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MEMORANDUM 


T HE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jun e 9. 1970 

MEMORANDUlVI FOR 

FROM 

Jun 21 i s Father's Day. It i s also the 30th anni ersary 
for the Pres ident and Mrs, Nixon. In case the Pres ident 
w ould like to be r ,minde d. , . 

Pearls a re the tradit i on a l gift fo r thirty years of w edd ed 
bli s s . 
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E'T'TER TO JU L IE - D R A JI T - 5/27/70 - PRIeF, ./- - - - , - (::/'/ 

Dear Julie : 

Few c13.yS in a. pe rs on is life aJ: 8 quit e so s pecial as graclualion 

d ay. I Imow t h at even though you \v ill not be pres ent at your ClcU; S iS 

cCl'ernoni,l:s this Iyill be a VCl'y special d a y lor you: one ol: reflection, 

of rernernbe r iu g , and of pride ; of re--liviJ!g past e x perien ces and 

cl re a nJ ing of future hop os. It i s a day whe n you will feel vcry close 

to those f :rien d s with whon1 you have s hared t he colleg e year s , and 

who h ave been so irnportant a part of tho se ye ar s . 

Gradua tlOl I is a very spe cia l day for p c rent s, too, w h e:rl the h ope s 

and the love of so m i,;\J'1)' years that seen to h ave passed so qlJickly are 

r ':.f]ectcd in a face tha t sudd en ly ""lO cn s so rnuch lnore g r own. 

There is nothin g fath (;l-S are' fonc1,r of giving th,l 11 advice .. - and 

be caus e this is suell a speci <l.l day, p e rhaps a few speciaJ thoug ht s 

vvould be: app rop riat e . 

I kno\v how k c e:nJy awa r e you ~1Te of t he strains !.l );::Ji divide your 

own LC'nerati n , an d h ow s,c n s i tiv ' yon are to its C Ol cern ,~ I kno-'N thai:0 

be cause you cue the P l' ef::icl,::;nV s da,)g11ter, you h av e been the t arget of 

HlaD Y of their d i s c on t e nts - - and I kno\/ h o,,' d e e ply S Ol1l C of l[)c:: i.', bu se 

h ets h lU' t . T h (~ l' e VJil l b e tj l'lC S w h e n you y/i. ll be t e Jll pted to b it tc l<nc s s . 
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Julie - 2 ­

Those are the til-ne s to c all on what AbrabaD:1 Lincoln caned li t h e better 

ange l s of O1J.1' nature l l 
-- and to try to underst and what needs unders tanding, 

and to f org ive what n e e ds forgiveness. 

M any o£ your generation today arc caught between extravagant h ope 

and' equally e xt ravag ant despaiJ:'. One of the les son,s of lif e, which each 

generation learns in its turn, is that the vv'orJ d neve r quite lives up to 

our h opes or do'wn to OU T fears. It is a wor ld of good a nd evil, w i th 

both rooted deep)' w ithin the n atuTe of TH em h i rn s e l L It i s a wo rld of 

cont.l. .i.dicbons . It i s 3. wo rld in which to si.cnplif y , more often th an not , 

i s to di stor t. 

Ii we arc to rajse t h e threshold of h ope , if we are to r e a Jize tbe 

p otenti<tJities for good t hat e:v~i st in this \vo rld, Vie rnust recogni ze both 

the e :\:tent 2 1) ( 1 the lirn i ts of th o s cpos sibilities . 

You re.c2,11 that three weeks ago, sb.ortly befor e da.wn on a Satur day 

xnorning, I h e,d a lon g 1;;1 1): at the Lincol n M e r l o1' ia1 with some of the 

students who h a d CO j' le to \V as 'l i l1gton that v ~ e ken d to d e nlOlls tratc . It 

se ernecl to xne hnportant at tb,a t time to reach uut, across the gulf of 

differ ing op ini ons on SOUle of the iss, lc s that divide us touay, a n d to t alk 

with son,je of Ame r i ca l s young pe ople - - indj v i du a L , not r epresentatives 

of organized groups -- about SOH i e of t he p r>r s pectiv -s that J t ' ilk arc 

. ­
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Julie - 3 ­

often los t s ight of in the debates o. '. :r wh2-tevcr m;- y be the cunent 

question of a n y particu l a r rnome n L 

I wante d to t;-lk w ith them. without tl )p di ~t J acEJ'Jg presence of 

t l e v isi on carn . r d .S or report. "1' s, as one h UDl a n b e ing to another , and 

as Oll e g ner o.bon to an othe r . 

