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12 14 11/26/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

Scheduled political meetings during the 

month of November. 2 pgs.

White House Staff

12 14 11/16/1971 Memo From Harry Dent to the Attorney General 

and Haldeman. RE: Upcoming meeting on 

November 23 to discuss upcoming issues in 

the Campaign of 1972. 1 pg.

White House Staff

12 14 11/23/1971 Memo From Jeb Magruder to the Attorney General. 

RE: The Political Issues Group Meeting-

Tuesday, November 23, 1971. 2 pgs.

Domestic Policy

12 14 11/18/1971 Memo
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12 14 11/18/1971 Memo From Jeb Magruder to Gordon Strachan. RE: 

The Minutes of the most recent meeting of 

the Campaign Strategy Group. 1 pg.

White House Staff

12 14 11/18/1971 Report A detailed report concerning the Minutes of 

the Campaign Strategy Group Meeting-

November 17, 1971. 3 pgs.

Campaign

12 14 11/2/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

Scheduled political meetings for the fall of 

1971, along with a list of suggested 

attendees. 2 pgs.

Domestic Policy

12 14 6/4/1971 Memo Action memo regarding the formation of a 

basic political strategy group of Mitchell, 

Finch, Haldeman, Harlow, Dole, Ehrlichman, 

and Dent. 1 pg.

Domestic Policy

12 14 10/4/1971 Memo A memo regarding the need for a political 

planning group consisting of Sears, Dent, 

Buchanan, and Len Garment. 1 pg.

Domestic Policy
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12 14 11/19/1971 Memo From Charles W. Colson to Haldeman. RE: 

The upcoming sit down with the President to 

discuss the "raw politics" of 1972. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 11/22/1971 Memo From L. Higby to G.S. Indecipherable 

message labeled as "high priority." 1 pg.

White House Staff

12 14 11/22/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The types of scheduled political meetings; 

including one for issues and one for politics. 

2 pgs.

Domestic Policy

12 14 11/26/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

Idaho Senate Race--Glenn Wegner. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 11/26/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The California Conservative Luncheon on 

November 30, along with an included list of 

attendees. 2 pgs.

Domestic Policy
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12 14 11/24/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The President's consent to create campaign 

pictures for incumbents up for re-election, 

but will not do so for new candidates. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 10/6/1971 Memo From Haldeman to Dave Parker. RE: The 

President's refusal to do television shorts for 

the Senate or House candidates next year. 1 

pg.

Domestic Policy

12 14 11/18/1971 Memo From Harry S. Dent to Haldeman. RE: The 

changing dynamics in the race for the 

Kentucky 6th District seat, upon learning of 

the death of Watts. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 11/22/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The Friends of the Richard Nixon Seminar, 

and its organization as head up by Anne 

Armstrong. 1 pg.

Domestic Policy

12 14 11/22/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The discussion of the two upcoming political 

meetings; one concerning issues, and the 

other on politics. 2 pgs.

Domestic Policy
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12 14 11/16/1971 Memo From Harry Dent to the Attorney General 

and Haldeman. RE: The importance of the 

November 23rd office meeting to discuss 

issues concerning the 1972 campaign. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 11/19/1971 Memo From Charles Colson to Haldeman. RE: The 

sit down with the President to discuss the 

"raw politics" of 1972. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 11/2/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The scheduled meeting between the "basic 

political strategy group" which includes: 

Mitchell, Finch, Haldeman, Harlow, Dole, 

Ehrlichman, and Dent. 2 pgs.

Domestic Policy

12 14 6/4/1971 Memo Memo regarding the "basic political strategy 

group" consisting of Mitchell, Finch, 

Haldeman, Harlow, Dole, Ehrlichman, and 

Dent. 1 pg.

Domestic Policy

12 14 10/4/1971 Report A report stating the political planning group 

which consists of Sears, Dent, Buchanan, and 

Len Garment. 1 pg.

Domestic Policy
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12 14 11/19/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The President's Meetings with Selected GOP 

Senators. 1 pg.

Domestic Policy

12 14 11/18/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

Campaign polling, and the issue of whether 

the usage of existing data would be 

beneficial. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 11/18/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

Klein's Communication Plan for the 

Campaign. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 11/18/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The Trial Heat Poll conducted on the 

telephone from November 20-21, 1971. 1 pg.

Domestic Policy

12 14 11/16/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

ORC Analysis of Demographic Changes in 

Approval of the President. 3 pgs.

Campaign
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12 14 10/29/971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

ORC Analysis of Demographic Changes in 

Approval of the President. 2 pgs.

Campaign

12 14 Other Document Indecipherable handwritten notes. 5 pgs.White House Staff

12 14 11/12/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

Cliff Miller's Evaluation of the Campaign. 2 

pgs.

Campaign

12 14 11/12/1971 Memo From Gordon Strachan to Haldeman. RE: 

The benefits of using Bud Wilkinson in the 

campaign. 1 pg.

Campaign

12 14 11/3/1971 Memo From Larry Higby to Chuck Colson. RE: The 

usage of Bud Wilkinson as a part of the 

campus speaker's program. 1 pg.

Campaign
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COMMITTEE: FOr? THE RE·E~C::CT;O~ OF THE Pi=<ESlOE:\T 

1'101 P,NNSY1..VAi"·UA A',ENU£, N.W. 

