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By Louis Harris

Evidence from the labtest Harris Survey casts serious doubt on
a popular theory that President Nixon won reelection by a massive margin
because (1) he was able t¢ reassure white working families that he would
end school bﬁsing to achieve racial balance, (2) convince businessmen
and white-collar workers of his intention to cub government spending and
not raise taxes, and (3) persuade white union members and Southerners
that he would not rock the boat by pressing for major gains for blacks

and other‘minor’ities°

ihe roots of this common assessment 1s that the 1972 president
election was a classic confrontation of a 1aw-and~or@ér,
"gnti~permissivene§s," middle~of-the-road. stand-pat Richard Nixon, on
the one hand, against an ektreme, left-wing, "radical" new politics

George McGovern,.on the other,

, If this were indeed the basis on which 75 million Americans ca
thelr ballots'last November Tth, then a ringing mandate should have been
'>régisteredﬂfof a wholesale cut-back in such causes as racial eguality,
help for the poor, and anti-pollution, as well as deep cuts. in federal

spending.

Yét a survey of publicwattitudes in depth shows that no
such public expectations now exist, nor 1s there evidence that they

ever did exist,

(more)
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Fr, Nixon might have made noises during the campaign as a
fiscal conservative, pledged himselfl to heavy cufq in federal spending
and to no tax increase In the next four years., Yet, by 4T7-U40 percent,
the public does not think he will actually be able to "keep federal
spending in line," and, by a much bigger 64-23 percent, people do nob

think he will actually be able "to avold increasing federal taxes,"

On the question of raclal minorities aﬁd the poor, public

. expactations are completely opposité from that which the stand-pat
interpretation of Mr, Nixon's election viotory,would have predicted,

On school buping for racial purpases, by a narrow 42. AO percent, the
public doabts Mr, Nixon can achileve his stated goal of preventing it
from happening. By the same.token, by a clear 52-32-percent, a majority
. 1 "help minovrities achlcv&.¢QualiLy," and an even
higher majority of 58-32 percent believe that he "will expand help for

the poor.”

‘ Far and away the most declsive expectation of Mr. Nixon on the
domestic front in his second bterm i8 the 63-26 percent who feel that he
will "make real progress in controlling air and water pollution,” a
matter notable in 19721becau$e 1t received é wide mandate almost without
exception in state bond issues for cleaning up the environment. An even
larger 83 percent said'during the campalgn that they would favor making

air and water pollution one of the "two or three top priorities for the

federal government in the next four vears," Ironically, neither
President Nixon nor Sen, McGovern focused on pollution as a ma jor

issue in the campaign.

(more)



Nor is the evidence buttressing this finding limited to
Harris Survey polling results, The electilon returns themselves contaln
the same dramabtic evidence, In 15 states last November Tth, Republican
candldates for the U.5. Senate could be classified as being more
congservative on nearly all lssues than the President himself, In
these states, Mr, Nixon received 68 percent of the vote, while GOP
caﬁdidates_for the U.S, Senate won no more than 52 percent of the vote.

Republican conservatives ran 16 points behind the President.

By contrast, in 6‘states, the Republicans nominated candidates
vho by no stretch of the imagination could be classified other than”
moderates or liberals., Most significantly of all, each of the six had
pro-civil rights records (Percy, Ill; Smith, Me.,; Brooke, Mass.; Case, N
Hatfield, Ore.; Chaffee, R.I.). In these six states, Mr; Nixon's
combined vote came to 57 perceﬁt, but the aggregate vote for the U.S,
Senate was 61 percent Republican, Iﬁ other words, Republican moderates
and liberals ran 4 points ahead §f Mr, Nixon, while GOP conservatives
ran 16 points behind him. This massive 20 point differeﬁce between how
conservatives and liberals within the Republican party fared certainly

ouzht to be baken as handwriting on the wall politically.

(ﬁora)
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Thus, the post~election evidence 1s simply not there that Mr,
Nivon's mandabe. mirrors a deep and abiding desire on the part of voters
to rally to the roster of so-called Middle hAmerica "social issues,”

centering on crime, permissiveness, and resistance to change.

Significantly, the vobters themselves, by a 47-38 percent margin, rejecte

the image of the President as one who stood essentlally Tor the status

guo in his approach to government., And HMr, Nixon, himself, in a

post~clection statement has said he did no% view his re-election as

"simply an approval of things as they are" nor "an endorsement of the

status quo,'" but rather he considered the election returns a demonstrati.

of a nationwide desire for 'change that works.,"

»

Copyright: 1972 Chicago Tribune



"Note to Editors: We are enclosing the icllowlng wori sheat for the Harris
: Publlc Opinion Analysis of Dec, 14, 1972 which may be of
interest to you,

NIXON V3, MORE FO” ERVATTIVE G.0.P, CANDIDATES FOR U.S. SENATE
(Vote in 000's)

Pres, . U.S. Senate
Nizxon leGovern Rep. Dem,
15 States T % Z s e
Fla. {Blount-Sparkman) 692 (76 216 (23 337 (33 660 (64
Colo, éﬂllo?twrgskell) 569 (63 319 (36 4o (49)° 449 (50
Dela. (Boggs-Biden 140 60< 92 (39 13 (49 116 (50
Ga, {(Thompson~Munn 779 (75 261 (25 481 (46 571 (54
Towa {ililler-Clark 702 58§ 593 (21)  seb (44)  Bho (5s
Kans., (Pearson-Tetzlaff) 4600 68 265 (30 601 (72 185 (23
Ky. {(fhunn-Huddleston) 671 61 369 (35 gy (48 526 (51
lont. gﬁibbard~metcalf) 178 116 (38 146 (50 148 (50
Nebr, (Curtis-Carpenber) 383 162 (29 283 (53 256 (47
N.H. (Powell-FeIntyre) 212 115 (34 139 (43 183 57
N.C. (I@lmo—ualiAJaﬂ“Vib) 1,052 437 (29 793 (54 672 (46
Okla. (Bartlett-Edmondson) Th6 2u3 (24 506 (51 471 (48
S.C. {Thurmond-Zeigler) Lol 187 (28 418 (64 239 (36
Texas (Tower-Sanders) 2, 078 1,055 33) 1,670(54) 1, 389 M;
Wyoming (Hansen-Vinich) JOO 30 101 (71

9,372 68 Ew375~3? 7,053(52 5“365 QS)
G.0.P, Senate Conservatives: 10 points behind Nixon

NI¥ON VS, MORE MODERATE OR LIBERAT G.O.P. CANDIDATES FOR U.S, SENAT
(Vote in 0CO'g) ' '

Pres, . U.S5. Senate
Nixon MceGovern Rep, Dem,
& States : %G % % %
T11, (Percy~Pucinskl) 2,748 (60) 1,864 (40 2,826 (63) 1,679 (37)
Me., (Smith-~Hathaway) 251 (61 161 (39) . 19 (47 223 (53
Mass. (Brooke-Drcney) 1,104 (45 1,324 (55 1,496 (65 820 (35
N.J. {(Casa-Krebs) 1,766 (63 1,055 (37 1,643 (63 935 (3
Ore. (Hatfield-liorse) . 183 (53 391 (42 491 (54 424 (46
R.I. {Chaffee~-Pell) 209 (54 . 185 (46 180 (46 - 212 (54

6,561 (57) T,980 (43) 6,832 (61) 437293 (39
G.0.P. Mod. or liberals: & points ahead of Nixon

G.0.P, Conservatives ran relative to Nixon 20 polnts poorer than moderatbes
liberals, .



Por Release: Monday AM, December 11lth, 1972 : Not Befor
By Louis Harrils

Sizable majorities of thz American people expect that a second
Nixon Administration will yield real progress in relations with Russia

and China abroad while making gains in controlling alir and water polluti

nere at hone.

‘At the same time, the public is doubtfuvl that Mr, Nixon will
be able to keep his campaign pledges of cutting federal spending and
avoid raising taxes. Peoplé are similarly skeptical that the President
will succeed in conftrolling inflation and in reducing unemployment, or

that he wiil be able to prevent school busing to achleve racial balance,

On two key Nixon objectives, fthe public is divided: by a
narrow 43-41 percent, a small plurality feels the President "will be abl
to unify the country"; but by 47-37 percent, a plurality also doubts tha

he will be "able to establish a generation of peace,"

On November 21st and 22nd, a nationwide cross section of 1,504

households was asked:

"In nhis second term in the VWhite House, do you think President Nixon
will (READ ITEMS ON LIST) or don’t you think he will do that?"

‘ (more)



PUBLIC EXPECTATIONS FROM SECOND NIXON ADMINISTRATION

Will Not
Will Not Sure

Expand trade with Russla and China fay beyond

what it has ever been before 82 9 9
Come to further major agreements with the

Russians on arms control limltations 76 13 11
Make real progress in controliling air and ‘

water pollution - 63 . 26 11
Expand help for the poor 58 32 10
Help minorities achieve equality 52 32 16
Get along well with the Democratic controlled )

Congress 45 L1 14
Put in major tax relforms 43 37 20
Unify the country 43 41 16
Prevent school busing for raclal balance Lo Lo 18
Keep federal spending in line 40 i 13
Reduce unemployment 39 48 13
Eastablish a generation of peace 37 y7 16
Control inflation 36 51 13
Avoild increasing federal taxes 64 13

Taken as a whole, it 1is apparent that the public has more

confidence that progress can be made in foréign than domestic policy

by a second Nixon Administration, This, of course, reflects and reinfor

a major finding of Harris Surveys during the recent election, where the

sizable Nixon margin of vicbory could be traced dominantly to the

impression he had made in his Journeys to Peking and Moscow,

However, there are some surprising areas of optimism on the

domestic front, Although he has had a vigorous agency dealing with

environmental pollution, nonetheless in thé latter stages of the campailg

Mr, Nixon vetoed a massive waber pollution control bill, which was then

promptly passed over his veto by both houses of Congress,

Subsequently,

" he has refused to allocate all of the funds appropriated on Capitol

Hi1ll, Nevertheless, by 63-26 percent, the publlic expects to see real

progress on air and water pollutlon in the next four years.

-{more)



Perhaps the most nberestling finding is on the racial issue,
Here, a majority of 52-32 percent feels that lr,., Nixon in his second tenr
will "help minorities achieve cquality,” and, by 42-40 percent, the publ
doubts he can "prevent school busing for raclal balance.” Ironically,
1t is the South which leads the rest of the country in these twin
expectations regarding racial developments, with a 57-23 percent majorit

in that reglon expecting help from Washingbon for minorities and a

4734 percent plurality doubtful thab school busing will be checked.

These results ought to put to rest the rather popular and
speclous notion that Richard Nixon won re-election bocause he was able

to convince voters he would pubt an end to federal efforts in behalf of

.

x

desegregation,
Mde Fomi anomey mleved anim e i Folam OV ai il Y e ee® T e B ke s T s e e e e
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white misgivings about future gains for blacks under Mr, Nixon. TheA
results among blécks are equélly interesting. For they feel, by-56m27
percent, that the President will "not be able to prevent busing” and by
45-38 = percent, that he‘"will not help minorities achieve equality.”
In a seunse, Mr, Nixon starts out with the worst of both worlds on the

racilal issue,

In the economlc area, the doubts about whét the President can
do to ease the twin problems éf inflation and unemployment reflect the
continuing wsrr;es the American people have that the worst of‘our
. economlc troubles have not been solved by the price and wage control
proéram. To the contrary; these negative exvectations should be taken
as a sign that any early attempts to ease the controls system will like:

be met by sizable public hostility,

" {more)



By narrow margins, the public does expect lr. Nixgn to get
along well with the Democratic Congress and put through méjor tax
reforms, In many ways, these results provide a real clue to the public!
agsessment of what i1t expects from the second Nixon term: rather than
believing the President will embark on a series of programs designed to
reinforce public fears aboub crime, protesters, drugs, and nonconformity
most people think he will seek oub common ground with a more liberal

Democrabic Congress.
[ )

That is why people suspect Mr. Nixon again will surprise the
prevailing wisdom among Weshington pundits and analysts and may opt for
raclal progress, helping the poor, reforming the tax system, and pushing
alr and water pollution control measures at hcme, Abroad, they think

he will extend the landmarks achieved in his first Adminlstration.

The first test of whether the public's expectations are correc
will be when the President begins to unfold his plans in his Inaugural

and State of the Union addresses in January.

Copyrignht: 1972 Chicago Tribune
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The heart of the prowoscd Vizlnan pezce agreewment, calling for

P PR PR e . S T2 T TN 4oy s
o Veeasce-Tive under whiceh eacn side controls those parts of Vietnam they
. it . e 2 L . .y s T w— Ly g F £ -y - -1 -
10 DCouRy meets with 55-22 parcent approval from the fmerican people.
- NN & T - oy n P25 S ' . 2 3] ad s L
Hovever, by 50-33 percent; the public disapproves "allewing a ceriain

nuinber of MNovrth Vietnanmsge troopes (o rewmaln in South Vietnam in bthose

the people give ungualilfied approval of
the teorms which have heen cutlined, with the conly sticking volnt surround:i

»

the continuznce of Communist rule in those parts c¢f South Vietnam now

C?’

control. However, by 47-38 percent, a plurality is

wiiling to pgo along with the provision that Commanlist~held areas shou

1
J

"

Id

cemaly

-t

that wey "until theve are n“twonal eglections,

Here is public rezcecilon o the main provisions of the agreement

--- By 9Q1-5 percent, p2ople aperove "ithe exchange of all
priconers of war when all U.S. troopg are withdrawn within 60 days.

--= By 80-7 percent, a big majority appro e."the holding of

{'»)
*1:

2

national elections in all of Sousn Vietnam within three months,"

--=- By 80-8 percent, a sinllar majority favor "international

supervieion of the cease-~fire and elecilions in South Vietnam,"

e )
x);.u'
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e Dy 80-1L percent, a majority supnorft the provision of Man
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enct of U 0, bombing and mining of North Vietnom and withdrawal of all

Ik

~
O
fomy

. . P

remalning U.5,. troops and advisors ulthin 690 days of the {inal agroement,

w5y T0-12 poroeut, the public also approves setting up &

Fational Council of Reconcillation in South Vietnam which has on 1% equa’
vevresontatlon of ths Thicu gpovernment, the Communists, and neutralist

elements o work ocub arrangements for an eTect'on

£

During the courae of Dr, Henry Kissinger's renewed negotiation:

bt

yith North Vietnam in Paris cn November 2lst snd 22nd, a cross section oi

1,504 houscholds acrozs the country was asked a questlon identical to the

-

agsked on the eve of bthe elzction on November 5th:

: tes and Nerth Viebtnam have agreed on a way to end the
Vietnam way From what you have read or heard of that agreement, do
’ Cewl Lo Ll peice Ledms agleed Lo aite Pient aud nonueable o0 Lhe
U,5., to accephb, or do you feel we are compronising too much o get peace?

VIETNAM TERKS RIGHT &ND HOWORABLE? .

Late Early
Nov, Nov.,

754 07
Right and nonorable 48 Hl
Compromising too much 26 30

Not sure - 26 29

All in

o

11, by nearly a 2~to~l margin, thﬁse Americans with
firnmed-up opinions suppord th@'reported, agreéd«to paéoe terms, Obviousl
the most popular parts éf the proposed pact are the exchange of the
prisoxe:snohmﬁar,‘the guarantee of early electlons under internatlonal

supervisicon, an end of U.S. bombing and mining of North Vietnam, and

withdrawal of all American troops and advisors within 60 days of the

(101
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- ' The Raticnsal Councll of Reconciliation, a coalition in nafure b
'mvb,:toy in funcilion., has nolt caused widespre n@ opposition, althoush
conglotently Amorican publice oplnlion had opposed & coalitlon government
an oa solubion to the war, Undoubbediy, one of the reasons for the 70 poy

sunnort for the ceniition Hatlional Council of Reconciliation is that it

s

AL R - ; . . Ao - o~ 2 PO A . * E
arecilically is nobt (o ve givenh goveraing functliong in the interin perled

In many ways, the acld test ﬁav the agreement centers on the

-

visicn that the Communists should continue to rule thosze part

i

of
Vietnam they now control, The cross section was asked:

1

"Do you tend,bo approve or disa ve ¢f a continuation of rule by ths
Communists in those arcas they control until there are national elections’

COMMUNIST RULE OF AREAS THEY CONTROL U"”lL BLECTT O@S

Approve approve Sure

% 5% %
Nationwide QT 38 15
Ey Ranica — =

a5 53 33 14
Midwest 50 38 12
South 35 Ly 21
VYest 51 37 : 12
TTI8-29 Lo 39 12
30-43 - B4 33 13
50 and over 39 L3 18
- By Educaticn g
8Ch grads or less 36 39 25
High school L > 15
College . 58 33 9
By Occupation .
Professional 61 28 11
Executlve, manager 49 37 C 1k
Whith collar - 52 33 15
Skilled labor 42 46 12
Unskilied labor 41 Lo - 19

PN
(1 AR )
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For Velezser Tmarsday A, Decamber Toh, 1972 Y Hot Bzfore

.
Ly Touls Harrls
A 501G majority of €5 pareent of the OTLC s peownle reject the
sugnestlos that the reported taymms of the peace agreenment in Vielnom are
& victory Tor elther the Commnists cr the United Siztes, but feszl rather
that they are a "falr compromise” way to setile the wap. ‘This dees no%
mzan, hovoever, that most Americans 4o npt see real p“o ns stemming fronm

the ending of the war,

'DeSjit@ the fact that heavy majorities of the public support

-

the specific provisions of the proposed agreement, a substanbtlal 72 percen

Teel the Communists are likely $o "violate the agreement” in a major or
minor way, and an even 50 perceant also feel that the Saigon government
wlll also likely violate the pach. .

When asked who will probkably centrol South Vi m flve years ¢

novl, 33 percent of the public {elt the Comnmunists would take over, én
equal 33 percent hold the view that a cozalition goverﬁment with the
communists in 1t will be in control, while only 9 percent bhelleve the
present governmeﬁt Wwill run ﬁha countrg, and no more than 7 percent see’ a

neutraliss group in power in Vlietnam,

Thus, it can be sald that most Americans do not foresese an ez sv
nor entirely peaceful road ahezd for the people of South Vietnanm,
Basically, Che people of this country view the Vietnam conflict as a

-

viclent anid unhappy evisode vwith no victor, The final Ucerms of settlement

jab)
=

‘e thousht bto be essenbially honorable, but no better than a "falr

v gy ey L n
compronise,

(MORE )
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Vhan ashed fov their views aboul éhe cniroversia 1 bombing

of Horih Viztnom ordoered by Peesldent Mizon carlicer this xear, a
wajority of 55-25 peveent regicterved thelr conviction that the bomdbinges
have "nelped both sides to finally arrive at a peace agreemnens,” In obhe
words, the publilic is convinced that the violent and prolonged conflice
was brought to a nalt through Anericen Jorce, with no real guarantees

o AE

b Turther cubbreaks of fighting will not occur in the fubure or that

South Vietnam will be kepb out of ¢ommunist contirol,

Nenetheless, a substantial majerity of Amerlicans favor thz
terns of the agreement as outlined in October, partly because they will
signel the ersd of direct U.S. inv oi verient in the var, partly because our
prisonera-of-war will be returned, and pax rt1ly becauvse in assuring the

South Vietnewese of elections they will at least have a fair velce in

determining their oun future,
On Hovember 2lst and 22nd, a cross section of 1,504 people
2 32 P P
18 years of age and over were asked face to face in their own homes:
"811 in all, do you feel the reported terms of the agreement bebween the
U.5. and ws,&n Vnetn“m ave a vice ory for North Vietnam, for the U.S5., or
are a fair compromise?”

TN L e Wt AT RTIT NI
TeERNWS OF AGREEMENT

otal
Publlc
%
Victory for North Vietnam 13
Victory for U.S. .
A fair compronmise 65

Not sure 17

A substantial majority thought both sides gave some to achisve

the Clnal sottlensnt. Pul abhnost as &

pen

rse o a najorliy also holds tne view

T T 3

that the bonmbings of Norsth Vietnam helpead bring aboul the final agreement

3

(SR s 2 . P
Theoy were askoed:



5 PUBLIC OVPTHION ANALYSIS, December ‘fuh, Ly(e - - 3

HATRT
- N N
1R . AL . N . . - . o
Do wveu Teel the bombing of North Vietnam by the U,S5. helped or hinderec
en oY, 3 . TS v e Vo Ans T \ ry 4 o 1 vy Ll
Lo slden [innlly arviving at a peace settlement?

