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August 10, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: CHARLES COLSON
SUBJECT: Plerre Rinfret

In response to your memo of August 9 regarding Plerrs Rinfret,
1 met with Rinfret yestorday to discuss not only the attitudes of
business aad financial writers he has encountered, but also his
owa involvement in our campaign.

Rinfret is very much out of sorte with us at the moment I think,
justifiably so. A month ago MacGregor and 1 met with Riafret

and agreed that he would be a "principal economic spokesman'

for the campaign. MacGOregor and I had been very much impressed
with some of the brilliant and well publicised attacks that Rinfret
had made on McGovern, We agreed that he would be something of
s one-man truth squad, He in turn asked for involvement in the
Platform process and some recognition publicly that he was acting
as an adviser to the Administration and the campaign apparatus.

In aceord with our agreement, we released a story that Rinfret

would be prominent for us in the campaign, Stein, Flanigan, and
Shults immediately raised very strenuous objections. As a result,
while Rinfret has been flitting around the country attacking McGovern,
MacGregor and I have besn unable to keep cur part of the agreement.
He is not involved in the Platform procass. We have not scheduled
the photo with you which Rinfret requested and instead of his being

a on® man truth squad, he has been asked to join 2 committee of 15
prominent economists.

Rinfret is well aware that our in-house economists have vetoed his
role in the campaign., He has discussed it with Connally twice,
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Connally is very disturbed at the way in which Stein, Flanigan et al
have reacted to Rinfret and believes we are making a very sericus
error. Connally describes Rinfret as one of the most "gifted and
articulate' spekesmen in the country. He belleves that Rinfret
should be brought in, stroked often and kept out front as the
"principal sconomic spokesman' attacking McGovern. Connally,
as you may know, {s very high on Rinfret and his ability.

Based on my discussion with Rinfet yesterday, I think we may be
able to satisfy him at least for a while by simply bringing him in
for a photo with you. We cannot use him in the Platform process
because of Stein's objections, I think perhaps if Rinfret has one
meeting with you and a photo, he is encugh of a self-promoter to
carry it from that polnt by himself. He is perfectly agreeable to
going anywhare in the country, talking to editorial boards, speaking
to groups, attacking McCGovern, going on TV, etc., but at the
moment his foelings are badly bruised and, hence Connally and 1
balieve that 3 meeting with you at this time is quite important,
Beyond that, I will simply try to keep our own people calm while
Rinfret goes out front for us.
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August 3, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: CHARLES COLSON
SUBJECT: Attached from Lou Harris

Attached is the Lou Harris memo which he prepared after the
breakfast meeting with you, He did not have a chance to edit
it, so it's a little rough but the ideas are theve,




This election is stranger than nearly any other in American history.
It is possible for President Nixon to win the popular vote and lose the
clectoral vote assuming a minimum 60-40 Nixon victory in the South
and a McGovern lead of 54-46 in the East, 52-48 in the Mid-West and
54-46 in the West. Nixon can achieve 50.1 percent of the vote and lose
the election. This is a direct reversal of the prevalent situation in the
1930s in FDR's time.

McGovern can win in a five-prong campaign. He can use the theme
that it is a time of deep change in America, a time to end hypocrisy in
high places and a tirme to end the dominance of the rich and powerful in
this country -- especially the dominance of big business. (When we
recently asked which is more important, to crack down on big corporations
who might evade taxes and cause pollution or to crack down on student,
Vietnam:and militant black protesters, by 58 to 39 percent the public
answered back, crack down on big corporations.)

The five prongs of the McGovern campaign could be:

1. Tax reform with higher taxes for upper income people and
corporations, coupled with lower taxes for lower income people
(favored by an overwhelming 90-6 percent. ).