WASHINGTON. 0 ;:. 20006 ~ovcrr~er 23, 1971 
(202) 333-00"0 

ADiIHtlI;: r[;,\TIV-: l':AR,?ING 

E.O,- 120G5, Sectic:1 6-102 


By limPrulJ.l Nl;.R;S. Date J-I {..-&p 


rONFTPEl>"fl1i[AL 

l-IE:·10r<A."JDUM FOR TEE ATTORXEY GENERAL 

SUBJECT: 	 Political Issues Grou9 

lucsday, NoveIT~er 23, 1971 


The fo110\"i:1g individuals were invitad by l·1r. Dent to a-ctend t:.-~~ 

meeting: 

'Anne A:cr.1strong 	 • Edwin Harper 
I Ken Cole 	 • Herbert Klein 
.Cnarles Colson 	 .Ray Price 
·BoD Dole -Donald Rumsfeld 
.Thomas B. Evans · William Safire 
-:Robert Finch • Robert Teeter 
-Bryce Harlow William Timmons 

Those attending were: 

Anne A:cr.1strong Ray Price 
Ken Cole Donald Rurr.s feld 
Thomas B. Evans William Safire 
Edwin Harper 

Harry Dent 
Jeb l1agruder 
Bob Marik 

The purpose of e1e meeting was to create the Political Issues 
Group in order to provide a means for establishing input into the 
canpaign, a source of guidance, a forum for discussing political 
issues, and for developing important issues which arise during 
the campaign. 

CO?';FIDENTIAL 
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It \'las agreed that o;:'.e of t.~e prc~:eIT.s which has <llreac.y arisen 
in the campaigr. is u.at of cm:',;::r.:r.icating to spokes;:acn 
su?porting the A~~i~istra~ion. :t was L~at ~~ addit~on 

to using Adrr.ir:is':ra::.io:;. spokes:;,.e:-: and deve::'oping networks to 
cor.c'nt:!1icate t:o Ccngress~o:,.al and S"~ate spokesmen, tha-t ':.1_ 

~vill be help£ul "Co the ir.p'..lt from the Political Issues Group 
to suppler-Lent coordir.ation of pelicy ::rorr. the Domestic COl.;,~cil 
and the National Sec.1rity Council wi01 the sta:':f of the Com.'":1.ittc.::.. 

It was agreed t:'1at the Poll tical ::::ssues Group will meet on alter­
nate Tuesday at 9:00 in Hr. Harry Dent's office to dis­
Cl.;,SS major is:::mes which are difficl.;,lt to handle because of "Cheir 
political complexity. The group will not focus on majo:::, 
topics (for exa::tple I Vietnam and the Economy) lit \'iill also pay 
particular attention to issues (1) \vhich cause }n:'oblems ir. prGsc!~­
ta1.:ion, (2) which should be included in the polling effort an(l, 
(3) issues which cor:;e up during the course of the ca.-r,paig..... .;<...... 

require careful dcvelop~ent. 

It \Vas agreed that. in the future a mercber of t..1e Vice ?resic.c:r-:',:·;; 
staff Vlill be asked to attend. Also, Bob :-larik (IZcsearch), Pc.:.:::r 
Dailey (Advertising) I and Bob Teeter (Polling), all of tIle Co:;,.:.,::..~.:.­

tee for the Re-Election of the President will attend. 

The next meeting (Tuesday, Decenilier 7, at 9:00 in Mr. Dent's 
office) will focus on our national defense posture and appropria~e 
members of the substantive staffs will attend. 

JEB~\ 


HARRY S. DE~T 

http:Ccngress~o:,.al
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COMMI'lTEE FOR 7HE RE-EL.EC7iON OF THE PRESlDENT 

170: 	 PENNSYLVANIA AV£Nwt:, N,W 
DE~;"'T~'''7-~ ".,I"'\, 'R;'7 f\ ",1WASHJNGTQi'\" D, C. 20006 

(202) 333·0920 A!,:I',~::;- ~T.~ '.'.::;; p;~' ",' ..-<:; November 18 , 1971 
~ 
~. ~. O.

'" 
1:::025 • 

~-''-''''."..J.I-,
<:'" e t < ~ • () , 02 

'By 	 . _ 

~W _!ilji..tlS. Date I-I(r&p 

..cOHF!rJl!!N I TAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR GORDON STRACHAN 

SUBJECT: CAMPAIGN STRATEGY GROUP 

Attached for your information, are tne Minutes 
of the most recent meeting of the Ca.'11paign 
Strategy Group. 

,l'\ ' " , ~. /
JEB $ ·i\ ljAGRV'/UDER 

, J. / 
\ I ~ 

if~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 



COMM!TTEE FOR THE RE·ELECTrON Of THE PRESIDENT 

WASH::"GTON, 0 c. ;,a,0006 

(2021 333-092:0 

SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE Cll,.J.\IPAIGN STRATEGY GROUP 
MEETING - NOVEMBER 171 1971 

Two subject areas were covered in this Strategy Group 
meeting: the polling plan for the campaign and co~u;­
nications for the New Hampshire primary.campaign: 

Polling 

Bob Teeter described his proposed polling plan. Three 
surveys are contemplated to gather information on candi­
date preferences l voter perception of the major 'candi­
dates and voter attitudes on important issues .. These 
surveys would be structured so as to yield statistical 

'data for up to 15 key states and the important primary 
states. 

The first survey will be proposed to go into the field 
in late November or early December l in order to obtain 
baseline data prior to the primary cru~paigns. The second 
,survey would be done in June or July to measure trends 
after the prima~ies and after the selection of most 
major statewide candidates. This data would also facili­
tate a re-evaluation of the list of key states. The 
third survey would be taken in late August, after the 
nominating Conventions. A further re-evaluation and 
possible reduction would be made in the list of key 
states. 

