4
: (AIP) 13.5
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TRIAL HEATS ~. Gallup

DATE Devey Truman Wallace Thurmond Undecided
July 31 .48 36 5 10

August 21 486 7 37 4 A 9
September 26 46 ‘39 4 2 9

October 16 | 46 40 4 2 8

October 280 50 44 4 2 0
Nevemiver I ¢ -bh5— i

Oct. 3 49.5 q4.5 7 4 °

Actual Vote:

Republican 21,991, 291
Democrat 24,179, 345
Other 2,623,190

4S9,
Li'c?: {ﬁ Q}D

S-3 Yo



1952

GALLUP TRIAL HEATS

Eisenhower
May 30-June 4 55

Eisenhower

July 25-30 45
Augast 23-28 - 51
September 6-11 51

September 28~ .
October 3 : 45

Actual Votes and Percentace:

Republican: 33,936,234

Democrat: 27,314,992

Other: 299,692

Kefauyer
35

Stevenson
43

43

42

38

55.1%
44.4%

5%

Undecided

10. { no % available
on Stevenson in]
this one)

Undecided
~hnaecided

12

6

7

17

b

i

N

23




TRIAL HEATS -- Gallup

1956
DATE Fisenhower Stevenson Undecided
July (pre conventio;;{/) 61 ' 37 2
September 8 52 41 7
October 9 52 40 8
October 26 55 ‘ 45
Nov;mber 1 59.5 40.5

s

Actual Vote:

, 0 428 79
Republican 2991291 5({; g.?zgj ?‘;502 3.0 Dy

Democrat 2ETTY, 345 . %
Other 26237190 73,68V &



TRIAL HEATS -- Gallup -

DATE LBJ Goldwater  Undecided
July 10 76 20 4
August 23 ‘ 65 29 6
2y
September 16 65 29 6
September 27 68 32
stober 18 64 29 7
November 2 61 32 7
. Actual Vote:
Republican 27,178, 188 Al 7o
Democrat 43,129, 566 Ll 7
Other 336,838 ¢ 7o



1968
DATE ‘ Nixon Humphrey Wallace No Opinio:;
June 29-July 3 35 40 16 9
July 19-21 40 38 16 6
]
Avgust (pre Convention) 45 29 18 ) 8 ;
Sf:ptembe'? 3-7 Y 43 31 . 19 T *
September 20-22 ' 43 | 28 21 8
September 27-30 44 29 20 7
Octobe\r 3-12 43 31 20 6
October 17° 44 36 15 5
October 31 42 40 14 4 é
Actual Vote:
Republican 31,785,480 #3297 5
Democrat 31, 274, 166 #2.7 % i
Amer. Ind, 9, 906,473 /3.5 76

Other . 244,756 AP




1968

SEPTEMBER 3-7 Nixon Humphrey Wallace No Opinion 3
MATIONAL 43 3] 19 7
SEX
Male 43 27 24 6
Female 44 34 14 8
37
RACE :
White 46 27 20 7

Non-white

EDUCATION

College 56 26 10 8
High School 41 29 22 8
Grade School 36 39 18 7
OCCUPATION ;
Professional & Bus. 53 24 16 7 &
White Collar 51 29 13 7 “*
Farmers 45 15 : 29 11
Manual Worker 35 35 22 8
AGE :
21-29 43 33 18 6 "
30-49 42 31 19 8
50- 45 30 19 6 j
RELIGION
Protestant 47 25 22 6
Catholic 37 41 12 10
POLITICS
Republican 89 3 7 1
Democrats 10 63 17 10
Independents 39 20 . 33 8
REGION
Fast 45 35 8 1z
Midwest 50 29 16 - 5
South 29 26 39 6
West 51 33 10 6




INCOME
$10,000 +
$7, 000+
$5, 000-6, 999
$3-4, 999
Under $3, 000

COMMUNITY SIZE
1 million
500, C00 +.
50, 000 - 499,°999
2,500-49, 999
Under 2, 500

55
47
45

36

25
29
29
33

39

35
36
37
27
22

14
18
18
21
20

11

13

24
29

.




Gatiup t'rial teats 1942

. Nixon McGovern No Opinion
July 30 56 37 1
July 14-17 56 37 7
June 16-19 53 37 10
May 26-29 53 34 11

om ey e o wed o ,:T‘,-g,.»;wu- v



GALLUP TRIAL HEATS

. Nixon Muskie Wallace NotSure
April 26-May 5(last one)1972)46 30 16 8 ’
Marxrch 24-7 | 1972 46 36 14 4
February, 1972 43 42 10 5
January 7-10, 1972 » 43 42 _ 12 3
November 19-22, 1971 44 41 10 5
Qctober 8-11 43 35 13 9
August 20-23, 1971 42 36 11 11
May 7 -10 | , 39 41 12 8
March 12-14 43 -39 12 6
Januvary, 9-10, 1971 44 44 9 3
Decermnber 5-6, 1970 44 43 9 4
June 19-22 43 36 13 8
Janwvary 30-Feb 2, 1970 47 35 13 5
September 12-15, 1969 49 34 11 6 3
[




TRIAL HEATS -- Gallup

1972

DATID Nixon McGovern  Wallace Not Sure
July 14 - 17 46 33 18 4

Juae 16 - 19 sy 45 32 18 5

May 26 -~ 29 '43 30 19 8

April 28 - May 1 43 35 15 7
Febr:uary 49 34 11 6
Novembar 1971 49 33 12 )




‘Gallup Trial Heats

June 16-19 (l,as;‘t one)
May 26-2G

April 28-May 1
March 24-7
February

November 1971

Nixon

47
43
45
46
46
47

HITFI

28
26
34
35
39
37

Wallace

18
22
i5
15
10
12

Not Sure

U A o

faange~




TRIAL TIEATS -~ Gallup

DATE Nixon  Kennedy Wallace Not Sure
April 15 —16' (most recent) 46 36 12 6
Februvary 1972 47 39 9 5
November 1971 44 41 10 5
August 1971 v 43 38 10 9
May 1971 42 41 10 7
March 1971 46 38 11 5
Tanuary 1971 47 38 9 6
Decemb.er 1970 47 37 I 5
January 1970 49 35 11 5
September 1969 53 31 10 6
July 1969 52 36 9 3
April 1949 52 33 10 7
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HARRIS SURVIEYS

Nivon McGovern Demographic Study
May 9-10, 1972
June 10-15, 1972
July 1-6, 1972
August 2-3, 1972 . - PAGE 1

------

Nixon NMcGovern Trial Heats: 1972

August
July
*June
May
April

March . PAGE 2
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GALLUP POLL TRIAL HEATS

1948 1552 1956 1960 1964 1968 1972
Dewey Eisenhower Eisenhower Nixon Goldwater Nixon Nixon
Truman Stevenson Stevenson Kennedy Johnson Humphrey McGovern
Wallace Wallace
Thurmond
: |
i
JUN 55-35~10 48~46-6 35~40~16-9 53-37-10
{(Kefauver) ,
JUL 48-36~5- -10 45-43-12 61~37-2 45-50-5 20-76-4 40-38-16-6  56-31- 7
57=-31-12
AUG 48-37-4~2- 9 51-43- 6 50-44-6 29-65-6 45-29-18-8  £4-30- &
47476
-l B 43-31-19~7
SEP 46-39-4-2- 9 51-42- 7  52-41-7 ajzidss 29-65-6 43-28-21-8
44-29~20-7
46~40~4-2- B 45-49~ T _on.
ocT x50-44-4-2- ¢ 45-38-17 52-40-8 4324278 29-64-7 43-31-20-6
46-49~5 42-40~14-4
NOV 59.5-40.5 48-49~3 32-61-7
DEC
Actual (Rep)} 45,1% 55,1% 57.4% 49,9% 38.5% 43.4%
Vote {Dem) 45,6 44.4 42.0 50.1 61.1 42.7
{Other) 5.3 .5 .6 -4 4

« -
{(a1pP) 13.5

* Checks with John Davies at Gallup indicate this figure is unavailable.

Their records do not have the No Opinion for the second October poll in 1948,
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The Gallup Poll

For Release: Sunday, October 8,1972

Watergate Incident Influencing Few Voters

-

‘Corruption in Government’ Not

A Major Issue With U. S. Voters

Ry George Galiup

Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

All rights reserved. Republication in

whale or part steictly prohibited, except

with written consent of the copyright
holders.

PRINCETON, N. J, Od. 7 — Al
thouph Sen. Georpe McGovern is hit-
ting hard an the theme that the Nixon
adiministrarinon i corrupt, only a small
pereentage of the electorate believe cor-
ruption in government to be onc of the
naton’s top problems.

A focal point of McGovern's attack
is the Watergate incident, which con-
cerns the alleued “bugeing” of the
Denngratic  party's  headeuarters  in
Washingten. The latest survey shows
thar while half of all voters {5z per
cent} say they have heard or read about
thus incident. only about a third ate
able to play back the key facts of the
situation,

Among those who have heard or
read abeut the incident. cight in ten
say that Warerpate is mor 2 stong rea-
son for sotng for McGovern,  Even
2 nong Democrats m the survey, opsine
ion s 340-1 on the side that the inci-
dent is not a strong reason for voting
for the Democratic nominee.

Varthermore, as reveafed by the sur-
vey, McGovern can expect to win back
few Democeatic defectors — that is,
Democrats who currently prefer Nixon

—on the basis of the Watergate sit-
uation. Only one Demacratic defector
in twenty feels that the incident is a
strang reason for voting for McGovern,

‘Corvuption’ Was Big
Tssue in '52 Campaign

The issue of carruption at the present
time appears to be aof no great concern
to voters, nor has it played & major
role in recent presidential efection cam-
patgns.  The last time this issue was
in the forefront was in the 1952 presi-
dential campaign,

At the heginning of the fifties there
were repeated charges of corruption
and bribery in Washingten, In 1992
the anti-Truman forces took up the
cry of “Korea, Communism and Cor-
ruption.” A survey of GOP county
chairmen in 1952 showed corruption
in  Washington regarded as  the
must effective argoment the GOP could
use apainst the Demncrats,

War and Infiation Named
Top Problems Today

When voters in the latest survey are
asked to indicate what they believe to
be the nation’s top problem, equal pro-
portions of voters {27 per cent} name
the Vietnam war and the high cost of

living. Next most frequently named
are international problems in general
{by 30 per cent), drug use and abuse
(by o gcr cent) and crime and fawless-
ness (by 8 per cent).

Far down the list is “corruption in
government” {named by 3 {;c)r cent in
the latest sugvey and by about equal
proportions of Republicans and Demo-
crats).

Little change is noted in the public’s
tap priorities between the latest survey,
conducted in late S:Fimbcr, and the
previous survey, tonducted in July.

This question was asked to measure
the public’s top concemns:

What do you think is the most
important problem facing shis coun-
iry today?

Following are the results of the lat-
est audit:

Top Problems

Facing Nation?
Vietnam war ............. 21%
*Inflation, high cost of living . 27
International

problems (gen.) ........ 10
Drug use, abuse ...... el B
Crime/lawlessness . ...... .. B

Pollution/the

eavironment ............ 4
Poverty, welface ... . ..... 3
Casruption in

govesment ..o 3
Lack of national

unity/putpose .. ........ 2
Problems of youth ... .... 2
Moral problems/

lack of religion ..... A |
Miscellaneous/

other responses ......... 9
No opimion .............. 3

r09%5**
¥ Includec “unemploymens” "high
taxes.”

** Total exceeds 100 per cent since
some persons named more than one

probiem.

The survey findings reported today
are based on personal interviews con-
ducted in more than 3oo scientifically.
selected localities across the nation dur-
ing the period September 22-25.




The Gallup Poll

McGovern Winning Back Defectors-Makes
Gains Among Catholics, Labor and Youth

For Release: Friday,October 6,1972

By George Gallup

Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

All rights reserved. Republication in

whals or part strictly prohibited, except

with written consent of the copyright
holders.

PRINCETON, M.}, Oct. 5 — Sen.
Geores McGovan's success in reduc
ing President Mixon's lead natiopally
is accounted for in large measure by
his success in winning back Democratic
defectors.  In the latest susvey, 32 pet
cent of Democrats prefes Nixon, while
in the eather survey the figure was 40
per cent.

McGovern's  headway in winning
bark Democratic defectors is reflected
in his improved standing among two
groups which are traditionally Demo-
‘ratic in their presidential preferences
but have been in Nixon's camp since
the Democratic Convention — Catholics
and labor wnion voters.

In the latest survey, Nixon o leads
McGovern among Catholics by §2 to 40
per cent. In the previous survey (late
Aungust). Nixon's margin was consider-
ably wider, 62 to 29 per cont.

An upturn in McGavern's fortunes
has alse heen recorded among labor
union farailies,  In the latest survey
rembers of Jabrr anion families pive
Nisor a 52 to 42 per cent tead over
tis vzl while in the previous survey,
Nixon held a 61 to 30 per cent lead.

Also Winning
Back YVoulk

Serator McGovern also appears to
be winning back young voters, 18 to

29. who were solidly in his camp dur-
ing the spring and early summer, but
who began to slide away after the
Fagleton disclosures and then went
over to Nixon's side following the
GOP convention.

