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August 21, 1970 

TO: Bill Low 
/ "? FROM: Laszlo Pasztor .A- • (. • / • 

SUBJECT: Status Report on the Nationalities in Key Michigan Races 

On August 16th, I was a guest at the Nationalities Picnic in De­
troit, Michigan, and met with 50 ethnic leaders from all over the 
state. The following is an evaluation, based on meetings and dis­
cussions with these people, of the Romney and Milliken efforts to 
attract ethnic voters to the Republican Party. · 

SENATE- Lenore Romney 

I. The average middle-working class ethnic voter has a very nega­
tive image of Lenore Romney, because she has made no attempt 
whatsoever to appeal to their interests. Their specific com­
plaints about her campaign were: 
A. There seems to be no "ideological" difference between 

Mrs. Romney and the liberal incumbent Senator Hart. 
B. Mrs. Romney doesn't seem to stand for anything-- if she 

discusses issues at all it is only the problems of blacks 
that she is concerned about. 

c. ~~s. Romney makes no attempt to back up the President or 
support the policies of his Administration. 

D. They are extremely resentful and fearful of HUD Secretary 
Romney's attempts to integrate Michigan suburbia (i.e., 
specifically Warren, outside of Detroit)-- where the 
majority of these people live-- and link Mrs. Romney 
directly with this policy. 

II. l'vtrs. Romney does not even give token support to ethnic 
Americans: 
A. She did not attend the August 16th Nationalities 

picnic in Detroit, even though she had nothing else on 
her calendar, based on the fact that she does not cam­
paign on Sundays. 

B. No "nationality leaders" or members of the state Nationalities 
Council were invited to be members of the steering committee 
of Volunteers for Lenore. 

C. Even though several prominant members of Nationality gro'1ps 
volunteered to work on Hrs. Romney's camp0.ign, they 
told that the only help that they could give was to donate money. 

D. "College kids" and "funny looking kids" paper the surface of 
her organization. 
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• • GV\J:~:::: .... ·.:,:.: ~~:ri:l i\:::.:.:~1 ~,_,l~o t.z...s :;-.. ot (:2-.~· ..... c~.:ligY~·Qd X or ~".::l~1~.1:.c v· :J"'~G .... .;; 
1'l':.e:.C.Q \;V2:l:e r:~al'1:1 co:;:~).:.z.:..::nts a::,out his liberal and \''pc·~lllissi '\/·~; 

po:icies, specifically: 
1~. l~e C:o-as ~o"".: "'c-:1:~0 a 1··:;.3..:r0 lir1c-n 011 te0nag0 drug abuse .::..:ad 

c:im2 in the strezts. 
B. :<is atti t·udc pc::jllit"'~cd a Roc:< ~:.'c::stiv&l to ·be l!2ld (G::-css 

Lake Festival) vJhich was a known rallying poi::1t ~or ym.::.tf'.". 
£ul d::"ug ... ca.:-cers, <;;tc. 

~I. J\'o ;:: ... c:.·:1:;e::s of ~i-:..e st:a..:c~ Natio:a.'1al.i ties Council, o~ c:Ln.y u~tl1;..:;J: 

etl1nic group, VJe:ce asl~ed to be ll~:o:..~il"Dc~s o£ ti1e Volur:;.t0G:rs ::o:r 
Tv:lilJ..ikc:::. 

8·~;.-. .,·:.o~Sl)/) rr() S:2::ic·.J...s co..::~:r;,o_:_gn. has b.:.<,;n r.:OUJ.l.""~.S:d J..r..;. :.tic:~~i.~~~: ·~u 

~t~ract ethnic voters. Although thcsa voters resent Senator 
:-::::;..::=t 1 £ (Y~~JJ..""!. libe::-ali~;::l ·~0.r1.d ~l1at v:f th.2 Nr:ltiona.l Dern{:>:::u.<:ic 
~ea~0rs~ip) their t~a~itional Da~oc~atic loyalties are ~utres~~c 
by· 1.Vell-oi1cd De:~~~oc:.:a:tic patron.age i"1a.(:hir~.es on the locc.~~ (pc;,r-
""c:: .. cl.:.la::ly l)(.;t::ci "'.:) J..c-ve:l; ar.Ld <lpparc~:t intc:t·est i11. e·::.b.r .. ic pJ:ctJ­
::.ez,s by smile state-wid..::: D211>.ocratic candidates (De:m.ocrats have 
I_.~:..:1c0d acJs ir1 (;tl1.:.::ic r.1e\~~·spapers "~ ar1d usc&pyu Williar~1s is £r~­
q~ently se~n at etnnic gatherings ar!d meetings-- even spenoir.:9 
i.\.:::.:.~ .. au;/s at S'i,.;C~"l (.rv··~l1.ts)" Fu:r-:::1c:r1;J.o::e, H3..::t-- o·u:: cl1.i~i" "target 
in Michigan-- has good Union connections and enjoys the respect 
o~ niddle-class housewives ~bo rcserfue: him foz his Tr~th-i&-
Lending and Truth-in-Packaging legislation. Under these strai~s; 
t:::0 RGl)t:bli.ca.i.'1 Nation~litics Cou.A:..cil of rr1ici1iga..t1-- tl-.. e cldcs~~ 
in t::J.e cou:::rt:ry-- is slo~vly b8girt:n.ir.Lg to fall apart. Tt.ey £i1'1d 
r:..o ca:1.didate to rally around, and their relatives and <:l.ssocia::cs 
r;o:nde:r what "they coald possibly gain :from voting Republican in 
Novembe.r. 

I st:.:ggest the :following ·::o help remedy this situation: 
i~ .. ".2l:.at one p.z:cso11 b~ hire:d in each cai:tpa.ign to deal v1itl1 the 

ethnic vote. 
B. ~:l1at t~-.~.ose people v1l1o vol.untcc:s:cd to vJork on tl1.e lVI.icf.1i0a14 l:o.c~~s 

oe contacted by the candidates, and sent our Hana'book on 
Organizing the Natio!:ali tiE:s. 

C. A list has been provided to the candidates in Michi9an giving 
the na~es of all eth~ic citizens who volunteered to work on 
the can"paigns, and J;;hey sJ:ould be contacted individually and 
thanked • 

• ~:1. ::1y O~)i::.don, both Ro:r .. ncy ai-:d i1illilce:n. ~-.zve badly handled tJ.-w 
ethnic vote in Michigan. The voters of nationality background 
v~till r .. ot SUp}")O:Ct ei tl .. lCJ.:' ~:rs. Rolth1.CY o::· G(Jverr:or r~illil<:C:i: i:f ti:(;~,l" 

co not ~ake an all-out effort to appeal to at least some o£ theiY 
iri'"'c.::c:r~sts • 


	05-45-Harry Dent 1970  Nationalities and Minorities 1 of 2a
	05-45-Harry Dent 1970  Nationalities and Minorities 1 of 2

