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December 9, 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR:

JEB MAGRUDER
HARRY FLEMMING

FROM:

CHARLES COLSON

SUBJECT:

Illinois Political Situation

I have just had an interesting report from a D e mocrat in Illinois
who I regard very highly. He tells me the follovving with respect

to the Illinois state ticket. He prefaced his remarks by saying
that he has known all candidates e x cept one, the new position of
Cornptroller, for 15 to 20 years so has had relatively good exposure
to the situation.
Do esn 't think Roman Pucins k i who i s on the Democratic ticket
C2.n beat Percy, but that he 'N ill proba bly give him a bett er r2.CC
than anybody else. The y are each going to be eating into the othe r
and they're going to cause a lot of crossing back and forth. Obviously
Percy i s going to be able to eat in to c ertain liberal elements over on
the Democratic side; on the other hand, Pucinski, both in his voting
record and in a lot of thin g s he's done back here, is going to get over
and eat into the Republican s ide, on the cons erva tive, be c ause that's
about whe re he 1 s been. Pucinski 1 s been kind of so rnewhat of a Pe rcy
tJ the Democr a tic side of the fence, but he's doing a very l ow key
job as far a s remarks go so far as television, playi.ng it very smart.
First keep in mind that he's a former new spape r man, having wor ked at
one time with the Chic a g o Su n Times, so he's probably going to ge t
all the newspapers, e ve n possibly the Tribune, because he's been in
very good shape with theIn. But secondly, he kno ws how to handle the
press and he's been getting good press lately and coming on television
with a very subdued, underdog approa.c h which is co ming over very well
out here.
Paul Simon, who 1 s the Lt. Gov, is th e gu y that will probably beat Ogilvie
badly. The Sun Times poll in Chica go, tak en about a month ago, show s
Ogilvie way under him every w here, including the 30 townships whi c h are
so important in Cook County. He is a very strong candidate.

2.
Neil Hardian, who's the candidate for Lt. Gov. is a very youthful
guy. He used to be AA to Daly, he is now the ward committeeman
in the 49th Ward on the Northside of Chicago. He's a very affable
guy, young, he handles himself well. He's on the ticket because
obviously Simon is not really a Daly man and Daly has put Hardigan
in Paul's back pocket to watch the store down in Springfield and,
keep him advised of the premises. Hardjgan is a good candidate.
The Attorney General slot went to a guy by the name of Tommy Lyons.
Lyons is a State Senator. He was first elected in about '64 out in
the Northwest side, was defeated the next time out, carne back again
and was reelected. He's done a good job in the Senate, is the son of
a former well-known police captain in Chicago and is an affable guy
and a reasonably good lawyer. It is doubted very much that he can
beat Bill Scott. Assuming that Scott is told to run for Attorney General,
and doesn't go up and run for Congress in the new 10th District.
But, Scott is strong, he's got the ecology issue, he's used it well,
hasn't made any mistake s and Scott! s strong point is that he knows he IS
not a good lawyer and he I s hired in good talent. As it stands now, Scott
would certai nly beat him.
At the Secretary of State level is Mike Howlett. Howlett is in his 50s,
he's been 3 terms auditor of Illinois on the Democratic side, he is
probably one of the best known politicians this state has ever had. The
day he was first elected in 1960, the next day he started out downstate
making speeches and he's never stopped. He wanted to be Governor,
he knew he wasn't going to get it and he's a very, very strong candidate.
It is doubted whethe r any Republican could beat him for Secretary of
State. Now they are talking about putting Kohorski up which is probably
a bad mistake, but that's the way Ogilvie's going; Howlett ought to take
him easy. Allen Dixon and Kohorski ran against each other for Illinois
State Treasurer and Dixon beat him, but by a small margin. Howlett
is very well known in Cook County because he's originally from Chicago,
but after a term and a half or two terms he moved to Springfield, so he i s
got both the upstate and downstate side covered very well and Howlett
has probably talked in every Veterans of Foreign Wars, gymnasium and
YMCA in the state of Illinois. Very strong candidate.
The guy for the new Comptroller position was put on for Illinois strictly
to give some downstate balance because they are heavy top- side in Cook·
County. It is a very heavy Catholic ticket and the balance probably won't
really mean much one way or the other.