The race today among this group of
young voters is close, with 52 per cent
favoring Nixon and 46 per cent Me-
Govern. The previous survey showed
Nixon with 2 62 to 35 per cent lead.

Nixon Leads With
All Groups Bul Two

Despite McGavern's gaias in recent
weeks, President Nixon continues to
hold leads in all major regions of the
nation and with all major groups in
the population, with the exception of
Blacks and Jews.

As reported Sunday, Mixon leads
McGovern among registered voters na-
tinnwide by the vote of 61 to 33 per
cent with one pes cent for other can-
didates and five per cent undecided.
The previous survey showed Nixon
leading 64 to 30 pet cent with six
per cent for other candidates or unde-
cided.

The following table shows the vote
by groups in the latest survey, based
on the chaices of registered voters:

Un-
“ Nixon McG. Other dec.
NATIONAL .. 61 33 4 s

Republicans ... 95 4 b
Democrats ... 32 61 1 6
Independents .. 67 25 2 6
Catholics ... .. 52 40 8
Protestants .. .. 70 26 T 3
Labor union

families .... 52 42 * 6
18-20 years ... 52 46 — 2
30-49 years ... 65 20 1§
so & otder ... 62 31 1 6
Whites ....... 6y 28 * $
Non-whites ... 10 82 2 6
College

background .. 61 35 1 3
High school .. 65 30  * s
Grade school .. 58 41 7

Professional &

Pusiness .... 68 19 . 3
Clerical and

Sales ....... 62 32 2 4
Manual workers 57 38 7
Men ... ... .. 58 36 H 5
Women ....... G4 30 3 s
South ........ 70 24 T 5
Mon-South ... 59 36 » s

* Less than one-half of one per cent

Today's results are based upon per-
sonal interviews conducted in more than
300 scientifically selected communities
with a tatal sample of 1,505 respon-
dents, of whom 1,768 were registered.
Interviewing was conducted September
22-25.

This question was asked:

If the presidential election were
being beld TODAY, which candidate
would you vote for — McGovern,
the Democrat, or Nixon, the Republi-
can?

-4

&
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F Gallup Says McGovern Is Closing Gap,

ls.

By David 8, Broder
ashington Poas BIRLE Wniter
The Gallup Poll huy one.
firmed the evidence that Sen,
Geotze MeGovern closed the
gap on President Nixon durlng
September but still traileg
Bim by 8 very wide margin six
weeks belore Election Day.
The Galinp survey released
today shows:

Nixen 81%
MeGovern 33
Gthers i :
Undecrded 5 H
The survev, taken $gpt. 22.

ithey indicated the “1mpossihle

A private polister whe ex- a 584036 per cent lead-wor a
amined the Harris and Gai!up{sprmd of 23 points, just sbout
results said yesterday that]what Caddell measured,
| Moreaver, Alee Gallup, 2
spukesman for the polling or-
gaalzation,

task™ MeGovern faces in the

remaining Jive weeks of the said in.an inter-

over McGavern in the South
during September, ‘That
means ihe Nixon lesses out-
side the South were grester
than 4 por cont,

Gallup said that there was

looks ¢loser if the South— in September than the overall

which seems to be securely in | figures would indicate.

Nr. Nixon’s eolumn—is celimi-i Galup seid he could not yet

nuted from the national totals, ;f\smish an exact breakdowa,
Outside the South, the latest!but the syrvey showed Mr.

Gallup figures pive Mo Nimn.Nixon had widened his lead

ghows a Jpoirt gany
r(‘qwm and a J-point drop
for Mr. Nixon from {be pre-
vlous Gallup Poll  conducted
Augz 26827,
It was in line with the latest
Harris Survey, released Jast

Monday, which also showed a
20point  spread hetween the
candidates and a Gpoint re-
durttan in the gap during we
previsus month,

Harng crediad Mr, Nison'
with a §9ta-3l per cent lead.
and Gallup sald it was §1-40-33

per cent. Hut with bath sur. -
veys ustng approximately 1,500,

interviews, the difference in
the figurca was stativtically In-
signifirant,

McetGovern has inssted thal
the puolls are lauzing behind a
&hift in the public mood, and
relessed a survey by his own
polister,
thie week which put the Presi-
dent's marsin at 22 per cent,

Whichever flgnre one ac
eepts, ihe political distance
MeGovern has to fravel to
ayerhaul  Mr, Nizon
election day is enormous.

Patrick Caddell, early}-

before|’

eampaign. view yesterday, that Mc-|ne hlstor!cal precedent for a
However, the Gallup organt-|Govern wag gal more rap- a Sepe
zation noted that the race|idly in the nonsputhern states|tember deﬂcit as  great os

McGovern appears to have,

In 1984, Barry Geldwaler
tratied Lyndon B. Johnson by
30 points in the late Beptem-
ber Gallup Poll and was
beaten by 22.8 per cent.

In 1968, Hubert . Mum.
phrey trpiled Mr. Nixon by 15
points in the late September
Gallup Poll. Humphrey man-
aged to moke up all but 1
point of thet 15peint spread
by clection day, but his gaing
came from the undecided vot-
ers and backers of George
Waliace, who is not a candl-
date this year.

Alee Gallup said that he tnd
his collea fues felt “almost cor-
tain® thal McGovern's Septem.
ber gaing marked a definite

THE WASHINGTON POST

Lags by 28 Points

turnaround from the Demo-ymitleg to ReElect the Presi-| states have shown the Pros.

Sunday, Oet. 1, 1972

A9

4
N |

. Fi
e L T DU S VDU S

.cratic nominee’s summer|dent indicaied no sense ofjdents margin holding or, m:

losses, lalarmover tte poil. igsome cases, inereasing, N
“I'd be willing to bet any! “Whother vou ave looking atl The Iowa Foll, pullished in
amount of moncy the gap willjthe Sindliager Poll showing) Sunday's editions of the Des
continue o narrow.” CGallup|the Pre: nts lead ot #1{Moines RegisterTribune,
said, noting that there ave still| points, or the Galiup Poll at 28 shows Mr. Nixen widening his
large numbers of selfidenti-|per cent, you are looking atilead over McGovern by ¥
tied Degnocrats who are not|figures of historically unprece~iposnts singe August,
yet iu the McGovern column. ; dented proportions,” he said.] Tye Septumber fipures - in
“1 don't think he'll ake him (“Beeause they are unprootsipawa pave Mr. Nixon o4 per
(Mr. Nixon), but I think it will idenled, we. of course, antieh sont of the vote and 3G
get close ensugh to glve the pate some downward dt.” ferm 29, with 1 oper eent fur
Republicans a scave,”
A spokesman for the Com- reeent Republican polls i key cont undeekled.

It is known, however, tnat!other candidvtes ang 6 per -

s
]
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THE GALLUP POLL FOR REIEASE: SUNDAY, October 1, 1972

IMPORTANT

Note to Editors:

- Because of the great interest as to whether
the gap between McGovern and I\iixon in the poll

. findings is beginning.to close, the lead for
the Sunday release -~ with our latest national
results ~— will be'teleqraphad to you Saturday
for Sunday release. It will be sent presk rate
collect. Couplete breakdowns will follow in
the next report scheduled for ‘early next week.
The results will be based upon interviewing
corducted through anday,‘ September 25,

(Pick up after lead)

The trerd in voter preference is revealed by trial heat results covering
the last six months. McGovern's strongest showing occurred in late April nd |
early May, following his victories in the Wisconsin and Massachusetts primaries.
At that point he trailed President Nixon by only ten points. Following the
Eagleton affair, however, the gap between the two candidates widened as the

record of Gallup Peoll findings indicates:
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Nixon McGovern Undecided

% % T8
September 22-25
August 26-27 64 30 6
August 5-12 57 3 12
July 28-31 57 32 11
July 14-17 56 37 7
June 16~18 53 37 10
May 26-29 53 34 13
April 28 - May 1 49 39 “12

The biggest swrprise to date in the presidential contest has been Nixon's
strength among young voters. Early in the race McGovern strategists counted on
‘winning a large majority of the vote of the nation's 25 million pr?spective new
voters., In fact, some estimates of this majority weme as high as 10 million
votes ~ encugh to overcome the lead of most candidates in presidential cam-

The enthusiasm for McGoverm on the college' cémpuses of the nation -~ so
marked in the early months of 1972 -- has faded considerably; and the vote of
those who have never attended college has favored Nixon.

In a special survey of the 18 to 24 year-olds, conducted for Newsweek by
the Gallup COrganization, it was found that 59% of those who did not attend-
college had not bothered to register as of late August; while in the case of
those who were enrolled in college or had attended college, 718 were registered.

In the Newsweek study of 18-24 year-olds,re-interviews conducted during the

middle of September revealed that McGovern had not been able to register any
gains in this group during the first two weeks of September. Nixon's lead

over McGovern among likely young voters in late August was 50% to-46%, as canpared
" with 52% to 43% in mid-September.



The Gallup Poll
More Voters See McGovern Than
Nixon With ‘Credibility Gap’

For Release: Thurs., Sept. 28, 1972

#y Ceorge Galtup

fopyright, 1972, Field Entorprises, Inc.

All rights ressrved. Republication in

whale or part strictly prohibited, except

with writtan cousent of the copyright
holders,

PRINCETON, N J Sepr. 27 - Al
thouph MoGovern's party  strategists
Pave sought tr mdke political capital
by aw ndung g credibility gap to Mixion,
the Prosident s seen as “more sincere
and beliesable™ than MeGovern by 2
O-to-2 inm g with the nation's voters.

Fven among MoGovern's own party
caernbors, many see Novon as the more
stwere amd believable” of the two
candndates,

In the case of young voters, 18.20
vears, on whom McGovera has pinned
high hopes, Nison wins by a sizable
margin on this issue.

A voans Fennsylvania attorney had
they to sdy abaat MoGovern: "I'm 2
Diereocrat, but § find it didicult g sup-
port McGovern. He started out like a
. boight on a winge charger bot he has
siwe succumbed to the disease which
atflicts most politivians -~ Lacking down
on peowonal convictions to gain votes.”

On the other hand, a middle aged
howsessfe commented: “Nison has not
bived up o ansthing he ever said -~ so
I noghe as well tabe 8 chance on the
other puy”

A student at an eastern college com-
mented. “McGevern changes his opin-
ion 3o mudh be is constantly contradict-

ing himself on every campaign issue —
he is trying to be something for every-
body.”

One who thinks McGovera is more
sincere and believable than Nixon is
a 2g.year ofd architect from Atlanta,
G “BMcGovern has demonstrated that
he is not about to be dictated to by the
power brokers. He says what he be-
lieves and 1 erust in Lim,”

Foltowing is the question asked and
the results:

W hivh candidate — Nixvon or Me-
Gorern — do you think is mere sin-
ceve, helievable?

Which Candidate More
Sincere, Helievable
M- Ne
Nixon Gorvern  Opin,
NATIONAL ... 59 20 21
Ch

o Yo %o
Whites ........ 62 17 21
Non-whites ... .. 24 52 24
Under 30 ..., .. 57 28 15
30-49 years ... 61 16 23
sC & over L., .. 57 19 24
Republicans ... 8% 5 10
Democrats ..., .. 38 37 25
Nixon backers .. 85 % 12
McGuovern
backers ... 6 65 2y

As the above table indicates, non-
whites are the only major population
group which cradits McGovern with
being more sincere or believable than
Nixon; they give McGovern a 2-t0-1
edge over Nixon on this question.

A total of 1534 adults, 18 and older,
were interviewed in person in this sur-
vey, which was conduct®l in moee than
joo  scientifically  selected  localities
across the nation during the period of
August 24-27.

The ‘Charisma’ Scale

Nixon not only scores better in the
matter of credibility but he also tops
the South Dakota senator in terms of
personal popularity,

To measuee the personal popularity
of a cndidate, the Gallup Poll em-
pioys a rating device known as the
Stapel Scale.

The Stapel Scale was first employed
in the election campaign of 1952 to
measure the public’s enthusiasm for
candidates apart from party considera-
tions and campaign issues.

This 1o-point attitude scale provides
a e of candidate “charisma’” and,
significantly, has pointed to the winner
in every presidential election of the
last two decades.

Findings, up to this point in the
1972 race, indicate that President
Nixon's personal popularity has re-
mained fairly constant in the three
presidential races in which he has en-
gaged, In tests to date, Senator Mc-
Guovern does appreciably better than
Goldwater in 1964, but slightly less
well than Humphrey in 1968,

The personal popularity of candi-
dates in elections since 1952 is reported
below, The figures represent the pez-
centage of those interviewed who give
the candidate the highest positive fat-

ing.
1972 Nixan  39.8%-~MGovern 23.4
1968 Nixon 37.5% —Humphrey 285
1964 Johnson 48.6% -—Goldwater 16.2
ro06e Kennedy 41,69, —Nixon 39.7
1946 Eisenhower $6.7%

Stevenson 33.8
1952 Fisenhower 47.2%

Stevenson 37.0
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MR, NIXON'S LEAD AMO

<
’ Aug, A s
19-25 LR

The President was runmng ahead of McGovern at the end of
August — with variations by education and rezion — and he
widened hus lead somewhat in a recheck in nud- September

NG 18-TO 24-YEAR-OLDS

@
Nixon 30 8 5 39 &1 : 70 48 32
McGovern | 46 48+ 42 54 541 29 - 48 43
Others i 2 * 3., 7 * 2 1
Undecided | 3 2 3 4. 4 * . 2 4

.