For the last weeks of the campaign, approximately 
September 25th to November 3rd, there would be a con­
tinuous telephone tracking operation, similar to that 
done in 1968. The telephone interviews could be used 
to do statewide polls of the few states which still may 
be close; to do nation-wide sampling, which could be 
compiled into national data every 3 or 4 daysi and to 
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check the effect of any major incidents during the 
campaign. 

In addition to the major survey activities in the key 

states throughout th~ country, the polling operation 

would maintain the flexibility to perform special pro­

jects when deemed appropriate by the Strategy Group 

and the campaign management. These might include 

special group studies (youth, minority groups, senio~ 


citizens) and the testing of campaign tec~niques (c:i~nt 

mail, taped telephone and specializied organizational 

efforts, etc.). This cateaorv would also include ~ 

limited amount of testing ~f ;ew research techn~ques, 

which may be able to yield a~ditional information of 

strategic value. 


Among other things, one purpose of the polling operation 

would be to identify the segment of ticket splitters or 

undecided voters so that particular campaign tschniques 

can be focused in their direction to effectively influ­

ence their vote for the President. 


If the proposal for the first field survey ii approved 

by the campaign management, Bob Teeter will be developing 

a questionnaire within the next week. He asked that the 

members of the Strategy Group submit to him their ideas 

.which should be covered by questions in the poll and 

strategic uses toward which the poll should be designed 


Communications in the New Hampshire Primary 

A brief discussion was conducted on the relative costs of 
various types of communications techniques in the New 
Hampshire primary. Much of the data were based on the 
1968 primary campaign. It was the conclusion of the group, 
consistent with their prior recommendations,. that the opera­
ting plans be drawn up to include substantial direct mail 
and telephone activities, advertising in newspapers, radio 
and billboards. In the latter case, the billboard sites 
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should be restricted to urban areas so as not to offend 
envirorul1.entalist sentime::1t i::1 the countryside. .t.:se 
of TV would not contem9latedl although the commerc s 
would be prepared and held in reserve as a cO::1tinge::1cy. 

Specific operating and budget recommendations will be 
made by the functional managers; of Re-election 
COITmittee, consistent with the Strategy Group cO::1clusioLs. 

,.,~ 
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November 2, 1971 

HEMORAl.'JDUM FOR: H. R • HALDEY.iAJ.~ 

FROM: GORDON STRACHAN 

SUBJECT: Political M.eetings 

In June the President mentioned to you that the "basic 
political strategy group Mitchell, Finch, Haldeman, 
Harlow, Dole, Ehrlichman, and Dent should meet. You 
raised this with the Attorney General at your last " .,'"ClCa.L 

matters meeting on June 30. Your notes to me a.ftervlard 
indicated that the meeting should be scheduled in fall. 
A copy of the original action memorandlli~ attached. 

The President in October mentioned that the lIoriginal 
group!! of Sears, Dent, Buchanan, Garment, Finch, and 
Rumsfeld should meet. You cleared this with the Attorney 
General on October 14. A copy of the original action paper 
is attached. 

Yesterday the President, in his telephone call to you, said 
that Senators Dominick and Dole, as well as Chuck Colson, 
should be added to the political meeting. 

Both meetings have problems in terms of purpose (real v. 
make everyone think he has a part) and security of information 

certain individuals attend. Therefore, two meetings -­
one for the hard decisions and one for therapy should " 
probably be held. Suggested attendees are: I;tc~_~~ 

Co~C:;;.r;/..,..
Real Therapy 

£):.;--0 
-Haldeman Dole 1ft )', pl-r­p .. ~"""""~he Attorney General Wilson 
-Harlow Dominick "'1'"/ L Jf{)' 

/~i;5:,.~:Ji,'J l;':;"~...-Ehrlichman Dent l ; f"P ~t' •• /-eeti~ Garment vlv~;..,----
1Colson Finch 
~ent Rumsfeld ,/;;v..,icJ-z.,..;­f. /' 

~.- I'...-Rllil1sfeld Buchanan 
r~:-

In addition, you should meet privately with the Attorney 
General to review the political matters pending that were 
not covered after the meeting last Thursday \vith John Rollins 
and the Attorney General on the Fourth Party situation. 
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Two of these meetings could be scheduled this week. On 
Thursday, November 4, ·the Presiden)c will meet \viJch tne 
Attorney General at 3:00 p.m. The Attorney General 
could meet with you at 4: :00 p.m.' w:-iile the Presiden·c is 
meeting with President 3usia. ,At 5:00 p.m. while the 
President is raeeting with Jche pevine Congressional Group, 
the "real ll .political group could meet in your office. You 
could then~~cover the matters discussed in these poli·cical 
meetings w th the President during the trio to Florida. . ! ... 

I' 
Recommendat1tons: / 

1. That the\llieeting betwe~n you and the Attorney General 
be scheduled ~or Thursday / November 4, a)c 4: 00 p.m.

\ I 1 

\,;l-t 
i, 
.,l Disapprove_____________Approve, "" .. , 

--~\ 
fComment \ t 

~~ ,~ 
The talking pape~\ that you had when this meeting was 
scheduled for ~as\ Thu~~sday w,il..l. be updated and submitted 
to you for revlew \:omO,frow.•:~ 

!
2. That the IIreal" oQlitical strategy group meeting be 
scheduled for Thursd~y, November 4, at 5: 00 p.m. 