3.
I would say that Percy and Scott would survive. I would think the rest
of the ticket would go down the drain. But, I think Tom Houser who is
Nixon's campaign manager, is a very bad mistake. He's a nice guy but
definitely not heavy enough to pull all of the strings together. Others
were pushing John Aldorfer who is assistant to Secretary Stans, for the
Secretary of State spot. Ogilvie wouldn't go for him. Aldorfer would
definitely have helped Nixon, helped the ticket. Aldorfer withdrew
and they then turned around and immediately named him downstate
chairman for Nixon which was a mistake because Bob Blair, who was
the Speaker of the House of Representatives out there and Henry Hyde
who is the majority leader in the House, would have taken a co-chair
manship with Houser and would have run the downstate campaign.
Bob Blair would have because he's from downstate, Henry Hyde is
from Chicago and we would then have them lead in to all of the House
and Senate districts which would have been the way to go. Blair now
feels he wants to sit on his hands out here and I don't blame him.
All of the candidates on the ticket are well liked. There I s going to be
a good deal of harmony in there. No pluses at all. Hopefully the
economy will be in such a condition that Nixon in no way has to tie
himself to Ogilvie. It will be a disaster if he does. Hopefully also,
Percy will need him and he won't need Percy. 1£ that happens it
will be a utopia for everybody and, of course, it indicates what his
strength will be in other states. The ticket is a strong one. There
hasn't been a stronger one put together in a long time.
We must remember, on ticket splitting, that Paul Simon is a Democratic
Lt. Gov. He's the only one who survived in the Ogilvie race and
strangely enough he's the first time they have ever had a Republican
Governor and a Democratic Lt. Gov, so obviously he had one helluva
lot of cross-over votes to him.. I think there will be a lot of people
that will vote for Nixon who will then cross over and vote for Simon
and I don't know whether if they vote for Simon they will cross over
and vote for Ni.x:on. It used to be a state where they didn't split; it
splits very heavy now; the machine s are prone for that, they're con
structed for that and this time there is going to be a helluva lot of
ticket splitting.
For instance, that's why people who vote for Paul Simon for Governor
will c ros s over and vote for Bill Scott for Attorney General. They will
then cross over and vote for Mike Howlett for Secretary of State over a
guy like Kohorski and anybody else that the Republicans would pick up.

4.
One of the big things the President's got going for him is that Daly
likes him and Daly doesn't take any pop shots at him. He likes
him and that's a plus.
Pucinski on the other hand will be intere sting. Apparently he swear s
up and down that he doesn't want to lose his seniority from his district
and probably what they've told him is that they will put somebody in
to hold it and he can get the district back if he loses, but then he's
lost his seniority. But it will depend on who the Democratic Presidential
candidate is as to how he picks what tact he will use and it may very
well be a plus for Nixon because Pucinski is very, has been very,
conservative out in the district.