ROLE OF BONBINGS IN ENDING WAR

oval
PU”)I iNe

U

/\7
Helpad arrive at agreement 58
Hinderad agreoment : 25
Nob suree - 17

As For the sebtlement itself, the public foresees troubles

in keeping bobth sides from violating the agreement. People were askad:

"Do yeou think the Communists vwill abide by the Vietnam peace agreemant
or do you think they w iclate 1% ay?"
g0

a ¥
in a major way or in a nmninor way’
nt will abide by the Vietanam peace
lolate 1% in a major vay or in s

ABIDE BY OR VIOLATE ACRL?VVYT?

Communists Saigon
{

TP
Will abidz by terms . ]3 30
¥ill violaste in minor way 33 14
Will violate in major way -39 36
Not sure 15 . 20 -

Although the public thinks the Communists are more apt to

violate the agreement than the Saigon government, subs tdﬁt‘al numbers

k]

Nor are most Americans sanguine about an ultimabte goverament in

Vietnam which will be free from either Comnunist domination or at least
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Ol coursge, this is merely the guess of most Americans today as
ending for this country, 'Despite these worrles; it is
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significant that 65 percent stlll feel the reported terms of settleme
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HARRIS PUBLIC OPINITON AMALYSIS, Mevember 30th, 1972

e

1 S oy ey e 1 > y . L iy P . e
. —-- Union members, who feel particularly agrleved over taxes

*

and thelr economic lob, regisbered a 40 percent alienation level,
Paralleling this Teelling are those of Irlsh descent

feel "the rich gebt richer and the voo

ry
Y

)

ot

Teel "tax laws are written for bthe rich and nob for the average man.,” In

LER IR
&

the industr:

ol these Two groups, despite Hhelre high senze of alienation, Zobh had

respondad. to the appesals to the disenchnanted from George YWallace carlier
in the yearn,

The element of allenation remains a majo
1ife 1n the 1970's, and 1¢ would be a nistaks to assume 1t will simply

disapcoear now that the 1672 electiens arve bahind us,

Copyright: 1972 Chicago Tribune

~ . it A . . >
zgat pocrer aud 73 percent of whon

21l areag of the North, Richard Nixon was anle to win the vote

S



HARRIS SURVEY
Scptember 22, 1972

8/2 -

N
Nationwide 57
East 58
Midwest 53
South 65
West 55

Deep South 68
Border States 62

Cities 50
Suburbs 57
Towns 62
Rural 62

18-24 year olds
25-49 year oldg
18-29 year olds53
30-49 year o0ld$8

50+ 59
8th Grade 52
High School 58
College 58
Union 49
Men 58
Women 56
White 62
Black 16

Under $5,000 52
$5, 000-$9, 900 55
$10, 000-$14, 900 58

$15, 000+ 65
Republicans 87
Democrats 38

Independents 60
White Catholics 55

WASP 68
Jewish 46
Irish
Italian

N -~ Nixon

8/3

McG
34
33
36

27

39
26
29
42
33
31
28

43
34
28
36
31
37
40
33
35
29
77
39
35
31
30

53
25
33
24
44

McG -~ McGovern

NS -« Not Sure

8/28 - 9/1

N  McG NS
63 29 8

60 34 6

64 29 7

70 19 11
58 34 8

68 20 12
69 22 9

53 39 8

68 25 7

67 24 9

68 24 8

47 47 6

59 34 7

52 42 6

68 25 17

65 26 9

56 36 8

66 26 '8

63 31 6

56 34 10
63 29 8

63 29 8

67 25 8

22 67 11
56 36 8

58 32 10
790 23 7

71 24 5

93 5 2

43 47 10
68 22 10
62 27 11
74 20 6

49 43 8

59 31 10
65 25 10

N
59
56
53
70
59
71
66
43
64
66
68
44
50
47
63
61
52
60
59
55
58
59
64
13
53
54
64
66
89
41
66
58
71
37
54
52

McG
31

34
34
22
32
19
26
44
26
26
22
50
41
45
29
25
34
29
33
34
32
30
26
75
37
33
27
27
7

48
26
31
20
39
33
31

9/19 - 9/21

NS
10
10
13
8
9
10
8
13
10
8
10
6
9
8
8
14
14
1
8
11
10
11
10
12
10
13
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KRS

s

Total -~ 100%

Ape
18-24 years

" 25-34 years

3544 years
45-54 years
55-64 years
65 years +

Education

Less then high school
High school graduate
College

Religion
Catholic

Protestant
Jewish
Other

Race
White
Black
Spanish American

Union
Yes
HNo

Income

Under $5,000
$5,000-9,999
$10,000-14,999
$15,000 +

Sex
Male
Female

" Geopraphic (Political)

s

Third Wave
National

September 5-1€, 1972

1011 Interviews

East
Midwest
South
West

Snecial Ballot

Definitely Nixon

Probably Nixon

Undecided/Lean to
MNixon

Completely Undecided

Undecided/Lean to
{cGovern

Probably HeCovern

Definitely ¥cGovern

v-y
B-1
Nixon MeGovern Undecided Nuwher
62 (+10) 32 () 6 (~10) 1011
52 (+10) & {-8) & (=& " 158
64 (+18) 33 {-7) 3 (-11) 198
58 (-1) 36 (+10) 6 (-9) 178
66 (+21) 27 (1) 7 (~20) 150
61 (+4) 29 (-3) 10 (-1) 144
68 (+5) 25 (+8) 6 (~14) 183
56 (+8) 38 (+9) 7 (-16) 285
67 (+11) 26 (~5) 7 (~6) 359
66 (+14) 32 (-5) 3 (-8) 384
63 (+15) 31 (-3) 6 (~12) 272
66 (+9) 29 (1) 5 (~10) 608
32 7 56 (+10) 15 (-14) 31
49 (413) 44 (-7) 7 (~6) 82
67 (+11) 26 (-2) 7 (-9) £70
25 1) 74 (49) 2 (~9) 106
50 (#42) 42 (-16) 8 (-26) 16
56 (+13) 39 (-1) 5 (-12) 321
66 (+8) 29 (+2) 6 (~9) 660
58 (+15) 35 {(+3) 8 (-17) 180
59 (+13) 35 {-4) 6 (-9) 327
65 "(+12) 729 (-2) L6 (-10) 22
72 (+12) 25 (~5) 4L (~6) 202
61 (+5) 33 (+5) 6 (-10) 501
64 (#17) 31 (-5) 6 (-11) 510
61 (+10) 30 (-6) 8 (-4) 250
58 (+11) 38 (+2) 4 {~13) 282
67 (+9) 27 (43) 7 (-11) 331
60 (+14) 35 (~2) 4 (~17%) 148
99 -1 0 424
59 0 1 122
90 2 8 51
58 23 40 55
1 94 5 57
4 93 3 79
4 96 0 175
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BARRIS TUSLIC OPINION AMNALYSIS, Wovember Yth, 1972 -
.

Here are ooma of oH s;gm&nuc of
the eleztorate ’s they vieved cuch a contesi for the White Houss fé;f
years Lhonce:

--- Kennzdy ran well ahead of Agnew In shrse cui of four
sectiong of the counbtry, In the Tast, he uas in front by 50-42 percens,
in the iHidwest by 53-40 percent, and in the West by 58-35 percent., Only
in the South did Aznew finish in the lead, by 53-43 percent., In the
Deep South, the Agnew margin was an evén larger 59-30 percent, But in
the plvotal eizght lergest industrial states of the North, Kennady heald
a 53-40 percent lead,

. .
-—-- The division of the vote in the Agnew-Kennedy conbost

A

a

showad sharp and dramatic dif

ferences by age groups. Kennedy gwept tho

vote of yocung people under 30 by 66-30 percent, and ran ahead amcng bhe
30-4G age bracket by 52-42 percent. However, Agnew {inished in the lead
among voters 50 years of age and ov

2r by 51-41 percent,

=== When the electorale was divided according. to educaticn,

Kennedy ran ahead among all g

by 56~34% percent amcng those
a narrow 47-45 percent among

more Sizatle 51-43 percen

~--- Kennedy v

[0
\oiid

was ahead by a bhandy 54-40 peo
—-me Apnew wWas ahead
more thon made up this delicl

anong bizcks,

roups, no mabtbter what thelr education level:

who naver went beyond the eighth grade, by
those with a high school edaucation, and by &

ameng the college-~-educatad,

'x” £
346 percent, but

among whites by 49-45 peveent, but Kennedw
t by an overw porcent lead
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-~= Kennedy held a normzl margin for Democrats in the b

towns and the rural
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survey was talken, Splro Agrnew was running for Vice President, not
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Prasident, while Edward Yennedy was not running for any office al all

The indicatlicns arc, however, that Presicdential politics in ¢

States will follow its own path irrespective of the verdiet this
N A\l
Novemher. And the cutcome will again be heavily influenced by the

makeup be

Sk
S
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HARRIS SURVEY (BONUS)

For Release: Sunday A.M., QOctober 22, 1972 -- Mot Before

By Louis Harris

President Nixon helds a nationwide 25-point lead over Sen. McGovern,
59~34 percent, in the latest Harris Survey, conducted in-person ameng 1,633 likely
voters between Octoper 17th and 19th.

This latest Nixon margin is somewhat less than the 27-point spread in early
Cctober and considerably below the 34-point lead the President held in earl? September.

Despite counsistent marginal McGovern gains over the past six weeks, however,
the Nixeon leéd‘is one of the widest ever recorded at this stage of a Presidential
contest.

-
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this basic question in person to cross sections of likely wvoters:
"Suppose the election for President.were being held right now and you

had to choose between Richard Nixon for the Republicans and Senator
George MeGovern for the Democrats, whom would you be for?"

NIXON-McGOVERN TRIAL HEAT TREND

Not
Nixon McGovern Sure

% A %

: Qct. 16-19 59 34 7
Oct. 3-5 60 33 7

Sept, 19-21 59 31 10

Early Sept. 63 29 8

Aug. 57 34 9

’ July 55 35 10
June 54 38 8

May 48 41 11

The shifts from early to mid-October in wvoter preference by key groups has
been marginal, Among the key findings din this latest survey are these by now consistent

trends:



~- President Nixon continues to held a relatively narrow 52-44 percent
lead among voters under 30. The contest is closest among new voters 18-24 years of
age, where the Nixon4lead is only 50-47 percent. Nonetheless, the McGovern camp
had counted heavily on carrying the vote of young people.

~- In the eight largest nérthern states {New York, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Chio, Michigen, Illinois, and California), Richard Nixon now runs ahead
by 56-37 percent, a little better than the 54-38 percent edge he held early in October.
These la;est Tesults point to a narrowing of the difference in voting patterns between
the big industrial states and the rest of the co%ﬁﬁryQ McGovern has registered sonme
gains in the S;uth, where he trails by 67-26 pe%;ent, and in the West, where he is
behind by 52-41 percent.

-- Fer the fourth %arris Surve§ in a row, McGovern has picked up support

among Democratic party voters. But the change has been slow and gradual rather than

a2 massive return of Democrats to their own party:

TREND AMONG DEMOCRATS

Not

Nixon  McGovern Sure
% Z Z
Mid~-Oct. ) 37 54 9
Early Oct. 40 53 7
Mid-Sept. 41 48 11
Early Sept. 43 47 - 10
Aug. 38 53 9
July 36 53 S 11
) June . 36 55 9
May 29 59 12

Sen., McGovern has almost returned to where he was among Democrats in June and
July, but still has not come close to regaining the position he held in May, when he was

running only 7 points behind Mr. Nixon among all voters nationwide.

{rmore)



HARRIS SURVEY (BONUS) -- October 22, 1972 3.

The major problem faced by McGovern is his inability to inspire personal
confidence among the voters. Here is the trend in his standing on "inspiring

confidence as a President should':

CONFIDENCE IN McGOVERN

. Not
Positiver Negative Sure
% o % %
Mid-Oct. 34, 59 7
Early Oct.- 3y 58 11
Mid-Sept. 28 55 17
; Early Sept. 29 58 13
Aug. - 37 47 16
. July 35 44 21
June 39 38 23

May . ) 36 33 31

~

McGo;ern has recently been scoring some in his attacks on Mr. Nixon over
the purported profits made in the wheat deal with Russia, the Watergate bugging
disclosures, and the claimed ties of the Nixon Administration with big business.

A substantial 61 percent agree with the statement that the Senator is "right
to point out the ties between big business contributors to the Republican party and
favors received from the Nixon Administration!' An even higher 64 percent agree the

--"A335;£0r is "right to expose profiﬁeering in the wheat deal with Russial' And 55
percent sayvﬁcGovern is "rigﬁt to emphasize involvement of Nixon aides in the.attempt
to bug Democratic headquarters.  These issues have helped the Democratic nominee,
but only marginally up to this point in time.

Thg‘heart of McGovern's problem can be found in the 61-28 percent majority who
agree with the statement that "Senator McGovern seemed to be a different type of politic
leader; but lately he seems to have become just another politician promising each group .
voters what it wants'. The course of the McGovern campaign has generated skepticism

rather than confidence about his ability to fill the office for which he is running,

with 61 percent of the voters now expressing doubts about the Senator's judgment.

Ft g p
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Por Release: Thursday AM, October 26th, 1972 Not Befor

HARRIS PUBLIC OPINION ANALYSIS

By Louis Harris

Even though for most of thls electlion year President Nlixon has
held a wide and even at times unprecedented lead over Sen., George McGovern,
as the campaign enters 1ts final days there are some untidy dimensions to
the 1972 balloting that readers ought to.be concerned about when assessing

the results of public oplnion surveys.

1. In an election in which one candidate has held a rather wide

lead, the polis wlll tend to overpredict the margin for the front-runner,

In 1964, both the Harris and Gallup Polls were three points too high for
Lyndon Johnson against Barry Goldwater. Part ¢f the reason for this
overstatement of the blg winner's margin lies in the fact that the underdog
supporbters feel thelr vobtes are vitallj needed, while the leader's backers

believe he will win whether or not they actually vote,

2, At last count, by 46~-41 percent, a plurality of the voting
public felt that President Nixon "did not deserve to win by a landslide.?
Buttressing this sentiment 1s the furthef finding that when measured by
itself, confidence In Richard Nlxon persconally has never been'as great as t{

leads he has held in the Presidential pairings.

In response to the question of rating the "confidence he inspires
in the Vhite House," Mr., Hlxcn has been on the positive side of the ledger

far: less ¢often than hes has recelved negative ratings from the public:

(MORE)



"How would you rate Presldent Nixon on insplring confidence personally
in the Wnite House --- excellent, pretty good, only fair, or poor?"

TREND ON NIXON INSPIRING CONFIDENCE

Posi-~  Nega~ Not

tive tive  Sure

7 % o

Oct.,, 72 48 L 7
Sept. 50 39 11
Aug. . L5 L3 12
June Lo L8 10
May 36 50 14
April 32 52 16
March 35 51 14
July, '7l 29 56 15

Coming off .his low point of July, 1971, Mr. Nixon has made a
remarkable recovery in moving to his latest confidence rating of 48-45
percent positive, But the fact remains that 1t is only by a relatively
small margin'that the vobting public feels positively about President

Nixon in the White House,

At the same time, the same 1,555 voters in early October were

. also asked this question:

“If he were President, who do you think would better inspire confidence

personally in the White House --- Richard Nixon or George McGovern?"

WHO INSPIRES CONFIDENCE?

Nixe- MeGove Not

on arn Sure
% % %
Total Voters 56 26 18
By Age
T 18-29 L5 37 18
30~-49 61 22 17
50 and over 60 24 16
Union HMembers 49 32 19
By Hegplon
rasth 50 29 21
Midwest 58 26 16
South 68 18 14
Vest 50 32 18
Big No, States 50 32 18



The gap between the sliﬁ three-point margin by which voters give
Mr. Nixon positive marks on "inspiring confidence" and the 30-point edge

between himself and Senator McGovern on a head-to-head measure of confiden
must be traced to the lack of voter trust in the Democratic nominee, Even
groups sﬁch as unlon members, young paople, and voters in the big industri
atates of the North --- all of wpom tend to agree more with McGovern on th
issues --- express more confldence in Richard Nlxon by a clear margin. By
a substantial 58-31 percent, a majority of voters agree with the claim tha

"Sen, McGovern does not inspire confidence as a President should.,”
ru
/

Yet the reader of polls should ask himself the key question:
will voters go into the bocths voting for or against Richard Nixon on the

key confldence dimension or will they be making a comparison bebtween

Mr., Nixon and Sen., McGovern?

2. Much has been made In this electlion of the fact that with the
i8-year-olds voting in this election for the first time, and with young
people vresumably turned on by the McGovern campalgn, there could be some

surprises In the turnout at the polls on November Tth.

‘Yet the Harris Survey has results which cast some doubt about
Just how much the young will come out‘to vote In Thils election, According
to Harris Surveys complefed just before registration closed oufb in the
country, the under-30 vote reports it 18 registered at a rate some 20 poln
lower than persons over 30. Again, wheﬁ asked if they felst "certaln to vo
in the election, the under-30 group ran a full 10 points below the over-30
vote., In fact, the electoraﬁe as

[

to vote

whole reported that 1t "felt certain

o

" by 10 polnts less than at a comparable time in 19568,

(MORE)



These findings reveal two facts of 1ife about the election:
first, that young people have a much greater burden placed on them in th:
all between 18 and 24 years of age have to take the inlfiative to regist:
and traditionally new voters register and vobte in lesser numbers than ol
veters; and second, that young people in this electlon acbually are less
involved than other segments of the electorate.

4, Throughout the campaign, the electorate has expressed an
Increaslng desire to vote Democratic for .Congress, raising the question ¢
Just how muéh'of the vote in the end will be a straight party vote,and,wi

J
close Lo one voter in five split his tiéket when he gets inside the votir

hooth?

5¢ At last count, the undecided vote still remalned at seven
percent. A majority of these undecideds, 51 percent, sald they felt
alienated toward the establishment in the countrv and by better than u_ﬁL
they were Democrats. On the other hand, by bebtter than 2-to-.l, this sane
undecided vote is worried about Senator McGovérn not "inspiring enough
confidence.” Up to early October, the undecided vote appeared to be
splitting about even between the two major party candldates, If 1t all

went to McGovern, however, 1t could considerably close the gap.

6. The polls tend to reflect the vote division between two majo
céndidates at a single point in time. However, there are at least two
other candidates, Rep. John Schmitz of the American Independent and Dr.
Ben jamin Spock of the People's Party, who could draw off some votes,

At early October, Scnmitz vas winning no more than tyo percent and Spock
only one percent of the vote, But, 1f disenchantment with the two major

parties grows as the race goes o the wire, the third and fourth partles

could gain ground.

(MORE)



T SU—
7. Added to all of these tough and enigmatic dimensions 1s the

fact that any well-run, in-person public opinlon survey can be off In tem

of a margin of error by four pelnts elther way in 95 cases out of 100,

This 4-point margin of error must be kept in mind when assessing the

relaticn between the polls and the actual voting on Nov., Tth.

(Copyright:. 1972 by Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate, Inc.
© World Rights Reserved)
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HARRIS PUBLIC O2IHION ANALYSIS

For Releass: Thursday AM, Octovesr 26th, 1972 Not Bafor

Even though for most of this election year Prasident Nixon has
held 2 wide and even at times unprecedented lead over Sen. Ceorge McGovern,
as the campaign enters its final days thare;are séme untldy dimensions %o
the 1972 ballofting that readers ougnt to'bé concerned about when assessing
the resulis of public opinicn surveys. f

1. In an election in which one céndidate has held a rather wide

.
lead, the polls will tend to overpredict the margin for the front-runner,
In 1664, both the Harris and Gallup Polls were three éoints too high fox
Lyndon Johnson agalnst Barry Goldwater. Part of the reason for this
overstatament of the big winngr‘s margin lles In the fact that the underdos
supvorters feel their vobtes are vitally needed, while the leader's backers

believe he will win whether or not they actually vote.

2. At last count, by 46-41 percent, a plurality of the voting
public felt that President Nixon "did not deserve to win by a landslide,"”
Buttressing this sentlment is the furthef finding that when measured by
itself, confidence in Richard Nixen persconally has never been{as great as i

lzads he has held in the Presidential palrings.