*tess than 1 per cent J

Deoualg Van Uyvke——Newsweek

The Youth Voie: Nixon's Ahead

emember the Youth Vote? Remember

those 25 million newly enfranchised
Americans aged 18 to 24 who, about a
yvear agn, were being ballvhooed as the
pomntial margin of victory in the 1972
election? No one really expects the
\Ollt}] vute to be decisive ANYmore—¢s-
pecially given the Idpsided laok of the
Pr(’sidmmal race. But the baitle to win
young votes is on in earuest—and could
produce surprising results.

Young voters are being recruited by
radio and signed up by registrars on
street corners and campnses and at pop
concerts.  Thousands of young people
have cudisied in this o that political
cause, millions have registered and plan
to cast their first vote this November,
But the eager harvesters of young votes
are heing confronted by two striking dis-
coveries—and neither offers much con-
solation to George McGovern, One of
them is that the 26th Amendment hus
produced no surge of youthful interest
in this year’s Presidential campaign: a
great many voung people, like their eld-
ers, are hored and disillusioned by the
whole aflair. And the second discovery
is that so far the 18- to 24-vear-olds, like
their clders, prefer Richard Nixon,

These are two of the principal findings
of a special poll commissioned by News-
week and conducted by The Gallup Or-
ganization. Based on a sample of 1,242
young people between the ages of 18
and 24, the survey discovered that Mr.
Nixon leads Senator McGovern by 50 to
46 per cent of those likely to vote. And
McGovern does uot secrn to be gaining
on the President; if anything, the trend
is the other way around. Part of the
poll’s original sample (the main inter-
views were held in late August) was re-

; r. The results:
Mr. Nixon had wiciened his lead 1o 52
per cent vs. 43 per cent for McGovern.
The shift itself was statistically insignifi-
cant—it fell within the survey’s margin of
error~but it was hardly good news for
the McGovern campaign.

Worse yet for McGovern, who has
been going all-out to register young vot-

18

ers, the Newsweex poll indicates that
the higher the youth turnout, the more
votes Mr. Nixon can expect to receive.
The survey holds other surprises as well.
Despite the fact that McGovern has
made character and credibility twin
themes of hLis campaign, only a fraction
of voung voters see him as a man of prin-
ciple and an almost equal number rate
him as an “opportunist.” While McGov-
ern scores higb on a number of supposed
“youth issues”—drugs, amnesty, women’s
rights and abortion~these issues are, rel-
atively unimportant to yvoung people
when it comes to picking a President.
Even Vietnam and the economy, which
are their main concerns, scem to count
for less than the general feeling of
“confidence” they have in Mr. Nixon's
Jeadership.

The poll results do offer some encour-
aging signs for McGovern. He is running
well ahead of Mr. Nixon among young
voters in two key areas of the country,
the East and the Midwest (see chart).
In the West, the two candidates are
neck-and-neck. Only in the South does
Mr. Nixon have an enormous lead—and
McGovern strategists have virtually writ-
ten off most of the South anmyway. If,
therefore, McGovern can strengthen and
mobilize his youth support in the North-
crn states, lns main targets for eléctoral
votes, then the youth vote could still
werk in his favor over-all-for whatever
that is worth, What's more, the poll
shows McGovern maintaining a strong
lead among Catholic youth (37 to 40
per cent) despite Mr. Nixon’s efforts to
attract the “ethnic” vote. Among Protes-
tants, the President has an even stronger
edge, however—63 to 34 per cent.

But the most disappointing phenome-
non among voung voters this year, from
the candidates’ point of view, is the de-
gree of apathy. “From what I've seen,
this is not the kind of year in which a
young person can be politically inspired,”
says Penn Kemble of Frontlash, a union-
supported registration drive. Vermont
college coed Janice Parkington, 19, is a
case in point. "People have been running

sy -*uvi; K g ¢ W LT 4 RS P en

- '\}
. 4 ?

E A i

2 >

i i

Eo ]

ot T g A 1 L TR gy s

¥

- sl

Stokell registering UCLA students: /

for President ever since 1 can remember,
saying the war is going to be over,” she
says. “It's been just words and more
words. Who am T to judge . . . P Accord-
ing to the Nrwsweex poll, 52 per cent
of all the eligible new voters already
have signed the rolls and another 17 per
cent say they are certain they will do so.
At the current level of interest, however,
only 48 per cent of all the newly en-
franchised young are likely to show up
at the polls, according to the Newsweex
survey. This would be well below the
average national turnout for all age
groups of 60-85 per cent in Presidential
elections.

Crimp? Perhaps most significant, young
pcopie are not as eager to pitch into the
campaign as the McGovern forces had
hoped. Compared with a similar News-
week poll in 1971, this vear’s survey indi-
cates a decline of around 10 percentage
points in the willingness of new voters
to work for a candidate or contribute
as little as $3 to his cause. This, even
more than a low youth vote turnout,
could put a crimp in the McGovern cam-
paign, which counts on energetic young-
sters to compensate for a lack of big mon-
ey. “McGovern is at the point where he
no longer is an indcpendent force in
American politics,” complains Barry Kell-
man of Evanston, Ill, who worked for
McGovern in the pnmary but now thinks
he may just go back to school. “He’s a lib-
eral force, but not a challenge to the sys-
tem. I still support him . . . but he isn't
going to take over the countrv ” Both
young people surveyed for the poll and
those interviewed by NEWSWEEK corre-
spondents around the country often men-
tioned the Eagleton affair as one of their

Newsweek
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radio spots and political barbecues

main sources of disillusionment. “It start-
ed when McGovern wouldnt stand up
for Eagleton. And when he changed his
propusal for welfare” said a 23-vear-old
graduate student in Massachusetts who
has deserted to Mr. Nixon. “He's trying
to woo too many groups and watering
down his policies.”
- As expected, the NEWSWEEK survey
hows a sharp division between young
'oters who have had at least some col-
ege education and those who haven't.
Perhaps most important is the fact that
he college group, although outnum-
ered by non-college vouth, appears to
e almost twice as likely to show up at
he polls in November., Among those with
t least some college background Me-
[Covern and President Nixon are now
ied with 48 per cent each; in the other
proup, the President pulls ahead 54 to 42,
Mr. Nixon's strong standing in the eol-
ege crowd has been a source of elation
o Nixon organizers, who feared that the
heer unfashionability of Nixon support
vould cost them votes on the campuses.
Peer pressure, that was the hardest
hing to break, but I think we've dene
t,” savs Gary Hunt, 23, executive direc-
or of Young Voters for the President in
Los Angeles, “Before, it was not popular
o be for the President: now it’s easier.”
Like their elders, the 18-10-24s named
ietnam and the economy as the two top
ssues w the campaign, In the Newswreg
urvey, 39 per cent named Victnam
s the national pioblem most important
b consider in sclecting a President. In
peond  place was the economy, cited
v 26 por cent. But terestimgly enongh,
lietnam does not come across as a phus
w George MeGovern, Roughly sinnlar

F‘molwr 2.1972

numhers of young poeple believe that
the President (36 per cent) and MeGon -
ern (33 per cent) would be best at
handling the war. Mr. Nixon has the
edge on dealing wizh the high cost of
living {24 per cent to 1) per cent), Lut
McCGovern is thonght more competent
{23 to 14 per cent) in the arca of jobs
and unemployment.  McCovern  als
comes over as most capable of dealing
with issues involviug the “youth culture”
~amuesty for drate evaders, the leadiza-
tion of pat, abortion and wemen’s rights,

But nne of the pell’s most provocative
aspeets iy the light 1o <sheds on ynimg
voters’ attitudes on supposed vouth i
sues. ar from being a wunified, Lleral
bloc on these questiuns, the voung tun
out to be middle-roaders. They divided
almast svenly on the lopalization of wu-
rijnana, took a dim view of amnesty (3}
to 40) and women's lib. (Significurily,
54 per cent of the voung women »ur-
veyed disagreed with women’s ib, as op-
posed to only 44 per cent of the men)
A 58 per cent majority tavored legalized
abortion, including 51 per cent of the
Catholics,

Confidence: Moreover, issues often do
not seem to have much eflect on younyg
people’s choice of a candidate. “I can’t
think just of myself,” expluins 18-year-ald
Maggie Smartt of lruston, whose per-
sonal convictions run to ending the wur,
legalizing marijuana and abortions (sh
happens to be eight mouths pregnavi—
and smgie), but who also plans te voie for
the President. “I have to think about the
majority,” she says. “Most of those peo-
ple won't need an abortion~and thevie
not going to sit around and smoke dope.
I guess I'm willing to muke {he sacrifice.”
Whatever their particular stands on the
issues, the majority of voung voters (by
32 to 37 per cent) simply has more con-
fidence in Richard Nixon than in Genvou
McGovern as the nation’s leader. “I'm
not crazy over Nixon,” says a 22-year-oid
California business school graduate. “It’s
just thut Le’s not done too bad.”

Mr. Nixon's appeal is clearly not based
on personality; less than 1 per cent of
the young people in the NEWSWEEK sai-
ple meutioned that as o reason for sup-
porting lLim. But the Tresident does
come across as clear-thinking and sin-
cere, albeit too much of a politician {30
per ceut {ault him on that score), Georye
McCGovern has a similar, moderately [a-
vorable personal profils. He is seen o3
more exciting, forward-locking and fair
~but also, on balance, as an extremist
prone to spap judgments, The most fas-
cinating contrast between the two men
is on the matter of sticking to principles.
Richurd Nixon, who hay executed dia-
matic—and  politicallv  advantageons—
turnalicuts in the field of foreign policy
and donestic economics, s praised by
33 per cent of the younu people as a
“man wha sticks to his principles.” Ounly
18 por cent have similer praise for Mo
Govern -and 16 per ceut take exactly
the opposite view, finding hin “too much
of an oppurtunist,”

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

rying fo caergize the vouth vete is a

project tor both Presidential cam-
paigns and o mix of non-partisan regis-
tration programs such as Fromtlash, foun-
dative-fauded First Vote and the Youth
Citizensings Fund, focused on minority
groups. Besides the wsual arruy of regis-
tration bootls on colleze campuses, these
group~ a1+ Llitzing parks, movie houses,
Beaches, 'urs, 1ock concerts and super-
marl es 1o get to non-colleee youth, In
San Froncivwen, California Student Vote is
distril ntise posters with a taunting chal-
lenge " Maybe they gave vou the right
lo vole Dhecunse they thouglt you'd nev-
er wse s Prove them wione!” In Chica-
g0, activist Rev, Jesse fackson has zeroed
i on bluck veuth with adio spots and
high-sc Lool assembly programs that end
with g Lnasbosant Jackson leading a
murch (o ihe neighborhood registration
center.

At ke Washington hewdquarters of
the Craruittee for the Re-election of the
Preside ut, vouth division director Ken
Rietz, 3! soould be satisfed to snare a
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haie 31 per cont of the youthind turnout.
fhe Buas a §1omithon budpet to wark with,
“The odds aie e our famvor uaw, " suvs
Rictz, who is an avseciate of Nison me-
dia capert Hany Treleaven, "Nobady be-
Levesd o tourteen months azo when we
wid that AMcGovern didn’t have  the
vorrh vote locked up People anichered
ot Ponrhed while we went shont build-
ine cnr organization” With 100 falltime
statioes, Young Voters for the Preadent
hus et up bianch offices m {7 states
ad aseparate eollege program in 4l 50
A spoaier’s burewr can call on the serv-
ices of 1500 under-30 spokesinen who
cmpliasize Mro Nixenrs ellorts 1o fight
drug addi itzon sl preserve the environ-
mient, his order barring draltecs fiom
service o Vietmam and his “peace” mis-
sionis 1o Moscow ad Peking,

Bl in some aeas where MeGovern
clearly dominates the vouth vote, the
Nivon strategy is appuwrently (o lic low
andd vob stir np wore inferest or registra-
tion. “We will thoroughly cuvvuss our
state and pick up voung voters the same
way we pick up all other voters,” says
Greg Gallagher, 35, executive director
of the eutire Nivou effort in \L.sm{lm-
selts, “There are 1o sps,cml appeals or
events Lor vouth planned.”

AMcGovern has no Hashy national vouth
operation, but youthful workers pxoudc
much of the obvions muscle for Lis en-
tire campaign—and the yeouth vote re-
maits o« prime goal, Expectations have
been smmﬁmntlv scaled down since last
vear, however, when top strategist Fred
Datton laid claim to a 13 mithen edge
among vew voters. \What registration di-
rector Anne Wesler wants now i merely
2 miltion more than the President gets,
“Numbers,” she says, “aren’t ncarly as
important as wheiwe the votes are cast,
angd they’ll be in New York, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and Califomia.”