I Dlade somcm a ll taJk, lD an effo r t to p ut t.heu) rno1'e at ease. 

But e ssentia lly I tr ied t.o s h a r e wi th t h e n son1.C of the l es sons of history 

t.hat it so of t n scents e i'l c h g CJ) " ratioll h ;:1. 8 to le a r n a new for it s elf -­

les sOJl s of the u i ifer p.llcc b e tw een \,v i s hing for p Cc,ice and achieviDg it. 

I t aU.:.ed \vith t h e ll }, a lso, abou.t p e opl e --and abou.t tlee need to see 

people .. d i ffe r e n t k ind s of l? (;~ OP c, I r OD, d 'cfe r ,3 llt c uJ l u r e s , in a ll the 

various CCJll nt i :. <2 S of thc v/Gld , j{ we "U'C r eally to ge:' to know t.he wor l d. 

So aft ·n v.. e t.h in k ab out other cou ntTies in t e rrn s of 'vvha t they l oo k Jik e on 

a Ina p, wh en what l' , ct. Jy Il1att e.rs about each CO\l Ltr y is its peopl e , and 

what t h e y ~ rc lik e, and how the y I Jl i n t a.n( fec~ l. 

I clon1t k J ow w h e thel' they u llcl c I' s\ uod . I think eventua.lly the y will. 

I ofte n won d e r w h a t I w(l1J l d m o sL w i sh for if I w e r e twenty-oDc 

tocl~y . I s'upp ose I W011l d \vi sh. m.ost fo r a \v o r id a.t peac -2 . But as I lo ok 

bac k ov e 1' the l e s s ons of h i s t o J' Y, I r e ,1.1i. z e that to ach i eve 'r h i .. ) I would. 
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Julie - 4 ­

also h ave to vvi.s h for something rnor e : I would wish f o r a world in 

w hic h those wh o w a nLed peace had th e cour age and the wi s don_l and the 

steadfas tne ss, and we re willing to nlaJ<:e the sacrifice s , _that lYl 3. intain­

ing th e peac e requir cs 0 

It often ha s s eeTncd that each new ge n e ration has had to l earn for 

itself , too l a te , the h ard l c:s C' ons of wh at it t akes to keep the peace. 

Tilue and ag a i_JJ , tho se les sor-is have b e en 1c arl.lc cl OIly as the pe ac e 

itself w a''; CO IL,uIn ed on a p y re of v/i s h es for it, prov ing onc e ag ~ in how 

easily w ishi_ll N can be c ol 'le the death of. hope. 

The re is no resp ol1_sibilit y I t a ke rnore serious l y th a n trying to 

enSUTe that yo-or g en e ration doe s not h ave to l e a rn tho se lesson s th e 

way :l'line dicl . 

Never has thcj (' b een a. greater need fo r di ::; cr in l inating judg n'l c n t s , 

and for a sensj,t i.ve under sta n din g of the \vo r ld aro 'lId -u,s, 1- 10wing that 

th e worl d IS go ing to be con lan1. l), and r apidly chang ing, and knov! i n g 

too that ou r und erst and in g of it can neve r be per f e ct -- - but doing on 

best to under sL a n d not only ,vha t app c ars on the SUI-face , but also it s 

d eepe r m eanin.g. 
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This h a s be en call ed an age of lni l' acles . But these achieverlJ.en l s , 

whethe r t raveling to the rn oon or eonquerill g dis e ase o r b e ing ab l e to 

dial London on the telephone, h ave not been rni r acJes a t. an, but r ather 

the product of b a rd w ork, d e tcrl lin e d eHo rt and d isc ipliJl e d thoup ht. 

