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September 8, 1971 

MElvl0RA:'\DUM FOR: H. R. HALDEi",fAN 

FROM: JON M. HUNTSivlA:"J 

SUBJECT: Illinois Political Information 

The President read the Illinois Political Brief prepared for his recent 
Chicago trip by nar'ry Dent and made the following notations afte r his 
visit: 

1) Relative to the statement in the political brief that states 
lithe Presider.t is thought to have gair.ed ground in recent \"':ee ks after 
his eco!Oomic sp",ech. Still, I11inf)is is thought to be only slightly better 
than even for us today"----The President suggested that our Illinois 
party lnorale seems to be very weak. Please hav~ Runlsfeld cIe-,.;:;lop ;::. 
plan to boos.t it. ... 

2) Relative to the notation that Senator :-':us kie was reportedly 
splitting areas that went 2-1 for the President in 1968, though the 
President increased his 1963 totals over Kennedy and sli??ed only 
slightly against ::-:um?hrey-- -The President has suggested that in view 
of Gallup's latest poll, how does Rumsfeld evaluate this ibding U"iuskie's 
improved showin;.;)? Is it true that 1\1U5 kie is s t ronge r in the suburbs and 
weaker in the blue collar areas? 

3) Relative to the political briei's notation that Governor 0 lvie 
is appaTcr:tl~/ quitt~ vulnera~le, even thou.;h rty leaders insist that 
the Governor has corne up h rccent wecks----The President 5ug,;csted 
that \,"C rr.'.lst \varch S very carefully a:1d nmst. not n~ake the san"';.c 
Inistal~e or 1960 ',,:hen we tied too closely to Stratten and ',verc palled 
do'\vn. Have Rumsield keep a tough objcctivc eye on Illinois. Don't 
rely ju!:;t on party leaders. 
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The President concludecl his appraisal by stating that Muskie would seeITl 
to be the suburba:1 favo:::-ite (io e. the better educated, elite, etc.) even 
despite China? Did they ma~e this poll before the China announcelTIent? 

Please develop the desired programs as suggested above and submit your 
response to the Office of the Staff Secretary. 

Thank you. 

cc: Harry Dent 
Donald Rumsfeld 

,...... Alexander P. Butterfield 
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