Volunteers: To gain that advauiage,
MeGovern has budgeted $1.2  million
For all \'nmr registration and  ancther
5156000 especially for organizing young
people. By canvassing every collew cam-
pus in the country, the MeGovern forces
also eapect to sign up enough reinvigor-
ated voluuteers to put close to 30000
wnvissers into  weighborhood  streets
every oo kend this mu “They ve forgot-
ten what Nixon has done for tour years,”
savs Greg Stokell, 20, of Los Angcles,
a veteran MeGovern worker, “All yon
have to do is show them the facts, things
like hent State and Agnew's dmges
about swidents bemg bums and his attacks
on e press and cffete intellectuals”

Ol canpus, MceGovern organizeis are
appealing to blue-collar youth by leaf-
leting tactory gates and shopping centers.,
The stivss is onn bread-and-butter isnes
{"1f vou have a Hictime of work ahiead of
vou,” <avs one handbill, “this year vou
can o something to make it safe™), and
the styvle is supposed to be sedate. “If I
go up to East Texas with cut-offs, Llennis
shoes, a T shirt and no bra, it’s toush o
relile lo those people,” says Jeralyn
Mardis, 22, who works for McGovern in
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Mardis: Somelimes a pantsuit

Houston. “So I have to make a few con-
cessions, like putting ow a nice pair of
shacks ora pantsuit. Aftor all, I'm expect-
ing a few concessions from them also.”

In a sense, the Jer Mardises and the
thouswids of other young people who
have been drawn actively into the polit-
ical provess this vear are more important
than the over-all statistics of any poll or
perhaps even the final fizures on how
voung people actually vote in November.
For despite the disillusionments among
voung vuters this year, despite the dis-
appointments to some in the currently
projected turnout, young people have
enlisted in this Presidential campaign in
greater munbers than in any previous
one. Young people have been incorpor-
ated into the nation’s po?itica] process this
yvear at nearly every level, and however
the 1972 vouth vote ultimately turns
out, this will be remembered as the first
year that it made itself {elt.
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PRIMARIES:
Two-Time Loser
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Jolin j. Heoney List June w0 Denso
cratic: pumany so dranglt with imrega
Laridies  at the polls that the comt

ordered a rerun (Npwsuiia, Sepl, 18)
Elued, the cnervetie haral <iid he wae
now suie to win the trnoph that, he
misisicd, Tial heen stolen from him the
first time. 3o dsdn’t work ont that way
Lovwenstein fost last week’s rematch by
2415 votes—and reludtanthy threw in
the towel His name will stll appear on
the November ballot, as the nominee of
the small Liberal Party. Bul the 43 ear-
old formwr congressman—he was gerry-
muandered out of another seut on Long
Island in 1970—seemed stvmied in his
latest eftort to find himself a new politi-
cal foothold.

POLITICAL COMMERCIALS:
On the Spot

Every Presidential election year, the
nation’s TV screens become showcases
for the salesinanship of the latter-day
wizards of American politics—the creators
of spot commercials for the candidates.
Last week, the Republican and Demo-
cratic media men began displaying their
expensive mini-dramas for 1972—and the
outlines of the TV strategies concocted
by the Nixon and the McGovermn camps
began to come clear.

The Nixon side opened its campaign
by brotting out the President’s own Dem-
ocratic defector, former Treasury Secre-
tary John B. Connally, In a blunt, five-
minute commercial that was spotted in
the prime-thne afterglow of “Marcus
Welby, M.D.,” Connally lashed out at
George McGoverns call for cuts in de-
fense spending and urged Democrats to
har the South Dakotan from the ranks of
such Presidential heroes as Franklin Roo-
sevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhiow-
or, John Keunedy and Lyndon Johnson,

Connally’s attack was part of a careful
Republican strategy of brandishing the

Texan's Democrats for Nixon organization

as the cutting e¢dge of the Nivon televi-
sion campaign. Whenever there is an at-
tack on McGovern to be made, according
to present pluns, the Democrats for Nix-
on will do it, Two even sharper anti-Me-
Govern commercials are scheduled for
airing over the next few weeks. One spot
shows a poster of the South Dakota sen-~
ator spinning in dizzy, 180-degree turns
while a narrator ticks off contradictory
MceGovern stands on campaign  issues.
The second lays out squadrons of “toy
planes, ranxs of toy soldiers and a
Heet of toy warships on a tabletop. As
the narrator recites Senator McCovern's
proposal for cutting back on defense
spending, an arm appears and knocks a

Newsweek
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And from UPI:
A national poll shows RN has increased his margin over McG
by 11 points for a 62-23 lead, Time said., The mag says "if the
election were held today, McG would join those WH aspirants buried
under the country's historic landslides -- Clay, Parker, Cox, Landon,
and of course, Goldwater,"

And Newsweek has a_Gallup poll w/RN leading 52-43 among youth,
It was 50-46 in Aug. College youth are 53-40 McG but non-college,

2 times the college population, favor RN by 49-34....The Star’'s
Spencer says there is plenty of evidence to show neither party can
count on the youth vote, "but it seems remarkable that significant
numbers of young people are angry and puzzled by the Dem party and
McG." The anger and resentment boils down to the fact that the "little
guy' feels he's stuck in a corner, doing a job he doesn't like and that
he'll never be any different. The main dividing line among youth,
stems from who went to college and who didn't, And it's the blue-
collar youth who feels particularly put upon and is the one who wonders
"who'is on my side?'" If VN is mentioned, they often attack McG's
amnesty, If it's welfare, they talk about giving money away to those
who won't work. If it's the economy, they respond that firms are only
hiring blacks. Reporter says the answers are almost always negative
and w/one theme: '"The blue-collar workers feel they are the ones who
will have to bear the burden in taxes, lost jobs, further loss of control
over their own lives, ' and neither candidate has said anything thus far
to make them feel important.

CBS w/6 minutes on active, unprecedented pursuit of youth vote
by both sides. Arguing of RN-McG supporters over VN and respective
chances of aspirants was focused. YVP's Rietz said young have come
to understand what RN has done and thus the support. Anne Wexler
followed by saying what a candidate means to voter will turn youth to
McG Nov. 7. From the start, said reporter Kilpatrick, McG has
relied on youth, seen a plurality as likely but polls show otherwise,
especially among non-college but, he pointed, more registration has
occurred among pro-McG collegians.

Vote registration group, Frontlash, financed by labor, says many
blue collar youth are unenthusiastic. Clip of college student singing
song to McG followed by '"Nixon Now' song over clip of YVP hq. in
DC where the highly organized crew says they want to surprise those
expecting to see RN HQ staffed by little old ladies in tennies.
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For Release: Monday, Sept. 25, 1972

Judging from Experience Since 1930’s

Nixon’s Wide Lead Over McGovern
Could Vanish Before Election Day

By George Gallup
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holders.

PRISUETON N jedSept. 24 — Poli-
ez evpetienee Zained s presnlentiad
clactions since the 1039's indicares that
thie prosent wide lead of Nixon
avee Moo i the curreat press
denial race wuld vansh before elec-
hon day.

Tius as particalarly true when the
man trailing in che polls is the candi-
date of the majority party -— the Dem-
ocratic party. Inthe final weeks of a
‘\Jél,;;“”('!‘ |)|ﬂl\‘\' volers \\h\) hﬂ\'f Pre-
vt telt they would vote for the
candidare of the opposing party have
scoond thuughts and return to their
Labuiual votng behavior: ths s des-
unbed as the “return-to-the-fold” fac-
tor. And manv of the “don’t knows”
= thne who have not made up their
ety simlaely return to their cus
tofaad ¥ voting patteny.

Humphiey Far Behird
In Early Neptember, BN

Atrer terinoil of the Democratic
covention 1908, Hubere Humphrey
started aut far befund Richard Nixon
i an carly September survey, Nixon
Teld a2 grey lead ovee Humphrey.
However, Hu.'npl.rry made dramatic
gams dwnng Ocwober and euly No-
vewsher, o dovuinented by the Gal-
bup Polt and came within [)m percent-
wie ot of winning a plutality of the
'1.|-n!4n Yute,

fre easly September of 1948, Thomas

Dewey held a substantial lead over his
Democratic rival, Harry Truman. Al-
though the Gallup Poll reported con-
stant gains for Truman during the en-
suing weeks, polling was discontinued
about three weeks before the election
on the incotrect assumption that a can-
didate with a sizable lead late in the
campaign will maintiin the lead. The
election figures showed Truman over-
taking Dewey, having gained nine per-
centage points since early September.
‘Return-to-Fold® Factor
Operates in Many Campairns

The “return-to-the-fold” factor oper-
ates i many presidential campaigns —
in fact, it has occurred in five of the
eight presidential campaigns covered by
the Gailup Poll since 1940 inclusive.

The followiny table shows the change
in the vote for the losing candidate he-
tween the beginning of the campaign
i carly September, as recorded in trial
heats. and the actual election returns
s November:

Change in Vote for Trailing
Candidate Between Early
Sept. & Election
1968 (Humphrey) :—gained 1o points
1964 (Goldwater) :=—gained 8 points

1960 (Nixon):—gained 1 point
1956 {Stevenson) :—lost 2 points
1952 (Stevenson):—gained 3 points
1948 (Truman):—gained 9 points
1944 (Dewe -lost 2 points

1940 (Willkie) i~no change

If the "return-to-the-fold" factor were
to operate this year, McGovern would
stand to pick up considerable strength
in the closing, weeks of this year’s cam-
paign — particularly in view of this
year's record Democratic defection.

‘Soft Vuote’ of Defectors
— Possible McGovern Gain?

Not only does the past trial heat
history, as recorded by Gallup sueveys,
offer evidence that the gap between
the major party andidates can close,
but internal evidence from a recent
survey gives further indication that this
could happen in the current race.

All Demaocratic defectors in the sur-
vey — that is, tcgistercd voters who
describe themselves as Democrats but
currently prefec Nixon — were asked
two questions to determine whether
their choice is “hard” that is, solidly
for Nixon — or "soft":

How sirongly do you feel about
your choice — would you say you
are almost certan to vote for bim,
or do you think you may change your
mind and vote for the other man?

Do vou feel the candidate yon
now faver would be much better than
the other man, or do you feel that it
probubly wouldi't make much differ.

\ ence one way or the other who wins?

Analysis of the results of both ques-
tions reveals that roughly half of the
vote of Democrats who currently favor

Nixon could be described as “soft.””
It is among Democratic defectors who
admit they might switch from Nixon,
representing about one voter in seven
amonyg all registered voters (or 15 per
cent of the clectorate), where the “re-
turn-to-the-fold” factor would be most
likely to operate.

Decades of Polling Show
No ‘Bandwagon’ Movement

The evidence from many years of
polling, not only in this country but
abroad, negates the claims of a “band-
wagon” movenent.  Muore often it is
the candidate who is shown to be lag-
ging behind who picks up strength
during the course of an election.

There are two reasons for this. Typi-
cally, the underdog candidate is not so
well identified in the public’s mind as
the candidate who is ahead in the polls,
nor are his views so well known. The
campaign gives him an opportunity to
overcome this handicap.

Secondly, in the cousse of presenting
his case scores of times, the underdog
eventually discovers the arguments that
arouse the greatest interest and enthus-
fasm.,

Unforeseen Events
Can Change Dicture

Uinforeseen events can  sometimes
turn victory into defeat. Tt will be recall-
ed that within the last ten days of the

1956 campaign, two significant everits
took place: The Suez crisis and the
Hungarian revolt.  The public *ad
mose faith in Fisenhower's abihry to
handle thede crisis situations than ia
Stevenson's.  The result was that scine
two and one-half million voters switch-

ed to Fisenhower,

The important point, howcver, is
that if the standings had been reversed,
and Stevenson had been abiead befare
these events, he might well have been
defeated.

Polls Do Not
‘Predict’

Contrary to the view of many poll
followers, election surveys are not i
tended to “predict” what will happen
on election day. Polls can report senc.-
ment only as of the time tley are tager.
They are a “snapshot” of opinion zs
of the time of interviewing. By
ing several readings during the coure
of a campaign, polls can chart the trend
of sentiment— they can reflect the pub-
lic's views as of a given time.

‘This is the chief reason why repurahle
polls ask those interviewed how they
would vote if the clection were beinz
held today. Persons who paricirate
in these surveys can answer this with
out hesitation, Bat ask them Low they
hink they will vote a month from now,
and they cannot, in many cases, answer

except to say: "It all depends.”
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Blacks Solidly in MeGovern Camp Despite

Shift Among Oth

By George Gallup
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PRINCYTON. N [, Stpr. 21 — Al
tron stedr traditionaily Democravic
blors as Catt ules and maounal
2 ¢ rent prefer President
N av nator George McGovern
i the presidential race. the nation's
blacks reman solidly In the McGavern
camp, by a ratio of more than 4to-1.

[ addition. while a steady decline
in suppare for McGavern has been re-
‘ A up o dhas point among normally
pogrroupa, only ashphit Joss
rt for MuGovern 15 found
¢ natioan's blacks,

Actually, blacks preferred both Sen.
Hubert Humphrey and Sen. Edward
Kennedy over MuGovern during the
early primary period this spring.  But
M. Goave 'hwc}‘ucmly picked up sup-

acks and won their fuil
¢ when e becaine the party’s
od bearer in July,

Cyrrent Black Vete
Same as in Elections
The support blacks currently give
McGevern nearly matches the average
vore they have given Demaocratic can-
dideres 1 natianal clections since 1952,
It rhe current undecided vote among
blacks (% per cent) is allocated equally

to both candidates, the current division
is 79 }»er cent for McGovern and 21 per
cent for Nixon.