The s an-le habits of di s ciplin ed tho'u ght tha t un fold the rnyst er ie s 

of sc ience ar c n ceclc:: d if w e a r c to a cllieve our h opes of bettering our 

h un a n condit i Ol , of l ife, T h el' fo r c; gUru c1 a l ways ag a ins t the rav a ge s 

ernotion vis it s on 1'e a 50n . The re is a p lac e -- an irnp or tcmt plac e -_. in 

our lives for ClYlOtiO! J , a pl a ce that m .ust a n d should be governed not by 

the he<:d ; bu t by the hec;i't , L ove , carini;. t he b OJ~c1:.; that tie people 

together in f a n.li.l y or fri - ll d s h ip -- thes e are fa shi on - cl of erYl.ot ion . 

L2 ~ l ght(, i , joy , the bitt e rs\v e c t l es solls of sorrow -- thes e 3.1'e fashi.oned 

of elno tion. And thes e a re whaL gi.ve 01J1' lives d ~pth, n c a n ing, b eauty. 

The d <.J.J lge l' lie s in l e Lling reas on il1Ll' u ( e too 11'1'uch on ern olion, or ern otion 

intrude too rn.uch on n :: as on . Jus t c!. s r ene reason C J., 1:;,i.1 1 love c.l cl laugh­

tel', s o too can u nr e str a in e d C r J1 0 h 0l1 d e s tr oy the p r or . :0' 2 o f rea son. 

Nevel' l ose sight of the dis tinct ion b etween be i.ng rn ar a l aDd b eil1 g 

s e J£ - l ' igb t e O l l ~> • 
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Always rcmernber tha i: none of us can ever be r5,ghl all of the 

brne - -. but the rrwre dispassion a tely we en'lploy OUT reason, the Inore 

likely we ar e to b e ill,ore nearly right more of the tin'le. 

Always be I'cady to join in controver sy whe n it can serv e a con­

structive pur pos e - - but never se e k out controversy for its own sake . 

,Vhen engaged in controver s y, always listen to what the other 

person says but also try to be sure of what he rn e ::.J.}s . Often wh at he 

seen')s to Hl. Cal is not what he do e s rne ,}i\ , ,:nd w h a t seem unbridg e able 

dlfferenc e s . r c not really so differ ent after alL 

Always r e r n,el 'luer that we ne ve r stop lear'l l ing - - and "Ll i .~ 

of a D1ind that keep s g r ov"lng is that drivin g c uri osity th a t nev e r is 

satisfj:;d with wha t it alr e ady blO W S. You alw ays hav e h a d th a t sh e a k 

of driving curiosity - - that det e r:r:lin, .tion to learn mor e , and not t o b e 

satisfied with merely the surf a c e of thing s . Whatever els e lTIay change, 

wbat e ver els e you Dra y lose, neve}' lose y our curiosity, or' that restles s , 

questioniD g cbaracter of Jnind. 

'!i • 
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Yours is tbe ii.l's t g e ne ration that will enter the 21st century still 

in the prime of life. F o r yael, therefore, the 2,1 st c entur y repr e sents 

not the unr e al \-vo rld of a disLmtly inlagined hlture, but xather the very 

real world w hich you soon will inlL:riL 

It win b e y our wo rld to s h <:pe - - '~ ll d, to 3_ deg re e that evc." a 

short t irne ago would have s · e ln e d inconce iv -ble , it will be yours to 

s hape by consci.uu s choice . For as the rapid 2dv~LIlce of technology 

e x p an d s our c apac ities, it also cxp Ll.n d s our r ang e of cho ic e about h ow 

those ne w C2tp ac j.ties are to b e p u t t o use . 