2. Cut defense spending,favored by 59 to 30.

3. Legalize abortion, favored by 48-43. Significantly the following
groups favored legaliued abortion up to 4 months of pregnancy:
$15, 000+, 62-33; college educated, 62-33; 18-29 year olds, 64-31;
Independents, 58-34; Jewish, 72-19; 30-49 year olds, 51-42; union
members, 47-43, However, catholics oppose abortion by 54-37 az do
Midwesterners by 48-42, The 54-37 catholic opposition is very close
to the current 54-36 lead of Nixon over McGovern on the vote.
McGovern can claim to be taking a politically courageous stand on
abortion and in the process firm up precisely the swing groups
which can make the difference. McGovern could go further to
show courage in taking an unpopular position by strongly advocating
amnesty for draft evaders who fled the country, opposed nationwide
by 58-33. However, such amuesty is favored by 18-29 voters 55-39; .
by Jewish 62-27; and by the college educated 49-46. He could do
the same in an even more effective way by advocating and

easing
the penalties for the use of marijuana, opposed nationally 54-40.
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However, such an easing of penalties is favored by $15, 000 and over
by 49-46 percent. Independent voters 51-43; 18-29 voters 61-36;
suburban voters 48-45; college educated 57-37; by Jewish 65-32%.
In other words, a grave danger is that by taking what seems to be

a stand designed to lose him votes, McGovern in fact can be firming
up precisely those swing votes which will put him within stxriking
distance of victory.

Draw out President Nixon and especially Vice President Agnew to
make savage frontal ‘assaults on McGovern, on protesters, amnesty,
marijuana and permissiveness -~ all of which would firm up the

high income, the educated, the suburban, the young and the indepen-~
dent vote to go for McGovern., Then he could come in positively on
abortion and defense spending to achieve majority support to go
with these key growp s.

He could make his bread and butter or pork chop appeal among the
union vote and Catholic voters on the tax reform issue.

The five-prong strategy can be thwarted in these ways:

1.

For Nixon to say that he has dared to try drastic changes abroad
in the foreign policy and it has begun to work. He is not afraid of
change at home as the price-wage freeze last August indicated.
And now he wants to have the chance to do at home Wn'xt he has
done abroad.

Put an iramediate freeze or crackdown right away on food processers,
prices and profits. The public does not blame farmers for hlgh food
prices, they do blame food processers and the middle man., In
addition, advocate four or f1ve tough tax reform measures that are
patently anti-business. This will thwart McGovern's prong of making
business the whipping post.

Point up how defense spending has come down as a percent of the
federal budget. Yet at the same time, point up that this has been done
without decimating the U.S, defense shicld and guard.

re .

Lay off taking McCGovern on the amnesty and marijuana issues.

Advocate desegregation in educ n and in other parts of cur
national life but alsoc say that thLng is the wrong way to do it becaus
busing not orly will harden the opposition to desegregation but will

also delay other effective steps which can increasc the likelihood of

success for racial progress
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6. Openly advocate aid to parochial schools, but leave to others to
use the abortion issue.

7. For union members take the line that in no way will we apologize
for the price-wage freeze. Emphasize that the purpose of that
freezc and the controls programmed to follow was to proi;ect the
pocketbook of the working man by cracking down on excessiv
prices so that wages and salaries would have some buying powerw.
{Consistently over 80% would rather have price and wage restraint
than to take their charnces on unrestrained wages and prices. )

e
%

How Nixon Can Win

There are two key sets of groups that can overturn this election:

-~ One, the swing vote made up of independents, the college educated,
suburbanites, the young and the $15, 000+ income group.

This group can be worked on by emphasizing that the President ha
changed the outicok in the world in four years from war to peace.
(Note the President's rating on working for peace has gone from
38 to 74% positive among these groups since a year ago July.)

A second approach to this same group is to raise the hope that as

much can be doneinthe next 4 years at home as has been done to pro-
duce a beginning toward peace abroad. Fundamentally, this swing
group can be affected by an appeal that the quality of life can be
irnproved at home through environmental control, consumer protection,
racial and educational progress and welfare reform. Note: alrm &ﬁ

all of the front and center rhetoric of the campaign should be dirvected
toward these groups.