Approve 1'\ Disapprove y.

Comment --~.4t'---------i\. 
A talking paper encjmpass\~~'ng the two action memoranda and 
additional matters {rill be prepared and submitted to you for 
review tomorrow. i 

p 
3. That the "thera~y" polit±pal strategy meeting be scheduled 
at th~ participantsr c~nvenien'e. Since you will no~ attend, 

~~Bob Flnch should r~celve the a~~aChed memorandum whlch asks 
i",",':~ him to schedule thJ meeting and submit their recommendationslov" ......·'" 'i

'to the Attorney Ge1eral. . 

r .Approve ~ Dlsap rove_____________ 

comment________~\~.__________________________ 

\ 



l.eTlON Y2MO 

Polit.icz.l 

vIe need to se-:' ;':9 i~7..:~eCi':"ately a basic politicc:.: s"'c::a-:'2SY 

group of 1>1i t.chell, Finch I Hz.lde::-.an I Harlow I Dole I 

Ehrlic~~an, and Dent. A neeting should De called as 

soon as possible. 

We need some basic tactical t.hinking regarding' t:.:'e 

priiliaries.- tte question of Presidential participation 

and basic stra-:.egy approach to handl:"~'::I::'his. 

The President was very surprised abo·..lt the Ohio deve:'op:;:;.en t. 

The President will not campaign in primaries but he wi~l 

bring in the key sta-:'e big shots; the Nixon group, and 

have afternoon seminars and then a Black Tie dinner with 

the President afterwards. 

We still need the specific group of Nixon loyalists in 

-'\ "'I '1the Senate, the House, the Governors, etc. - a small o...I....J.. 

out total group that's unshakeable. 

HRH 
6-4-71 

http:deve:'op:;:;.en
http:Hz.lde::-.an


ACTION PAPER 

We need to set up a political planning group con­

sisting of Sears, Dent, Buchanan, and Len Garment ­

the original group. They should be gathered at the 

President's request. They would be good for general 

input. Finch and Rumsfeld should be included in the 

meetings. 

H~ 

10/4/71 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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November 19, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN 

FROM: CHARLES W. C OLSON ~~J 

This is just a reminder of what I told you on the phone yesterday_ 
John Connally said he thinks a few of us should sit down with the 

esident soon to discuss what he calls the lf raw politics l' of 1972. 
He said that he would like to spend a little time with a few of the 
people whom he considers good politicians. 

Perhaps the meeting should not include the President. Obviously, 
its up to you to figure out who would best take part in it. Connally 
gave me a few of his thoughts and I like them. They!re the old 
time tough nut cutting Democrat style. We ought to take advantage 
of his expertise which I would say is considerable. 

I was very encouraged that he wants to do this. As he put it we 
ought to cut away all the flunderbrush 11 and get down to the pay dirt. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

To:H!~OR y 
From : L. Higby 

tnt ~}1-(PR ~. 
1#,citcA rt ~L6/!TI1 

~-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 22, 1971 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN 

FROM: GORDON STRACHAN ~ 

SUBJECT: Political Meetings 

You and the Attorney General discussed types of political 
meetings during your November 4 discussion. Two meetings 
one for issues and one for politics -- were to be called by 
Harry Dent. Jeb Magruder was to act as recording secretar 
keep the Attorney General advised. 

Harry Dent ~ asked 14 people to an issues m~eting ("\.oi,. '2...'\ 
in his office. In addition to the names mentioned by ou 
and the Attorney General (Colson, Dole, Finch, Harlow, Harper 
and Rumsfeld), Dent~ invited Herb Klein, Ray Price, Bill 
Safire, Bill Timmons, Bob Teeter, Anne Armstrong, ~ Tom

_r.!.. Evans, ~(Copy of, ~randum attached at Tab A). 

~')( ~~ '" . 


Magruder believes the Attorney General still plans on relying . 
on the middle level strategy group (Moore, Garment, Dent, ChapinJ~ 