In response to the guestion of rating the "confidence he inspire:
in the White House," Mr, Hixon has been on the positive side of the ledger

far- less often than ha has recelved negative ratings Irom the public:

(MCRE)



"ifow would vou rase Presldent MNixon on inspiring conf:
T

dence personally
in fhe ;Uicn House --- excellant, nrebiy zood, only T

air, or poor?”
REND ON HIXON INSPIRING CONFIDINCE

Posi- Nega- Nag

tive tive Sure

;s 5‘5 s

Qet., '72 48 HE 7
Sept, 50 39 11
Aug. . 45 43 12
June b2 48 10
May 36 50 14
April 32 52 16
March 35 51 . 14
July, '71 29 56 15

-

Coming off his low point of Jgiy, 1971, My, Nixon has mads a
remarkable recovery in moving to his lagesb confidence rating of 48-45
pé?cent positive., But the fact remains that 1t 1s only by a relatively
small margin that the vobting public feels positlively about President
Nixon in the White House.

At thes same time, the same 1,555 voters in early October were

~

also asked this question:

YIf he were President, who do you think would better inspire confidence

personally in fthe White House -~-- Richard Nixon or George McGovern?”

WiO INSPIRES CONFIDZNCE?

Nix~- 1eGov-— Not

on ern Sure
X % % %
Total Vobers 56 26 18
By Age ,
18-29 Ls 37 18
30-49 61 22 17
50 and over 60 24 16
Union HMermbara Lg 32 19
By Hezion
£ast 50 29 21
Midwest 58 26 16
South 68 18 14
Viest 50 32 . 18
Big Mo, States 50 32 18



The gap batween the slim three~polnt margin by which vobters give

t

Mr. Nixon posltive marks on "inspirling confidence” and the 20-point edge

betwean himself and Senator HMelovarn on a head-to-head measure of confiden

N

must be Sraced o the lac

()
8]

of voter trust in the Democratic nominee., Even

groups such as union members, younzg p2ople, and velers in the big indusiri

k3

states of the North --- all of whom tend

<t
i

o agree more with McGovern on th

<t

igsues ~-- exprass more ccnfidence in Richard Hixon by a clear margin., By
a substansial 58-31 percent, a majority of voitsrs agrze with the claim tha
"Sen, McGovérn does not inspire confidence as a President should."

Yet the reader of polls should ask himself the key quesktion:
wiil voters go into thz booths voting-for or against Richard Nixon on the
key confildence dimension or will they be making a comparison\betwean

Mr., Nixon and Sen, McGovern?

3, Muich has been made in this elsction of the fact that with ths

2. 18-year-clds vobing in this election for the first time, and with young

people presumably burned on by the McGovern campaign, there could be some

surprises in the turnout at the polls on November 7th.

-Yeg‘the Harris Survey has results which cast some doubt about
just how much the young wi;l come outb to vobte In thls elesction, According
to Hzyrris Surveys complebed just beferé registration closed cuf in the
country, the under—3d vote reporis 1t 1s registered at a rate some 20 poin

;

lower than persons over 30, Again, when asked if they fezlt "certalin to vo

in the election, thez under-20 greoup ran a full 10 polints bslow the over-30

te as a whole rzported that 1% "felt certain

3]

vobz, TIn fact, the elesctor

£t

to vese' by 10 points less than at a comparable tims in 19638,



B

Thege findings reveal two facts of 1ife about the election:

first, that young p2ople have a much greater dburden placed on tham in the

and traditionally n2w voters rezister and vote

[
=t

n lessepr numbsrs than olc

veters; and second, that younz people in this election actually zre less

4, Througnhout the campaign, the electorate has expressed an
increasing desire to vote Democratic for Congress, raising the question ¢
Just how muéh of the vote in the end will be a stralght party vote,and, wi
close to one voter in five split his ticket when he gzis inside the votin

booth?

5. &% last count, the undecided vobe still remained a2t seven
percent. A majority of these undagldeds, 51 percent, said they felt
alienated toward the establishment in thé country and by better than u,té
they were Democrats., On the other hand, by betiter than 2-to.l, this sane

~

undacided vote is worried about Sernator McGovern not "inspirinz enough

!

confidance," Up %0 esarly Cctober, the undecided vote appeared to be

splitting about even between ths two majJor party candidates. If 1t all

-
s

went to McGovern, however, it could considerably close the gap,

6. The polls tend to reflect the vote division between two majo
céndidates at a single boint in‘time. Howsver, thare aPe at least two
other candidates, Hep. John Schmitz of the Amerlcan Independent and Dr,
BenJamin Spock of the People's Party, who could draw off some vobtes.
£% early October, Schm tz’vas uinming no morse than gyo percent and Spock
only one porcent of the vote, Put, 1 disenchantment with the two major

parties grows as the raze goss to the wire, the third and fourth partles
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7. Addad to all of these tough and enigmatic dimensions is the
fact that any well-run, in-person public opinlon survey can be off in ber

of 2 marzin of error by four points sither way in 835 cases oub of 100,

+3

ni

o

Y

4-point marzgin of error must be kept in wmind vhen assessing the

7]

g ot s ) o
glabion tebtween the

2]
&)

3olls and the aciual vobting on Nov, Tth.
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HARRIS SURVEY
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"or Release: Monday AlM, October 16th, 1972 Not Before
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: By Louis Harris S

Although President Nixon has been running well ahead of Sen,
MeGevern, Democrats acress the country lead Republicans in voter
prefevences for Congress. HNaticonwlde, Democratic congressional candidates

were ahead by 9 points in early (cbober, 43-39 percent.

. This is identical to the 49-40 percent edge the Democrass
enjoyed at this time four years ago when they refained control of'the
Congress, although losing the popular vote for President by a slim margin,

Moreover, tickeb-spliftting is much more in evidence in 1972 than it was

in 10A8.

Here is the trend of voter preference in the Congressional
races, as measured in %this guestion asked of 1,585 likely voters across

the nation between October 3rd and Sth:

"1f the election were bzing held today and you had 'to decide right now,
in this Congrassional Disirict, would you vote for the Hepublican or
Democratic candidate for Congrass?”
R <2450 % . PREFERZNGE FOR..CON R T TUR R S
(AL S B S e S TSy CASAEI. oo . JRRRW,
NO‘G » .
Dem, ReD. Sure
P % w
Early Cet. 72 58 39 13
Mid.-~-Seps, L5 38 17
Early Sept. 46 43 13
ct. o8 g a0 0
(1oRE)



4

ballet could come to 41 percens of n

f - o
Harris Survey -- October 16, 1972 -2

Over the past three Harris Surveys, the Democratic lead in
the races for Congress haco risen from 5 to 7 to 9 points, despite the
fact thot the hoad of thsz Damocratic ticket, Sen. McGovern, continued to
trail well bzhind President NHixon. As of early October, there was a spli

vote of fully 36 perceni among voters who intended to vote one’party for

icyalty and the mechanics of actual ticlket-spllitting on Election Day,
however, will undoubtedly have a stabvilizing effect on such potential

rarzins.

* A number of dramatic ficket-splitting areas emerge when the

intendad vole for President and for Congress are comparad:

~-- In the South, President HNixon in early October held a T70-25
percent lead, but the Democrats also held a 54-33 percent edge in the
contests for Congress. If the 4YS-percentage-point Nixon lead is added
to the 21l-point Democratic edge for Congress, the split in the South

comes to 66 percent,

-~- Union members were inclined 54-38 percent for the President
over Sen, tcCGovern, but indicated an even more decisive 56-31 percent

intention to cast thelr congressional votes for Democrats, Thus, the

-;spréad mowg union me mber° naSWDen tnp p“eaiden cial and ‘Housé' llnes on thy
N R T *,..~'t~ . -:-..;.j ; e F ; e ':.,{, :,-',,j_-’.:-.._--' SXg :x_: ety m B

o - .
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Harris Survey -- October 16, 1972 . -3

AFL~-CI0O President Gzorge lMeany hag laid down a policy of

neubrality in the race {or the VWhits House, but is spsnding substantial

]

sums of money and effort to elact a DJmocra ic Congress,., If by his
failure to endorse cGovern, the Meany move can bz taken fo indicate an
atueﬂvu to help Richard Nixon, then by the present inclination of union

membars, the Meany strategy appears $o be working --- at least up to now,

-=w Another key switching group in the electorate could well
be voters in the $10,000-315,000 income bracket. They expressed an .
intention of going for lMr., Nixon by 65-30 percent, bubt also to vote
Democratic by a 47-39 percent margin, A&11 in all, this would be a spread
of 43 points in the split vois among upper~middlé~income families if Sen.

McGovern falls to close the gap in the findl weeks of the campalgn.

v

TU ui Wue luvended tickebt-spLituing can be found

L T N
——— e &Gl

among tradiuionél Democrats, who in the early October Harris Survey were
going for Sen. lcGovern by no more than 53-L0 percent, well off their
usual parby mark, However, in the conbests for Congress, Desmocratic
party voters stated their intention of coming back to the Democratic

line fo the tune of 79~1Z percent, That would represeﬁt a theoretical

difference o 54 percent in the Democratic column on Election Doy

RN

Je ol

thé" maroriin fO“ G‘oohgm i.fgﬂ»o\.row"l,a"ld 'that: fO.. 3 L i

s.""’"-'*" BRI

the House of Hepresantatives,

~-= An indication of how long or short kr, Nixon's coattails

mignt be in this election 1s provided by the fact that by no better than

5928 porcent dozs the early October crop of Nixon voters also intend to

vote KRepublican for Congress. Tnese results would indicate that as many

as U-in-10C lizxon voblzars might sbray from the Republican to Democratic
LE J

line when they cet in the voting booths on November Tih.
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One of ths favorite th

d)

mes of President Nixon this year has

been Lo talk of a "new majority” which hls election would signify., Yeg

this analysis of the vote-switehing indicated by the voters themselves
would dictate qulite a different conclusion. -

Rather, thece results are indicatlve of the low levels of
enthusiasm Jelt by voters this year for either presidential candidatsz
Since the election caumpalgn began, the number of vobters who view themselv
as Republicans has remained remarkably constant --- 27 percent --- as,
indeed, has the numbse who view themselves as Democrats --- 52 percenb.
The presidential race In 1972 has not greatly disturbed these basic

alignments as far as Congress is concerned.

The notion of having a President of one party and a Congress

b

of ancther is not without appeal, either, 1Iin a year such as 1972, when
fa*th in politics and peliticiang 1s at cne of 1ts lowest.ebbs in modern
times. In light of this disenchantment, if is 1ittle wonder that at 1éat
count, by 57-35 percent, a majority of voters agreed with the statement
that it was "a good idea %o have a President of one ﬁarty and a Congess

of another to check up on each other,”

If President Nixon's lead does not shrink appreciably in the

iebislé ve

end would
reguire the most moocoive ticket-splitting in the entire history of
American elactlions, But that is what most voters have been saying Sthey

Iintend to do three weeks [rom f[omorrod.
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HARRIS SURVEY
r Relcase: HMonday AM, October 16%h, 1972 Not Before

Sy Louils Harrls

Although President Nixon has been runn ell ahead of Sen.

HMeGovern, Democrabts across the country lead Republicans in vober

preferences for Congress. HNaticnwide, Democratic congressional candidates

were ahead by 9 points in early Cctober, U48-39 percent.

This is identical to the 49-40 percent edge the Democrats

* .
enjoyed at this time four years ago when they retained control of the
Congress, although losing the popular vate for President by a slim margin
Moreover, ticket-splitting is much more in evidence in 1972 than it was

in 10AR8

Here is the Lrend of voter preference in the Congressional

races, as measured in this question asked of ;,585 likely voters across

the nation batween October 3rd and 5th:

"If the elecbion were being held today and you had to decide right now,
in this Congressional District, would you vote for the Republican or
Democrabtic candidate for Comgress?“
P RS P?EﬁEREN FO? QOKGRESS i e o 5
IO S F A S - =t .,9-».,_ e ,:4,";-.'.\.""" ; )
' Not
Dem, Revo, Sure
P % v
tarly Oct. '72 48 39 13
Mid.-~Sept. L5 38 17
Early Sept. 46 41 13
Oct., 'oo @ 73?6 ﬁ


http:R0:1e8.se

ST ——
o

Harris Survey -- October 16, 1972

Over the past three Harris Surveys, the Democratic lead 1in

the races for Congress hac risen from 5 to 7 Lo O points, despite the

P2

act that the head of the Democratic tickeb, Sen, McGovern, conbinued to

=5

1

5rail well behind President Nixon, As of early October, there was a spli
vote of fully 36 percent among vobters who intended %o vote one party for
President and the other for Congress. The tug of traditional party
loyalty and the mechanics of acbual tilcket-splitfing on Election Day,
however, will undoubtedly have a stabllizing effect on such pobential

§ .
pargins.

A number of dramatic ticket-splitting areas emerge when the

1ﬂteza 1s! voia'for Presldent and for Congress are compared:

-=-=- In the South, President Nixon 1n early October held a 70-25
percent lead, but the Democrats also held a 54-33 percent edge in the
contests for Congress,., If the U45-percentage-point Nixon lead is added

to the 21l-point Democratic edge for Congress, the split in the South

comes to 66 percent.

-~~~ Union members were inclined 54~38 pesrcent for the President

o

over Sen. Mclovern, but indicabted an even more decisive 56-31 percent

intention to cast their congressional vobtes for Democrats, Thus, the

. % R .
. i PR N P . oy
R O "'{ g .;t P e R Y . . .

spreaa &moﬂv union. mewbero-bbgween bnp pﬂe31den igliandfﬁcu%e 13nes ton- Thu
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AFL-CIO President George Meany has laid down a policy of

neubrallity in the race {or the White House, but is spending substantial

sums of money and eflfcrt to elect a M’MOCf?t*C Congress, 1L by his
failure {o endorse HMcGovern, the lMeany move can va taken to indicate an

abttempt to help Richard Nixon, then by the present inclination of union

members, the Meany strategy appears to be working ~-- at least up to now,

--=- Another key switching group in the electorate could well
be voters in the 310,000-315,000 income bracket. They expressed an .
intention of going for Mr, Nixon by 65-30 percent, but also to vobe
Democratic by & 47-39 percent margin., A1l in all, this would be a spread
of 43 points in the spllt vots among upper~middlé~inceme families if Sen.

McGovern fails to close the gap in the final wesks of the campailgn,

[22 PR R %

——- The Neavt ol tle ilutended Lickeu-spLritoing can be found

among btraditional Democrats, who in The early October Harris Survey vere

3

goling for Sen, McGovern by no more than 53-40 percent, well off their
usual party mark. However, in the contests for Congress, Democratic
party voters stated thelir intentlon of coming back to the Democratic

line to the tune of 79-12 percent, That would represent a theoretical

- NN ¥
difference of 54 g

*

ent in the Democratic column on Electlon Day

G

. P .
P awxd .»:‘ R IR

George Metovern: and that  To ,‘i'cjliéandidét

.\05',"

ffbetweeﬂ‘the marﬁi f'
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the louse of e esentavacb.

- An indication of how long or short Hr, WNixon's coattalls
might be in this election 1s provided by the fact that by no better than
50.28 percent doess the early October crop of Nixon vobe"s also intend to
vote Hepublican for Congress., These resulis would indicate that as many
ag U-in-10C WNixon votars might stray {rom the Republican to Denocra Lic

Ry

line when they get in the vobing booths on November Tth.
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One of the [lavorlte themes of President Nixon this year has
gen to taik of a "new majJority" which his election would signify. Yet

this analysis of the vote-swibeching indicated by the voters themselves

would dictate guite a different concliusion,

Rather, these results are indicative of the low levels of
entvhusiasm Telt by voters this year for elther presidential candidats
Since the clection campalgn began, the number of voters who view themselve
as Hepublicans has remained remarkably constant --- 27 percent --- as,
indeed, has the numpber who view themselves as Democrats --- 52 percent.
The presidential race in 1972 has not greatly disturbed these basilc

alignments as far as Congress is concerned,

Y

The notion of having a President of one party and a Congress
of another is not without appeal, either, in a year such as 1972, when
faith‘in politics and politiclans is at one of 1its lowest ebbs in modern
times, In light of this disenchantment, it is 1itfle wonder that at lasst
count, by 57-36 percent, a majority of veters agreed with the statement
that it was "a good idea %to have a President of one party and a Congess

of another to check up on each other,"

If President Nixon's lead does not shrink appreciably in the
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HARRIS SURVEY (BOXUS)

For Release: Tuesday AM, October 10th, 1972 -- NOT BEFORE

by Louis Harris

In the latest larris Survey, conducted among 1,585 likely voters between October

~

3xd-5th, President Richard Nixzon holds a 60-33 percent lead over his Democratic opponent,

eri— E——————————

Senator George McGovern. This current 27-point Nixon lead is down one point from the

28-point wmargin the President held in the last ﬁarris Survey of Sept. 19-21st.

The only shift of any consequence to take piace among key segments of the electora
can be observed amo?g:black voters, who now indicate by 82-12 percent that they intend to wvo
for McGovern. In early September, the vote division among blacks was 67-22 percent for the

Democratic nominee. Mr. Nixon's widest lead is in the South, where he is zhead by 70-25

percent, and the election is closest in the 8 largest states of the North, where he runs
azhead by 54-38 percent, a l6-point margin.
One key element to watch in the four weeks remaining in this campaign is the

extent to which a kind ofrunderdog reaction'can set in for McGovern. In this latest survey,

by 46~41 percent, voters agreed with, the proposition that, "President Nixon does not deserve

1
i
to win by a landslide U 1

Offsetting this possible underdog effect is the matter of personal trust in the

respective two candidates. On this dimension President Nixon leads Senator McGovern by

60~29 percent, a 3l-point margin for the Republican incumbent. In addition, when only that

82 percent of the likely voters who said they are 'certain to vote" on November 7th are :7

Tooked at separately, the Nixon lead rises to 63-32 percent, also a 3l-point edge. ‘

The cross-section was asked these questions in this latest Harrils Survey: ‘

(‘More ) , ’




“"Suppose the election for President were being held right now znd you had to choose betwee
Richard Nixon for the Republicans and Senator George McGovern for the Democrats, who would
you be for?" . . . and . . . "(IF "NOT SURE') If you had to say, would you lean toward Nix
the Republican or MzGovern the Democrat?"

When the committed and leaners are added together, the actual Nixon lead becomas

60-33 percent.

Here is the trend of Yepeated Nixon~-McGovern trial heat pairings::

WITHOUT LEANERS

Total Likely

Voters
4
Nixon 56
McGovern 29
Not sure 15

LEANER ANALYSIS
Total
"Not Sure"

%
Nixon L
MelOovcorn 4
Not sure 7

TREND OF NIXON-McGOVERN PATIRINGS

Early Oct.
Mid-Sept.
Early Sept.
Aug.

July

May

April
March

Nixon McGovern Not Sure
% A %
60 33 7
59 31 10
63 29 8
57 34 9
55 35 10
48 41 11
54 34 12
59 3z 9

( More )




In terms of hils spread in a two-way contest, Mr, Nixon's current 27-point lead
is precisely the same as 1t was back in March, when Senator McGovern was far less well
known and then seemed to be far from a certainty to be the ultimate Democratic nominee.
This finding is significant, for 1t indicates that in all the political give and take
that has ensued since then, McGovern has not gained ground at all. Indeed, as the South

Dakota Senator has become a more familiar figure, he has created as many doubts as he has

s
i

won adherents.

Significant in this survey, as well, is the fact that those who are uncormitted
on the surface, but on the "leaner" question make a preference, the division is even for
both candidates., This is the third survey in a row where the uncommitted vote appears to
be splitting down ‘the middle for each major party candidate. The possible draw-off of
third and fourth party candidates also is not reflected in these results.

‘As the word spreads that Richard Nixon holﬁs a commanding lead in this election;
the likely voters are beginning to express more doubt that he "deserves to win by a

landslide". In early September and again in this latest survey, voters were asked:

-
» Pan .

Do you feel that President Nixon deserves or not to win re-election by a landslide vote?"

DOES NIXON DESERVE TO WIN BY A LANDSLIDE?

Oct. Sept.

