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October 26, 1970

SUMMARY OF MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Broder argues that there is wide spread fear and apnrehension over
the future -~ the economy, youth, lawlessness. Many people have
loat confidence in Government., There ig8 a vacuum of leadership,
great indecision about 1972, party loyalties are deteriorating and
people are disenchanted with our national leaders.

Brodsr's conclusions tend to be supported by the feelings of many poll-
sters that there ie a large undocided, probably apathetic, group in this
year's elections,

Broder's conclusion, in my oninion, apply only to a segment of the
voting nonuiation, mainly middls clags, Vallace oriented, dissatisfied
and trousled neonle who are esnecially avprehensive about the economy.
His conclusions cannot b2 generalizged,

Vi hat we should dos

1. Mot only attack permissivigm in gsociety but prove how much we are
doing about it on a positive kasis. Damounstrate that we can efiectively
solve problems; tnat we aze cuiting crime, curbing drugs and restoring
order to our campuses.

2. If oousible, accelerate cur econsmic 7ame plen and develon a positive
woychology anout the feture of the sconomy,

3. Emphaglze reform, revenue shariny and restorastion of power to state
and local govermments. . e must prove that Government can function.

4, Maintain the Tregident's image ag a touzh, courageous, rmasculine
ieader.

Conclusion: Broder has vrovided an exaoy

ot
o
-~ -

: erated diagnesis of the disen-
chantod slisneted sooraent of the vopulation. I, nonctheless, maoy be the
swing vote in the noxt Jastion,  Thus, it is politically iranerative that we
atteinpt to alloy their {rars and boild conlidenca.

Charlos V. Colzon



October 26, 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Analysis of Broder Series

Broder's basic points are:

1.

People are fearful and anprehensive over the future. They are
mostly conceraed (a) about what the future holds for their children,
{b) the future of the economy, and (¢} drugs, violence and lawless-
nest,.

Many peonle have concluded that Government i8 incanable of handling
the nation's vreblomae: the fosling that no one can solve the great
nroblems of tho dov crantes Lrustrat*o*& and, hence, disdain for
Government and poiiticiznsg,

3. Thore ia a vacuum =f i.nvlarshin and a "'nerative, teatative' cnnroval
of you, You are dolny as weil 25 you can and neonlo have conkluded
there is no boteer ait § nons of the anticaal Deamocrsts do any
better in lasnizring {Z’..‘ai“z_ii»:.;,iif.‘:ﬁy whia accounts for what Droder calls
a ‘INobody for President’ atiitude

e Thore ig great indecision about 19372, Thoro is not v t an Yemerging
now majority.'' Loere iz no clear cut nattern clewa'irs nz along ideologe
ical or party j.l"i’:xzo ~arty lovyaities ave doteriorating,

5. Aguew, Viallace and ennedy are too coniroversial to bz President
{for different reasonsi, eople do rot want a leader who scares them,

6. The naonle want leadership -~ someonea who will speak for and unify
the wholz country, '

In analyzing Broderts couciusi i yniorta to note that he inter-

viewed only 2030 3“*?,0?31@. 2 g anroa tho dewth intorviews

with sny small saminil inforce his own

’f
!

‘L
v *vwn»im s::}%’.i:) e
uat I holieve that ke has gf“(‘

J,» trvivy to ba r:abj;':sctive
| & pumbar of points.
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In preparing the series Broder worked clossly with Dick Scammon
{the social issue) and would naturally tend to be influenced by the
Scammon thesiz. DBroder also concentratod on that portion of the
population which he believes to represent the independent swing vote.
He acknowledged that he spent little tirne with black or Sewigh voters
(who would tend to take a clearly liberal posilion) or with busineasmen
{who would tend to be with us). One in five of those interviewed ware
VWallace voters in 19638; they would tend to be the most disturbed, dise
satisfied and negative, Ia short, therefors, 1 think that some of
Broder's conclusions may be valid as to a segment of the voting
population but his conclisions cannot be gensralized or applied
across the board. There is a disturbed element in society but the
whole country is not racked with fear zs Broder would suggest.

Every pollater in the country reports an unusually large undecided
vote in next waek'z eleclion -- in many cases a quarter of the popu-
lation. The prevailing thosis is that this quarter of the population is
apathetie, disinterestod in the election, sees no choice boetween the
pariies, and is cenardily irusivsted, having lost faith in Government's
anility to golve th-ir nrovicma. In stauving the comments of Proder's
intervicwesy 12 ig muy oinion tnat L i tailduy mostly with neonle in
hia category, aoraniier rorerred to, for lack of a better term, as
the "alicnated votar, '

The following is my point by noint analysis:
acern abf;j:t tha futara, wrod is corract -- there is

irsile sacment of the wovzintion that 15 very anpre
h:::';w,z'e. “ha atlenaied volor 18 concerned about

we retlect concarn soout -- druge, DOYaogra nhy,
f;i'u«:é.::n:. unrest -- but e deaentt balisvae anything can
1t it, YV o sre cleariy on the vivit side of the issue but,

] o1 at Trz;.,t, we have not gainced his confidence that we

can solve tir 1¢ probiom.

Ta the first two years by emuphazizing the 12w and order igsue, wo
ave kont pronle avrcused about studont mmilitonts, drugs, pornonranhy,

M<.:. Ve have also eifectively croocinted the literals with all that is

bad aboot corminzivences in society, Jg a veesult, we have succeaded

in eplitiing voters away from the Liberal Demeoecrats.

Y."l‘
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3.