K~~Magruder, Teeter, Da~'leand Fl~mmi~gL for. political i ut.a,~efI 

~~~~~~ # OAJ- (JJ.)JJ.JJJ\dJ oX T(1Jl., ~ . YaC.L.aA4, • ~.~ 
However, there are three p oblems with these meetings. First ~ 
neither includes Senator Dominick who the President indicated~ 
in his November 1 call to you should be invited to the 
political meeting. Memorandum and action papers attached at Tab ~ E' 
___Have Dent invite Dominick1:o ~~~ • . 

____~Have the Attorney General meet privately with Dominick 

Other 

The second problem concerns Chuck Colson's Nov. 19 memorandum 
in which he suggests a political meeting with Secretary Connally 
and the President. ....ainoo ~his suggestion apparently came from 
Connally. -tofte At:t::orne1 Seneral !llay Rave seen fie1ail'i~ eff"" on 
~eliLieal disct:l:ssisR8 "it.ir Conna11!". Presumably in this 
political meeting with the President, the Attorney General would 
be present. The question then becomes Colson's presence. My 
suggestion would be for you to set up this meeting with the 
President, Connally, EhrliChman,~ Harlow, Dent, Colson 





---
---
---

---

---

---
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and the Attorney General. Colson memorandum attached at Tab ~ 

Yes, Haldeman will arrange meeting 

No, Colson to be advised that there will be no meeting 

Other 

Finally, in terms of political input you talked with John Sears 
about submitting information to you through Pat Buchanan. On 
October 14 you talked with the Attorney General about having an 
"original group" meeting of Sears, Dent, Buchanan, Garment, 
Finch, and Rumsfeld. The President had suggested that you call 
this original meeting. After your November 4 meeting with the 
Attorney General you told me you were reluctant to call any 
political meetings. 

The questions are should Haldeman call this "original group" 
political meeting, and if not should all of John Searls suggestions 
be submitted through Buchanan. 

Yes, Haldeman call lIoriginal group" meeting 

___NO, enough political meetings already 

Sear's submit all materials through Buchanan 

Other 
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YES NO 


Charles Cook 
Harry Volk 
Clack Horton 
Robert McClure 
Roy Disney 
vJilliam Simpson, Jr. 
Justin Dart 
Roy Crocker 
John I..usk 
I{en Norris 
Charles Thornton 
Earl Jorgensen 
Robert Bauer 
Robert McClain 
Ross Barrott 
Ferdinand Mendenhall 
D. K. Ludwig 
Edward C. Johnson 
Asa Call 
Phillip Walsh 
Barton J"ones 
James Ward 
William Sesnon 
John McCone 
Carl Hartneck 
Arnold O. Beckman 
John Wayne 
Clement Hirsch 
George Pfleger 
Walter Knott 
Sam Bowlby 

Major Mosely 

Joe Crosby 

Jeni Braun 

Jac Hu.-rne 

Ed Gawer 

Lee Kaiser 

Dudley Swim 

Williard Voit 

Charles Thomas 


If Kalmbach and Salvatori begin inviting this list of 50 today, 
they expect 35 will be able to attend. 
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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHDI('T0N 

Novem.ber 18, 1971 

TO: H. R. Halden"lan 

J-,~ 0
FROM: Harry S. Dent ~7'- . 
My readings on the race for the Kentucky 6th District seat vacated 
by Watts l death are conflicting. 

Ray Nutter, a Military Aide on the Hill, is planning to m.ake the race 
for the Republicans. 

John Kerr, the State Chairn"lan, believes it can be won., as does Di-:~( 


Cook. They say that Republicans are well organized Ll the 

that neither Nutter nor the Dem.ocrat have high identity, but :i.'h.:~~(;:.: 


has the edge because of a dram.atic m.ilitary record ar..d tne po 
an Adm.inistration heavyweight could go in and cam.paign for hin". K",:.::: 
says the Dem.ocrat is not liked by som.e of his colleagues and the Dcr...l.o­
crats are splintered. 

On the other hand, Louie Nunn, in m.y conversation.s with him., is very 
cool, not wanting to be associated with another loser. Lucy Winchester, 
who knows the district well, took a reading and was told that the Dem.o­
crat has high visibility and was just elected as Kentucky's outstanding 
state legislator. 

I have been told that our best chance would be in a three-way race. The 
Dem.ocrat is a liberal, and it was felt the presence of a black could 
splinter that vote. A black nam.ed Wallace has been recruited, but only 
after I assured him. we would get him. a job he lost and needed it. 

Bob Wilson and the candidate have requested a quick picture with the 
President. I see no harm. in this and we will m.ake it clear that the 
picture can be used in the cam.paign but not the fact of the visit with 
the President because we do not want it to appear the President is 
intervening in the cam.paign. 

APPROVE_______ DISAPPROVE_____--_ 

cc: The Attorney General 
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Colson o Bob Dole~ Tore: Evans, Bob Finch, Bryce Har:' 0\')~ 

Ed Harper l Herb Klein. Jeb Magruder" Ray Price l Dor. 
Rumsield, Bill Safire.. ~ob Teit:.er, and Bill 'I'itnmons • 

.. 
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H E W ilT .::. HO USE .'" '

WASHINGTON 

,- t )Q {; \ 1--.'-" 

November 19, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR; H. R. I-IALDEMAN 

FROM: 


This is just a reminder of what I told you on the phon e yesterda y . 
John Connally said he thinks a few of us should sit down w i i:h til e 
President soon to discuss what he calls the " raw politics" of 1972. 