-~ Two, traditional Democrats make up the second key group. These zre
o be found in the South which can be handled essentially quietly simpl
to be found the South which can be handled e ally ¢ 1y nly
by having the Vice President campaizgn contimuously but in a low key,

He is enough of a symbol there to do the job. The second strand of
traditional Democrats are the union members. Herc the President must
malke a pledge to cut unemployment, but also not depart from the basic
theme that it is better to get prices down to protect the worth of wazes

=] k ? <
than to allow cvery man for himself on price and wage increases. A
hird Democratic gr are Catholics w can be divectly bul quietly
third Democratic group are Catholics who can be divectly but quietly
appealed to onthe aid to parochial schools issue, but again not in a {ront
and ceuter way. ‘ )
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Basic Nixon Theme

The President should advocate over and over again that he stands four-
square for change -- but change that works. The theme of change that
works can be powexful for it opts the change mood of the country and at
the same time points up the diffcrence between the practical, pragmatic
approach President Nixon makes as opposed to the pie-in-the-sky McCovern's
easy promises. '

Specifically the President should say that he has promised to work for
peace and that he has moved toward a formidable means to achieve peace,
but this has not been done through easy promises, but rather by dint of
hard, tough negotiation. What is more, this is only the beginning; there
is much morce ahead. For example, there is a long road to go still on
arms control, And we have only begun to take the long positive road to
cconomic growth and the use of American resources in the world through
expanded trade for peaceful approach and unbounded good for all of the
people of the earth. These beginnings for peace have not been produced
by America giving in nor by America begging, but rather through firm
negotiations always from strength. We have sought out common areas of
agréement with mutual benefit for both ourselves and the communists. DBut
above all else, underlying all of the moves for peace has been the element
of mutual respect.

fow, the beginnings l"”‘uil(ic, abroad are precisely what must be done in
the next four years here at home. First and forermost, the state of the
economy. The President got tough last August with the price-wage freeze
and is being tough agaein this August with the food processer crack-down.
We have made a start toward recovery of the economy; that is not yet
good enough. There could be unbounded hope for cconomic growth at
home in the next four years,

The President should advocate tough tax reform, not of the pie-in-the~
oy variety, but change that works. There must be 4 or 5 concrete measures
uvo:aﬁmw Warning should be scrved on business that it will be rewarded

.5 an inceintive to produce and grow and to expand, but there will be no
ncentive for businegs to fail to share the wealth with all segments of the
American people. '

L)

e ’U

tz>

The President should also p[ edge in the next f r years to improve the
quality of life, that we should sto

p attacking each 1er and should start
attacking our common problems. L

hese include air and water pollution,
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adeguate health care within the means of each family, expanded educa-
tional opportunity and progress toward achieving racial equality., A
pledge can be made to dedicate the resocurces which formerly were usc
for war to improve the quality of life, These would be peace dividends
for the American people.

Others may promise the sun and the stars, I'll pledge only to move us
forward. Others may talk of sweeping change, I will pledgze only to produce
change that workg... Others may talk of radical income distribution, I will
pledge only an economy that works for better living standards for all and
keeps open the doors of opportunity for initiative, competence and unstinting
cffort toward excellence to be rewarded, Others rmay talk of easy cuts in
defense spending, I will ornly pledge arms reduction that also keeps the
peace. . Others may talk of telling America to go back home, but I say let us
go out America to help ourselves and all the world find peace and a better

life.

There is a basic morality at stake in this Presidential campaign., I
say the next President must raake a moral compact with the Amel‘lCaﬂ
people to achieve peace in the world and a chance to fight for a hetter
guality of life at home. There is a call of greatness in that moral compact.
It is not born of ringing words, but of hard won achievements step by step,
picce by piece. But, greatness can never be yours to describe the easy
promise,oniy the hard won results. The only change that counts is the
change that works.

This election is basic and historic because the Amevican people have
a clear choice: between promise of 'For‘"\vard progress that works or those
who would come in with social and political cxpammcn ation, founded on
protest, but in fact a retreat from America's roleinthe world and founded
on catering to the fashionable fads of the mornent at home. I pledge change,
but change rooted in reality, not fant sy, change that changes people's live
for good, not change that ends up pitting one group against anmher.