The vote of blacks for the Demo-
cratic candidate in the last five elections
averages 77 per cont.  The follow-
ing table shaws the Jatest figure, based
Of et surveys, uun}wm‘cd to the vote
of blacks in the previous five president-
ial elections:

Vote of Blacks
For Democratl

Latest surveys ..., ..., 79%
1968 clection 8s
1964 - 94
1960 ., . 08
1086 ... G
152 79

Note: Vote of blacks in elections is
based an Gallup survey data,

Differences by Groups
Are Not Pronpunced

The trial lcat preferences among
blacks differ hitle in terms of bhack-
ground characteristics.

For example. little difference in presi-
demtial preferences among blacks s
found on the basis of age. sex, or og-
cupation.

However, some slight differences do
emerge.  Those most inclined to favor
McGovern are higher income blacks,
those with a high school education or
mwre, persons’ whe five outside the
Scuth and those who live in the larg
est cities.

er Democratic G

The following table shows the results
by groups:
MeG. Nixon Usndec.
% o %
8

Blacks, nationwide . 75 17
Under 40 years . ... 76 14 10
40 and over ..., .. 74 18 8
Men .. .. .2 18 10
Waomen ... .76 15 9
Manval workers ... 74 4] 10
Alt other occuyr. ... 75 17 8
§6,000 income
&over ......... 79 14 7
tnder 36,000 ... 72 16 12
e
HS. and more ... 80 0 10
Less than HS. ..., 0 21 9
Northern ..., .. 78 14 S
Southern ..., ... b 20 9

1,000.000 Pop,
&over ... ..., B2 7 T
Under 1,000,000 ... 71 21 R

The findings reported today are bas-
ed on a sample of 404 registered biacks
out of a total sample of 4260 registered
voters, interviewed in person during
the period July 14-August 28.

These questions were asked:

If the presidential election were
being held today, which candidate
would you vore for — McGovern
the Democvat, or Nixon. the Repubii-
can? 1f wndecided: As of today, do
you lean more to McGovern or to
Nixon?

FOups

For Release Upon Recel,

INTEREST LAGGING
IN 1972 CAMPAIGN

PRINCETON, N. J, Sept. 00 — Voter in‘erest in the forthioming
November elecrions is lagging as compared with interest at this
same time in the 1988 presidential campasign.

In the latest survey lconduded in late Augus), half of all persons
interviewed, 50 per cent, said they have given “a lo! of tnought to
the coming elections” compared 1o 58 per cent at this time in the
J968 race, when Richard Nixon, Semator Hubert Humphray and
George Wallace were vying for the presidency.

Young adulfs, under 30, inditste somowhat less interest than
do their clders, with 44 per cent saying they have given a ot of
thought to the elactions. Rowecver, this is & slightly better rerord
than in 1958 when 38 per cent of yaung parsors expressed 3 great
deal of interest.

The question and resulis foliow:

How much though! have you given to the coming Movem-
ber elections — quite a lot or only a little?

1972 1968
Quite a ot . 506y 589
Sorme ... .17 15
Little .. 1 22
None ... 5 4
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THE WHITE HOUSE Kq

WASHINGTON

September 13, 1972 V/
MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN S
SUBJECT : Gallup Surveys

You asked whether the Gallup Organization would confirm
or deny the rumor from the Leadership Meeting yesterday
that a recent Gallup poll showed the President with

a 40% lead.

Neither John Davies nor George Gallup, Jr. returned
my calls. However, Tom Benham reached Alec Gallup
late last night, Benham reports:

1) Alec Gallup would neither confirm nor deny the
rumor of a 40% lead. Gallup did not indicate by hesi-
tation or in any other way that he had such data in a
long conversation with Benham;

2) Concerning the Gallup release last Sunday that
"30% of the vote for either candidate can be considered
'soft'", Benham's discussion with Alec Gallup indicates
that Gallup Surveys is Jjust "taking out insurance by
saying the race isn't decided". Alec Gallup told Benham
that in all follow-up questions the support for the
President remained constantly strong. Although he would
not give Benham the exact questions, Gallup did ask
"believability" and "scalometer" questions to test the
President's support. "Every measure that they (Gallup)
use confirms every other one.”

3) Alec Gallup suspects that Harris has a recent
trial heat that is "too Republican" and so doesn't want
to report it.

4) When Banham asked Alec Gallup when they would do
their next survey, he said "Well, maybe not for two weeks".
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GALLUP

PRINCETON, N.J. (AP)-A SURVEY OF 221 YOUNG VOTERS SHOWS &1 PER
CENT FAVORING PRESIDENT NIXON TO 38 PER CENT FOR SEN. GEORGE
MCGOVERN, ACCORDING TO THE LATEST GALLUP POLL.

THE POLL--TAKEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION AND
RELEASED SUNDAY--SHOWED MARKEDLY DIFFERENT RESULTS FROM A SURVEY IN
EARLY AUGUST THAT HAD MCGOVERN LEADING NIXON AMONG REGISTERED VOTERS
UNDER 3% YEARS OLD BY 48 PER CENT TO 41 PER CENT,

THE MCGOVERN CAMPAIGN HAS COUNTED HEAVILY ON PICKING UP STRONG
SUPPORT AMONG THE UNDER-33S, PARTICULARLY THE 18- TO 21-YEAR=-OLDS
VOTING FOR THE FIRST TIME.

MCGOVERN PROMPTLY TOLD A CROWD IN ESPANOLA, N.YM., "I DON'T BELIEVE
THE POLL."

THE GALLUP ORGANIZATION NOTED THAT THE SAMPLE OF 221 PERSONS WAS
ABOUT ONE-SIXTH THE SIZE OF THE CUSTOMARY NATIONAL SAMPLE.

THE 221 WERE PART OF A GROUP OF 1,283 REGISTERED VOTERS OF ALL
AGES WHO WERE ASKED: "IF THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WERE BEING HELD
TODAY, WHICH CANDIDATE WOULD YOU VOTE FOR--NIXON THE REPUBLICAN OR
MCGOVERN THE DEMOCRAT?"

THE SURVEY FOUND SOME RESPONDENTS STILL UNDECIDED BUT REGISTERED
OTHER NEW GAINS FOR THE INCUMBENT.

MANUAL WORKERS FAVORED NIXON QOVER MCGOVERN 64 PER CENT TO 28 PER
CENT. IN THK PREVIOUS GALLUP POLL, NIXON LED 4% TO 35.

NIXON LEADS 62 TO 29 PER CENT AMONG CATHOLICS, ACCORDING TO THE
LATEST POLL. PREVIOUSLY HE LED 43 TO 42,

LABOR UNION MEMBERS CHOSE NIXON §1 TO 3@, COMPARED WITH A 48 TO 42
PER CENT EDGE IN THE PREVIOUS POLL.

PD1139AED 11
~— -




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
N

Dates 8/261/75
TOs H.R. HALDEMAN

FROM: GORDON STRACHAN

John Davies at Gallup had the
attached comparison of the de-
tailed demographics of the
Nixon-McGovern trial heats
prepared.

The April 21-24 was the first
Nixon-McGovern trial heat ac-
cording to John Davies,

The demogranhics for the July
14-17 poll are not ava}%;ble )

yet. = ‘ upp—f’ﬁ
7 7 Y i
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National

Men
Wanen

White
Non-white

College
High School
Grade School

Prof. & Bus.
¥hite Collar
Farmers
Manual

18~20 years

“21=28 years

30~-49 years
B)g over

Protestant
Catholic
Jewish

Republican
Democrat
Irdeperdent

Fast
Midwest
South
West

$15,000 & over
$10,000-$14,999
$7,000-59,999
$5,000-$6,999
$3,000-%$4,999
Under $3,000

1,000,000 & over
500,000-999,399
50,000~499,999
2,500-49,999

June 16-19, 1972

Nix. MG,
$ % $

54 37 9

55 36 9
52 37 1

56 34 10
27 62 11

55 39 6
54 36 10
52 36 12

56 38 6
57 39 4
75 20 5
49 38 13
44 55 1
37 53 10
56 34 10
57 32 11
61 30 9
46 32 12
X X X
87 7 6
33 54 13
53 37 10

64 31 5
54 38 8
52 36 12
44 39 17
51 38 11
49 38 13

40 52 8
59 32 9
53 37 10
55 35. 10

Under 2,500, Rural 62 27 11

Urd.

Trial Heats

May 26-29, 1972

Nix. McG.
% % %

53 34 11

52 35 10
53 33 14

Und.

April 28-May 1, 1972 April 21-24,

Nix. Und. Nix. MG,

3
49

McG.

]
39

3
12

13
11

12
12

%
53

%

34

1972
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CBS w/clip of McG statement, again followed by applause. Mills on CBS:
film said he had never talked w/McG about it. Asked if he would consider,
Mills said, "I don't know whether he would offer it. If he did, I'd have to
pass judgment on it at that time, There's a lot of water to go under the
bridge before that happens.' CBS said the Chrm. was cool to the idea but
would weigh it if McG is elected, which Mills said he hopes will happen....
NBC noted the conservative said idea was '""all news to him, ' but held
consider.

Sevareid said US tax system is based on idea that collecting capital
is the goal. Oil wells and tractors become depleted and depreciated but
no such provision for people. Eric said a proposal of his to reverse human
nature never got out of Ways and Means, McG plan's biggest danger now
isn't credibility gap, but '"attention gap.' His program risks oblivion as
it's one of a challenger to an incumbent in the WH and that's where the effort
to push thewther fellow's proposals to oblivion is a highly developed game
played in back rooms of WH, Sevareid recalled how under Ike announcements
of new programs were held up til his vacations and then released about every
9 holes to make it appear that Tke was working all the time.

Sevareid noted that Monday McG had said his books were open to GAO --
but RN announced draft's end and Post Office said no postage hike. Tuesday
McG's tax proposal bumped heads w/RN's withdrawal statement and denial
of auto price rise. The headlines and broadcasts will tell what happened at
"attention gap, " said Sevareid and it may be hard to say if proposals were
pushed over the side or fell on their own, [Clearly neither happened on CBS
where 8:00 McG lead was followed by :25 RZ w/drawals and 1:05 RN
conference. Also 1:50 on car prices. But add 2:20 Sevareid to McG's
8:00 lead and one wonders who has the attention problem on CBS. ]

"Lagging in the polls, ' says UPI, "McG made a bold attempt to remove
'radicalism!' taint, modifying his controversial welfare plan and naming
a fiscal conservative as lst choice for Treas., Secy.'" And a UPI analysis
says the new proposal bears more similarities than differences to RN's FAP,

MORE ON McG AND DEMS

At opening of LA Jewish Dems for RN, Jimmy Roosevelt said I\JjIcG lacks
the stature to hold the presidency. ...Chi Sun Times notes that Gallup officials
say McG is losing more Dem votes than any other candidate has ever lost
from his own party, and if McG gets back half of defectors, he'll cut RN's
margin from 26 to 14%, It's noted RN is getting 58% of manual labor vote
and 537 of Cath vote; furthcr, McG is winning only 15% of whites over 30.



The Gallup Poll

For Release: Sunday, Sept. 17, 1972

Views of Nixon, McGovern Supporters Similar

Few Want Wage-Price Controls Removed,
But Criticism of Application is Widespread

By George Gallup

Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

All rights reserved. Republication in

whale or part strictly prohibited, except

with writien consent of the copyright
holders,

PRINCITON, N. ], Spt. 16 — Al
thoush widespread dissatisfaction with
the apphication of wageprice controls
continices to exist, only 8 very small
propattion of the electorate favor re-
maoving them entirely.

Views on wage-price controls are of
great politcal significance i the pre-
sent election campaign.  Every Gallap
indicator shows the cconomy to be the
auirbes one dumestic worry of the US,
clatorate. with “chedking the high cost
of living” named mast frequently by
voters as the domestic issue of most
importance in determining how they
would vote if the election were being
held at this time,

e Demacratic Party Platform calls
fur the elunination of “the wunfair
bureaucratic Nixon wage and price con-
teals © while the Republican Party Plat-
fornt calls for the removal of all con-
treds omee the economic distortions . . .
are removed.”

Only 8 Per Cent Want
Controls Removed

The current survey shows public opin-
fon leaning heavily to the side that
wageprce controls should be made
“more strict” (45 per cent hold this
view) rather than “less strict” (13 per

cent say this). Twenty-nine per cent
think they are all right as they are now.

Nine per cent of persons in the sar-
vey favor taking off contrals entire.
ly, or roughly ong-half of those who
say controls should be made Jess strict.

While three persons in ten {29 per
cent) express satisfaction with the way
wage-price controls are presently being
applied, twice as many (6o per cent)
indicate dissatisfaction — that is, say
either that controls are not strict enough
or that they are too strict.

McGovern, Nixon Backers
Haold Comparabli Opinions

The views of McGovern and Nixon
supporters are clasely comparable, al-
though those who favor McGovern are
slightly more inclined to say controls
should be less strict than are persons
who back Mixon,

Forty-three per cent of McGovem
supporters would like to see controls

made more sfrict, as opposed to 19 per
cent who say less strict. Twenty-four
per cent say they should be kept as they
are now,

Approximately half, 49 per cent, of
Nixon supporters think controls should
be more sirict, compared to 12 per cent
who say less strict and 31 Eﬂ cent whe
feel that they should be kept as they
are at preseat.