He said that he would like to spend a little time with a few of t h e 
people whom he considers good politicians. 

Perhaps the meeting should not include the President. Obviously, 
its up to you to figure out who would best tak~ pa:ct in it. Connc:..ll y 
gave me a few of his thoughts and I like them. They' re the old 
time tough nut cutting Democrat s t yle. We ought to take advant a ge 
of his expertise which I would say is considerable. 

I was very encouraged that he wants to do this. As he put it we 
ought to cut away all the "underbrush" and get down to the pay dirt. 



THE WHIT;:: HOUSE 

WASHII';GTON 

ACLllinistratively Confidenti.al 

November 2, :971 

MEMORAl'JDUM FOR: H.R. HALDEMAN 

FROYi: GORDON STR,lI,.CH.."lI,.N G 
SUBJECT: Political' Meetings 

In June 'the President mentioned to you that the "basic 
political strategy group of Mitchell, Finch, Haldeman, 
Harlow, Dole, Ehrlicrunan, and Dent should meet. You 
raised this with the Attorney General at your last poL. c.icc:.l 
matters meeting on June 30. Your notes to me after ward 
indicated that the meeting should be scheduled in t ...l.e :;::c..L~. 

A copy of the original action memorandtlm is a t"cac:,1C!d. 

The President in October mentioned that the ilorig'inal 
group II of Sears, Dent, Buchanan I Garment I F inch I and 
Rumsfeld should meet. You cleared this '(-'lith the At t orn ey 
General on October 14. A c09Y of the origin al action p a per 
is attached. 

Yesterday the President, in his telephone call to you, said 
that Senators Dominick and Dole, as well as Chuck Colson, 
should be added to the political meeting. 

Both meetings have problems in terms of purpose (real v. 
make everyone think he has a part) and security of information 
if certain individuals attend. Therefore, two meetings -­
one for the hard decisions and one for therapy shq» ld 
probably be held. Suggested attendees are: IY~~~~ 

/ ? 
U;~v"")v

Real Therapy /.' . 
;(j~-W 

-Haldeman Dole /./) "r­e,y.::?;v..;; 
~he Attorney General Wilson " , 
-Harlow Dominick rv / /7 • .?

J /c/~) P~ 
--Ehr1 ichrnan Dent - "" I} 

-s "'a""'rb­ Garment U&'W.:..f--­'? Colson Finch 
~ent Rumsfeld f;~tcr~-
~umsfeld Buchanan F.,;;..c. L 

In addition, you should meet privately with the Attorney 
General to review the political matters pending tha t we re 
not covered after the meeting last Thursday with John Rollin s 
and the Attorney General on the Fourth Party situation. 

http:Confidenti.al
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T'VJO of these meetings could be scheduled t:his week. On 
Thursday, November 4; the Preside~t will meet with the 
Attorney General at 3:00 p.m. The Attorney General 
could meet with you at 4;00 p.m/ while 'ehe Presiden t. is 
meeting with President Busi&. ~t 5:00 o.m. while the 
President is mee ting with the ~evine Co~gression ~; Group, 
the iI real a .901itica l g'roup co~J.1d mee"e in your off ice. You 
could then j cover the matters!0iscussed in these po~itical 
meetings W ,th the President during the trio to Florida. 

. \ f' " 
Recommenda t ]\ons : ;;'

.' 
.,. 

,( " ;/1. That the ,meeting bet.we~n you and the Attorney General 
be scheduled )\_or .Thursday / November 4, at 4: 00 p.m.· I ~.\i'. I Q 

Approve ' i'\~r .. l Disapprove 
" \ ..... t--- ---­

Co[muent '. ~l 
----------~\---------r~;------------------------------------------i

The talking pape'j,.. that y ou had when this mee-ting was 
scheduled for las~ 'I'hmlsday v.'ijJ.- be updated and submit-ced 
to you for review \,:omo# row. y 

..~ ! 
2. That the II real l! P91itical sJe:categy g-roup meeJcing b e 
scheduled for Thu:cs d -"y I Novernber 4, at 5: 00 p.m. 

Approve____________ ~---- Dis app:cove__~A-:J --\tt. 
Com."Uen t ,t 

h
~
' 
' 

' i \, h . d dA talklng paper encqmpass~ng t e two actlon memoran a an 
additional matters J ill be \prepa:ced and submitted to you for 
review tomorrow. ~ 

I, ,., 
~ , 

3. That the ilthera!py" polit .neal strategy meeting be scheduled 
at the Darticipantsf convenien~e. Since you will not at-c.end 1 

I~I?~~~~; ~~n~~h:~~~!dt~~C:!~~i~~ea~J~t:~~:~tm~~~I~n;~~o~;~~a~~~~s 

- -~ ~.'to the Attorney Ge1 e:cal. 

~ 
Approve . ~ Disap rove_____________ 

~ 
Comment u 

--------~\-------------------------------------------



AC'l'IO:;r YiEMO 

?olitico.l 

We need ~o set up irili~edia~ely a basic political stra~esy 

group of Mi~chell, Finch, Ealde~an, Harlow, Dole, 

Ehrlic~~an, and Dent. A mee~ing should be co.lle d o.S 

soon as possible. 

. '''" 
We need some basic to.ctical thinking regarding the 

primaries ,- the suestion of Presidential participation 

and basic stra~egy 

Xi t chell obviously needs more input regarding ~e priii",al:'ies. 

The President was very surprised about the Ohio developmen~. 

The President will not campaign in primaries but he will 

bring in the key state big s~otsi ~~e Nixon group, and 

have afternoon s~~inars and then a Black Tie dinner with 

the President afterwards. 

We still need the specific group of Nixon loyalists in 

the Senate, the house, the Governors, etc. - a Silla 11 all 

out total group that's unshakeable. 

HRH 
6-4-71 



ACTION PAPER 

We need to set up a political planning group con­

sisting of Sears, Dent, Buchanan, . and Len Garment ­

t he original group. They should be , gathered at the 

President's request. They would be good for general 