. My g e lJ el'ation a l' e trus tees, for the pres en t , of tl1is wo r ld you 

v/ ill soon inhe rit. I hop e \V C c an Jeave it better than we found it. ,\Vith 

y our h e lp, and will1 tb.c h e lp of t h os e n i11ions of other young people who 

have shown th c rn s (~ lve_s so intensely concern ,c1 )J ot only with their ow n 

futu r e but with that of tl e n a t i on aTlcl of m ankind , I b elie ve tha t we 

wilL 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 28, 1970 

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB HALDEMAN 

Subject: Letter to Julie 

Attached is a redraft of the Julie letter. It I S improved, but 
11m still far from satisfied - - and on reflection 1'd recommend 
against doin it. 

It seemed a good idea at the time the President suggested it. 
But the more lIve wrestled it around, the more it seems impos sible 
to avoid its seeming contrived -- and the less likely it seems that, 
if the President sends a letter to his daughter via the press, we 
could avoid the obvious comparison with the Hickel letter. 

Jim Keogh also says that hels uneasy about the idea, and 
that he would be against doing it. 

Raymond K. Price, Jr. 

Attachment 
2d Draft - Ltr to Julie 

• 



LETTER TO JULIE - 2ND DRAFT - 5/28/70 - PRICE 

Dear Julie: 

Few days in a person's life are quite so special as graduation 

d ay . E ven though you will not be present at your clas s' s ceremonies, 

I know this will be a very special day for you: one of reflection, of 

remembering, and of pride; of re-living past experiences and 

dre aming of future hopes. It is a day when you will feel v ery close 

to those friends with whom you have shared the college years, and 

who hav e been so important a part of those years. 

Graduation is a very special day for parents, too, when the 

hopes and the love of so many years - - years that seem to have 

passed so quickly - - are reflected in a face that suddenly seems so 

much more grown. 

Since there is nothing fathers are fonder of giving than advice, 

perhaps a few special thoughts would be appropriate on this special 

day. 

There has never been a greater need for discriminating judg­

ments' and for a sensitive understanding of the world around us - ­

knowing that the world is going to be constantly and rapidly changing, 

and knowing too that our under standing of it can never be perfect, but 

• 




Julie - 2 ­

doing our best to understand not only what appears on the surface but 

also its deeper meaning. 

Such understandings do not just happen. They have to be worked 

at. 

This has been called an age of miracles. But these achievements, 

whether traveling to the moon or conquering disease or being able to 

dial London on the telephone, have not been miracles at all, but rather 

the product of hard work, determined effort and disciplined thought. 

The same habits of disciplined thought that have so dramatically 

unfolded the mysteries of science are equally needed if we are to 

succeed in bettering the human conditions of life. Therefore, guard 

always against the ravages emotion visits on reason. There is a place 

- - an important place - - in our lives for emotion, a place that must 

and should be governed not by the head, but by the heart. Love, 

caring, the bonds that tie people together in family or friends hip 

these are fashioned of emotion. Laughter, joy, the bittersweet 

lessons of sorrow -- these too are fashioned of emotion. And these 

are what gives our lives depth, and meaning, and beauty. The danger 

lies not in having strong emotions, but rather in letting reas on intrude 

• 




Julie - 3 ­

too much on emotion, or emotion intrude too much on reason. Just 

as pure reason can kill love and laughter, so too can unrestrained 

emotion destroy the process of reason. 

Never lose sight of the distinction between being moral and being 

self-righteous. 

Always remember that none of us can ever be right all of the 

time - - but the more dis pas s ionately we employ our reason, the more 

likely we are to be more nearly right more of the time. 

Always be ready to join in controversy when it can serve a con­

structive purpose -- but never seek out controversy for its own sake. 

When engaged in controversy, always listen to what the other 

person says but also try to be sure of what he means. Often what he 

seems to mean is not what he does mean, and what seem unbridgeable 

differences are not really so different after all. 

Always remember that we never stop learning - - and the mark 

of a mind that keeps growing is that driving curiosity that never is 

satisfied with what it already knows. You always have had that streak 

of driving curios ity - - that determination to learn more, and not to be 

satisfied with merely"the surface of things. Whatever else may change, 

never let yourself lose your curiosity, or that restless, questioning 

char acter of mind. 