I ask a simple compact: give me your trust, your help and a limitless
world of hope lies ahead. Mistakes have been made and others will be made
in the future. Chaunge that works is not achieved without its failurces, but
I will not hesitate to try change that works, but always on a sound base, I
know what if is to hew ouf progress for peace, Iknow it is not easy. I ask
for a mandate of change that works., Give me your message. ive me your
trust for another rmoral compact for four more years.
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Caveats:

L.

Do not go after McGovern divectly or personally.
Defuse the tax reform and defense issues.

Do not make blatant appeals on what has been done or can be done
for various groups.

Above all, do pot defend the status quo.

K

Do not engage in savage attacks that can be accused of going for the
jugular.

Always indicate an urgent sense that there is so much yet to do and so
liftle timeto do it.

Richard Nixon can win with the cleanest campaign in history.



May 19, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: CHARLES COLSON

Dick Scammon called me last evening to give me a very dotailed
analysis of the Michigan slaction, As he put it on the Today Show
Wednesday Moruning, it will be “irounic If the Federal Courts against
whom President Nixon has so often campaigned turn out to be the
vehicle through which he is re-alected”. Scammon believes beyond
any quastion that you will carry Michigan in November provided
Wallace is not on the ballot and maybe evea if he Is. Scammen
spent yesterday studying the poll dats on Michigan and drew some
interesting coanclusions.

Busing was clearly the most important issue as everyone has observed;
Scammon believes it was, however, virtually the only issue., Even
with voters in the 18 to 24 year old group (Wallace carried the 18 - 24
yoar olds) one-third listed busing as their reason for voting for
Wallace. Busing was regarded as the more important issus to the
Democratic primary voter than either inflation or unemployment by
margins of batter than 3 to 1 depending on the category of voter.

For example, of all the Democratic veeters anly 6% named inflation
as the most important iasuve in determining their vote. To Wallace
voters the ratio is much higher. One in three Wallace voters voted
for him golely because of the busing issue.

Scammon aggues, ae he has consistently, that we should step up our
efforts to exploit the busing issus in 15 to 20 critical cities across the
country. The areas need not be only those in which there has been a
busing problam but also where there is a potential busing problem.
Busing is only a code word for the real issue, which is black/white
relations. Wherever large nunibers of lower middle class whites live
in close proximity to blacks, the existence of busing or the threat of
busing i», as Scammen puts it, an absolutely decisive issue with any -
where from 20 to 30% of the electorste. Scammon said he could not
understand what appears to be a somewhat restrained posture on our
part on the busing issue; we do not appear to be exploiting it the way
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we did law and order, for example, and yet this issue is demonsirably
voter motivationsl. He voluntesred that perhape those of us in the
Administration are "embarassed” to be strongly pushing this issue
because it "runs against the malabtream of Georgetown thought',

Dick said half-facetiously that if we should prohibit any members of
the Administration from attending any Washington dinner parties until
after the election, that like all of our predecessors cur people got so
enmeshed in the Washington socisl circult that then we then become
more sensitive to the reaction in Georgetown than the reaction in the
country, He feels that on this issue we may have lost touch with the
hml

In conclusion, Scammon feels that the issue ls stronger than ever, that
we need to do better, that we can exploit this lssue in key areas ina
way that will be positively dacisive in November and that, {f we handle
it properly, the Democrats will be stuck. On the latter point, he {eels
that Hamphrey and McGovern will try to waifle. If we too seem to be
waifling, the issue will be totally lost. If we are clear and hard their
waffling will only compound their problem. He still argues that s
Constitutional Ameadment Is the way to put the lssue in clearest focus.




Ql wier NG,

Converstion with Dick Scammon, May 19, 1972 WM

S: ...you know, meet with people instead of just the kThd of Princeton level
types, not MA or Ph, D. types, but BA types you're talking to here, But you
know you can't break through this because the sort of social....

C Yes you can break through it,

S: Well, let me put it this way...a Katze nback man can't because this is his
basic assumption anyway.