Converstion with Dave Bradshaw, December 6, 1971
B: ... preface my remarks by saying this, that of the entire Democratic
ticket here, Chuck, except for one guy who's running for a new position
known as Com p troller created by our Constituion last year, is a guy from
down in Indiana, a dean of a small school I never heard of and neither did
anyone else, but the rest of the ticket I've known all of them for at least
15 and some of them 20 years, so I've got some reasonably good exposure
to these guys. Now, Pucinski out here, I don't think he can beat PercL
but he's probably, will probably give the guy a better race than anybody
I know. They are each going to be eating into the others and their going to
cause, I think, a lot of crossing back and forth. Obviously Percy is going
TO BE able to eat in to certain liberal elements over on the Democratic
side; on the other hand, Pucinski, both in his voting record and in a lot
of things he's done back here, is going to get over and eat into theRepublican
side of, on the conservative, because that's about where he's been.
Pucinski's been kind of somewhat of a Percy to the Democratic side of the
fence. But he's doing a very low key, I shouldn't say a campaign, but his
remarks so far on television, I think he's playing it very smart. First
keep in mind that he's a former newspaper man having worked at one time
with the Chicago Sun Times, so he's probably will have as a former
newspaper man, I'll be surprised if he doesn't get all of the newspapers
even pos sibly the Tribune, because he's been in very good shape with them.
But secondly, he knows how to handle the pres s and he's been getting good
press lately and he's corning on television with a very subdued, underdog
approach which is corning over very well out here. Now, secondly, Paul
Simon who's the L t . Go"':.. out here, is the guy that I told you about that I
felt would beat OgiJvy badly and the Sun Times poll out here taken about a
month ago shows Ogilvy way under him everywhere, including the 30 town
ships which are so important here in Cook County. So Paul is a very
very strong candidate. Neil Hardigan, who's the candidate for Lt. Gov.,
is a very youthful guy. He used to be AA to Daly, he's now the ward
committeeman in the 49th Ward on the Northside of Chicago. He's a very
affable guy, young, he handle s himself well. He's on the ticket because
obviously Simon is really not a Daly man and Daly has put Hardigan in
Paul's back pocket to watch the store down in Springfield and, you know, keep
him advised in the premises. But Neil is a good candidate. The Attorney
Ge n er a l slot went to a guy by the name of Tommy Lyons. Tommy is a
~ator, he's, was fir~t elected in about '64 out in the Northwest side,
was defeated the next time out, carne back again and was reelected. He's
done a good job in the Senate, he's the son a former well-known police
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capt ain here in Chicago and is an affable guy and a reasonably good lawyer.
I doubt very much whether he can beat Bill Scott. As suming that Scott,
who I believe is meeting with the President today, is told to run for Attorney
General, and doesn't go up and run for Congress ;in this new 10th District
here. But Scott in there is strong, he's got the ecology is sue, he's used
it well, he hasn't made any mistakes and Scott's strong point is that he knows
he's not a good lawyer and he's hired in good talent. But I doubt that
Lyons could beat him and I think if, as it stands now, I would say that Scott
would certainly beat him. At the §..ELc ret ary of S~level you've got Mike
Hallestt. Now, Mike is in his 50 ' s, he i7 bee ~ 3 terms auditor of Illinois
on the Democratic slate, he is probably one of the best known politicians
this state has ever had. I remember the day when he was first elected
in '60, the ne x t day he started out down state making speeches andhe's
never stopped. He wanted to be Governor, he knew he wasn't going to get
it and he's a very very strong candidate - - very strong. I doubt whether
any Republican could beat him for Secretary of State. Now they're talking
about putting Koharski up which I think is a bad mistake, but that's the
way Ogilvy's going, I would say Hallett ought to take him easy. I would
think that he would beat him. As you may recall, Allen Dixon and Koharski
ran against each other for Illinois State Treasurer and Dixon beat him but
by a small margin. I would think that Hallett who's very well known
in Cook County because he's a originally from Chicago, Chuck, but after
about a term and a half or two terms he moved to Springfield, so he's got
both the upstate, downstate side covered very well and I would say that
Mike Hallett~obably talked in every Veterans of Foreign War,ja gymnasium
YMC~n the state of Illinois.
Very strong candidate. The guy for this
new Comptroller spot was put on for Illinois strictly to give some downstate
balance because we're heavy top side up here in Cook County. We're
heavy Catholic in this tick et\.and I don't think that is going to really mean
much one way or the other.......t I would say that Percy and Scott would
survive. I would think the re st of the ticket would go down the drain and
that's how I see it out here.But I think that, you know pzL', c had S MIlE lupab
twa tal'~hB wit h P i1i tl'!elr, Torn Houser out here who is Nix on's campaign
manager, I think I've indicated to you, Chuck, I think that's a very bad
mistake, he's a nice guy but definiely not heavy enough to pull all of the
ftrings together. Clem and some others were pushing John Aldorfer who
you know is assistant to Stans for the Secretary of State spot, Olgilvy
wouldn't go for him, Aldorfer definitely would have helped Nixon, helped
the ticket. Aldorfer withdrew and they then turned around and immediately
named him downstate chairman for Nixon which I think was a mistake because
I had Bob Blair who was the Speaker of the House of Representatives out here
and Henry Hyde who's the majority leader in the House, would have taken a
co - chairmanship with Houser and would have run the downstate campaign;
Bob Blair would have because he's from down state, Henry Hyde is from
Chicago and we then would have got ourselves lead in to all of your House
and Senate districts which in my judgment would have been the way to goo
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Blair feels now he wants to sit on his hands out here and I don't blame
him and that to me was a bad move, but these guys, all the pros know
what they're doing and us amateurs don't. But anyway, that's where it's
at, Chuck, that gives you a run down on how that state ticket looks.