'" " 
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When I sat down to write this, I asked myself what I would most 

wish for if I were twenty-one today. I suppose I would wish most for 

a world at peace. But as I look back over the lessons of 'history, I 

realize that to achieve this I would also have to wish for something 

more: I would wish for a world in which those who wanted peace had the 

wisdom and the steadfastnes s and the under standing that maintaining the 

peace requires. 

It often has seemed that each new generation has had to learn for 

itself, too late, the hard lessons of what it takes to keep the peace. 

Time and again, those lessons have been learned only as the peace 

itself was consumed on a pyre of wishes for it, proving once again how 

easily giving way to wishing can become the death of hope. 

You will recall that three weeks ago, shortly before dawn on a 

Sat urday morning, I had a long talk at the Lincoln Memorial with some 

of the students who had come to Washington that weekend to demonstrate. 

It seemed to me important at that time to reach out, acros s the gulf of 

differing opinions on some of the issues that divide us today, and to talk 

with some of America! s young people - - individuals, not repres entatives 

of or ganized groups - - about some of the per spectives that I think are 
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often lost sight of in the debates over whatever may be the current 

question of any particular moment. 

I wanted to talk with them without the distracting presence of 

television cameras or reporters, as one human being to another, and 

as one generation to another. 

I made some small talk, ln an effort to put them more at ease. 

But essentially I tried to share with them some of those lessons of 

history that it so often seems each generation has to learn anew for 

itself -- lessons of the difference between wishing for peace and 

achieving it. I talked with them, also, about people - - and about the 

need to see people, different kinds of people, from different cultures, 

in all the various countries of the world, if we are really to get to know 

the world. So often we think about other countries in terms of what they 

look like on a map, when what really matters about each country is its 

people, and what they are like, and how they think and feel. 

I don't knowlilrlether they understood. I think eventually they will. 

The world today seems small - - smaller by far, certainly, than 

it did when I was young. We can fly around it in a weekend. We have 

grown accustomed, on our television sets, to watching events live by 
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satellite while they are happening in Britain or Japan or during a 

splashdown in the mid-Pacific. Already our conception of space is 

conditioned by the vastnes s of translunar distance, and al-ready we 

are thinking ahead to the far greater vastness of those distances 

which man, within your lifetime, can expect to travel. 

And yet, however much this world may have shrunk In our per­

ceptions of it, it still is vast beyond the imaginings of most of us. 

Though we cros s the Pacific in a day, the civilizations we encounter 

on its other side are many centuries old, rooted in customs already 

long established before the first European set foot on North America 

-- and before most of Europe itself was civilized. We would make a 

grave mistake if we failed to recognize how great are the differences 

among the world I s cultures. But we would make an equally great 

mistake if we failed to recognize the essential similarities of man 

wherever he is, whatever his race, whatever his culture. Man in his 

infinite variety is still a single species, and still a unique and precious 

creature with the same capacity, wherever he is, to experience love 

and pain and joy and sorrow. 

. ­
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Yours 1S the first generation that will enter the 21st century still 

in the prime of life. For you, therefore, the 21st century represents 

not the unreal world of a distantly imagined future, but rather the very 

real wor ld which you soon will inherit. 

It will be your generation I s wor ld to shape - - and, to a degree 

that even a short time ago would have seemed inconceivable, it will 

be yours to shape by conscious choice. For as the rapid advance of 

technology expands our capacities, it als 0 expands our range of choice 

about how those new capacities are to be put t o use. 

The range of possibilities offered by the next fe w decates is the 

most exciting prospect in the whole history of man. I am glad for you 

that you are young today, and these years ahead are the ones that will 

be yours. If I could choose one time in history to be alive, it would be 

now - - and if I could choose one time to be grsduating from college it 

would be now. So make the most of these years, as I know you will -­

give them your best, and they will give you theirs. 

(J ,or 
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