% %

Deserves to win by landslide 41 46
Does not deserve 46 40
Not sure 13 14

Fully 29 percent of the current Nixon voters feel that the President's current
landslide proportion lead is excessive. Undoubtedly, this segment of the electorate is one

that must be watched closely in these next four weeks.

( More ).
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However, one of the offsetting elements to prospective gains by Senator McGovern
in his decldedly underdog stance is hls fallure to generate more personal confidence among

voters. Repeatedly, likely voters have been asked:

"If it came down to a matter of personal trust, who would you trust more to be the Presids
in the VWhite House -— Richard Nixon or George McGovern?"

PERSONAL TRUST

Nixon McGovern Not Sure

% % %

Early Oct. 60 29 11
Early Sept. 66 24 10

. August 60 27 13
July ) 56 31 13

Although the huge 42-point gap between the two.men of a wmonth aéo on the confide
dimension has now dropped to 31 points, the telling finding is that on a straight personal
trust basis, Richard Nixon outdistances Ceorge McGovern more than he does in the actual vo
It is now evident that McGovern's task in the last four weeks is to either build uvp confid]
in himself among voters or to cut in&é the reservoir of trust in his opponént, or'both.

Vhether or not this can be done unquestionzbly will determine both the size of future Nixo

leads and, indeed, the ultimate outcome on November 7th.

(Copyright: 1972 by Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate, Inc.
World Rights Reserved)




HARRLS SURVEY

September 24, 1972
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Nationwidae 57
ast 58
Midwast 53
South 65
VWeost 55

Dcep South 68

/
Border States 62

Cities 50
Suburhs 57
Towns 62
Rural 62

18-24 year olds
25-49 year olds,
18-29 year olds53
30-49 year olds$8

50+ 59
8th Grade 52
High School 58
Coliege 58
Union 49
Men 58
Women 56
White 62
Black 16

Under 55,000 52
$5,000-59, 90055

810, 000-$14, 900 58

$15, 000+ 65
Republicans 87
Democrats 38
Independents O

White: Catholics 55

WASP 68
Jewish 46
Irish
Itelian

Mo Nixon
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33
36
27
39
26
29
42
33
31
28
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10
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69
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37
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34
34
22
32
19
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44
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TRIAL ITEATUS:

1972
Nixon Kaonnedy Wallace Not Sur=
August 1971 48 37 11 4
Sept. 2:4-0ct 1 45 38 11 6
Daecembaer 20 45 3 11 7

Nixon Muskie Wallace ot Surae
Sepk 23-0c¢t 1, 1971 177 35 11 7
Noverver 1971 475 39 11 K
January 1972 47 47 11 5
February 44 40 11 5
March 47 35 12 6
April 44 33 15 &

]
Nixon Muskie Mot Sure
- »

Sent 23-Cct 1, 197! 50 40 10
Novembezr 1971 48 473 g
January 1972 45 48 7
February 47 45 8

Nixon Hummporey Watlace
September 1971 45 36 12 7
November 45 26 12 . 7
January 1972 44 37 12 5
February 47 36 12 5
March 48 35 172 5
April 42 30 6 6
May 41 37 i b

Nixon Hummbhrey Not Sure
February 1972 51 41 3]
March 53 37 10
April 50 42 8
May 50 42 3

Nixon MceGovern Wallaca Not Sure
August 1971 48 33 13 6
Novamber 1971 49 31 12 3
NMaren 1972 53 28 13 &
April 1272 47 29 P46 s
I\/.{LL W *’% 0 3 5 1 7 8

McocGovern Not Suce

March 1972 59 32 9
Aocil 54 24 Lz
May 48 4 11
URIEE 54 38 &
NATI 55 3 10
Avgust 57 34 9
Seoiember A7 2(;‘ s
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Natiomvide

il
3049
50
B Fan '}
DI Lo s
v
Suburbs
vro
Lowne

. - -
Rural

Union Memberxrs

Nationwide

Doemocrats

HARRIS DEMOGRAPHIC STUDY 1972

Nizon Humphrey Wallace Not Sure (Released January 6,1972)
45 36 12 7 Poll taken late 1971)
39 40 13 8

45 37 12 6

51 32 10 7

37 46 19 7

51 34 10 5

51 31 12 6

47 29 15 9

41 42 12 5

Nixon Humphrey Not Sure (Poll taken May 9-10,

50 42 8 ’ 1972)
55 34 11

51 44 5

53 40 7

43

28
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HARRIS DEMOGRAPHIC STUDY 1972

September 23-Qctober 1, 1971 November, 1971 January, 1972

Nixon Muskie Wallace Not Sure Nixon Muskic Wallace Not Sure Nixon Muskie Wallace 1
Nationwide 47 35 11 7 43 29 11 7 42 42 11 3
18-20 ‘ P ' v 28 35 13 11 27 53 13 7

! 20 14 r\
21-29 ECRE 14 o 33 47 13 7 30 54 12 4
3049 46 40 1¢ 4 42 40 12 6 43 42 11 4
50— 49 32 11 8 50 34 10 6 49 35 11 3
Tnder $5, 000 41 26 13 10 39 36 15 10 4.2 43 11 <
55, 000-9, 99¢ 41 36 13 10 40 40 13 7 39 44 i2 5
10, 000-14, 999 50 39 & 3 45 ., 40 10 5 47 40 10 3
812,000 57 34 & 3 53 37 6 4 45 42 7 6




MNation-wide

Kast
Midwest
South

e »
West

8ch Grade or Less
igh School

College

Tindeor 35
2 e

[ORUUR ok 3
50

~2

Cities
Suburbs
Towns
Rural

Republican
Democrat
T ndependent

Unien

Megro

HARRIS DEMOGRAPHIC §TUDIES

July 25-29, 19568

Not
Nizon Humphrey  Wallace Sure
36 41 16 7
46 37 10 7
33 42 20 5
29 54 9 8
39 39 15 7
71 13 12 4
14 63 14 7
37 26 27 10
$
22 48 272 8
6 80 2 12

October §-10, 1968

Not

Nixon  Humphrey Wallace Sure
40 35 18 7
40 38 12 10
43 35 16 6
30 29 35 6
47 37 10 6
26 44 19 11
37 36 20 T
53 29 14 4
41 35 20 4
42 34 18 6
37 37 16 10
33 46 14 7
43 35 13 g
45 28 21 6
37 31 26 6




TIARRIS TRIANL UEATS:

1064

Johnson Goldwater Undecided
Early July
(Pre GOP Conv) 72 22 6
Tate July o1 31
Karly August 59 32
Late August 59 22
Mid~September 60 32
Farly October 58 54
Mid-~October 60 34
Frnd October 62 33

OO

D

. Republican 27,178,188 38.5%
Democratl 43,129, 566 61,19,
Other 336, 835 <45
.
Johnson Goldwater
{With undecided vote counted in}
Larly July T4 26
Late July b4 36
Tarly August 62 38
Late August 62 38
Mid September 63 37 .
Early October 61 39
Tate QOctobar 64 35
1668
o Mot
Nixoun Flumphrey Wallace Sure
June 10-17 36 43 13 8
July 8-14 35 37 17 11
July 25-29 36 41 16 7
August 24 40 34 17 g
September 11-13 39 31 21 g
ctaober 8-10 40 35 . 18 T
Cectober 27-8 40 37 16 7
November 1-2 42 40 12 6
Actual Votes:
Republican 31,785,480 43, 4%
Democrat 31,274, 166 42,77
Ameardaden 9, 906, 473 13. 5%,
Other 244, 756



VOTING TOR LYNDON JOHNZON FOR PRESIDENT 1964 HARRIS SURVEY

Yin paventhesce Late July Tarly Aungust  Late August Mid September

is % of voting population)

Nation=widna 64 62, H2 63
st (32%) 74 65 64 67
Midwest {33%) 64 63 62 64
South {18%) 45 50 54 50
Weast (17%) 69 658 65 67

N
-~
(]
i
1

Cities |
Suburbs
Towns (2]

Rural (25%) 54 46 50 -

i
o
o~
RS

~} O =3

[QE RPN

[ea N ot

o

1 b

H H

VWhite (929) 51 59 &1 -
Negro(87h) gz &4 68 o
Republican(33%) 39 33 32 g 26 ‘
Denmocrat {53%9) 79 18 681 80
Independent (14%) 67 67 66 65
Conscrvativas(36%) 46 50 48 50
Mirldle of Road(44%) 59 61 66 65

Literals {(20%) 79 78 73 78

Prolestant (70%) 59 57 160 60
Catholic (24%) , 72 72 67 69

Tewish{69)) 67 T2 76 78
Mo (49%) £4 62 62 60
21-34 (55%) 7k 72 . 66 63
3549 (16%) 61 59 62 62
50 4 (1870 57 55 59 57
Weomen (51%) 64 62, 652 6H6
21-34(14%) 66 64 61 67
25,49 [17%) 62 60 62 67
T4 (207) 63 s 1 62 &3
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--- Buttressing thiz reacbion ls the 52-30 percent who agree the

Senator EKeGovarn "seers indecisive and unable to make up his mind,"

seGovern has mounted strongar atbacks on President
Nixon, reastion of velers To The Senator persconzlly has groun nove
unfavorable. On the kev dimension of having a "sincere, appealing
personzlity," back in [ay when ho was making his draratic rise to

capbure the Deomocratlc nomination, voters reacted positively $o the
MeGovern porsonality, B6-265 worcoent This sl o o L I pe &
MeGovern pozrsonellty, 406-20 porcent, his slipped to 42-34 percent

positive aifter the debates with Sen, Humphrey in the California

primary, then held at a narrow 43-39 percent positive after the
Eagleton episcde, Eubt by early Septembsr, as McGovern attacks on
his GOP opponents mounted, reachion to the Senator reversed to 48-37

‘percent negative. In late Sepbember, this negabtive set still held at

45-30, ..

¢4

--= AS & consequence of these feelings aboubl MeGovern's being
"mistake-prone," "lacking in good Jjudgment,” and not appealing as a
sincere personality,” a majority of the vobers, 51-32 percent, agree
with the stabement that "he Just leaves me flabt and seems incapable of

inspiring the best in America.”

The neb impzet of this failure of Senatér MeGovern to engender a
sense of perscnal confidence has been the single most important recasor
for his runninz 8o fer bzhind President Hixen in the early polls., To
measure the full degree of douste voters have cxpressed aboubt the
Senator, the Harris Survey has poriodicelly asked:

"Do you tend Lo agree or disagrce that Senator MeGovern dogs not

insplire confidonce 25 a President should?”


http:perce.1t

TRIEND ON COMNFIDENCE I McGOVERN

»

Not Inspire Doas Hob
Conifidence Inppire Sure

f;g Yo }3

Mid-Sept. 55 5 1
Early Sent, 58 29 13
Aug. L7 37 16
July L 35 21
Juna 39 33 23
May 33 36 31

W

Precisely the sams quesblon has bheen asked aboubt Richard Nixon
since Avgust of 1971. Here is the trend on the gsame guestion:
TREND ON COUFIDENCE IN NIXON

Not Inspire Doeaz Not

Confidence Insplre  Sure

% %

Sept., '72 33 59 8
July Lo 53 7
April Lo 4o 11
Feb, 49 Lo 11
Aug., 'T1 50 . 4o 10

There 1s little doubt that the dispariby between President Nixon
and Sen. McGovern on this key dimension of confidence was an imporbtan
inpuft into the 28-point lead enjoved by Nixon in mid-September in

preferential tests,

The next five weeks will sc2e both sides, in personal appsarancss
in the media, trying to bulld the credibility of their man and to den

the reservoir of trust of the opposition candidate.

(more)
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Desplite the problems Fr, Wixon has had in the post in his abilit
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en, FeGovern has had in the

t likely o be resolved giild

on the matter of integrity or personal charisma, Nelbther man in 1672

viaved by vobers as a magnetic personallty.

Rather, the focus will

come down hard on voter confidence in each's ability to lead the coun

And, on this score, Senator HMcGovern has much ground to make up in th

s renaining weeks.

03

(Editorts Note:

=1

U

O

# #

(Copyright: 1972 Chicago Tribune-New Yo

A

This is the first of two Harris Surveys reporting in

epth on public reaction to Sen. McGowern as of mid-September.)

I

vz News Syndicate, Inec.
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Streeb, New Yorik, M.Y. OJI[

For Release: [Hondoy A, October 2nd, 1672 ot Befcore

T P, -
nY OLouLs };r.?‘f'l ;

The hoart of Sen, Ceorqe McGovarn's bid for the Wnite Houges in

Ll i

the next flve wealks wests on the propoziition of whebhsr he can bturn
. A 4 < - At e Sy SENRT! - . N
sround the 55-23 percent majority view that "he doesn't inspire

There are some signs that the Democratic nominee'ls almost four-
month long slide in the polls may have ended., (He gained six poinss
]
in the Harris Survey veported last week.,) Bub Lo come close to

winning on Hovembeyr Tth MceGovern clearly must

bty

“ind a way to build the

‘faith of vobers in him personally. .

Here are some of the key dimensions pointing up MeGovern's

CE

problems drawn from a Harris Survey taken among 1,668 likely voters
petween Sepnt, 19th-21lst:

—— By 50-22 percent, a sizable majoribty of the voters agree with
the charge against the South Dakota Senator that "he seems %o be

making too many mistakes that raise doubts zbout his judzment.” This

did mnob shift nuch during his first three weeks of campalgning in

443

September, since vobers agreed with the same statement by 60-24

—-—e A cloud still hangs over Sen, bicGovern zs a resuli of the
Bagleton affair. When asked to comment on the statement that "he
handled the dropping of Senator Eaplebton as his vice presidential

H

running mabe with good Jjudgment and good taste,” vobers express

digagrecnent by 4E8-32 percent.
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TRIND O CO

TN TN T AN TS
FIDENCE

FeQGOVERN

Kot Inspnire Does Fot

Confidaonce Inepire Sure

% ) %

Mid-Septb., 55 26 17

Earls Sent, 58 29 ”%

Lug . Ly 37 16

July L 35 21

Juna 39 38 23

Hay 33 35 31

Precisely the same guestlon hag besn asked zoboub Richard Nixon
since August of 1971. Here is the ftrend on the same guestion:
TREND ON COHFIDZNCE IN NIXON

Not Inspirve Doas Not
Confidence Insoire Sure

. % 7 55

£ ? -

Sept., '72 33 59 8

July Lo 53 7

Lpril L9 Lo 11

Feb, 49 ute 11

fg,, 71 50 - 4o 10

There is Llittle doubt that The disparlty belween President Nizon
and Sen., McGovern on this key dimension of confidence was an importan

input lnto the

preferential tests.

The next ive weeks will
in the media, trying to bulld

the reservoir of trust of the

28-point lead enjoyed by Nixon in mid-September in

sece bobh sides, in personal appsarancss
the credinility of their man and to dan

opposition candidate.

(more)
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N T T S - AP the vobons ofve Mo (b ryr e A3
Although ©O0 percent of the vohers give Sen, MceGovern credi

“ mery e U re vy gt e 3 - = 4 - 3 SR Iy . -
for having “the courege o say what hz thinks, even 1f 1T ls unpopule:

ongong RPN U R S - s H : -
by 55-27 percent s majoriby also think "he wants o change things

\)u

o
O
<

Thug,; in addition o having a problem in inspiring confidenc
in his abllity to lead the country as President, as reporbted yesterd

Sen, HMelovern also has run into some sharp vober disagrsement with

I-

“positions he has taken on key lssues In the campalgn

On the issuve slde, however, the Democeratic standard-~beaarer
has some pronlsing ground to plow:
By 53~15 percent, voters give thelr endorsement Lo

icGovern efforts to "expose the profits that were made by dealers in

5

T

sy
6]

grain deal recently made by the Hixon Administration wiith the
Russians." Significantly, an even higher 55 percent of mldwestern
vobers, located in or near the wheat belt, agree with MclGovern
criticisms on the wheat deal.

wme By 54-20 percent, they also are sympabhetic with McGover
position against "the close ties bebtween big buslness conbribubors to

the Republicans and the favors given them by the Hixon Adminiatrat

LG

Jule

O,

{unore)
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the involvement of Hixon aildes in the put Liobening dovioas

.2 kY s o sy g oy o N JRUR £
in his and Domoceratic headeuarters,
5% - L R 2 . LTy s -~ EEE K] - - -
Thus, on the whest desl, GOP tles with big business, and the
1, oy e LY LR PR NP Eal L s 3 N e “ o~ - - - -
Vatorgave affair, the Senator Irom Souith Daliota appears o heve some

By the same tolkten; there is anobher whole roster of ilssues o
which PMcGovern is in some real trouble:s

, ~== By 54-21 percent, vobters agree wul

it . N . PR} . M LI S P T X k3 - N "1 .3
he was wrong Lo say that after Q0 dayes in bhe White Housc he would
- . D ' I o H m .} . [ S -+ - o]
abollsh &1l wage and price controls. Though he has tempsred some of
L ]
P e S N i P s B Y S N I S R A~ T T =) TR 2 [ N a1 T A e e T DU S s SO S-S ]
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the impreassion prevalls that MeGovern favors a slackening of controls

at a time when vobers want tougher enforcement of wage and price conir

(]
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1
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s
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ercent, voters feel that Sen, HMcGovern's

"vrogram for redisbributing the wealth is too radical,” Again, %the

ta

Democrabtlc standard-bearer in August modified many of hls more exbtreme
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tamp on MeGovern in this campaign is that

somehow he 1s beyond the limits of tolerance on income redistribubtion,
-—= [lcGovern dogs betlter on the score of belng known as a

"fighter for tax re

orm and help for the working man," a statement

£
agreed Lo by a 43-33 percent n

¥
a3
j
ot
s
-
e
o
<!
o
=
[
]
¢
| g
w»
[
O
L
zw »
e

12 ground as
the campaicn prozressaes on thig appesal, for it was runninzg 49-27 perce

in his favor on ¢
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PR ’ *
NARRLS SUGRVEY (RONUS) . ) . .

For Imnediate Releace
by Louls Harris

Tor the fivst tine cince May, Richard Nixon‘s_lead over Geoxrge {cGovern
has narrowed rather than wildened in the lotest Harrls Survey conducted between
Septecber 19-21. However, the Nixon marpin is still a substantial 28 points, 59-31
percent, compared with the 34-point edge he held in early September.

Tere is the trend in the Nixzon-McCGovern race in response to this basic

question asked periodically, this timz awmong 1,668 likely voters:

.
¢ P
-

.. . . . .
"Thie Rovember for President it will be between Richard Nixon for the Republicang and
Senator Goorge McGovern for the Democrats. If you had to choose right now, whom would
you be for?"

NIXOK-McCGOVERN TRERD

Nixon MeGovern Not Sure

R i 4 Z
Mid-Sept. 59 31 10
Early Sept. 63 29 g8 .
Aug. 57 34 9 -
July 55 35 0 .
June 54 * 38 ' 8
May . 48 41 11
April - 54 34 12
Mar. 59 32 9

The most significant shift in the vote between early and mid-September can
be fcound among young voters under 30 years of age. HMr. Nixon is now ahead of Sen.
HeGovern by only 47-45 percent among the young, compared with a 52-42 percent advantage
three weelks ago.

At the same tiwe, President Fivon still holds a substantial lead awong union
menbers, 55-34 percent, and auong Cathelic voters, 58~31 percent., BDoth groups have been
traditional conters of Fu&ocrctic party support in past presidential elections. Even
the Jowlsh vore, vhidh traditiennliy has pence 5-1 Preocratice, has averaped out over the
past four surveys to no botter than &5;&1 pereent for MeCovern,

-
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HARRTS SURVEY (BONUS) -~ (September 22, 1972) -2~
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McGovern's basie handicap in this election continues to be omong that 52
&

percent of the voters vho consider themsclves Democrats. lere is the trend among

Denocratic voters since May:

TREND AMONG DEMOCRATIC VOTERS

: ) ’ Nixon McCovern ot Sure
% % %

Mid-Sept. T a1 48 11

Early Sept. 43 47 10

Aug. 38 53, 9

July 36 53 11 .
June . 36 55 g

Hay : 29 59 . 12 -

* ' O . ) -

Although the McGovern lead among Democrats went from a low of four points
earlier in September to seven pointe in this latest Barris Survey, he is far off the
mark of vhat a Democratic candidate must receive from his own party base in order to
make the electicn close. In 1968, for example, when a relatively high 14 percent of
all Democrats defected to the third-party candidacy of George Wallacey and an additional
16 percent went for Richard Nixon, Democratic nominee Hubert Humphrey nonethelEss .was
able to win 70 percent of his own party mewbers. At the meoment, McGovern is runniung
22 points off the percentage of Democrats won by Humphrey four years ago.