Little difference in apinions is found
on the basis of region of the country,
income level or occupation group.

Of particular interest is the fact that
labor union families hold views closely

comparable ta those of non-unjon fam.:

ilies. although labor leaders hayve been
sharply critical of President Nixon's
economic policies.

Consistent with
Earlier Findings

Today's sutvey results are consistent
with earlier findings recorded in sur-

veys taken since President Nixon an-
aounced his new economic program on
August 15 of last year.

These findings have shown the Amer-
ican people — both union and non-uni-
on — ta be in favor of some form of
controls, and sizable propottions will-
ing to accept more rather than less
strict controls.

President Nixon's August 15 an-
nouncement last year came at a time
when public support for wage-price
controls had reached its highest record-
ed point since the Korean war.

Detnils of
Survey

A total of v534 adults, 18 and older,
were interviewed in person in this sur-
vey, which was conducted in more than
300 scientifically sclected  localities
actoss the nation during the period

August 24-27. Following is the ques. |

tion asked and the results:

Do you think wage-price  controlt
shauld he made more strict, leo
strict, or ke Pt about as they ate now?

Wage-Price Controls
8hould Be , , .,

More strict ... 455
Less strict ..., ci..vne 33
Keptasnow ........... 29
No opinion ........... 11
root;

The latest results show a shight de.
cline from the previous survey in March
in the prapostion of people who say
controls should be made “more strict,”
Following is the trend:

More Less  About Nu

Strict Steict Same  Opin.
e “o e <
LATEST 45 15 29 11
March .. 53 13 25 9
January . 48 Tt 29 12
November 38 15 37 10

v



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

September 12, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN S
SUBJECT: Gallup Survey - September 14

Affhched -

Gallup's Survewy} headlined "Five Million McGovern Backers
Willing to Work in His Campaign", deserves some analysis.
Based on the figures given in the release, about 30,000,000
voters support McGovern. The 15% who say they plan to work
for McGovern total 4,500,000, which Gallup rounds off to

"5 Million". The President has approximately 64,000,000
supporters. The 8% who plan to work for him totals
5,120,000, There is no mention of the 5 Million people

who would work for the President in the Gallup release.

Discussion with Tom Benham about the release indicates
that he believes Gallup wants to appear non-partisan,
and so has reached for something positive to say about
McGovern.

However, it would seem appropriate, without destroying

any sources of information from Gallup, to have MacGregor

call George Gallup, Sr. and complain about the obvious

bias in this story. The attached memorandum for your -
signature to MacGregor will give him the back-up information.(ﬁ“”g



The Galiup Poll

For Release: Thurs., Sept. 14, 1972

Five Million McGovern Backers
Willing to W ork in His Campaign

By George Gallup

Copyright, 1972,
Field Enterprises, Inc.

PRINCETON, N. ], Sept. 13 — If
the McGovern forces can recruit only
a small percentage of the people who
today profess interest in working i the
Democratic  presidential campaicn, a
huge army of volunteers could be as-
sembled.

According to the most recent Gallup
survey, 15 per cent of registered veters
who currently prefer McGovern over
Nixon say they plan to work in the
Democratic campaign. Translated into
millions of people, this represents nearly
five million potential volunteers.

The percentage planning to work
in the Democratic campaign is twice
the proportion interested in volun:eer-
ing tor the Republicans. Eight per
cent of voters who today prefer Nixon
over McGovern say they would be
willing to take an active role in the
campaign.

Persons interested in working for
either the Democrats or Republizans
have similac  socio-economic  char-
acteristics — most are college-trained,
upper income, work in business or the
pofessions and live in the suburbs. Of
those under 30 interested in working,
McGovern and the Democrats hoid a
significant edge over Nixon and the
GOP.

Since a difference exists between a
person’s interest in working in 2 cam-
paign and the likelihood that he will
actually do so, the survey question asked
whether he planned to wock in order to
elicit a firmer expression of intentan,

Vast Revenue Potential
At Grass Roots Level

While presidential  campaigns  are
traditionally financed by proceeds from
fund raising dinners and majur con-
tributors, the current survey reveals that
a staggering revenue potential current-
ly exists at the grass roots level - - bith
for the Republicans and the Democrats.

This finding could be particulacly
significant to the McGovern campa:on
organization, which has a large debt
and has publicly appealed  for ane
miltion Americans to donate a simall
sum of mouney to the campaign chest.

The survey finds that nearly half of
the voters who today support Sen. Mc-
Govern  (about 15 million voters)
say they would donate $5 to the Dem-
ocratic coffers. A sizable, but smaller,
proportion of those persoas supporting
President Nixon's bid for re-election,
say they would be willing to donate $5
to the GOP campaign fund.

For this survey, a total of 1534 adults
18 years of age and oldec were inter-
viewed in more than 300 scientifically
selected locations across the nation Aug.
24-27. These questions were asked:

Do you, yourself, plan to do any
work for a party or a candidate in
this election campaign? For which
party? If you were asked, would you
contrihute 85 1o the campaign fund
of the political party you prefer?
The tables follow:

Plan to Work
In Campaign?
Yes No

%
McGovern backers .. 15 85
Nixon backers ...... 8

Donate $5 to Campaign

Yes No

% o

McGovern backers . ... 47 53
Nixon backers ...... 44 56
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September 12, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR CLARK MaeGREGOR
FROM s H.R. HALDEMAN

Below are some interesting calculations based on Thursday's Gallup
release, (Attached)

1) Based on the August 24-27 Gallup poll (64-30-4), 64, 009, 000
people support the President. 8% of 64 million "Nixon Backers"
is 5,120,000, The President has more than “Five Million Backers
Willing to Work in Fis Campaiga™,

2) MeCoveran has 30 millics backers, 15% is 4,500, 000, whe
say they plan to work for MeGovern, ‘
Not only has Gallup failed to mention that the President has more
than § million workers, but he exaggerates MeGovern's 4.5 million.

to retain his nonepartisan credibility, this release actuslly distorts the

facts,

WMQWMBM&M;&MMh
George Callup to set the rocord straight on this.

HRH:GS:jb:LHspm




™ The GaEEup Poll For Release: Thurs., Sept. 14, 1972

- Five Million McGovern Backers
VWilling to Work in His Campaign

f

By George Gallup

Copyright, 1972,
Fiold Enterprises, Inc.

PRINCETON, N. ], Sept. 13 — I
the McGovern forces can recruit only
a small percentage of the people who
today profess interest in working in the
Democratic presidential campaign. a
huge army of volunteers couid be as-
sembled.

According to the most recent Gallup
survey, 13 per cent of registered voters
who cutrently prefer McGovern over
Nixon say they plan to work in the
Democratic campaign. Translated into
millions of people, this represents nearly
five million potential volunteers.

The percentage planning to work
in the Democratic campaign is twice
the proportion interested in volunteer-
ing for the Republicans. Fight per
cenit of voters who today prefer Nixon
over McGovern say they would be
willing to take an active role in the
campaign.

Persons interested in working for
cither the Democrats or Republicans
have similar socio-economic  char-
acteristics ~- most are college-trained,
upper income, work in business or the
professions and live in the suburbs. Of
those under 30 interested in working,
McGovern and the Democrats hold a
significant edge over Nixon and the
GOP.

Since a difference exists between a
pesson’s intcrest in working in a cam-
paign and the likelihood that he will
actually do so. the sarvey question asked
whether he plamned to work in order to
elicit a fiemer expression of intention.

Vast Revenue Potential
At Grass Roots Level

While presidential campaigns  are
traditionally financed by proceeds from
fund raising disners and major con-
tributors, the current survey teveals that
a staggering revenue potential current-
Iy exists at the grass roots level — both
for the Republicans and the Demeocrats.

This finding could be partculacly
significant to the McGovern campaign
organization, which has a large debt
and has publicly appealed for one
million Americans to donate a small
surn of mouey to the campaign chest,

-

The survey finds that pearly half of
the voters who today support Sen. Mc-
Govern (about 15 million voters)
say they would donate $5 to the Dem-
ocratic coffers. A sizable, but smaller,
proportion of those persons supporting
President Nixon's bid for re-election,
say they would be willing to donate $5
to the GOP campaign fund.

For this survey, a total of 1534 adults
18 years of age and older were inter-
viewed in more than 300 scientifically
selected Jocations across the nation Aug.
24-27. These questions were asked:

Do you, yourself. plan to do any
work for a party or 4 vandidate in
this election campaign? For which
party? If you were asked, would you
contribate 85 1o the campaign fund
of the political party you prefer?

The tables follow:

Plan to Work
In Campaign?

Yes  No

% %

McGovern backers ... 15 85
Nixon backers ....... 8 o2

Donate 35 to Campaign

Yes  No

% e

McGavern backers .. .. 47 53
Nixon backers ....... 4 56



THE GALIUP POLL FOR RELEASE: Sunday, Septerber 10, 1972

Up to tiowr a ey eCovern Group

SHIFT TO MIXON SEER ALONG YOUNG
VOTERS SINCE REPUBLICAN QONVENTION
By George Gallup
Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc. All rights reserved. Republication in
whole or part strictly prohibited, except with written consent of the copyright
holder. .
PRINCETON, N. J., September 7 -~ The latest nationwide survey, conducted immediately
following the GOP convention, shows a shift to President Nixon among young voters,
under 30, who with non-whites have represented the core of Senator George lcGovern's
support,
‘ In the previous survey, Nixon trailed McGovern 48 to 41 per cent among voters
urnder 30, Now, Nixon not only has gained the lead but holds a wide 61-36 per cent
margin over McGovern with this group.

The shift in preferences among young voters may }.Je due, in part, to the
President’s determined efforts to attract youth, as evidenced by his acceptance
speech at the GOP convention.

Youth Key Factor
In Change Nationally

Nixon's sizable gain among young voters has been one of the key factors in
the President's gain natiorwide. The latest national figures show Nixon leading
McGovern, 64 to 30 per cent with six per cent undecided. The previous survey
showed Nixon with a narrower margin, 57 to 31 per cent with 12 per cent undecided.

Until the latest survey, McCovern's losses since his hich point in 2pril,
recorded in a survey taken immediately after his impre.;,ssive victory in the
Visconsin primary, had been due largely to a decline in support among older
voters, 30 and over, with a relatively small loss among those under 30. Yourg
voters remained consistently in McGovern's ranks throughout this period with
the exception of several occasions when their support was about evenly divided

between Nixon and McGovern.


http:follb\v:i.ng

Nixon Loads With All
Groups But Blacks
-

Analysis of the latost sur{rey findings shass Nixon holding a wide lead with
all major population groups with the exception of non-whites where McGovern is
currently preferred by a more th;“m 5-to~1 ratio.

Solidly .in the Nixon camp as o% the present time are traditionally
Democratic groups, such as manual workers, labor union members and Catholics,

with sharp increases in support for Nixon being recorded among these groups since

-

the previous survey.
The table below shows the latest presidential trial heat results by groups

with the change:
Latest Nixon-}McGovern
Trial Heats
. (By key population groups)

Registered Voters

Under 30 years old
Aug.5-12 Ang.25~28
Farlier latest

% %
NiXON esonnses 41 61
MeGovern .o 48 36
Undecided .... 11 3
Marual workers
' NiXON eevvenns 49 64
MoGOvern veoeee 35 28
Undecided .... 16 8
Catholics
NiXON eeoveees 48 62
MoGOVEIN vuvae 42 29
Undecided .... 10 9
Iabor union members
NiXON vuceeans 52 61
MeGOVEIT vvuss 35 30
Undecided .... 13 9

The latest trial heat is based on in-person interviews with a totatl of 1203 )
registered voters out of a total sample of 1534 adults interviewed August 25-28
in more than 300 localities across the nation. This question was asked: If the
presidential election were being ield TODAY, vhieh candidate would you vote for --
lizon, the Republican or !MelSovern, the Democrat? (If respondent is undecided, he

is then ashed: ds of Fo2AY, do you lean more to IMHzon ov to leGovern?)



Race foen rar
From Decided

I;rcvicz-v,v of survey findings slnsthat the race is still far fron decided:

1. Sharp novaunent has occurved in presidential preforences since the primaries
this year. For cxanple, in snrvey.s bracleting the Tisconsin primary in April,
McCovern gained five percentace points in just one week's tin,

Similarly, in the period of six woeks since the Donocratic convention, Nixon
has incrpased his vote by eicht points. .

Sharp movenent in the trial heats also occurred in the 1968 presidential cam-
paign when Sen. Hubert Humphrey, who trailed Nixonby a wide margin at the end of
Sepntenber, erased this deficit in the final waeks of that carpaign.

2, A residual base of support still reuains for "cGovern as revealed by the

fact tPfat, only five months ago, McGovern received only 10 percentage points less

than Nixon, 49 to 39 per cent, in trial heat measurements.

3. Recent survey evidence shows that 30 per cent of the vote for either

candidate can be considered "soft" -- that is, not solidly committed to the
cardidate currently vreferred. Approximately three voters in ten currently
favoring Nixon, for example, .ad.mit they might change their mind and vote for the
other candidate.