•
11 me how this cuts the President or does it, which
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halt s tM'i'Sb;P tb a-I;;~'s one of the strongest Democratic tickets I've
seen fielded out here. '1:tumber one, all of the candidates on that ticket
are well liked. There's going to be a good deal of harmony in here. It's
no pluses in my judgment at all. Hopefully the economy will be in such a
condition that Nixon in no way has to tie himself to Olgilvy. That'll be a
disaster if he doe s - - just a disaster. Hopefully also, Percy will need him
and he won't need Percy. If that happens that will be a utopia for everybody
and of course it indicates what hus strength will be in other states, but
this ticket is a strong, strong Democratic ticket, very strong. I haven let
seen as good a one put together out here in a long time. You know, there's
always been a couple of spots that were weak.

4111tF'it

or
a Governor,
therefore, you know ...
B: Yea, well keep in mind this, which is very important Chuck, Paul Simon
is a Democratic Lt. Gov. He's theonly one who survived in the Olgivy race
and strangely enough he's the fir st time we've ever had a Republican Gov
and a Democratic Lt. Gov. So obviously he had one helluva lot of cross
over vote s to him. I think there will be a lot of people that will vote for
Nix on who will then cross over and vote for Simon and I donlt know whether
if they vote for Simon will they cross over and vote for Nixon if you follow
me, but we used to have a state here that didnlt split - - it splits heavy
now, you know, the machine s are prone for that, they're constructed for
that and I think this time you're going to have ahelluva lot of split voting.
For instance, that I s why ¥«R for instance people who vote for Paul Simon
for Governor will cros s over and vote for for Bill Scott for Attorney general
I think they'll then cros s back and vote for Mike Hallett for Secretary of
State over a guy like Koharski or anybody else I can think that the Republicans
would pick up. But itls a damn strong ticket. I think one of the big things
that the President's got going out here is that Daly likes him and Daly doesn It
take any pop shots at him. He likes to cut of his gip (?) and thatls a plus.
Now, Pucinski on the other hand, will be interesting. I talked with Roman

4.
ten days ago; he called me on something else. He swore up and down he
didn't want to lose his goddamned seniority from his district and probably
what they've told him is that they're going to put somebody in to hold it
and he can get the district back if he loses, but for Christ sake, he's lost
his seniority. That's what happened when Yates ran against Dirksen out
herea And ... but Roman is a kind of a guy that I think it will depend a lot
on who the hell the Democratic candidate is for President as to what kind
of a tact Puclinski will take, but it may very well be because you see I
consider Pucinski a plus for Nixon because Roman is very, has been very
conservative out in that goddamned district. And I think that that is a plus
for the man, Chuck, having Pucinski on the ticket.
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6. The one e..ception i l tl Tec1dy were nominated; for lome curioua
reason he doea not want to block Teddy. O'Brien aaya that Teddy',

man, Dave Burke, noW' work. for Howard Steiu and thla coulcI be
behind it. O'Brien consider. a McCarthy fourth party candidacy
aa the bill••t daniel' the Democrats face next year. He alao aaya
that McCarthy t. a Ilmoney" man who ..Ul run if he th1nks he can
make .omeWal out of It, but h. won't unlea. he hal financial
backi1ll and there i. leme money in it for him E!r.onally.

7. Humphrey will try but can 't make it. He'll never quit tryinl and
wW

,0

into CaUfornla.