Reaction to this latest Harris Survey ceould go in two opposite directions:
(1) that the six-point decline in the Nixon lead is a sigral that McGovern has now
turned the corner and the election éill proceed to beccwe much closer, or (2) that with
a 28-point bulge in his faver, Richard Wixon hasg an insurvountable lead., Nedither
interpretation is warranted frog these results,

Tn all probebility, if the election were held last Friday, the day after the
polling ended, the Harris Survey division of 59-33 percent coul§ well be overstating

the Nixon margin for thesze reasons: ’

— The undecided voie fs running Ligher than wsual at this stape of a presidential

clection, a sipn of much fluxn aund cven instability among the voters,

’
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- then the 10 porcent Qf the iikoly voters who are uvndecided are analyzed,
they are 4-1 Dewmocratic in their porty affilintlen. They also tend to be less critical
of MeGovern and more hestile to the President than the voters as a whole.  If McGCovern
were to capture B0 percent of this undeclded &ote, the outcome then would be 61~39
percent —- a leed six peints leower than the one Mr. Nixon now enjoys. Such a resuvit
would Youghly approximate the size of Lyndon Johnson's win over Barry Goldwater in 1964,

~~ The electorate has indicated & desire to vote Democratic for Congress in
1972. This underlying anchor point of inclinations to vote Democratic in other elections
being held this year not only could mske Richaxd Nixon's ceattails qﬁite short this

Neverber, but could actually cost him some votes in the presidential race. -
* == President Nixen has recently gained in personal popularity and confildence
among voters during the same period that Sen, MeGovern has slipped in public confideﬁce.
ﬁoncfheless, 4r. Nixon's own confidence rating is no better than 51-39 percent positive,
" .
a 12-point wmargin, in contrast to his overall 28~point laad., T, din the romainine wochs

of the election voters focus primarily on Richard Nixon personally rather than George

McGovern, as has been the case for some time now, it is possible for the Nixon current

-
-

rargin to shrink. )

~= Finally, the reverse ¢f a bandwagon effect, an underdoé effec&, céuld take
place in reaction to the polls. The Harris Survey has encountered the phenomenon in
past electiomof an early front rumner's lead slipping sharply at the end because voters
feel it is not right for him to win by such a large margin. This could have an impact
this time if some voters who might actually prefer the President to lcGovern, nonctheless
end up voting for the Scnctor simply because they do not feel that Mr. &ixon déserves to
win in a landslide. )

Despite all of these influences which might narrow the Wixon lead, the f{act
‘resains that he is still 59-31 percent ahead with Tlection Day six weeks awvay. That is

a massive margin measvred by any standards.

R { #
(Copyripht: 1972 Chicago Tribune-llew York Rews Syndicate, Inc.
Vorld Rights Reserved)
»


http:Prcsiuc.nt

R O R N S ik S St ~ - - -

2z T
97y Vg p A2nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10017

P

UARDIS SURVEY
For Deleasea: ienday MM, Seprember 18th, 1572 Not Before

By Louis llarxrris

Although FPresident Nixon has been leading Sen. McGovarn by a substantial nargix

[N
3

the Harris Survey, Democrats are ahead in nationwide races for Congress, 46-~41 percent

Ar th

©

comparadle stage of the 1968 campaign, Demccratic candidates for Congress held

a 49-40 percent lead. Except for the ilidwest, where the GOP holds a 5-point lead,
Democrats rumnning for House seats in other parts of the country average out 9 to 13

points zhead of their Republican opponents. .

While both thes contests for the White House and for control of Congress can
cnapg considerably in the seven remaining weeks of the campaign, voters at this moment

are expressing intentions to split their tickets this fall more than at anv time in Anr

[0

poliiticsl histery. The total spread betwean party votes for President and party votes

" for Congress now runs a full 39 percentage points nationwide and even higher among

specific blocs of voters.

§

{ wore )
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Between August 30th and Septemder lst, a cress sectionm of 1,040 ely voters

and you had to decide right now, in this
he Republiican or Democratic candidate for

Conzress: Prag Snraad
Den  ap Nix, Mel.,

L6 41 L3025 32

&9 36 60 34 39
43 48 64 29 30
47 38 70 19 60
50 39 58 34 35

53 32 52 42 31
45 41 8 25 47
45 46 65 26 38

Republican ¢ 80 33 5 18
Pemocratic 74 17 43 47 53
Independent 33 47 68 22 32 .
: By Relizfon ' '

WasP 37 51 74 20 40
tatnolic 49 35 62 27 49
Jewish - ) 72 24 47 b4 51

By Unica lembers 58 32 -~ 56 34 48

By Income :
Undzr $5,000 48 38 56 36 30
$5,000-9,999 52 35 58 32 42
$10,000-14,999 42 45 70 23 “44
$15,000 and ovar 43 45 71 24 45
By Education

Under 8th grade - 53 38 56 36 35.
High school ] L5 41 66 26 44

College L6 41 63 31 37

o
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A numbey of key lprniicotions emerge Iroo those rogulbg:
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e 0D biauly vmlizely oot cachoa wide dispority will finally take ploace
'3 1 . - - P L P A = . e wpapy & R A, . 2 h 304
in tha actual ballscing on Novermber 7in, for it is much easier fov people to indizzte

b 1 B AP - - - Ty ¥ By o
nicn survey thor to de it in fact in the

- Hovazvyer

, some of the groups who express the most sizable desire to s

1.
.

1
or

I

their tickets are from the most articulate segments of the electorzte: voters under 30,
the collzge-sducated, those with incomes of $15,000 and over, rnd Jewish voter

zht very well take the time and trouble to split tickets on Election Day.

--— Union members and those who are Catholic are among the most prolific
intended ticket~splitters. Thair early defections in't?is election from the Democratic
line for President have been taken by scme political analysts to indicatre that a major
realigﬁment of parties is about to take place in this country. It is entirely possible,

on the other hand, that the Democratic ties they show on the Congressional line mizht

well temper their potential defections to the Republicans at the head of the ticket.

-—- The Democratic showing in the East and the West is rougly similiar to the
vote the Democrats cast in the off-year elections of 1970 for Congress, when they
retained control of the House and Senate., However, the Republican vote in the South is
well above previous years' showings and could presage gains there for the COP. In the

Midwest, the Republicans generally do better than in other regions for Congress, but they

still mizht score some gains theare.


http:sit-:.ce

BARRIS SUAVEY - Senterber ldth, 1872 . -4 -

ate that,at lcast eariy in the compaizn,President Nixon'

ceatteiles con be t2luloel co oihiy Republicans ruaning this fall, bul might not be
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niding Dewmocratic rule ian the House of Representatives,

In fncp, AF My, Nikon, ware fto prass his luck and go all out to ask for a Republican
Congrass to be electad with him, the Democratic undertow that is evident might cost hinm

votes rainher than win votes for Republicen candidates rununing with

—--~ These results point up the fact that the electorate in 1972 is in a highly
volatile state of mingd, as indeed it has been all year long. When as many as one in four
voters is preparad to switch his vote between the Presidential and Congressional lines

. 'Y . . . s + . . Py . .
on the same ballot, it means that selectivity rather than down~the~line uniformity is

likely to be the rule in this year's election.

~—= Intended ticket-splitting is lowest among Republicans and independents.

I~ P e T e e BRI o ﬂ n EYE N DR S T W S c dm
P R L o e o £ L L S LIA-A-\J [oiseurivly)

could cast some previously relatively safe Democratic seats into the doubtful column.

Frbom these initial results, it is evident that pro-Democratic tugs are still
strong on earclled Democrats, at least as far as the Congressional elections are
concernad. And, if voter attention becemes focused on the Congressional ballcting, it

could have a significant impact on President Nixon's early lead in head-to-head

nairings egaiast Senator McGovern.

e

M. JL P
ir

(Copyright: 1972 by Chicago Tribune~-New York News Syndicate, Inc.

World Rights uenervcd)
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HARKfS PUBLIC OPINION ANALYSIS

For Belease: Thursday AM, Sept. li4th, 1972 Not Before
By Louis Harris

President Nixon has widendd his lead over Senator George McGovern to a
margin of 34 points, winning the latest Marris Survey trial heat by 63-29 percent.
Last month, Mr,. Nixon held a 57-34 percent edge, a 23 point spread. Thus, the Nixon

margin has risen 9 full points in the past month.

At the same time, when asked if they thought President Nixon "deserved to

win reelection by a landslide'", a plurality of voters agreed.by only 40-46 percent.

As the formal campaign got underway the President had registered his major
gains in the Midwest and South, in smaller towns, among women, Democrats, union members
and Catholies. Significantly, the Nixon total among Democrats has now risen to 43
percent, up from 29 percent in May, and the GOP nomineg trails McGovern among Democrats

by only 47-43 percent, a four point margin.

In the latest Harris Survey, conducted between August 30th and September lst,

a cross-section of 1640 likely voters 18 years of age and over was asked:

"This November for President it will be between Richaxd Nixon for the Republicans and
Senator George McGovern for the Democrats. If you had to choose right now, who would
you be for?"

Total
Voters
%
Nixon 59 o
McGovern 25

_Not Sure 16



Then the 16 percent '"not sure" vote was asked:
"If" you had to say, would yvou lean toward Nixoa,the Republican,or McGovern,the
« Democrat?"

LEANER ANALYSIS

Total

"Not

Sure"
4
Nixon 4
McGovern ) 4
Still not sure 4y 8

When the committed and leaners are added together, President Nixon emerges witl
his 62-29 percént lead, Here is the trend in the Nixon-McGovern standings:

NIXON-McGOVERN TREND ) .
Nix~ McGov~ Not

ort ern Sure

A % 4
Sept, 63 29 8
Aug. 57 34 9
July 55 35 10
May 48 41 11
April 54 34 12

Mar. 59 32 9

in the latest results, Sepator McGovern now trails President Nixon by the
most sizable margin since the Harris Survey fi;st pittgd the two men against each other
in two-way pairings last March. However, between March and May, McGovern reduced a 27
point deficit to 7 points. The 34 point Nixon lead is larger than the Harris Survey

xecorded at a comparable period in the Johnson~Goldwater race of 1964, which the Demo-

cratic incumbent finally won by a 29 percentage point margin.

Here are some key dimensions of this latest Nixon-McGovern trial .heat:

£~

-~ Contraxy to expectations, President Nixon cantiqués to lead Sen. McGovern
among voters under 30 by a 10 point margin, 52-42 percent, identicai to the results in
early August, However, there is a sharp difference between new voters, agéd 18-24,
who show a 47-47 percent standoff, and voters 25-29 who favor Mr. Nixon by 59-34
percent, On an age basis, the contest for the White House is still closest among

young voters.



——— The President's margin has been soaring among voters with incomes of
o
. $10, 900 and over, a substantial 45 percent of the electorate., Back in May, Mr. Nixon
led among voters in the $10, 000-15 000 bracket by 51-39 percent, but now is ahead by

70-23 percent., With the $15,000 and over group, in May the Nixon lead was a narrow

49-~43 percent, but has risen to 71-24 percent,

A

—-— Consistently, Richard Nixon has been weaker among women than among men,
but nowv the two sexes are giving the incumbent President an identical 63-29 percent
lead, His gains among wom2n have been dramatic, with his coming frow only a 47-42

percent lead in May to a full 34 points in the latest survey.

~-~ The heartland of Nixon strength in 1972 was supposed to be found in the
South and in the'Midwest, Yet;in early August, the President was ahead by a wider
margin in the East than the Midwest, But in the past month, the Nixon lead in the
Midgest has jumped to 64-29 percent, a vast change from the narrow 46-43 percent edge he

showed just last May. In the South, Mr., Nixon is shead by 70-19 percent,

-—— The trade union vote has now gone to a rather decisive 56-34 percent
Nixon lead, a margin of 22 points., This is a direct reversal of the 1968 pattern,

when Humphrey won among union members by 53-32 percent, a Democratic edge of 21 points.

——— Among Catholic voters, the President has moved out to a commanding 62-27
percent margin, This is a dramatic turnaround from the standing in May, when McGovern

held a2 slim 46-~44 percent lead.

Eol

{ more )
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Despite the current wide Nixon lead, by only 46-40 percent, a plurality of

the likely voters think the President "deserved to win by a landslide margin." The cros:
section was asked:
"Do you feel that President Nixon deserves or not to win reelection by a landslide vote?'
DOES NIXON DESERVE TO WIN
IN A LAXNDSLIDE?

. Deserves Doesn't Not
. To Win Deseyve Sure

. ' Z Z %

Total Likely Voterxs 46 40 14

. Live in Vest 40 51 9
: Demodrats 35 50 15
18-29 age 40 47 13

, Union members 39 46 15

A minimum of four voters in 10 are not happy with the prospect of a Nixon

sweep. Especially unhappy about that prospect are voters who live in the West, union

menbers, young people, and those who are traditional Democrats. If McGovern is to
reverse the heavy tide against him, it is among these groups where he might find the most

v

receptive segments of the electorate,

# o

{Copyright: 1972 by Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate, Inc.
World Rights Reserved) )
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HARRIS PUBLIC OPINION ANALYSIS

For Release: Thursday AM, Scptember 7th, 1972 Not Before
By Louis Harris

The wumber of persons who feel familiar with Sen. George HcGovern's
political etands has risen from 49 to 81 percent since last April, but at the same
time the number whe think he has "toe extreme liberal views' has jumped from 29 percent
in April to 55 percent in August. A comparable 55 percent of the voters also agree

-

with the statement that McGovern "wants to change things too much,"

¢ It is nowv cpparent that while the outcome of the election will depend in part

o
n

on voter assessment the Nixeon record in office, Sen. McGovern's political philosophy

has become a central pivot of controversy as well.

Eerris Survey results to dote point to the fellowing conclusions concerning
Sen. MceGovern's standing with the voters: »

< .