input. Finch and Rumsfeld should be included in the 

meeti~gs. 

HRH 
10/4/71 



November 19, 1971 

ME ORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN 

FRO : GORDON STRACHAN 

SUBJECT: President eeting with 
Selected GOP Senators 

When you met with the Attorney Gener 1 on 
November 5, 1971 you discussed the Pr sident's 
intention to et ith incumbent Senators 
up for re-election next year. The ttorney 
General had some reservations about the 
timing of the meetings in light of pos ib1e 
primary challenges. You directed me to 
stop your November 4 memorandum to Clark 
acGretor asking him to arrange the 

meetings (original attached). 

You and the Attorney General were going to 
discuss the meeting and timing i th the 
President in Key Biscayne etween dovember 
6 and November B. 

GS:elr 
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· ov r 18, 1971 

'lIVELY CO IAL 

H. • IALDE 


GORDO ST 

SUBJ ·CTI tion Plan 

to qiv Chuck Colson and Ron Z! ql r caple ofYou " 
1 in' 67 p 9 r port on C unio tion for th C paiqn. 

You w t d their co nts. 

011 up C4'1eck Dick owo. d in Colo' offic and 
rry arran in r' of 1e in icat that neith r 

Coleo nor Zieql n to submit their co nts in rit ng 
beau e th y a y cov r d th ject with you 
or lly. 

r ported to H IdY , Colson d 

Str eh in ito ~ritten co nts fro Colson' Zi ql r.------- 0, 

___Ot r 

GS:elr 
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o • R . R. BALD 
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u C: Trial Heat Poll 

0- ov. 20-21, 1971 


a y to conduct a 
r 

tel phon poll on 
nd SWld. ready ~nd y, 

22 t 12 noon, at 7,500. 

..~~----------------------------~--------~----~----------~------------~~..... 
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r your 
popul rity, hi 

conomy, th p 
9 n r 1 and org 
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question ith t 
wo Id con titut 

-way 
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ond y noon. 

Additional que t on in the ix at tive ar a ap ar 
in e ugge t qu tiona. 

This ch rt indio d t of u tion that 
can be a k d& 

ill rity/f vor ility + 2, 3, 4 at • 

ub t ntiv + 2, 3, ri 1 h t 

10 stantiv + 3 and 4 w y tri 1 h ts 

15 ub t ntiv + 3 w y tri 1 h t. 
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TIAL 

lro 1I. • HALOE N 

: GORDO ST 

ORC
In 

tw n roh and ay 1971 en the 
a roximately 50' ith five urv ys 
hen the Pre ident' .p royal ov d 

o ouffioi nt dat (B,OOO in rvi s) enabl d To 
an ill to r aoh ev r 1 oonolusion : 

youth 

2) nh 
to vote, 
aatinq d will <] t 
upport h i 

portr ys. 

3) of incr asing hi po ul rity th President 
i doing b tter outslde the South than in th South 
becau his a proval rate (59) i alre dy hi cr. 
Similarly, the upward move in th idw at i ttri ut bl 
to our v ry 10 starting point (47-54). Tn i prove nt 
in th idw t i 9 neral, hile in th ast it i 
concentrat d in 01 er per ons, indep nd nt and oon­
ervativ s. 

r will a 50 youth turnout 
Pre ident ha a 47.5' pproval 
ublican and Indep ndent youth 
bad a position as the edi 
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b t voting bloc for the 
Catholic. lthough the 
they can pur u d on 

aid to p oohi 1 
odera -lib r 1 D er t 

i 

) T is popularity polling info tion d Denh 's 
exp ri nc til c not giv us th ans r to wh t er 

llac h lp or hurt th Pre nt. B nh 

rap ring propo a1 w tob will try to datermin 

ffect on tate b at te b i. 


1. 

a 

Benh 

ortian an 

.. ) 
re 
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• 

resi e t 
next 
oint 

d to 
1 0, 

t or on 
Gallup poll 
e n xt Gallup 

S1 level. It 

a r t len. 


d tail d emoqr phic ith 
era bra 
The t ch 

r co ntary. 

cific group ith int r sting 0 an in th ir tanding 
includ : 

rgee incr s in approval - 19h School 

Incompl te 40-51 


Next L rge.t incr ase in apprav 1 ­
on hi 25-35 


Only dro in pprov 1 - under 30 	 (1 -20)4 -46 

(21-2 ) 1-49 
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poll r b nd waiting;o 
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t to e p ct in th w y of jo s, .1 ries, nd pric • There 
i no vent curr ntly crystallizing opinion, th r for , pa lio 
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T H E W HI TE H O U SE ~i(C{~< 
W A S H I N GTON 	 • ~~ 

October 29, 1971 t:d". __ ~J. 
ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL ~ 7""~~ 

FOR: R. ~~ V··,MEMORANDUM 	 H. HALDEMAN 

FROM: 	 GORDON STRACHAN G 
SUBJECT: 	 ORC Analysis of Demographic 

Changes in Approval of the 
President 

ORC compared four surveys between March and May 1971 when the 
President's approval was approximately 50% with five surveys 
between June and August when the President's approval moved 
to 56%. Sufficient data (8,000 interviews) enabled Tom Benham 
and Harry O'Neill to reach several conclusions: 

1) The President is weakest among educated youth. 
This group not only hasn't "come around", it is not 
even increasing it's support with the rest of the 
public . Benham believes Vietnam is still an issue 
among this group even though it is not on the front 
page of the nation's newspapers. The drop in the 
President's popularity among the college educated ~~ 
youth is attributable to disagreement on all issues. I~f 

~~ The President cannot rely on the Peking trip to bring uu ~ 
