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WASHINGTON 

June 14, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. H. R. HALDEMAN) 

FROM: DWIGHT L. 
(. / I 

CHAPIN/:/· ·';'
L/ ' 

!; 

SUBJECT: Response to HRH June 12 Memo 

1. What should the President's posture be between the Conventions? 

ANSWER 

- Continue non-political approach 

- Schedule 3 or 4 major announcements or actions which 
serve to remind public of President Nixon's achievements 
in office. 

Example: 

- Tricia to China 

- Speech on occasion of passage of SALT 

- Trip to Midway (maybe post-Convention) 

- First week after Democratic Convention, offer their 
candidate full briefing. Try to set it for second week. 

- One or two half day trips to key states, i. e. Ohio Armstrong 
Museum. Make it good pos itive crowd event. 

- Remain every bit the President. 

- A sign of toughness on the war might be most appropriate. 
Would drive the libs crazy a-nd solidify some of the 
Democratic support on our side. 

- If a Vice Presidential change is made it should be structured, 
if this is possible, so the least amount of political 
brutali.ty i.s exp~tnded upon. A sloppy move here no matter 

how well planned wiJl ha.\-c serious consequences. 
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printed materials -- everythi ng should build credibility. 
Over and over in different ways the McGovern documentary 
infers and once again directly states, "we need a 
President we can believe in." The President has 
credibility now. We need to keep it and build on it-
once it starts to collapse under fire it will be very 
difficult to recover. 

Assuming the cand idate will be McGove rn, I am 
for third party per"sons or organizations attacking him 
lightly now and heavily the day the Democratic 
Convention ends. He should be hit not only on issues 
but also on his credi.bility, honesty and lack of experience 
and understanding of the insti.tution of the Presidency. 
There is no reason to let the Honest George image 
keep floating. 

4. � Your thoughts as to what the opposition strategy will be 
and how we should meet it. 

ANSWER 

The Attack on the President 

Give him credit for the Summits and say the Hallmark 
for the Nixon Presidency has been made. Now we must 
move on. 

Say the war must end -- if it is about to end say it 
hasn't been soon enough. Over promise-Nixon did 
in 1968. 

Nixonomics haven't worked. 

Unemployment up- with analogies to Hoover. Scare people. 

Nixon is a devisive President. He wins by dividi.ng 
Americans. The people want to be brought together. 
We must unite and rededicate ourselves. 

C rime has gone up. 
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The lllOst isolated President. Makes decisions alone, 

doesn't consult advi sors. Away frolll the White House 

constantly -- no consultation with Congress. 


A nd over and over again, bang Nix on's credibility. 

Bring up bi g business, ~TT, the Court, his brother 

Don, anything that helps to point negati ve s. 


Re sponse to the attack' 

The President never takes on McGovern by nallle or 

directly. If he does it should be during the last days 

of the call1paign crunch and only if necessary. 


The Vice President and Surrogates can bang around 
McGovern striking hard on the issues and his qualifications. 

Prolllinent conservative Delllocrats who are popular in key 
states should be signed up under the table now by Mitchell. 
We can use thelll in the State where they're popular just 
at the right tillle. But- get thelll tied up today and before 
McGovern llloves right. 

The President should talk about what he has done, that 
it is only the beginning of the beginning and where he is 
headed. Aloof and above reproach. A s long as it works
under attack - he should turn the other cheek, and hold off 
any heavy attack by hilllself untillllid-October. 

The best Presidential attack is in stressing what he has 

done. Get the public to decide he's done a trelllendous 

alllount while McGovern yells not' enough. 


I alll not sure on the precise attack which should be 
lllade on McGovern. Jus t keep hilll to the left if it means 
using SOllle of our issue material and equity early. (Higby 
has given llle Buchanan' s lll~lllO which looks like it outlines the 
basis for the McGovern attack.) We lllust lllake sure our 
attack does not COllle too heavy handed, with too llluch PR 
and build hilll into a lllartyr.J, 

, . .- .." . ~ 