-~ The Eagleton affair is not the rvoot of McGovern's early troubles in thi

n

campaign. At worst, the public believes that the South Dakota Senator was the
unéitting victim of a series of unfortunate events concerning the Vice Presidency he
could not foresee. Even though a majority of 51 percent agrece that he was right
ultimately ¢o drop Eagleton, in retrospect 59 percent also agree the Eagleton choice
appeared to be a good one at the timez it was made.

~~~ Rather, McGovern's problems stem in large part from his original
formulation of his welfare program, wihich ceme under sharp attack during the latter
stages of the California primary. By a thumping 73-15 percent, voters reject the
propasal "to give ecach individual in the population $1,000" by “sharply increasing
taxes on people with dincomes of $12,000 and over.” Significantly, even 55 percent
of these vho now plan to vote for McGovern say they are opposaed to his original plan

to scrap the welfare system., A substantial 59 perccent of the entive electorate agree
£ . FTT L - .
with the charge that “ihis program for redistributing the wealth Js too Tadicalihe oy

( nore }
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——— Although by 76-~21 percent the country overvhalmingly wants to
"bring home all U.S. troops, naval, and ajr forces from Vietnawm by the same token
an equally overvheluwing 74-19 percent of the voters also do not think that MeGovern
would be sble to fulfill his pledze te “have all U.S. troops and prisoners of war

out of Victnam three months after he is in the White House." FEven his own supporters

doubt hiu ability to accomplish this objective, by 52-36 percent.

By 49-36 percent, voters also agree with the statement that McCovern was

"wrong to'say he would go to Hanoi to beg for release of U.S. prisoners of war."

The net result is that when voters are asked whether his stands on Vietnam

make them feel "more” or "less"

like voting for Sen. McGovern, the verdict is
44-19 pervcent negative, with large numbers of them up in the air.

——— The net iapdcr of the eariy Heuovarn positions on weliare, income
redistribution, and prisoners of war is that; by 47-37 percert, a plurality of the
voters zgree with the charge that "he does not inspire confidence as a President

should." With this loss of credibility, McGovern's criticisms of President Nixon

inevitably lose some of the bhite they might otherwise have.

Earlier this wmonth, after McGovern had dropped Eagleton from the ticket,

a cross scction of 1,635 voters was asked:

- -( nore )
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Now I'd like to read you some statements some people have made about Sen. George

ey
McCovern of South Dakota. For each, tell me if you tend to agrece or disagree
{READ STATIMENTS)

s

STATEMUNTS ABCUT McGOVERN

Agrec  Disaprce ¥ot Sure
A

Positive 7 » Z
Hag courage to say what he thinks even if unpopular 69 18 13
Deserves lot of credit for giving many young people

faith in political systen 58 24 18
Deserves ciedit for being against Vietnanm before

others 51 34 15
Fighter for tax reform and wants to help working man 49 27 24
Sinec bru, appealing personality 43 39 18

tands for right kind of change in country 35 44 21

Negative
Plbwraa for redistributing wealth too radical 59 18 23
Has too extreme liberal views 55 26 19
Wantas to ch nge things too much 55 30 15
Vrong to say he would beg for release of POW's

in Hansx 49 36 15
Does not inspire confidence as President should 47 37 16
Has a flat, uninteresting personality 35 48 17

These results indicate that McCovern is not without appeal for spealing out

on unpopular issues, involving the voung i; politics, opposing the Vietnam wvar before
other politicians and advocating the reform of tax locpholes. Had Nelovern stayed within
the bounds of the elemants going for bim he might have been much closer in the poll
standings today than he is. His problems appear to stem from scemiugly going bevond

the pale on eliminating welfare with income redistribution and promising flatly to bring

all U.S. forces and POV's heme from Vietnam three months after assuming office.

On wvelfare and income redistribution, the cross section of likely wvoter

‘Sgnator McGovern has propesad to eliminate the present welfare system and instead

to give each individual in the population $1,000. He would pay for this plun by
sharply increasing taxes on people with incowmes of $12,000 and over, as well s on
Lo;por“tlonu. Do you favor or oppose this substitute for the welfare system proposed
by Scmator McGovern?"

McGOVERN WELFARE REFORM PROGRAM

Total Votors MoGovern Voters
% %
Favor .. 15 27
¢ Oppose 73 55
- Not sure 12 18

( more )
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On the promisa to bring home all looricens from Vietpom, the cross section

vag ashod:
Van ASEegN

"Senator MeCoverrn has suid thiat three months after he vent into the Vhite House as

5
Prezident bhe would have all U.3. troops and prisoners of war houme.
be would be abl t or not?"

MeGOURRY PLAN TO BRIMG TROOTS AMND POW'S HOME

Total Voters McGavern Voters

%

%
Jould ba able 19 35
Not be able 4 52
Kot sure 7 1z

These stands, much wore than the Eagleton affair, have put the stigma of
Yextremist" on Sen. McGovern —-- a handicap he must now seek to overcome if he is to

get back into this election.
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HWARNIS PIBLIC OPIR10N ANALYSIS N
Yor Releeose: Thuvrsday AM, August 3lsg, 1072 Not Before

One of the original hopes of the leGoveru cawmpaign -- that the bulk of
‘"alienateé" voters in the country would go decisively for the South Dakota Senator
in Novewmher -~ thus far simply is not taking place. With the withdrawal of Gov.
Ggorge Wallace of Alabama from the race, Pregident Nixon now holds a 46-43 percent

lead awmong voters identified oa the Harris alicnation index.

Had Walloce remained in tihe race, the protest vote would have divided

.
55-38 porcaut against Mr. Nixoun. ©Not only has the Wallace vote gonz over to Nixon
ovor-aTi, but those particularly disaffected with the way things are going in the
country these days favor the President pearly two to ons.

raced with their ideclogical disagrecuwonts with Szn. ﬁcGover& on the
one hand, and theivr alienation from the Estzblishment on the other, most forwsr
Wallace backers are now inclinad to swallow their disenchantment with the status
aquo and cast their ballots for Presidenl Hixen.

Houvever, it should be pointed out that these results are based on polling
which toox place carly in August uvien Sen. MeGovern veached a low point just after
dropping Sen. Eagleton from his ticket., Uhot is wore, a substantial 30 percent of
the former Wallace voters were still undecided, moast of wihom would fall into the

T

"alienated” categorvy. So it is still possibic that leGovern might win as many as

hali of the alicpated who eoriginally fovred Wallace.
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The Harris Alicnation

on which porple have beon questionad

st 31, L8972 . -2 -
- * < (‘f i 2 * .
w2, dovised back in 1986, is made vp of five items

periodically. In a Harris Surve

[

a eross seociion of L6 polertial voters wero ashed:

Y1 owant to vead of f to you a nunber of things sone people have told us they
chave felo frow tise te time. Do you tend to {cel (RCAD LIST) or not?"
EXTENT OF ALLDRATION 3
Don't Not
oo Feel Teel Sure
% % %
The rich get ricler and the poor get poorer 64 33 3

Y

What you

The people running the
carc waat hap to

country
you

pons

People who have the power zare o
advantage of you

¥ o
P

£t oub-ol things avound you

think docsn't count very wuch

45

don't really

43 52

.

ut to take

39
24

53
73

Taken together on the Alienation Index, somne 47 percent of the voters rgport

feel alienated in 18972,

TNPACT

4
P +
Y H

-

It

The rich get richer and the pos

What you think dussn't count very much

iy

vanning the country
care vhal happoas to you

The prople

People vhe have the peouser are o
advanta,e of you

loft oat eof thiunn areuand you

Averaoe divicion of vote:

A

1f Guv. Waliace were still in the race, here is how the

would have divided on each {tem iun the Alienation Indew:

FOALIEUATION

O
ATLACD IH RACE

Yonld Vote For:

Nixon McGovorn Wallace

%
&4

40

A A
15

16

roget poorer

den't really
35 17
nt to take

17

15

(imore)

<o

8
6
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TE the MeGoveru and Wallaer vole wore conbined, then by 55-39 perceut the
calicrated in the country wouald be votiug gpainst Richard Hison this Noveuwber.

o

r, inoa Lwo-way econtest, the alienated split quite differently than

the pefiovern prople hod hopod:

THPACT OF ALTENATION
IN TRC-VAY RACE

Yould Vote For:

Net
Kixon McCovern Sure
. % % %

The rich get richer znd the poor get poorer 51 39 10
What you thirnk doesn't count very much 48 40 12

The people runaing the country don't reallys

care what happens to vou 42 L4 14
Peoplke who have - the-power ave oul to take

advantage of you

o
wi
o~
w
—
[N

r e . . oer . o~ ;o .
N e I T F N bil-‘.lt&;?) [~ DR FEFEE1E )’Ukl b X4 R AV b
Average divisicn of vote: 46 43 11

Clecrly, ¢

1o aversion of alienated Wallace voters for McGovarn's political

o
A
w
=
)
e

this stazre of the campaign thon their disenchantment with
T g ture heoded by Preside i
the nover structure heoded by President Nixon.

an the key groups vhere alicnation runs highect are analyzed, a mixed

o
»

nolitical roster emargoes:

YOST ALIENATED CROUPS

Yecl Alienated

i
%

Faly
A

3incks 7
Aeh orde educated 5
Under 55,000 incous 5%
big il 54
[ TSR rr 59
Domoerats 59

i9-27 year old:

el
-
fon]
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£ the woont, MeGovern is dravion heavily among the alienated only from

blacks and the under-30 voters., A wajor question of the campaign is whether the

MefGovern style and rvhotoric will avpeal to the least-wielleeduvcated, the poor, union

vekers -+ Lho wmake up much of the traditional Dewocratic vote.

.5 primaries, this so-cailed Ygut" vote is precisely vhere
‘Goorge Wallace, rather than George MeCovern, found his greatest appeal. The theory
that Sen. McGovern mithi also be the benefliciarvy in Novewber of similar protest in

the grassyoots vemains to be docurented.

240

.

{(Copyright: 1972 by Chicago Tribuna-New York News Syndicate, Inc.
» World Rights Reserved)



"In the election this November for President it will be between
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HARRIS SURVEYS

Richard Nixon for the Republicans and Senator George McGovern for
If you had to choose right now, whom would you
vote for ~~ Nixon ithe Republican or McGovern the Democrat?"”

the Democrats.

Nationwide
East .
Midwest

South

West

Deep South
Border States
Cities
Suburbs

Towns

Rural

18-29 yrs
30-49 yrs

50+

8th grade
High School
College

Men

Women

Black

White

Under $5,000
$ 5,000~ 9,999
$10,000-14,999
$15,000 +
Union Members
Republican
Democrat
Independent
Catholic
Protestant
Sewish

48
42
46
59
47
57
62
38
48
53
57
46
47
51
46
47
50
49
47
21
51
48
51
51
49
35
82
29
43
44
58
35

54
51
54
61
49

44
58
61
59
41
58
59
51
56
53
53
54
27
57
40
57
54
64
46
86
36
54
54
66
22

55
53
54
62
45
62
60
45
57
65
57
46
56
59
49
54
58
57
52
24
59
44
54
60
65
50
87
36
54
54
66
31

57
58
53
65
55
68
62
50
57
62
62
53
58
59
52
58
58
58
56
16
62
52
55
58
65
49
87
38
60
55
68
40

55
34
30
37
35
42
39
38
74
35
51
37
38
29
44
11
55
37
40
25

oY

34
33
36
27
39
26
29
42
33
31
28
43
34
28
36
31
37
33
35
77
29
39
35
31
30
40
10
53
25
33
24

44
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HARRIS SURVEYS

"In the election this November for President it will be between
Richard Nixon for the Republicans and Senator George McGovern for
the Democrats. If you had to choose right now, whom would you
vote for -- Nixon the Republican or McGovern the Democrat?”

|} s :
) 5 " :
M N.S
Nationwide 48 54 55 57 41 38 35 34 11 8 10
East . 42 51 53 58 47 42 37 33 11 7 10
Midwest 46 54 54 53 43 39 36 36 11 7 10
South 59 61 62 65 30 27 27 27 11 12 11
West 47 49 45 55 44 45 45 39 9 6 10
Deep South 57 =~ 62 68 34 -~ 27 , 26 9 - 11
Border States 62 - 60 62 24 =~ 23 29 14 -~ 17
Cities 38 44 45 50 49 49 45 42 13 7 10
Suburbs 48 58 57 57 41 38 33 33 11 9 10
Towns 53 61 65 62 36 32 26 31 11 7 9
Rural 57 59 57 62 36 33 31 28 7 g8 12
18-29 vyrs 46 41 46 53 48 55 46 43 6 4 8
30-49 yrs 47 58 56 58 44 34 34 34 9 8 10
50+ 51 59 59 59 34 30 29 28 15 11 12
8th grade 46 51 49 52 37 37 34 36 17 12 17
High School 47 56 54 58 41 35 35 31 12 9 11
College 50 53 58 58 43 42 36 37 7 5 6
Men 49 53 57 58 41 39 33 33 10 g 10
Women 47 54 52 56 42 38 37 35 11 g8 11
Black 21 27 24 16 62 74 64 77 17 4 12
White 51 57 59 62 39 35 31 29 10 8 10
Under $5,000 48 40 44 52 39 51 40 39 13 9 16
$ 5,000~ 9,999 51 57 54 55 39 37 37 35 10 6 9
$10,000-14,998 51 54 60 58 39 38 32 31 10 8 8
$15,000 + 49 64 65 65 43 29 29 30 8 7 6
Union HMembers 35 46 50 49 53 44 39 40 12 10 11
Republican 82 86 87 87 14 11 10 10 4 3 3
Democrat 29 36 36 38 59 55 53 53 12 9 11
Independent 43 54 54 60 42 37 34 25 15 9 12
Catholic " 44 54 54 55 46 40 36 33 10 6 10
Protestant 58 66 66 68 33 25 25 24 9 9 9
Jewish 39 22 31 4é 51 68 58 44 10 10 1t
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HARRIS SURVEYS

"In the election this November for President it will be between
Richard Nixon for the Republicans and Senator George McGovern for
the Democrats. If you had to choose right now, whom would you
vote for -- Nixon the Republican or McGovern the Democrat?"

N.S
Nationwide 48 54 55 57 41 34 11 8 10
East . 42 51 53 58 47 33 11 7 190
Midwest 46 54 54 53 43 36 11 7 10
South 59 61 62 65 30 27 11 12 11
West 47 49 45 55 44 39 9 6 10
Deep South 57 - 62 68 34 , 26 9 - 11
Border States 62 -~ 60 62 24 29 14 - 17
Cities 38 44 45 50 49 42 13 7 10
Suburbs 48 58 57 57 41 33 11 9 10
Towns 53 61 65 62 36 31 11 7 9
Rural 57 59 57 62 36 28 7 8 12
18-29 yrs 46 41 46 53 48 43 6 4 8
30-49 yrs 47 58 56 58 44 34 9 8 10
50+ 51 59 59 59 34 28 15 11 12
8th grade 46 51 49 52 37 37 34 36 17 12 17
High School 47 56 54 58 41 35 35 31 12 9 11
College 50 53 58 58 43 42 36 37 7 5 6
Men 49 53 57 58 41 39 33 33 10 8 10
Women 47 54 52 56 42 38 37 35 11 8 11
Black 21 27 24 16 62 74 64 77 17 4 12
White 51 57 59 62 39 35 31 29 10 8 10
Under $5,000 48 40 44 52 39 51 40 39 13 9 16
$ 5,000~ 9,999 51 57 54 55 39 37 37 35 10 6 <
$10,000-14,999 51 54 60 58 39 38 32 31 10 8 8
$15,000 + 49 64 65 65 43 29 29 30 8 7 6
Union lembers 35 46 50 49 53 44 39 40 12 10 11
Republican 82 86 87 87 14 11 10 10 4 3 3
Democrat 29 36 36 38 59 55 53 53 12 9 11
Independent 43 54 54 60 42 37 34 25 15 9 12
Catholic 44 54 54 55 4 40 36 33 10 6 10
Protestant 58 66 66 68 33 25 25 24 9 9 9
Jewish 39 zz 31 46 51 o688 58 44 10 10 11
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HARRIS SURVEYS

"In the election this November for President it will be between
Richard Nixon for the Republicans and Senator George McGovern for
the Democrats. If you had to choose right now, whom would you

vote for -- Nixon the Republican or McCovern the Democrat?"
- & '
v N
o
1
Y I ‘
A \ 1}
M N.S
Nationwide 48 54 55 57 41 38 11 8 10
East . 42 51 53 58 47 42 11 7 10
Midwest 46 54 54 53 43 39 11 7 10
South 59 61 62 65 30 27 11 12 11
West 47 49 45 55 44 45 9 6 10
Deep South 57 =~ 62 68 34 ~ 9 - 11
Border States 62 -~ 60 62 24 =~ 14 - 17
Cities 38 44 45 50 49 A9 13 7 10
Suburbs 48 58 57 57 41 38 11 9 10
Towns 53 61 65 62 36 32 11 7 9
Rural 57 59 57 62 36 33 7 8 12
18-29 yrs 46 41 46 53 48 55 6 4 8
30—-49 yrs 47 58 56 58 44 34 9 8 10
50+ 51 59 59 59 34 30 15 11 12
8th grade 46 51 49 52 37 37 17 12 17
High School 47 56 54 58 41 35 12 9 11
College 50 53 58 58 43 42 7 5 6
Men 49 53 57 58 41 39 10 8 10
Women 47 54 52 56 42 38 11 8 11
Black 21 27 24 16 62 74 17 4 12
White 51 57 59 62 39 35 10 8 10
Under $5,000 48 40 44 52 39 51 13 9 16
$ 5,000~ 9,999 51 57 54 55 39 37 10 6 9
$10,000-14,999 51 54 60 58 39 38 10 8 8
$15,000 + 49 64 65 65 43 29 8 7 6
Union Members 35 46 50 49 53 44 12 10 11
Republican 82 86 87 87 14 11 4 3 3
Democrat 29 36 36 38 59 55 12 9 11
Independent 43 54 54 60 42 37 15 9 12
Catholic 44 54 54 55 46 40 10 6 10
Protestant 58 66 66 68 325 9 9 9
Juwish 39 22 31 46 51 68 10 10 11
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HARRIS SURVEYS

Nixon McGovern Demographic Study
May 9-10, 1972
June 10-15, 1972
July 1-6, 1972
August 2-3, 1972 e s e e e. . PAGE 1

Nixon McGovern Trial Heats: 1972

August

July

June

May

April

March . PAGE 2
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By Louis Harris

. :

When thoe Amervican electorate ds surveyed face to face in person and in depth
on the Nazleton affair, perhaps the most important finding is that in dropping Eagleton, .
Sen. ticCovern took a course most pleasing to people over 50, but in rather sharp
30
disagreenent with his petentially strongest coastituency, young people under 30, While
pecple oves 50 believe by 58-29 percent that "any man with a background of mental disorders

should dingqualify himself from running for President or Vice President,'" young people
q 4 ’ peot

disagrae with that point of view by 60-30 percent.

Although a majority of the public agreed with McGovern's decision by 53-37
percent, a substantial 44 percent of young people under 30 thought he should have followed

his dinitial courssz and retained Eazleton on the tichet.
o

An intensive, in person survey of a cross section of 1,630 voters on August 2nd

and 3rd after lcGovern made his decision, reveals these key points:

-~ By 59-30 percent, a majority of voters hold the view that "if the doctors
thought Sen. Eagleton was of sound miad and body, then he could run for any high office.”
By 49-29 percent, a ¢lear plurality point te the fact that "it has been six years since

Sen. Tasiston had any trouble," therafors indicating that "he has overceme his past
<5 o E]

1

i

trochies. two results point to a sense among the electorate that a man's past

rontal prodlans shovild not be held agoainst him.



HARRTES LULVEY - Avpousk 1

-- By his actions carly in in the FRagleton case, vhen ho expressed firm confidence
iu his rueniog mate, Sen. deGovern nmight have caused problems for himself when he reversed
his dinitinl inclination and droprad the Missourl Senator from the ticket. Dy 64-23 perecont,
a majority hold the view that “Seaator McGovern has to be admired For telling about Lagleton'.
past 'problems before thay were reported in the newspapers.” ‘nd, by 57-30 percent, Senator
McGovern build up deep respect for “showing great loyalty in standing up fer Sen. Eagleton."
McGovern gave up these advantages of candor and loyalty vhen he finally decided teo drop

Ezgleton.

-= Contrary to the expectation of most political analysts, the fact that Eagleton
.

had received electric shock treatment did not mean that he was automaticllly ruled out
for high office by the public. By decisive 59-28 percent, a majority of the public disagreed
with the claim that "the fact that Sen, Lagleton had shock treatment disqualifies him for

high office.”

Taken together, twe central facts, then, begin to emerge trom the Eagleton attrair:

1) That the American pesople did not panic upon hearing the news that Sem.
Hag%éton had had previous psychiatric troubles. Apparently, a substantial segment of
pubﬁic opinion feels that mental problems can be solvad, much as medical difficulties can
‘be overcome,

2} In taking his actieon to drop Eagleton, McGovern gave up the gains he had

scored for heing candid about the Missouri Senator's troubles, and at the same time showing

steadfast loyalty to a member of his teaxn who was in trouble.

{ more )
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Part of ths reason for the relative tolersnce on the part of the public for mental
troubles orems from the degree to which the American people themselves have encounteraed
similar problems in their own lives. For example, when the cross section of voters was

asked if they had "sometimes felt down, lonely, or depressed,”

a high 65 percent reported
thay had felr this way, up from 54 percent f£ive years ago. Significantly, 72 percent

of young people undar 30 said they had felt down or depressed. When people were asked

if any member of their owgifamily had received psychiatric treatment, 21 percent reported

they had. This was markedly up from 14 percent who reported a family member receiving

psychiatric attenticen five -yezars ago.

Thus, a substantial segment of American public opinrion had had first hand
experience with psychiatric problems and treatment, and was not prepared to write a man

off for high office simply on these grounds alone.

Of course, all of these findings must not be taken to mean that the American
people think past psychiatric troubles are an asset for a man running for high office.
This was evident vhen the cross section was asked:

Do you tend to agrze or disagree that any man with a background of mental disorders should
disqualify himself from running for President eor Vice President?"

SHOULD MENTAL DISORDERS DISQUALIFY
A CANDIDATE FOR HIGH OFFICE?

Should Not

Should XNot Sure
i % %
Total Voters 45 44 11
By sge
18-29 30 60 10
30-49 40 49 11
50 and over 58 29 13

{ more )



HARQLS SUAVEY - Auvqust 14, 1972 -4 -
Wish the youny peeple 2 tg 1 opposed to letting past mental troubles
automatically disgualify a man froam high office, it is apparent thet Sen. {icGovern put
himsell in soma trouble ameng young peosle vhen he made his decision to drop Eagleton.
This developrment has been reflected in MeGovern slipping frum a 55-41 percent lead among

the under-30 group in June to a 53-43 percent doficit today.

In tha eyves of the public, a more salient reason for dropping Sen. Eagleton
could be found not in the wental health question, but rather the fact that the Missouri
Senator did not reveal his past troubles before he was nominated, an error of omission

¥t

condenned by a 76-18 percent margin. This was evident in this key question put to the
cross sactions

"Do you tend to agree or disagree that Sepator Lagleton's past mental troubles should
not Rave been held against him but his show of bad character in keeping this information
from Senator McGovern should have disqualified him?"

NOT MENTAL TROUBLES BUT LACK OF CANDOR
SHOULD HAVE DISQUALIFIED FAGLETON

Total Voters

%
Agree 46
Disagree ) 39
Not Sure 15
‘ Thus, if Sen. Eagleton had told Sen. McGovern about his psychiatric problems

¢
i the first place and nonetheless had been chosen, the chances are that on the mental

health issue alone, the storm that follewed might have been avoided. As it is, Sen. McGover
not only has lost the momentum in these early steges of the campaign, but has created sone
problems with his one best hope for ultimately achleving victory -- the new voters undar

30 years of age.

(Copyripht: 1972 Chiszago Tribune-lew York News Syndicate, Inc.
Vorld Rights Resorved)
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HARRIS TUSLIC OPLILON ANALYSIL

FTor Release: Tharsday N, Avpust 17th, 1972 Not Before

By Louls Harris

In the of the thres hoctic weeks during which the Dewocratic Paviy