Following is the trend in trial heats nationwide since April:
Nixon-McGovern
Trial Heat Trend

Nixon McGovern Undecided

b2 o
%

% 3
April 21 - 24 ......... 53 34 13
April 28 - Mov 1 ..., 49 39 12

ge MAY 26 = 29 Liiiierenn. 53 34 13
June 16 - 54 37 9

VA‘}‘Q 0\/, Darocratic Convention .
Ml July 14 = 17 vivinnnnnn 56 37 7

Fagleton Disclosures

PUGUSE 3 vernenrnnennes 57 V) 11
Buguskt 5 = 12 seenuswa 57 31 12

GOP Convention

-
y Maqust 25 - 28 ..., . 64 30 6



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: August 30, 1972

TO: LARRY HIGBY
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN

John Davies at Gallup gave me

the attached information which
corresponds with Benham's records
and our 1972 files.

Davies doubts there are pre-July
trial heats but has asked Gallup
research to check. Benham says
pre~July Gallup trial heat polls
were not released to the public,
though they m@yy have been conducted.

*



THE WHITE HOUSE /G'

WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

September 6, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN 5
SUBJECT : Gallup Release

John Davies has not returned my telephone calls for

10 days. Several pending questions regarding demo-
graphics, Catholies, campaign release schedules, etc.,
remain unanswered,

Tom Benham, however, has increased his informal contacts
with Gallup. In a discussion with Alec Gallup today,
Benham learned that the Gallup Organization will release
figures in the near future which will show the President's
dramatic increase in support among young voters. The
Gallup poll of August 26-27 which showed the President
over McGovern 64-30-6 will be used. The 18-29 year olds
support the President over McGovern 58-36-6, This is
within one point of the ORC August 29-31 poll which
showed 18-29 year olds at 57-36-7.



IMPORIANT NOTE TO EDITORS

There will be no Gallup Poll report for this
Thursday or Friday. In its place you will receive an extra

report for publication next week.

The next Gallup Poll report will be sent you for
release this Sunday, September 10.

-~ THE GALLUP POLL



The Gallup Poll

For Release: Sunday, Aug. 20, 1972

Nivon, 57% - McGovern, 31%

By George Gallup

Copyright, 1972,
Field Entferprises, Inc.

NCFTON. N J.. Aug. 19 — Rich-
ot b Noevan bolds a cammanding 57
©owroper ocent lead over George
no e Jatest Gallup survey,

- nming the weekend that
s, nared by Mc
i~ s e o replace Thomas
Lo 2o Deocats’ vive presi

af Noweuced survey conduct-
: Caallup Orzanization after

¢+ before his resigna-
~ s e oilar resulns, with Nixon
JOIT pAr GLnt ot a3 per cent,

a deline in Mc-
frorra survey con-
harely after the Deno-
“ion At that tune, Nixon
rercent o v per cent lead
- b oorane rivall

Notice to Newspapers:

A3 a bonus to subscribing news-
pspers, the results of & special
Gellup conducted survey for “News-
week” appear in this release — one
day prior to publication in “News-
week” magazine.

the teend an voter prefer-
s entical penod reveals
o onoant cfteans of the Lagleton

i Mhe decdine in McGovern's
ot carme after Fagleton's  an-
et but before Lis resignation.

2. The increase in Nixon's lead is
a result of a decline in preference for
McGovern without an equivalent in-
crease in Nixon's strength,

The table below shows the trial heat
results from the three surveys:

Me- Other/

Nixon Govern D.K.

VO I

Before Eagleton

Disclosures .. 56 37 7
After Fagleton

Disciosure, but

Before

Resignation ... 57 32 T
After Lagleton

Resignation, and

Subsequent

Selection of

Shriver ...... 57 31 12
Net change .. 41 —6 +s5

The table shows that the defect
ing McGovern supporters have not
switcdhed to Nixon but rather have
maoved into the “don’t know” category.
McGovern has registered a loss of six
pereentage points and the undecided
vote has increased by five percentage
points, while Nixon has recorded no
uain over the three surveys. This basic
patrern. which shows little or no move-
ment in the Nixon standing, is evident
among ail major population groups.

The table below shows the trend in
McGovern's vote for the three surveys
among various groups in the popula-
tion. McGovern suffered losses in virt-
wally cvery  population group during
the Eagleton controversy —- with the
decline occuring after Fagleton's dis-
dlosure, but prior to his resignation,

The MeGovern Vote
Post  News-  Aug.
Conv. Week 4-6

P P %
NATIONAL .. 37 32 3

Men ........ .. 34 29 20
Women ....... 39 35 32
Under 30 ...... 49 43 48

30-49 years ..... 3 25 28
so and-older ... 32 33 26

College ........ 35 30 32
High school .... 35 33 29
Grade school ... 42 33 34

Protestant ... ... 33 24 23
Catholic 39 42
East ........... 32 33
Midwest ...... 36 33
South .......... 36 25 29
West ..... 'S § 38 28
Prof. and Bus. ... 35 29 28
Manual ........ 39 33 35
Republicans ... 2 4 3
Democrats . 61 52 55
Independents ... 30 25 25

In contrast to his decline among
most key groups, McGovern has gained
support among Catholics in the after-
math of the Eagleton affair. Although
McGovern traifed Nixon among Catho-
lics by 19 per ceptage pdints immediately
following the Democratic convention,
the gap has heen narrowed to 6 per-
centage points in the most recent sur-
vey.

This partial return to traditional
Democratic  vpting  behavior  among
Catholics may be a reaction to the dis-
cussions concerning Lagleton's replace-
ment after the disclosures about his
mental health. At that time, great em-
phasis was placed on the desirability
of selecting a.Catholic running mate,
such as Tdward Kennedy, Edmund
Muskie, Kevin White, or Sargent
Shriver.

The most recent findings show Nixon
leading McGovern in  most major
groups, including two that have tradi-
tionally voted Democratic in national
elections — manual workers and Catho-
lics — even though the President’s lead
among Catholics has declined over the
past six weeks.

McGovern scores higher than Nixon
in the most recent trial heat among
blacks, and among persons under 30
years of age.

The table below shows the most re-
cent trial heat results among key popu-
lation groups.

Latest ‘Trial Heat’ Resulls

Me- No
Nixon  Govern Opin.
o e <
NATIONAL ... 57 31 12
Men .......... 57 30 13
Women ....... 57 32 1t
Under 30 ....... 41 48 11
30-49 years ... .. 61 28 Ir
so and older .... Go 26 14
College . ... 59 32 9
High school .... 58 29 13
Grade school .... 50 14 16
Protestant . 23 14
Catholic 42 10
Fast ........ vo. ST 33 16
Midwest ....... 56 33 11
South ..... .. 59 29 12
West . o.oovuin GG 28 6
Prof. and Bus. ... 64 28 8
Manval ........ 49 35 16
Republicans .... 92 3 5
Democrats ...... 33 55 12

Independents ... 58 25 17

cGovern Loses Ground Againgt Nixon

White ........ (2 2 12
Non-white .. .. 1% -1 1
S15.000 & over . 62 30 b
R10.00-414.9u0 . 20 0
£5.000-Su.99y 52 L0 e
Under {5.000 I ER 13

Corparison of the varrent !

figures wath Gallup finhe ot
five previous  prosadosad oo
shows that coastdening N s (o0
manding lead. natonwide. s o
is rehatively Tow among sudhy o g
Iy Ripubbian groug
and Busmess paglo e wall
ated. and posons an Gppes o
houscholds  Conversedv. M Goave
trial haat perforeranie givons v Ty

A proten

Y

ter cJucated, mote wffert s e
the population is relamve’s T
Nicon owes i wnle fea!l o ot
toal beats nosonwade o0 e
fecticns amone tvo tradirong 'y 0
Crage stron
and 1o a lesser cvent Gt s

Al vt

wds

PR—

Details of Survey

Ihe fatest il heat s baseld
o in-person antervicw s with a teeal
of 1039 regrtered voiors oot of 4
total sanple of 1o adhielis e
viewed August § 12 o tha
300 lowalitios acioss e natem
T question was askad-

If 1o pro ndensiad ot @
Beory Tl toda, w0 aa
tondd souw A for o MG e
the Deamicrr or Nesen, 10 Re
patlican?
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P Poll

For Release: Sunday, Aug. 13, 1972

The Gallu

Registration Among Blacks Up Sharply

Democrats Have Succeeded

Registration Gap on Republ

By Gearge Gallup

Copyrighy, 1972,
Field Enterprises, Inc.

PRINCTTON. N J. Aug. 12 — As
rre MoGuvern forces begin their major
peadroe, Denocrats @an take
n e facr that for
syt the mid thirnes

IUP TEISITANON Medurements
Fra urederrabon, gy bigh 2 per
e of Demicsats as Republicans
stered tu vote.

atest Gallup Poll registration
dooninporsan intervieas
Bafta 1% and alder, dunnyg
e Jaly and Auzost,
ot Dyerrocrats and
s cley are registered fo
o the furiwoming presidential

A o oarable study, condodted due-
po0 tle Arst three months of the cur-
Frund Repuhlivans feading
stestion bartle, 80 per cent
oot oger eent At apsiisnancly this

i rne Lot prosilenval vear, 1008,
wars Jed Denerars 84 jor cent
ty =7 per cent,

iadia

g

Siunificance
Fur Demeerats

T e sigmhioance of the current fig-
vres for e Denoorats Ties in the face
at kb ; i the past bave cousnte

wius,

The task of Democratic strategists
now will be to get as high a turnout

as posshie among registered  voters,
since Democratic turnout in presidential
elections has been traditionally lower
than that of Republicans.

Drive Among Blacks
Payving Dividends

An mmportant factar o the sucess
of the Democrats in their repistration
effurts siice the beginaing of the year
is the sharp increase in registrazion
among pon whites, particalarly  those
living in the South,  For the first time
wm pedling listory, as bigh 4 propos-
Liont af nop-whites as whites say they
wre vegpivteved.  While the national
figure for all adubs has increased
only four points since the study earlier
this year -~ from 71 per ent to 75 per
cent thie figure for non-whites na-
tonwide has increased 8 percentage
poinrs ~— from &G per cent ta 74 per
wnt. The most dramatic increase in
registeation is secorded among uon-
whites in the Seuth.

Hegpdeation Also Up
Amstng Young Adulls

Repwtration has dnereased  more
sharply wiong young adules, under 30
years of age, than among adults 30
and ofder. This trend is also encourag.
ing from McGovern's standpoint since
the youth vote is considered to be the
eore vate by the McGovern forces and
the major Forus of theit get-outthe-
vote drive,

T the carly 1972 survey data, a total
of 47 per went of young adults indicated
they were registered to vote. In the
fatest survey, the percentage has risen
to 54 per cent.

.

One factor in the increased registra-
tion among young people may be the
Supreme Court ruling in March which
overturned a Tennessee residence re-
quirement. This ruling states that it is
unconstitutional to deny anyone the
vote simply because he has not vesided
in a place for a minimum lenpth of
time. ‘This, combined with a number
of state coust rulings, could serve to
enfranchise an additional estimated five
to eight million young adults. One of
the reasons why so few young citizens
have repistered and voted in the past
has been theit frequent change of resi-
dence,

Registration
Deadlines

Twenty-seven states have final regi-
stration dewmdlines on or before October
9, including such key, populous states
as New Yeork, Toxas, Calibornia, HHin.
vis, Obin, Pennsyivania, New  Jersey,
Massidwsctts and Michigan, A sub.
stantial part of any registration effort
must therefore be completed within the
next two months.

The strategy of the McGovern forces
likely will be to saske an ali-out effort
i the next few swecks in those pre-
cincts which have vated heavily Demo-
cratic in previous national  elections,
Particular attentiop will likely be given
those precinets with a high proportion

l

of non-whites, Jews and lower-income -

whites, groups amang whom McGoveen
scores best against Nixon in the most
recent trial heats,

S

The following table shows the regi-
stration Ievels  in groups  which
normatly vote Democratic, a5 well as
thuse which tend to lean toward the
GOP in presidential elections.  The
early 3972 results (based on three sur-
veys, Jan-March, combined) are com-
pared with the latest results (based on
three surveys, June-August, combined):

Per Cent Registered
Point
Larly 1972 Latest Change
3 %

NATIONAL .. 72 5 -4

Sex
Men . ........ 72 76 “+4
Women ..... 70 74 “+4
Educational Background
College ... . 76 80 g
High school ..., 6o 73 g
Grade school L .. 0 7% +5
Age

18-20 years .... 47 54 +7
30-49 years ..., 75 fo -+
soand over ... 84 8s +1

Political AffHliation

Republicans ... 8o 8o -

Democrats ... 72 8o +8

Independents 63 a6 +3
Region

Fast .......... 75 78 3

Midwest . ..... 74 76 “+2
South ........ 66 72 +6
West ......... 67 72 +s

in Cl@@mg
icans

Rolizion
Protestanss ..., 70 75 ey
Catholuws ... =3 a3 B

Oucration

Prof, & Rusiness =7 53 -
Clerical & Sales ~2 T3 LN
Skitled workers 04 6 R
Unskitied

workers ... 02 70 RS

Roce

Whires kAl 75 =
Nonwhites .. 0% T4 - R
Northern whies 73 70 B
Southern whites 67 T2 s

This question was ashed: Ts tonr
same nay secirdid B the toer tege
stration ook n the dection predines

or clection diver twore von 1w

For the varly yom2 rowalts a tevad of
.50 persans, 1R vrars of e 2w oid
er. were Lntenviewe. dura rori
Januwarv-March o bor the durest re
a bl of g posens, akoand otden
were nterviewed daring the perpnd
June-Augast (“-al!up tepiszration Jura
based on the survey guestion ghove,
have heen found w previous yeans to
be much the same as Cencus Burean
figures basad on survey data ohrained
m their Curern Porplation vey.
For example, Gallup surves dera on the
per went registered waong thase of
voting age in November. 108, was
within oae percentage point of the
Census estinnate based on their regalar
sample surveys,




The Gallup Poil .