To win them over, we must do more., We cannot simply continue
to decry permissivism and social evils; in tha second two years
we are very lkely to inherit the responsibility for their continu-
ation, Proving that we can do something about the evils that we
and the alienatad voter are againgt must be cur highest priority
political cbjective, Ve must start to build and advertise a posi-
tive record of (a) restoring order on campus, (b) cutting crime,
{¢) curbing drugs and {d) generally rebuilding the moral foundation
of our society. Pcople want to believe that the {uture is safe, that
we can do something about the illeg in society; witness the reaction
you get whenever you say that the vast majority of our children are
good and that the reck throwers are a s:nzlil majority,

Perhaps an even more socially unsettling factor than law and order
{3 concern over the fulure of the economy -~ unemnployment and the
cost of living, Thls concorn nermeates zil of Broder's interviews
and is hish on every neiluter's izsue list. Peonle have always
cauated "nod times - with nrcmwz ty. Jear of reccssion or
denression ¢ : ziional mood and &f?qravaws other
fonra, 100 .y of ths weonla Breder inters

@,y Loié

viewed ore old cnonTa Lo Vorn: e the "Uroat Cooression. !
As Srodar voines ous, tha oo 1c ingue draws the ailenated

voter 0 the Varascraig oo at the game time ina same
votsr afrees wilth 13 on e iow cad ordor izssue. 1lot ouly the
fact of sconomic haolin byt resioring condidence in the economic
future ig vitai 1 we are o win a2 uoiilicnl allexiance of this
group. i he early succoss of our econcmic rame plan is critical.

pos

; -ra. This may ve
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The alienated voter is the mout politically volatile, the most
negative and, hence, the most likely to vote against the Yins"”

or not vote at all, These are not the radical students who helieve
that our society is degenerate znd our system of Government
unresponsive; these are middle Americans who simply feel that
Government cannot do anything about th: problems of our society.

We must, therefore, restore people's {aith in our ability to manage
Government and Government's ability to solve problema. We
should emphasize over and over the "reform'' theme, dramatize
how we have gotten Government and the burcaucracy under control,
and push very hard for revenue gharing and return of nower to the
states and comumunities. Ve have a better record in this area

than any of our predecessors but we nced to do a batter job of
selling it. V. e alzo must do riore to tighten un manarement (getting
rid of programs that people know are inefiective and wasteful,)

Lecderanin varwira, The soe-called leadershin yvacuum oy the
Miontative, noeanve coorovall! 0"‘ you ezim:;i; z consaguence of the

fanr owor the economy and

lrgsnond,. ; ~tiltuds nrevails only in this
particalay sroun., (a3 nrost ol 773 13 that i3 his interviews Broder
adiscovers tiat i hiz {orent to yvou, i9
caunily indidlerert towny's anyv ciizy nakl c..‘,-,.e.i.zr. Therefore,
it i mot vooz londersnin thst thov rojoets ration cnuses
thiem to luse faith in cvvorys londarshin, It is perdectly ohvious
frowm the cyowsm youa bove tarnod ous ACrosg zae couniry and tneir

t
vemotion tant i oo

L
I briteve tnnd t.itsa YTl Ay
forceinl loadoer, ona o e
onn whn ans cauniy and guiatiy triad to coge with m«a vory serious
probiames our nation facss.
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have analyze: ave the ilag and
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4.

5.

-

strong, forceful and declsive will have a powerful personal appeal
with the alienated voter. N
Indecision about 1972 diminishing party loyalties. The alienated
voter, by dofinition, has lost his pariy loyalty. Ideologically he
is pulled towards us oa the law and order issue and away from us
on the economic issue, Dy definition, he is disenchanted with
Government; therefore, disenchanted with politicians and political
parties. To the extent that traditional party loyalties have been
broken, we have an opmortunity to win over large blocks of voterse
(likke Wallace Democerats)., Ve should not be trying to make them
Republicans, rather we should be trying to win their confidence
and allay their fcars,

=

Hanew, Lennedy and Vo }’:*,cn ara tco eontroversial to be Pregident.

Tiiig is 2lzo & locica rasion of Broder's other points., Peonle
who are [rustrated and co 'xc‘,rfxed and who have lost faith are least
h»‘my to turn to a ttadoer win frigktens thom. It is gionificant that
Tanmadvy's Chroenouidic ineclisnt tg 281 vory muach in the publice
dg sroun {(thls raindorens dronnants nosnt that
iy character, ) Tho Sonew
fo2viiiy with Aonesw because he zays
sk thay are arfraild that a man who
T8 ey ave thinking in not rosnonsible
:anze it 12 a warzdox that because they
~ligve that thelir own faults and weaknesseg
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Conclusion: The Broder series must be read in context. His con-

clusions cannot be generalized for the whole country. In my opinien,
the restless, frustrated and fearful voter group is no larger than 15%
to 20% of the country. This may well, however, be the swing vote in

1972,

Qur target is obvicusly to win their confidencae and allay their fears by
proving that we can do something about what they worry about most --

the economy, the lack of {ature for their children, drugs and crime.

1f we do, this sroup plue the zolid constituency we now have will ba an
unbeatable majority; if we do not succeed, at best they wiil be non-voters;
at the werst, they will vote against the ins'’' merely as an expression of
p?i’)tﬁsto

Most imnortantly, theze paople need an un-lift,. The therme of the Jaycees?
speech i3 one wilch should Le hit over and over in the next two years.
.

V. e need to do the thines zad say the things that will restore the confi-
dence of the ailenated voter.

L]

Charles VW, Colson
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