<

i

went thvough the torvtures of fiually coming up with its nominee for Vice President,

the nzt rosult has surely been a serious setback for Senator George HcGovern.
X

Here ace some of the implications of the dropping of Senator Eagleton from the
ticket and the subsequent efferis to finally come up with a candidate for the second spot

vho would make the run:
——- Sonator McCovern now has opened his cawpaign for the Presidency 23 percentage

points behind President Xixon, who holds a 57-34 percent lead. At no time in recent

political history has a candidate of the Democratic Party started off trailing by such a

margin. Hubert Humphrey never was more than 12 points behind in the Harris Surveys of

1968. Senator Barry Goldwater came out of the Republican convention In 1954 behind by

roughly the same margin as McGovern today. But Coldwater never closed the gap and ended

vp Jlosing by 21 points.

:
.

~-- Even more serious than the actuval numbers, which likely will change, is that
McGovern has now lost the initiative he hoped to gain from his spectacular victory iom his
race for the nomination., His new politics coalition, basically built around an appazal

to the youngy, the educated, the independents, and the black and Spanish-speaking minovities,
saw nost of the steawm go out of it, as he became embroiled over whether to drop his
selected nominze for Vice President. His June lead of 55-41 percent among young people

under 33 evaporated aud he now tralls President ¥Wixon by 53-42 porcent among tha

[

Back in lay, he uas only one point belind among the iudependent voters, 43-42 perceat, but

he had dropped {or behind to 60-25 amony Judependonts by carvly August,

{ [SPe R )
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~—= 0On the Eapleton atfair directly, on the surface, the voters fwlicate they rean

be cminearly fair to Sivator McGovern. By 80+12 percent, a big majority say that "Senator
Eagleton's problems should not be hald against Sen. McGovern in the clection." Yet further
probing revcals that 33 percent of tha voters feel that “Sen. McGovern's choice of

Sen. Eagleton casts real doubts about McGovern's qualifications to pick good men if he
although 54 pevcent disagrce. That one—third of all the likely voters

who are skeptical of McCeovern's judgment could be a serious handicap indeed. Fully 19 percent

of the people who now plan to vote for him registered these doubts, as do 23 percent of the

undexr~30 vote, 31 parcent of the college educated, 31l percent of the independent voters,

33 percent of the $15,000 énd over income group —--- all of whom form the backbone of the
MeGovern new politics comlition.

. —-—— Much of the edge of a potential Democratic issue in attacking Vice President
Aguew has now been taken off. The Vice President has no better than a 45-47 percent negative
job rating and has been one of the most controversial Vice Presidents in recent history.

In separate tests made awo%g potential Democratic nomiﬁees for Vice President against
Agnew in early August, his average lead was 52-40 percent. At first glance, this would
appear to be a substantial vote of endorsement of the Vice President. However, it should
be noted that in this same poll amonz a cross section of 1,630 voters surveyed in person,

conducted August 2nd and 3rd, President Nixon held a much wider 57-34% percent lead

over Sanator McGovern.

There is little doubt that Agnew is the weaker half of the Republican ticket in
1972, But it will bz difficult for the Democrats to make much of the Vice Presidential
issue now. For wheun they do, they will conjure up the ficsco of the past three weeks,

and that memory can only hurt George McGovern's chances next November 7th,

( man- .
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Having reported all of this, however, it is well to keep in mind that the
election is still nearly three months off, and the carly anti-McGovern trend is not
necessavily frrveversible. One phenomenon which must be watched closely is the fact
that in 1972 tho American people have had a tendency to look kindly on underdogs aad teo end

up voting for candidates whom the press establishument has written off.

In fact, there have been sure signs frum other recent elections, including the
elections in Britain in 1970 that when an incumbent who is not overly popular has
appeared to be on the threshold of a decisive victory, the voters reacted by saying,
in effact, that they did not think he should win by such a wide margin. So what wighc
ba called the Harold Wilson backlash from Britain of 1970 could well begin to set in

during this election in America in 1972,

Nonetheless. bv no stretch of the imagination can it be said that the events
surrounding the Eagleton affair did anythipg but damage the ultimate chances of Senator

George McGovern to win the White House in November.

t # #

{Copyright: 1972 Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate, Inc.
World Rights Reserved)
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HARRIS SURVIY

For Nelease: Monday AM, August l4ath, 1972 Not DBefore

By Louis Harris

When the Amevican electorate is surveyed face to face in person and in depth

n

- Ly b - -
on the Eazleton a
L]

fair, perhaps the most important finding is that in dropping Eagleton, .
Sen, McGovern took a course most pleasing to people over 50, but in rather sharp
disagreenent with his poteggially strongest constituency, young people under 30. While
people over 50 believe by 58~29 percent that "any man with a background of mental disorders
should disqualify himself from running for President or Vice President," young people

disagree with that point of view by 60-30 percont.

Although a majority of the public agreed with McGovern's decision by 53-37
percent, a subhstantial 44 percent of young people under 30 thought he should have followed

his dinitizl course and retained Eagleton on the tichket.
An dntensive, in person survey of a cross section of 1,630 voters on August 2nd
k4

and 3rd after McGovern made his decision, reveals these key points:

-- By 59-30 percent, a majority of voters hold the view that "if the doctors

thought Sen, Eagleton was of sound miad and body, then he could run for any high office.”

.

By 49-29 percent, a ¢lear plurality point to the fact that "it has been six years since

»

Sen. Fagleten had any trouble,'" therefore indicating that "he has overcome his past

1

troubles." These two results point to a sense among the electorate that a man's past

mental problems should not be held against him.

( more )
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~~- By his actions early in in the Eagleton case, vhen he expressed firm confidence
iu his runnimé mate, Sen. McCovern might have caused problems for himself when he reversed
his dnitial inclination and droppad the Missouri Sesnator from the ticket, By 64-~23 percent,
a majority hold the vlew that "Senator McGovern has to be admired for telling about Eagleton's
past problems before thayv were reported in the newspapers.' And, by 57-30 percent, Senator
McGovern build ‘up deep respect for 'showing great loyalty in standing up for Sen. Eagleton.”
McGovern gave up these advantages of candor and loyalty when he finally decided to drop

Eagleton.

-~ Contrary to the expectation of most political analysts, the fact that Eagleton
had received electric shock treatment did not mean that he was automaticllly ruled out
for high office by the public. By decisive 59-28 percent, a majority of the public disagreed

A1

with the claim that "the fact that Sen, Eagleton had shock treatment disqualifies him for

high office.”

Taken together, two central facts, then, begin to emerge from the Eagleton aihrair:

1) That the American people did not panic upon hearing the news that Sen.
Eagleton had had previous psychiatric troubles. Apparently, a substantial segment of
public opinion feels that mental problems can be solved, much as medical difficulties can
he overcome,

2) 1In taking his action to drop Eagleton, McGovern gave up the gains he had
scored for being candid about the Missouri Senator's troubles, and at the same time showing

steadfast loyalty to a member of his team who was in trouble.

{ more )

F
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Part of the veason for the relative tolerance on the part of the public for mental
troubles stems from the degree to which the American people themselves have encountered
similar problems in their own lives. For example, when the cross section of voters was
asked if they had "sometimes felt down, lonelv, or depressed,” a high 65 percent reported
they had felt this way, up frem 54 percent five years ago. Significantly, 72 percent
of young people under 30 said they had felt down or depressed. When people were asked
if any member of their owgffamily had received psychiatric treatment, 21 percent reported
they had., This was markedly up from 14 percent who re?orted a family member receiving

psychiatric attenticn five years ago.

Thus, a substantial segment of American public opinion had had first hand
experience with psychiatric problems and treatment, and was not prepared to write a man

off for high office simply on these grounds alone.

Of course, all of these findings must not be taken to mean that the American
people think past psychiatric troubles are an asset for a man running for high office.
This was evident when the cross section was asked:

"Do you tend to agree or disagree that any man with a background of mental disorders should
disqualify himself from running for President or Vice President?"

SHOULD MENTAL DISORDERS DISQUALITY
A CANDIDATE FOR HIGH OFFICE?

Should Not

Should Not Sure
% A %
Total Voters 45 44 11
By Ape
18-29 30 60 10
30-49 40 49 11
50 and over 58 29 ‘13

{ more )
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With the young people 2 to 1 opposed to letting past mental troubles
automatically disqualify a man from high office, it is apparent that Sen. HHcGovern put
himself in some trouble among young people when he made his decision to drop Eagleton.
This development has been reflected in McGovern slipping from a 55-41 percent lead among

the under-30 group in June to a 53-43 percent deficit today.

In the eyes of the public, a more salient reason for dropping Sen. Eagleton
could be found pot in the mental health question, but rather the fact that the Missouri

Senator did not reveal his past troubles before he was nominated, an error of omission
e

condemned by a 76~18 percent margin. This was evident in this key question put to the

cross section:

"Do you tend to agree or disagree that Senator Eagleton's past mental troubles should
not have been held against him but his show of bad character in keeping this information
from Senator McGovern should have disqualified him?"

NOT MENTAL TROUBLES BUT LACK OF CANDOR
SHOULD HAVE DISOUALIFIED EAGLETON

Total Voters
pA

Anrea 46
Disagree 39
Not Sure 15

Thus, if Sen. Eagleton had told Sen. McGovern about his psychiatric problems

in the first place and nonetheless had been chosen, the chances are that on the mental

health issue alone, the storm that followed might have been avoided. As it is, Sen. McGovern

not only has lost the momentum in these early stages of the campaign, but has created some

problems with his one best hope for ultimately achieving victory -- the new votars under

30 years of age.

(Copyright: 1972 Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate, Inc.
World Rights Reserved)
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HARRIS TUBLIC OPLNLON ANALYSIS

Yor Release: Thuraday A, Auvgust 17th, 1972 Hot Before
By Lou Harris
Jn the aftermath of the three hectic weeks during which the Democratic Pavty

went thvough thh tortures of finally coming up with its nominee for Vice President,

the net result has surely been a serious setback for Senator George McGovern.
&y

Here are some of the iwmplications of the dranp}ng of Senator Ragleton from the
ticket and the subsequent efforts to finally come up with a candidate for the second spot
who would make the run:

- Senator McGovern now has opened his ceampaign for the Presidency 23 pevcentage
points behind President Nixon, who holds a 57-34 percent lead. At no time in recent
political history has a candidate of the Democratic Party started off trailing by such a
margin. Hubert Humphrey never was more than 12 points behind in the Harris Surveys of
1968. Senator Barry Goldwater came out of the Republican conventlon in 1964 behind by
roughly the same margin as McGovern today. But Coldwater never closed the gap and ended
up losing by 21 points.

~== Fven more serious than the actual numbers, which likely will change, is that
McGovern has now lost the initiative he hoped to gain from his spectacular victory in his
race for the nemination. His new politics coalition, basically built around an appeal
to the youung, the educated, the independents, and the black and Spanish-speaking minorities,
saw most of the steam go ocut of it, as he became embroiled over whether to drop his
selected nominee for Vice President. His June lead of 55-41 percent among young people
under 30 evaporated and he now trails President Nixon by 53-43 percent among the younz.

Back in May, he was only one point behind among the independent voters, 43-42 percent, but

he had dropped far behind to 60-25 awong independents by early August

{ more )
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~—= On the Lagleton affair directly, on the surface, the voters indicate they mean t
be eminently fair to Senator McGovern. By 80-12 percent, a big majority say that "Senator
Eagleton's problems should not be held against Sen. McGovern in the election." Yet further
probing reveais that 33 percent of the voters feel that "Sen. McGovern's choice of
Sen. Eagleton casts rcal doubts about McGovern's qualifications to pick good men if he
became President,” although 54 percent disagree. That ons-third of all the likely voters
who are skeptical of McCGovern's judgment could be a serious handicap indeed. Fully 19 percent
of the people yho now plan to vote for him registered these doubts, as do 23 percent of the
under-30 vote, 31 percent of the college educated, 31 percent of the independent voters,

L

33 percent of the $15,000 and over income group ~-- all of whom form the backbone of the
.

MeGovern new politics coalition.

~~= Much of the edge of a potential- Democratic issue in attacking Vice President
Agnew has now been taken off. The Vice President has no better than a 45~47 percent negative
job rating and has been one of the most controversial Vice Presidents in recent history.

In separate tests made among potential Democratic nomiﬁees for Vice President against
Agnew in early August, his average lead was 52-40 percent. At first glance, this would
appear to be a substantial vote of endorsement of the Vice President. However, it should
be noted that in this same poll among a cross section of 1,630 voters surveyved in person,

conducted August 2nd and 3rd, President Nixon held a wuch wider 57-3%4 percent lead

over Seanator McGovern.

There is little doubt that Agnew is the weaker half of the Republican ticket in
1972, But it will be difficule for the Democrats to make much of the Vice Presidential
issue now. For when they do, they will conjure up the fiasco of the past three weeks,

and that memory can only hurt George McGovern's chances next November 7th.

( moy

& }
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Having reported all of this, however, it is well to keep in mind that the
election is still nearly three months off, and the early anti-McGovern trend is not
necessarily drreversible. One phenomenon vhich must be watched closely is the fact

that in 1972 the American people have had a tendency to lock kindly on underdogs and to end

up voting for candidates whom the press establishment has written off.

In fact, there have been sure signs from other recent elections, including the
elections in Britain in 1970 that when an incumbent who, ig not overly popular has
appeared to be on the threshold of a decisive victory, the voters reacted by saying,
in effect, that they did not think he should &in by such a wide margin. So what might

be called the Harold Wilson backlash from Britain of 1970 could well begin to set in

during this election in America in 1972,

Nonetheless. bv no stretch of the imagination can it be said that the events
surrounding the Eagleton affair did anything but damage the ultimate chances of Senator

George McGovern to wian the White House in Novenmber.

i # #

(Copyright: 1972 Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate, Inc.
World Rights Reserved)
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=i

%
FROM: CHARLES COLSON - *

SUBJECT ¢ Harris Data

Per pur conversation on Saturday, attached is the latest trial
heat data from Lou Harris.



HARRIS SURVEY
August 4, 1972
Trial Heats

(August 2 & 3) Nixon McGovern -- Slippage
Nationwide 57 34

East 58 33 (-20)
Midwest 53 36 (-14)
South - 65 27 (-7)
West 55 39 (-13)
Deep South 68 26 (-9)
Border States 62 29 (+5)
Cities 50 42 (-19)
Suburbs ' 57 33 (~17)
Towns 62 31 (-14)
Rural 62 28 (-5)
18-29 year olds 53 43 (-12)
30-49 year olds 58 34 (-21)
50+ 59 28 (~4)
8th grade education 52 36 (-7
High School 58 31 (-21)
College " 58 37 (-14)
Men 58 33 (~17)
Women 56 35 (-16)
Black 16 77 (+20)
White 62 29 (-18)
Under $5, 000 52 39 (-4)
$5,000 - 9,999 55 35 (-8)
$10, 000 - 14, 999 58 31 (-5)
$15, 000+ 65 30 (-27)
Union Members 49 40 (~27)
Republicans 87 10 (-9)
Democrats 38 53 {(-15)
Independents 60 25 © o (-34)
Catholics 55 33 (-24)

Jewish 46 44 (~29)
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HARRIS SURVEY (BONUS)

For Release: Tuesday AM, August 8th, 1972 Not Before
} 3 &3 3

Ire the aftermath of the Fagleton affair, Sen. Geprge McGovern hzs slipped even

further behind in his vace agalnst President Nixon and now trails by 23 points,

57-34 percent, Early in July, the Nixon lead over McCovern stood at 55-35 percent,
&

20 points ahead.

Here-is the trend of Harris Survey trial heats pitting the two opponents

for the Presidency against each other, the latest taken on August 2nd and 3rd, among
—————————

s
a cross section of 1,630 likely voters interviewed in person:

“In the election this November for President it will be between Richard Nixon for the
Republicans and Sen. George McGovern for the Demccrats. If you had to choose right now
whow would you vote for —-— Nixon the Republican or MgGovern the Democrat?"

NIXON VS. McGOVERN TREND

' Nixon McGovern Not Sure
% . yA %
August, 1972 57 34 9
July 55 35 10
May . 48 41 11
April 54 34 12
7" March ' 59 32 9

Thus, in this latest test, reflecting the full impact of the episode in which
MeGovern had to drop Sen. Thomas Eagleton as his running mate, the South Dakotan is now

running more behind the President than at any time since last March, when McGovern

was much less known.

S~

wore )



0f particular significanc

el

in this latest survey isg that President Nixzon leads
by & substantial margin in every region of the country, is zhead of McCGovern in the big
cities, the under 30 vote, both men and women, union members, independent, and Catholic
voters. In the casz of the union, Catholic; and the big city vote, these have been
traditional Democratic strongholds in national Presidential elections.
The following table shows the breakdown of the Nixon-McCovern division among

key voting groups, and also the slippage that has taken place in the McGovern margin

%
betwzen May and August.

NIXON»ﬁQfGOVERN RACE EBY KEY‘GRDUPS

. Margin

McGovern
Nixon McGovern Not Sure Dropped
* . % % pA %

‘

s

ationwide 57 34 9 -16

By Recicon

Eaat 58 33 9 -20
Midwest . 53 .36 11 ~14
South 68 26 6 -7
West 55 39 . 6 -13
By Size of Place
Cities 50 42 8 -19
Suburbs . 57 33 106 ~17
Towns 62 31 7 ~14
Rural 62 28 10 -5
BY AZC
18-29 53 43 4 -22
30-49 58 34 8 -21
50 and over 59 28 13 -t
By Incone
Under $5,000 52 39 9 ~4
55,000-5$9,999 55 35 10 -8
$10,000-$14,999 : 58 31 11 -5
$15,000 and over 65 30 "5 29
Unicn Members 49 40 11 -27
Republican - 87 10 3 -9
Domocratic 38 53 9 -15
Indapendent qe 25 15 ~34
By Relizien
Vihiite Drotestant 68 24 8 ~19
Cathoelice - . 55 23 12 ~24



HARRLS SURVEY (BUNUS) — August oin, L1¥/4

McGovern has dropped from his strongest showing back in May when he trailed
by only 7 points chiefly among voters in the Last, in the big cities, the suburbs,
the 30-49 age group, those with incomes of §15,000 and over, union members, independent
voters, and Catholiecs. In addition, of course, President Nixon has scored heavily on his
peace missions to Peking and Moscow, the economy has improved, and the public believes
he inspires more confidence personally. The vote which would have gone to Cov. George

5
Wallace on a thivd-party line now divides better than two-to-one for Mr. Nixon.

The i¥ony of McGovern's showing over the past two months, including the period
in which he was nominated by his party in Miawmi Beach is that he has lost much ground
among both the pivotal groups making up the old Democratic coalition and thgse which
are forming up to constitute the new politics. The Democratic nominee has slipped
heavily among union members, big city voters, and Catholics, who provided the

margin of victory for Democrats from Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1932 to John F. Kennedy

in 1960. ’ )

The South Dakotan has also lost ground heavily among the newer and most
rapidly growing parts of the electorate: the better educated, suburban residents,
younger voters, high income groups, and most of all among the growing independent
segment. In his drive to the nomination, these groups were the very backbone of
McGovern support. These latter groups tend to agree most with McGovern stands on
cuts in defense spending, Vietnam, easing penalties for use of marijuana, amnesty
for those who left the country to avold the draft, and stiff tax reform directed

against the rich and corporations.

In short, up to this point in time, George McGovern has received the worst of
both worlds of politics. He is losing among the groups most traditionally orilented to
economic or bread-and-butter issues aund also among those attuned to the newer, nop-ccono

issues.,



It is possible for McGovern to slip further, but the likelihcod is for the
current Mixon lead to diminish, even sharply, before Election Day. For it is probably

when McGovern comes oul of his troubles over a running mate and begins to attack on th

in

ssues that he will recoup at least some of the ground he has lost among either the ol
Democratic cealition or the new politics centers of the young, the suburban, the
affluent, the educated, and the independents.

Bot with thre% months to go, it is a long uphill fight for Geoxge McGovern t«
&

the White House,

# # # # '

(Copyright: 1972 Chicago~Tribune-New York News Syndicate, Inc.
Jorld Rights Reserved)
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HARRIS SURVEY

f

Por Belease: HMonday AM, August 7th, 1972 Not Befors