Many Favor Coalition Government

) ‘:.: /

By George Gallup

Copyright, 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

Al rights reserved. Republication in

whole or part strictly prohibited, except

with written consent of the copyright
hotders.

PRINCETON, N. J., Sept. 2 — Only
a munority of the American public
would insist on 2 government run solely
by represernatives of the South Viet-
namese people.

Sixout of tene Americans say they
ke o see either a coalition gov-
take wver i South Vietnam
US troops are withdrawn, ot
feel that it would nut make much dif-
ference what the composition of the
rovernment is in that country.

At the same time. however, 4 mas
suntv of the public feel that military
ard should be continued to the South
mese even after the withdrawal
treesps.

Gallup  surveys  have consistently
shown the Vietram war to be the num-
ber one concern of the American peo-
ple with a large majority in favor of
bringing all our troops home by the end
of the year,

Type of Government
Raught by Voters

Linle difference 1s found among the
various population groups on the ques-
tion dealing with the composition of the
government in South Vietnam, with
McGovern supporters and Nixon sup-

porters  hutding  dosely comparable
views.

Lven amung the under 30 group, who
have been particularly vocal on the
Vietnam is.ue, views dosely parallel
those for the nation as a whole,

Military Ald

Support for continued military aid to
South Vietgam is also held by similar
prapartions in every population group,
wcluding persons under 30 years of
age and among McGovern supporters.

Even ampng persons who favor a
coalition government, the weight of
opinion is geto-g in favor of sending
military wid after VLS. troops are with-
drawn,  Apong those who want 2
government run solely by the South
Vietnamese, opinion is 2-to-1 in faver
of continuing to send military supplies.

The table below shows the relation-
ship between views on the two ques-
tions:

Should Should
Continue Cur off No
Aid  Aid Opin.
%o % %
Favor govt. run

by 5. Vietnamese G4 31 5
Favor coalition ... 52 41 7
Makes no difference 40 50 10

Hese is the first question asked in

the survey:

Afrer DS, forees Jeave Vietnam,
what kind of government wotld you
like 1o sec take oiRr there — 1) one
run by the Soutl Vietnamese, 2) one
run by the V ieironf wrd Narth Viet.
wamese, 3 J 4 coa ition government
consisting of representatives of borh
sides — or doesn't it make much dif-
ference to you?

Here ace the national results:

Coalition government . ... 40%
Run by South Vietnamese 29
Doesn’t make much

diffecence . ........ .. 21
Run by Vietcong/

North Vietnamese .... 1
Mo opigion ....,.. ... 9

nly Minority of Public Would Insist on

Government Run by South Vietnamese

Here is the nest question asked:

Afrer the withdrawal of U8,
troops, do you think the U.S. should
comivne 1o send military aid 1o Sonth
Vietnam. or do you think the US.
should cut off «ll military aid?

Should continue aid . ... 515

Should cutoff ......,... 39
Noopinion ............ 0
1065

The survey is based on in-person
interviews with 146s adults, 18 and
older, interviewed in more than 300
scientifically selected localities across
the nation during the period August
4°5.

For Release: Sunday, Sept. 3, 197
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( Wire story sent Monday, August 28 -- for your file)

THE GALLUP POLL FOR RELEASE: Wednesday, Aug. 30, 1972

Note to Editors: This timely report is being sent you by wire in order
to significantly decrease the time between completion
of interviewing and publiishing of the results.

This takes the place of the release regularly
scheduled for Thursday.

NIXON WIDENS LEAD OVER

McGOVERN IN LATEST TEST

By George Gallup

Copyrightz 1972, Field Enterprises, Inc.

PRINCETON, N. J., Aug. 29 -~ President Richard Nixon has increased an already-
wide lead over his Democratic opponent Sen. George. McGovern in the latest
Gallup "trial heat," conducted over this last weekend. The results of this
latest survey are Nixon 64%, McGovern 30%, Undecided 6%. In the previous
survey, conducted August 5-12, the figures were Nixon 57%, McGovern 31%,
Undecided 12%.

The Nixon lead over McGovern is virtually the same as the lead President
Lyndon Johnson held over his GOP opponent, Barry Goldwater, at a camparable
point in the 1964 campaign (65-29%, 6% Undecided). The latest survey was
conducted Aug. 26 and 27, two days after the close of the Republican National
Convention. Results are based on in-person interviews with 1148 registered
voters out of a total sample of 1467 adults,

Following is the question asked: "If the presidential election were
being held today, which candidate would you vote for -- McGovern, the Democrat

or Nixon, the Republican?"
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTCN

Date: Augqust 30, 1972

TO: LARRY HIGBY
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN

John Davies at Gallup gave me

the attached information which
corresponds with Benham's records
and our 1972 files.

Davies doubts there are pre-July .
trial heats but has asked Gallup
research to check. Benham says
pre-July Gallup trial heat polls
were not released to the public,
though they may have been conducted.



GALLUP POLL TRIAL HEATS

1948 1952 1956 1960 1964 1968 1972
Dewey Eisenhower Eisenhower Nixon Goldwater Nixon Nixon
Truman Stevenson Stevenson Kennedy Johnson Humphrey McGovern
Wallace Wallace
Thurmond
JAN 53-47
FEB 49-34-11- 6
MAR 50-50
aPR 47-53 15-33-18- 7
46-54 49-39-12
MAY 49-51 53-34-13
55-35-10 - 35-40-16~9  53-37-10
JUN (Kefauver) 51-49
JUL 48-36-5- -10 45-43-12 61-37-2 48-52 20~76-4 40-38-16-6 56-37- 7
AUG 48-37-4-2- 9  51-43- 6 33-47 29-65-6 45-29-18-8  24-35-%%2
: 43-31-19-7
SEP 46-39-4-2- 9  51-42- 7  52-41-7 8233 29838 43-28-21-8
44-29-20-7
46-40~4-2-~ 8 52-40-8 48-52
OCT 50-44-4-2- 0  45-38-17 ZEZ4eC0 50-50 29-64-7 gg:%%:gg:g
49-44-4-2- 0 47-53 42-30-12-4
NOV 59.5-40.5 49~51 32-61-7
DEC
Actual (Rep) 45,1% 55.1% 57.4% 49.,9% 38.5% 43.4%
Vote (Dem) 49.6 44.4 42.0 50.1 61.1 42.7
(Other) 5.3 .5 .6 .4 4

(AIP) 13.5



secy

secy

secy

secy

secy -

secy-

143}
|

/s
PHONE CONVERSATION WITH GALLUP ORGANIZATION - August ZQﬁ 197

/// Q/,/”////

4
s

The press report that we have indicates it's 60-34V/
Yes, that's right,.

The President has 607

Yes, that's right.

And McGovern has 342

Uh, hmmm.

And that will be for release Thursday? /

i
7
/

///YA

OK. 1Is Geérge Gallup, Jr. there? f
/
If you'll hold sir, I'll check in/ﬂis office, OK?

/
Thank you. / .

Yes, I believe so.

George has left for the day. I/just called his secretary, but
/

I got a copy of the wire, becalise I ﬁadn‘t even seen it yet, and
it says "The results of this/Zatest survey is 64-30."

64-30. What were the pollipg dates? Was it ...

It was conducted just thi7fpast weekend ...

August 26-27. 64-30. d that will be available Thursday, huh?

Yes, We'll release thepr tomorrow.
OK,., Very good,.
OK?

And John will be Hack tomorrow?
Yes, he shduld b
Thank you ver§ much.

Bye now.
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PHONE CONVERSATION WITH JOHN DAVIES - August 29, 1972
What's your problem?
I'm curious, what - have we got the stuff back from the weekend
yet?
Yes - 64-30.
64-30 - that's great.
Isn't that incredible?
Jesus Christ - nobody's been that far ahead.
Well, that comes close to Johnson-Geldwater.
When's the release going to be?
Tomorrow. '
Release tomorrow,
Sent by wire., *
Fantastic. What will the lead be - do yvou know?
It's a wire to the newspapers - it's\going to be sort of a bulletin -
it's going to be just three paragraphs. Just the fact that the
President has opened up an already wide lead -~ blah, blah, blah -
yvou know.
Polling dates were over the weekend - 26 and 277
Right. Sent Wednesday. It's probably one of the fastest reporting
dates we've ever had.
Yeah. We got a - you might be interested to know that we got a
news report on it.
Is that right?
Yeah.
From whom? One of the wires?

I'm not sure who it was. But = a pretty reliable source told us

out in San Clemente that that's what it would be,



Gordon, on a matter of campaign intersst.

Yes?

Who's your - who's the guy that does your publicity and handling
and goodies and all that sort of thing - you know. 1I'll tell you
what my problem is.

Sure,

I got a guy here who is in the city of Trenton who is a very, very
active Democrat, who is totally dissatisfied with McGovern. You
know he is'the former President of the City Council - he just
resigned today as a matter of fact, and he is going to be extremely
active in the campaign., There's been a lot eof hullabaloo around
here for the last two or three weeks about his resigning and so on,
and everybody's sad to see him go ané the whole business. And I
thought that if one of you guys could see fit to get a little picture
of the President and say "With appreciation for all the work you've
done in the City of Trenton" signed, you know, Richard. This would
go an awful long way in helping us on a local level. To sort of
put the needle in this guy.

OK. Sure. What's the guy's name?

All right. David J. Schroth.

OK. At what - I'm trying to figure out a mechanism or justification
or something. Should he be contacted by one of our guys like ...
No absolutely not. This should come from me. In other words, it

should go to me and I can make the presentation to him.
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You see, I run the organization, you don't know this, but I run
the organization in Trenton - which puts myself if§ a very bad
bind in my office.

I see. And then you would give it to him,

Right.

OK. Let me see what I can do.

OK.

And then I:ll be back to you.

Don't even bother being back to me about it. If you can, it
would be magnificent -~ if you can't, there's nothing else we
can do. .

Well, we can work out something else, I'm sure we can work out
something.

You know what would be the greatest thing in the world is if
somebody could - they're feting him tonight so to speak - so
if someone could send a telegram just to, you know, from the
White House Staff or something.

Are you going to be there?

Yes.

OK. Why don't you dictate it to me, that would be much easier.
OK. Something like *we've learned of your good works for the
City of Trenton over the past 7 years as a member of the City
Council and its President or as President of the City Council.‘
He's going to become a Municipal Court Judge, you see, and some-

thing like "with all best wishesg" -- whatever, you know, "with

all best wishes for a very successful future in your new position"



or something like that. It doesn't even have - you know - anybody
could send it -~ you could send it - if you'll just turn around

and send it.

OK. Who should it go to so that it will be read and so forth.
Well, why don't you send it to me.

OK. Where will you be tonight.

c/o Lorenzo's Restaurant is on Clinton Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey.
That would save you the problem having to go through all the ...

Yeah. That also takes an awful long time as you can imagine to get ...



CGALLUP POLL TRIAL HEATS

1948 1952 1956 1960 1964 1968 1972
Dewey Eisenhower Eisenhower Nixon Goldwater Nixon Nixon
Truman Stevenson Stevenson Kennedy Johnson Humphrey McGovern
Wallace Wallace
Thurmond
JAN 53-47
FEB 49-34-11- 6
MAR 50~50
46-~31-15- B
APR 47-53 45-32-16- 7
| . 46-54 49-39-12
MAY 49-51 53-34-13
55-35-10 : —40-16- -37-
JUN (Kef auver) 51-49 35-40~16-9 53-37-10
JUL 48-36-5- -10  45-43-12 61-37-2 48-52 20-76-4 40-38-16-6  56~37- 7
AUG 48-37-4-2- 9  51-43- 6 3-41 29-65-6 45-29-18-8  g4-35-12
| . 43-31-19~7
SEP 46-39-4-2~ 9  51-42- 7 52-41-7 i2-51 29-65-¢ 43-28-21-8
; 44-29-20-7
46-40~4-2—~ 8 18-52
ocT 50~44-4-2- 0  45-38-17 gg:jg:g 50-50 29-64-7 43-31-20-¢
49-44-4-2- 0 47-53 ‘ 42-20-14-3
NOV §9.5-40.5 49-51 32-~61~7
DEC
Actual {Rep)  45,1% 55.1% 57.4% 49,9%
Vote  (Dem) 49.6 4.4 42.0 50.1 it 27
(Other) 5.3 .5 .6 4 T4

{a1P) 13,5
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	A Gallup Poll release analyzing young votertrends. Handwritten note added byunknown. 3 pgs.