~~ them around. Benham believes that the President is ~ , , ( 

-r'"\ Al l~01,. partiyularly weqk in the Ecolo~y and Consumerism area-!'. W U • 
\ ~UJ~U'\t)~ bO G~ t='.2:b" t>;;&xJl i;/>btt, ~~~' fi-'~ CVl1'\..UYj ~~ / • ..,. 

~l~ ~enham believes there will be a 50 % youth turnout ~ { 
to vote, but since the President has a-+.~1) aJ;:~............~.-,
~cp
rating and will get RepUblican , and Ind pendent youth ~ 
support he is not in as bad a positio as the media ­
portrays. ~" -~Utt) yl. sCfO 
~\DJvyrVJuf~ . 	 ~\ ~ 
3) J\The President i~ . doing better outside the South \~ .~ 

,outh in ~-v;es .than in the S tr~~upward move t . . 

is at t rtbutable to our very low startin --.. ~~ 


(q 7 - 5 L{ J , T~~~ ~ tJ4. ~ l<l ~ ~ Uk.. [M-t Lt v(J ~lJ.. 

4) Benham believes that the best voting/ bloc for the ~~ 

President to go after is the Catholics. Although they ~, 

are traditionally Democratic they can be pursued on ~~/~) 

two basic issues - abortion and aid to parochial ~otu'tJ 

schools. Muskie and other moderate-liberal Democrats 

are trapped on both of these issues. 
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5) The old people have increased their support of the 
President by 7%. However, they are historically a very 
volatile group. The biggest issue for them is inflation. 

6) This ./P~~:tnformation and Benham's experience 
still cannot give us the answer , to whether Wallac~ helps

( or hurts the Pres :i"dent ~, ~ .. f~~~~' 4.­
\rU"M~ l~ ctJ{.\/j[ t7u.j t c:: Ul~ v..J ilJLILeLUUJ -t ~u::.. U7\ o....J 

Benham ~e~i~~the televised appearances of the 

President and their relationship to Gallup approval ratings. 


~ ~	 They decided that: the "conversation with TV networks" 
format seems to improve ratings. On July 1, 1970 the President 
held a conversation with the three TV networks and the next 
Gallup poll (July 10-12) showed a jump of 6 percentage points 
"to 61 % approval. The effect of the conversations seemed to 
wear off as the July 31 - Aug. 2 poll was back at 55%. Also, 
at the time of the conversation with four TV networks on 
July 1, 1971 the approval rating was 52 % and a Gallup poll 
taken on Jan. 10 showed an increa se to 56%. The next Gallup 
poll (February 19-21) showed a drop to the 51 % level. It 
has remained close to 50% since then. 

The attached binder contains the detailed demographics with 
cross breaks. The yellow pages are commentary. 

Specific groups with interesting changes in their standing 
include : 

Largest increase in approval - High School 
Incomplete 40-51 

Next Largest increase in approval ­
Nonwhite 25-35 

Only drop in approval under 30 (18 - 20) 48-46 
---"""~9 
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60vember 12, 1971 

IVELY CO..~IDENTIAL 

: 	 n. R. HALO 


FROM: 	 GORDO l S'fRAClWl 

"UBJECT: luation of the 

Cliff iller pent one hour ye t rday ith the Attorney General 
nd xpr SBed the following concern bout the Camp iqn and th 

Co ittee for the e- 1 etlan of th Pre ident. 

1. Th i a 1968 campaign mentality preY iling t 
1701. I he e ral theory that 1972 will be non­
campaign has not registered in th mind of Harry 
Fl n9 and Jeb agrud r. Harry Fle Ing i too 

ith political faction in choosing 
He hould concentr te 0 young d 1 gate• 

-n wo n in t ad of the old party pro th 
backdrop for TV in San oi go. ~gruder is too 
concerned about the dv rtlsing n umper stickers 
hioh ay be minimal in 1972, in t ad of concen­

tr ting on th organization of voter blocks. 

2 . Harry p'l ing i not tronq nougl for hi 
cur 	ent job. H i in ov r his head. S on of 
tature ith clout should re lace him. 

3. he Pre ident c lIed the ttorne Gan ral y terd 
and he took the call in iiI r' pre enc. Tn ubject 
w s California and 0 th politioal situation ha not 

re olved. The Attorn y n ral i orne h t orried 
ut 	Governor e 9 , who i incr a Ingly tlfei tv in 

de and for r olution 0 oms DEW prabl Tim 
lipping by and there i no "honoho ll i.n Cal1torni • 

4. ill r will d v lop a Ii t 
t th rn. 

sible n for 
tl advertising agency and 8 to you and the 
Attorney General for approval. ill r will 1 0 ke 
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ure plan for the adv rtlaing g ney incorporation 
proceed in Peter Dail y' s nc (h i in Hong Kong 
for two we k wra ping up bu in ffair ). 

Other inform tion from .ill r which w not ith the 
ttorney eral includ 

1. arry Treleaven va the origin 1 source 0 th 
adv 	rtiaing tori qith the 1 million c p ign 
xpenditur figur. 4iller ha in tructed et r 

o 11 y to t lk to the 1 8 C paign dverti ing 
p opl bu not Tr leaven. 

2. Miller ay 
Octob r 15 to ov 
and 1"1 in cce t 
concurred and the 
greed. Shumqay i 

two po ition over 
th off rift r c1 
Attorney n ral. 

GS:elr 

r calved authority from you on 
Van humway to 1701 if Colon 
the Id Colson and Kl in 
ttorn y Gener 1 m t s umwa nd 

now re dy to ace pt th numb r 
t 1701. grud r 111 xtend 
&ring the 8 ary with th 

j 



Jove r 12, 1971 

TIAL 

ORAl DUM 0 : H. • m LDE~f 

FRO 1: GORDO STRACI 

SUBJECT: Bu ~11kin on 

The Attorney w Dud Wilkin on 0 ek ago and 
expres dint re t in using hi in the campaign. M grud r 
receiv d ignm nt to follow up ith Wilkinson. 

grud r d with Colson and Vilkin on will involv d 
in th c k rs program, but cheduled by Bart P rter 
of the C 

GS:elr 
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