8. Lind.ay will become a Democrat in mid-Aulu.t, but will not run
for the Pre.idency.
9. O'Bri.n feels that the economy i. the only 18.ue that the Democrat.
have. H••imply cannot understand why the Pre.ldent hal not u.ed
.elective wace and prlce controla. Thi. 'WOuld cut the le.a out
from the Democrat. anel take away their only i ••ue. He con.1der.
that all the tldove tI candlclatea are dead and that the P ....lel.nt hal
completely taken over the ftpeac.~ l ••ue. No Democrat caD profit
fmlWcally in the foretan affaira field, but they can win on the
economy unte•• the Pr••ident pu1la the rUI out and cloe. aom•
• pectacular thinga" whlch O'Brien l.ela the Pre.ldent 18 entirely
capable 01 eloinl_ A. h. puta it, Hit'. aU in the Pre.lelent J • control.
But, I don't under.tand why he baan't done lttl.
10. O'Brien t.. not concerned at all about money. He hal no intention of
paylnl off the $9 million debt, $800, 000 of wbleh h owed to Daley
(who 1. very unhappy about it). Th. Committe. coUeeted $1.7 mUlion
on their dinner, they wUI .pend it all thi. year but .rau•• 18 dolnl an
e.xci.llent job and think. that he can rai•• the fund. need'" for a
Pre.idential campailn next year without any difficulty.

11. O'Brien believe. that Te.... wa. a fluke in 1960 and 1968 and that the
Democrat. should clearly writ. it off for 197Z. He s ••a no chance
of winning 1t but he do•• beUeve that they can win Ohio, Winola 81ld
New Jer••y_ He, therefore, belteve. that Callfomla will be th•
• winl .tat. in the election. He thinka that the "Nlx:on Soutbtt t.. gone
a. far a. the Democrat. are concerned. that they J!l1Iht pick up one
or two border atate. but that'a all and they need Wallace in the race
to deny UI the deep south. If Wallaee were not in, they would 10.e
the entire .outh.

lZ. O'Bri.n'. attitude 1. ,uardedly optlmhtic. He .aid a. he move.
around the country h. find. that the economy ie really bitiDI people
aDd that if tho Pre.tdeat doe. not do .omethlnl laldy et,nliicaut
and if the Democrata play to thh i •• uo alone, they can win. He 'e
vory cautlou. in hi. outlook, however, and 1. extrem1y worried
about the McCarthy .ltuation which he kept comlnl back to in the
COUI' e. of the dl.cu.IDli.
13. O'Brien thlBk.. that Reagan 18 DO .ant ia the co mil'll election, will
not help u.. 11'1 California and Ie the moat dallloroue probl.m the
Pro.ld.lll hae within the Republl can Part~?

From all of the foreloing, two thing. of .lgulflcanco amer,e in my mind.
w•• hould be planning how to encourage McCarthy'. caDdldaey. It may
all tul"!1 OD ODa man, Howard Stem. If Stein agroe. to 10 all the way and
hauroll McCarthy'. candidacy, Mceanhy will .tay ill the race all the way,
eveD ... a .poUer. Stein i. Jack. Dreyfu.' partner ..a you kllow and I
would think that throuah aw ROleI'. 01' other., we could perbap. eneoura,e
5teln'. commitment to McCarthy. Itt would even be worth pumping aome
money in.
A .econd potnt which s.ems to me to be very important t. the Democratic
debt. We have an analyele of the Democrat'. creditors and we .hould
atart OD tbe out.ide a pre.8ure camp.l,n to force them to pay their bUb
before they .tart .pendin. Dew money. Obvioualy we can't let involved
in thi. from here but .ome 01 our bu.ln••• friend. 011 the outeide mllht
b. a.Wd to orlanl. . a campaign to put tbe .crew. on.

You and 1 talked abou.t th1a many months ago. It wa. my judgment then
that we .hould not try to embarra•• the Democrat. Over their debt or
create public .ympathy for the "poor" Democrata, but rather walt until
the campaian wa. about to get underway and then ••• that the creditors
put the heat on them. If 80meone trom 1701 were to pick. couple of good
loyall.t. on the outside, they could start them to work on thl8 now.