By Louis Harris

If the voters were able to vote for the office of Vice President alone next
Noveasber, Senator Tdmund Muskie on the Democratic ticket would begin with a 48-47 percen
L3

edre over Vice President Spiro Agnew on the Republican line. This narrow lead for Muski
contrasts with the 54-37 percent margin by vhich Agnew would have been leading Senator

Thomas Eagleton had he remained on the ticket as George lcGovern's running mate.
.

Vhen asked directly if they thought McCovern was right or not to drop

Eagleton from the ticket, by 53237 percent, a cross-section of 1,630 likely voters

interviewed in person between August 2nd and 3rd, said they thought
McGovern was right to replace the Missouri Senator,

Senater Muskie wae tectaed far the Tice Presidency ngainct Aznow zleng with
former Democratic National Chairman Lawrence O'Brien, Mayor Kevin White of Boston, and
x 3

.

Scnator Eagleton.,

v .

The cross-section of voters was asked:

"Supnose you could vote for Vice President betwaen Spiro Agnew for the Republicans and
{(Eagleton, Muskies, ete.) for the Democrats. If you had to choose, would you vote for
Agoew the Republican or Eagleton the Democrat?" 4

AGHEW VS, EAGLETON ¥FOR VICE PRESIDENT
{Likely voters)

Agnew Democrat Not Sure
% A %
Agnew vs,
Scnator Fdmund Muskie 47 48 5
Ix-Democratic Chairman Lawrence O'hrien 50 43 7
Senator Thomas Eagleton 54 37 9
Mavor Kevin Fhite ‘ 56 30 14



FLAmILG DUV e — SAUgusL suil, Lerd - L

Out of the four possible choices tested, Muskie ran easily the strongest race,
although 0'Brien finished no more than 7 points behind Agnew. Mayor White, obviously

unknown to large numbers of the voters ran 26 points behind Vice Prasident Agnew.

0f course, on November 7th, voters will have to cast their ballots for
both the President and Vice Presidential candidates grouped together, since there is
no way to vote for the twg,offices separately. However, these results indicate that
Sen. Muskiewould be contributing appreciable support to the McGovern candi&acy, particel
in contrast with Sen. Eazleton.

L4
The following analysis shows some of the key groups vhere Muskie makes a

particularly strong showing against Agnew:

AGNEW VS. MUSKIE
BY KLY GROUZS .

-

Agnew Muskie  Not Sure

. Z Z %
Total Tikely Voters 47 48 5
By Region )
East 45 50 5
Midwest 45 50 5
’ ~ South 57 37 6
! ) West 52 53 5
; -~ Border States ) 54 40 3
Deep South 61 34 5
By Age
18-29 39 57 4
30-49 46 49 5
50 and over 54 40 6
By _Educatiorn
8th grade or less 42 52 6
High school 49 44 7
College 47 50 3
Union Meubers 40 33 1z
ByyReligion . ’
White Prot. 58 .37 5
Catliolic . 43 50 7
Jewish 32 62 6

{ more )
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Senator Muskie makes a strong shouving in all regions outside the South, where

Vice President Agnew is zhead by 57-37 percent., Agnew is particularly popular in the

N

Deep South., Awmoung age groups, Muskie wins tha under 30 vote handily by 57-39 percent,
although Agnaw leads among 50 and older veters 54-40 percent. Muskie shows an ability
to carry the pivotal college educated vote by a narrow 50~47 percent, He also scores

1

well anmcag union membars by 53-40 percent, and among Catholics by 50-43 percent.

2

In fact, of the gour possible Democratic picks for Vice President tested,
Ki
Muskie was the only one who was able to carry the college educated, the East and West

Coasts, wnd Catholies., In addition, Muskie runs even with Aguew in the suburbs

v

of the country 47-47 percent, far ahead of the other Democrats who lost in the suburbs

by at least 11 points. Muskic runs 18 points ahead among young people, compared to no

more than a three-point edge for either Eacleton or O'Brien.

The cross section of voters was also asked: '

"o you think Scnator cGovern was mora right or more wrong to ask Senalur Eaplieluw nol
to run for Vice President on the Democratic ticket?':
. A

MC GOVERN VORE RIGHT OR WROKG TO DROP EAGLETON?

Total Voters
A

‘ More right 53
More wrong 37

Not sure 10

# # # .

{(Copyright: 1972 Chicago Tribune-New York Rews Syndicate, Inc.
World Rijghts Rescrvaed)
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HARRIS SURVEY (BONUS)

For Release: Tuesday AM, Auzust 3th, 1972 Yot Befere

i

By Louis Harris

In the aftermath of the Xagleton affezir, Sen. Geaorge McGovern has slippad even
further behind in his race against President Nixon and now trails by 23 points
Z J P H
57-34 percent. Early in Jul the Nixon lead over MeGovern stood at 55-35 percent
P > P I

3
20 points alhead.

Here is the trend of Harris Survey trial heats pitting the two opponents
»
for the Presidency against each other, the latest taken on August 2nd and 3rd, among

a cross section of 1,630 likely voters interviewed In person:

YIn the election this November for President it will be between Richard Rixon for the
Republicans and Sen. George McGovern for the Democyats. If you had to choose right now
whom would you vote for -—~-— Nixon the Republicar or McGovern the Democrat?”

NIXON VS, McGOVERN TREXND

-

Nixon McGovern  Not Sure
% . Z Z
August, 1972 57 34 9
July 55 35 10
May 48 41 11
April ) 54 34 12
- March 59 32 9

Thus, in this latest test, reflecting the full dmpact of the episode in which
MeGovern had te drop Sen. Thomas Fagleton as his ruuning mate, the South Dakotan is now
running more behind the President than at any time since last March, when McGovern

was much less known.



Gf particular siguificance in this lotest survey is that President Vicon laads

by o guhsrontial margin in cvery regien of the country, is zhead of McGovern in the big

The following table shows the breakdown of the Nixon-ilcCovern division among
key voting groups, and also the slippage that has taken place in the McGovern margin
37
betwean May and August.

NIROK-C GOVERN RACE BY KEY ‘GROUDS

. Margin

’ McGovern -
i Nixon McGovern Hot Sure Dropped
. % % % ra
Nationwidsa 57 34 9 -16
By Recdcon . .
East 358 33 9 ~-20
Midwest . 53 36 11 ~14
South . 68 26 . 6 -7
Vest 55 38 6 -13
By Sizc of Place
Cities 50 42, 8 -19
’ Suburbs R 57 33 10 -17
;’ Towns 62 31 7 ~14
i Rural 62 28 10 )
By Azc
18-29 53 43 4 -22
30-49 38 34 8 -21
50 and over 59 28 13 -4
by Ingoue
Undor $3,000 52 39 9 -4
$5,000-$9,999 35 35 10 ~8
$10,000-514,999 : 58 31 11 -5 .
$15,000 and over 65 30 5 ~29
Unicn Membors 49 40 11 -27
By Paviy
wpublican . 87 10 3 -9
Domocratic 38 53 g ~15
Independent 60 25 15 =34
35 24 8 ~19
55 23 12 24



TARRIS SURVEY (BUSUD) =~ August onu, 4v/s .

icGovern has dropped from his strongest showing back in Moy when he trailed
by only 7 points chiefly among voters in the East, in the big cities, the suburbs,
the 30-49 age group, those with iacomes of $15,000 and over, vnion members, independent
voters, and Catholics. In addition, of course, President Nixon has scored heavily on his
peace missions to Peking and ioscow, the economy has improved, and the public believes
he inspires wore confidence personally. The vote which would have gone to Gov. Ceorge

2
Wallace on a third-party line now divides better than two-to-—one for Mr. Nixon.

The i§ony of McGovern's shoving over the past two months, including the peried
in which he was nominated by his party in Miami Beach is that he has lost much ground
among both the pivotal groups making up the old Democratic coalition and those which
are forming up to constitute the new politics. The Democratic nominee has slipped
heavily among union members, big citg voters, and Catholics, who provided the

rargin-of vietory for Democrats from Franklin D. Roesevelt in 1932 to John F. Kennedy

- ~

in 1960.

The South Dakotan has also lost ground heavily ameong the newer and most
rapidly growing parts of the electorate: the better educated, suburban residents,
younger voters, high income groups, and most of all among the growing independent
segment. In his drive to the nomination, these groups were the very backbone of
McGovern support. These latter groups tend to agree most with McGovern stands on
cuts in defense spending, Vietnam, easing penalties for use of marijuana, amnesty
for those who left the country to avold the draft, and stiff tax reform directed

against the rich and corporations. - -

In short, up to this point in time, George McGovern has veceived the worst of
both worlds of politics. He is losing among the groups most traditionally oriecuted to

economic or broead-and-butter issues awd also among those attuned to the newer, non~ccono

issues.
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It is possible for deGovern to slip further, but the likelihood is for the

current Nixon lead to diminish, cven sharply, before Election bDay. For it is probably

when McCovern comes oulb of his troubles over a running mate and bezins to attack on thy

issues that he will reocoup at least some of the ground he has lost among eithar the ol

Denocratic coalition or the new politics centers-of the young, the suburban, the
affluent, the educated, and the independents.

But with three months to go, it id a long uphill fight for George McGovern t«
&y

the VWhite House,

# i # # :
* .

{Copyrights 1972 Chicago-Tribune~Few York News Syndicate, Inc.

Vorld Rights Reserved)
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.or Releage: Monday 23, July 24th, 1872 Kot Before
By Louls Harris
. The d2ecizion of Gov. Ceorpe Wallzce not to rum azain on a third-parety ticket

couwld wall cost Sen. Gzorge McGovern, the Dewmocratic nominee, as

1

fmints

A5 percent ab latest count - are asked te choose bet

$ney say thay will vote Republican by 57-23

-
]
Cn & patisanl basis, the Desoorat

yotes in the North thar ni

ng

in the Scuth awo
of the Wallace vote is8 drawn from the nmore

ns

shere Nixon already runs strongly. In the

a rhe fall elecifon., When likely woters vho prefer Wallace for the presidency -~

much as 5 percentage

+ »

ween Sen. McGovern and President Nixon,

pexcent.

itan oy
stand 2x

ta to Jose a pater number of total

=
former Wallace voters. In all, 56 percent

populous North aud 44 percent from the South,
.

Forth, the Wallace vote at this stage of the

Xzmpaisn splits - for President Hixon by a margin of 55-~25 percent. In the South, Wallace

Supporters prefer Nixon over McCGovern by 61-25 percount,

Similar, the Hallace vote in the Horth could

Presidential race in the lavge industrial s

H

erf )

The follo

ring table spells out th
an the electorata. The results are drawn

1

ationwide between July lst and 6th:

RIXON GAINS

Baticawlde
North
South
Suburbs
18-23 year olds
§5,000 ~ 9 034 o
$10.025 ~ i5,439

Union uembors
i
Catholjes

.
S oiry m e

adopendonis

1
el b

(

Although these patterns are

ba the key to the outcome of a close, tuo~-vay

tares.

PR “u

& impact of a Wallace withdrawal among key groups

,901 nousczhold

M WALLACE SUPPORTIRS .
-Net Nixon
Cain
z -
i .
2
9
é -
8
nnomo 5
6
4
7
2
more )


http:Natlo:1t!.".dc

JABRIS SURVEY - July 24, 1972 e

£

'

The implications of these findings are

-~ In the South, the nct pickup of 9 points for President Nixon from the former

. Wallace vote gives the Republican a comzanding 62-27 percent lead in that region. In the

Norgh, former Yallace supporters give Mr. ilixon an avervage gain of 2 polnts. While this

may secm like 2 small differcrce, the margin could prove decisive in a number of key

o industrial states that are pivotal in the elcction.

~-- The swing suburban vete could also be vitally affected by ex-Wallace backers.
In all‘ 12 percent of all suburban residents vere for the Alabama Governor. When asked to
“howvss barcoen Sen, MeGovarn and Prosident Nixen, thoy contribute a net

to. the Nixon column there.

*
-~ Ameng the under~-30 group, a majority of whom are not on the ‘college campuses,
{
former Wallace supporters nmow intend to give Mr, Nixen a net gain of 8 points. This
.
i
could sharply reduce the current McGovern lead among the young. i
i
!
/ -~ Among middle-income groups, where the Wallace vote had risen to 18 percent,
s

4
i s . . . . iy ,
President Nixon scores a net gain of 5 points. This adds to Mr. Nixon's already wide lead

among middle-income voters.

- Among union members, whure Wallace had attracted a substantial 18 perceng of
the vote, Mr. Nixon runs two-to-one ahead in preference and picks up a net gain of 4 peints
In 1568, similar defections from union ranks were evident, and only a cencerted drive by
trade unions in the final month kept tihe Wallace total down. Given the coolncss to the
MeGovern candidacy by union lexders, this loss for the Democrats could be costly.

-

- .

- fmong independent voters, 17 percent of whom had intended to po for ¥Wallace,

Presidens Nixon registers a net gain of 7 points. It is highly likely that Sea. McGovern's

ultimatre chances depend on his ability to carry the indevendent vete in Novenbor. The forae

Yallazo cupportars ceuld well medha that more difficule,

( more )

.



HARRIS SURVEY - July 24, 1972 . -3=

~- The politically scensitive Catholic vote also will be affected by where
ex~%Yallacites end up onllection Pay. VWithWallace out, Mr. Nixon scores a net gain of 2
points. At last count, voters vho ave Catholics were going 54-37 parcent for the GOP
cendidace in a two-way race.

Obviously, the early reactions of those who wanted to vote for George Wallace looks

like bad news for Senater McGovern, However, it should be pointed out that the two

principal} wotivators of the Wallace vote stemmod from (1) a deep feeling against schoel

P
1)
b
£
e
b

buaing to zchisva vacizl balancs and (2) from an clisuation

o~

focused heavily o taw

inequities and tax reform, The busing issue works strongly

e

i President Nixon's favor.

But the tax reform issue definitely helps Senator MeGovern.

— ——

will eventually go,

S0, in the end, the direction in which the former Wallace vote

although at the moment heavily inclined toward Richard Rixon, is still subject te the £low
i
of the 1972 campaign as waged by the candidates of the two major parties;

i

{Copyright: 1972 Chicago Tribunc-¥ew York News Syndicate, Inc.
Vorld Rights Reserved)
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EARRIS PUNLIC OPINION AUALYSIS

For Relosso: Thursday AM, July 27th, 1972 Not Lefore
Py Louis Harris

The heart of the strategy and arithmetic of the McGovern candidacy in 1972

is thaot 1% million young people nowly eligible to vote for President can be vegistered
and that o sizable majority can be delivered to the Democratic column on Election Day.

From tha roeent evidence, there is every indication that young people under 30 are likely
L

to be votiny differently from their elders in this year’s election.

In the last two Harris Surveys, while the electorate as a whole has been

L] .
giving President Nixon a wide 18-point lead, Senator MMcCovern has been ahead among voters

under—32 by a margin of 9 points. The South Dakotan's lead among young vobers has becn as

high as 14 voints, Although this bulge for McGoverrn has yet to be translated inte actual

vetes, he bogins the campaign with his most substantial support to be found amung young

/ )

voters.
!

{
MeGovern strategists are banking on this heavy tilt of the young toward the

Senator to nmake a gubstantial difference in a close election. Historically, howaver, the
turacut of the young in national elections has bean consistently lower than that of their

elders. st major polls are usually adjusted for this turnout of “likely voters.” Huch

of the accuracy of the polls this year will depend on how correctly public opinion analysts

:2ie the rate of turnout of the young vote. For Seantor Mefovern, the rate of

turnout of the young could spell the difference between victory and dafeat.

.
Based on vepistration figuces to date and turcout patterns in both regular

elections and in the primaries, where the 18-29-year-ould group has had the vots, the likely

undevr-30 vole i3 todsy running well bel

{ wimwa Y
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HARRILS PULLTC OPINION ANALYSIS ~ July 27th, 1972 -2~

POTENTIAL VS. LIKELY VOLERS

Population Electorate
. 4 %
18-29 age 29 23
30-4% : . 36 39
50 and over 35 38

At the moment, the best estimate isg that the share of the actual vote for
those under 30 might well turn out to he as much as 6 points below their share of the
L]
population potentially eligible to vote. The over-30 vote sharc of the actual electorate

3 be I -~ - it - 4 - -4 -~ wy g
is runvkng 6 points bighar tban its share in tha population
!

i
i

Although Sen. McGovern has had a 9-point lehd among young people under 30

: I
st two Harris Suvveys, he has trailed by 23 points among voters over 30.
i
- ]
Combined, this has given President Nixon a lbd~point lead over his Democratic opponant.
}

v
3

However, if the under-30 vote were to come out to its full potential of the

in the 1

s

total (25%) on Election Day, this fact alone would improve McGovern's standing against
Hixon by better thau 1 point. Accordingly, if the proportion of the 30-49 age group
in the total vote cast were to shrink from 39 to 36 percent, this would bring Mr. Nixon's

margin down by another § percentage points. )

Thug, just by changing the raie of turnout smong young people up to thelr
full potential, the Nixon lead of 14 points could be cut to 8 points. To be sure,
3
thin would s0ill leave the President with a wide lcad, and his edge in the early stages

ign would rot be wiped out.

-
’

The ranze of Jifference between an average and exceptional turncub amgng
voung voters in this election could meun between 4 and 6 percentsge points in the ouboore,

Thin means that in a clesce 52-48 percent or 53«47 porceant Nixen lead ovar MeGoevoern in
*

the populer vote, the ultimate outcone vould be cast in doubt or reversed.
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ALl of this aralysis assumes, of cours

13

vobters will remain where it is or even increase.

run

as, mech as 16 points behind to dead even amo

ing

Pel: and MNoscow, the President narrowed the de

under~30 vote.

e

There is no doubt that the peace issuz

mush

o]

This analysis of the youth vote, howev

problenm for Senator McGovern. It is evident tha

margins -~ ovaer 20 poiats —— among middle-aged a

~

uses an inovdinate amount of his camp

Senator foc

neglect

of low turnout

LYSIS -~ July 27th, 1972

ameng young people might prove to be in vain.

¢, that the McCovern lead among youung

Over the past year,President Nixon has

ng young voters. After his trips to

ficit he had been showing among the

is dowminant with the young in 1872,

f whore this vote will go depends on the resolution of the Vietnam war and

make their cases on peace between now and Election Day.

er, points up an equélly challenging
i

3 3 i »
t he Has been trailing by substantial

nd older voters. If .the South Dakota

H
'
1
i

:
aign energies on the wyoung at the

¢

of the other age groups, a herculean effort to reverse the traditiocnal patterns

In short, McGovern's problem with the young may be the difficult matter of

getting then to come out to register and vote.
faces the even more difficult task at tiils stage

their pinde.

s
IR
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Jith the other age categories, he

of the campaign of actually changing
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or Releoscs Moaday M, July 100h, 1972 : Hot Defore

As a result of his stribing string of primavy victorics, Sen, George Melovern
corme Mo b

For exawple,

ver, tue bLitter primary ctruggles have not left his public dwmage wntarnished:

5 : - i e e - Ty e
e Tho puober of voters vwho azree vith the stateecont that "McCovern daos

credit for being against vietnam boiore otnerd™ i ¥ pereenc disagree,

=)

IThis larest division 1 not guite as good as the 542 nt positive split Molovern
&

*

e By 45 to 23 perceant, voters give the South Dakotan high mavks for belng

¢ "Fighter for tox raform who wants o help the working man.”

In Hay, however, the
P >

public agrocd with the same statoeusat by a larger 48-14 percent.

~ee By 42--34 poarcent, volers feel that MoGovern has a Usincere, appealing

parseaslity,” but this Is down 2 the 46-2¢0 porcent marvgin he showed in May.

o ey
e By 3854

i, - .
Loy, the 1
Booris Selcsva,
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ot b outspohon,

aasion he had

made on tho electorate du Che latler sioes

At the

L P . Srvivic b
OH0neUn aboal e houkn

., .
have bocn duereaning:

n bhas

i

~—= The wmoot styiling reverssl bes beon ‘ever (he

"roo entreae, Yiberal views," Al Yewiocount, by 40-33 porcont, o plurality o

voters acree with that stetevent,

diaaeroed wirh fha gome onstoemani. Thio eniliph " E tny tho
Coart R
MeGove o cause,

——e By a slim 39--38 parceat, votors agres with the stateoent that Melovern
"lozs not inspive confidouce as a Preside v, by 36-33 percent,

voters rejected that criticisu. .

2ver, by 38236 percent, anothav su

wdl plurality disagrees with the

charge that "MeCovern wants te change things too wmuch.” This quastion was not asked .

in May.

—— fnd by 43-32 porcont,

now disagres viith the o«

George MeGovern Yhas a {Jat, uninteresting persopatity.’” Uowsver, fdn May, & larger

e

4528 norcont took exception to such a

=== Finaliy, by Meliovern is

a Voue~izsue ran e-- only

pubtic disagrend with the oug-lsusua

a Yessor 4928 poreent.

( ; HY X't‘ }
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ARl ouraveYy ~ July 13, 1972

the HueGovern lupnal has slow

o vesultt of the bltter Caliiornda privayy.

<

Az reported earller, the latest Horeis Suvvey shows Nelovera nov trailing

el in &

4y

by a I12-poiat w

race, 45 to 332

1

54-38 pevcens, the South

behind by no wore

S el . I - s s - TR SO e E L
4035 podeiit, LN a8 Luroe way CLulasl eud wy / plliiio, =om%d ol

contest.

[£304

Howzver, there dis cue result dn the current syrvey findings vhich might wmean

down on Lthe posi

ident Ninoen aond Cov, Goovge Vallace ouw a thi

and by 16 poin

Ttor o treerendous svrpe feruvoard do both puhlic recognitien and

[
v
-
o

R

ferther veflected in the triel heots the Harris Suvvey conducted

&
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moere in the oad thon all the vear: the 28-34 percent vorgin by which a pluwality of

the voters express the view thal “George HMeGovern st
the results of that question reveal a pattern of potential
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DOES MNeQaVERD STAD FOR

Feovubhlicans 5
Demucerats 44
Indepeadents 44
By Relizion
Protoest :
Cathnl; 3
Jewlish 62 21 17

Perhaps the secret of McGovern's success in

ries was his
ability to become the persenification of "the right kind of change' at a time vhen .

the couunisy clearly was rvipe feor this kind of challenge. Oaly in the South dozs McGovern

&

fail to score as the syabol of zecptable changeo 1F he is the Derocratic noemines, and
if NeGovern can trenslate the djuclinztion of the young, independents, the college educated,

Catholics, and union wenbers Into Liavd votes in the mouths abead, the arithes

elaction pleht wind up o pond donl closaer thon i¢ fs today,
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