C: Well, he couldn't but a guy like, well, let's bring it close to home, a guy
like John Ehrlichman can break away from that, He's really from a small
town environment, but...and he gets kind of impressed with all that goes on
and his wife does, but he can still be back in touch withthe folks. A guy like
Peterson maybe can't because...that's the problem, he's so inamored of all
this that he's lost sight of what's happening out inthe country,

S: Let me tell you what it is, it's like one of those old cartoons where the
cat smells the cooking pie, as it waffs out through the air and you can just sort
of see him going limp and then his body follows that smell of the pie.

C: Well, you know an interesting thing happened to me about a year ago..no
about 8 months ago. Bill Safire, who has, . who does nothing but have dinner
parties for the Washington establishment...you know he mixes them up, Mary
McGrory and..has been inviting me to about 4 because he said I want to prove,
Chuck, to these people that you're really not a black cat. So he said, let me

put a little group together, So he had Liz Drew, Pete Lisagore and Ben Bradlee
and Chuck Percy, the Washington avante garde and we sat around the dinner table
at Bill's house , which is a lovely, beautiful place out in Kenwood, and all of us
properly seated and the catered dinner and duck under glass and half way through
the dinner, up comes the subject of the Pentagon Papers and Bradlee's wife, I
think it was, offered the fact that...or suggested that it was great journalisin
there wasn't anything wrong with getting classified documents and printing them
and wasn't the Administration silly to make some a big deal about it and I listened
to this a while and listened to Percy sort of agreeing and Safire nodding
aggreeably and I thought I've had enough of this and I said, "I don't see anything
wrong with it either except it's grand larceny and I've never been brought up to
believe in grand larceny.' And of course Bradlee dropped his fork on his plate,
there was a stunned silence around the table and then everybody said this was
journalism and I said it isn't journalism it's theft and theresno particular skill

to print in the newspaper something that you steal. Let's call it what it is. It's
larceny and it ain't anything else by any other name. Of course, I've never been



invited back to Safire's, everybody left the dinner table feeling very...

S: ...a point is of course why doesn't the Washington Post hire Ellsberg
to steal the papers up there in Massachusetts with the truth about the Kennedy
case, It will only cost a few bucks,,.

C: Yea, if you're going to steal, you might as well go... Well, that is what
happens to us. You know our guys sit there and nod agreeably and then they
don't really fed that they want to be out of phase with...

S: That's very true and they don't really have the ideological resources to
combat this, It's like the young priest who hasn't had a proper training in the
seminary, he gets out there and faces the forces of evil, and he's ill-equipped
to win and sometimes he looses,

C: Well I've always enjoyed my favorite expression, ''throwing the turd into

the punch bowl.,.I don't ever mind saying hey wait a minute, you're all wet!

But, then taking sepopk people on when I thought I should, but it's interesting.

The President said something else to me last night, he said gee Ithought...

I imagine Scammon kx thinks we've really hurt ourselves with Vietnam and

I said, my God, he's a hawk and he sajd a hawk? And Isaid, Hell, Dick Scammon
was involved in one of the election monitoring efforts in South Vietnam and has
been very very close to the Vietnam thing and was prepared to go for us last
Fall., He said at that point, my God I want to spend an evening with that fellow.
He's got his head screwed on right and...

S: That is most flattering.
C: We'll set something up when you get back on your feet.
S: He's going to Moscow and I'm going to bed...

C: It would be so helpful Dick because he gx himself has all the right instincts,
He really does. He understands it, he has a great touch with the folks I think
than any President's had since perhaps Truman and maybe better than Truman
had really in terms of the evisceral understanding of the motivations and feeling
and hopes and fears of the public. I think this guy has it better than anybody,

but his biggest problem is being able to diagnose how the hell he makes the
government and the Administration do what he himself knows it ought to do.

S: How do you bring them into step with the people? It's not easy, particularly
when you get all the pressures the other way towards what I would call the
establishment left.

C: Which lives in the very town in which the government lives and it's that comm-
u nity that maybe we get terribly jaundiced by. I think you've made a hell of a telling
poifit and I thought I would tell you that I passed it on to the boss. It registed with

him in such a way that I thought to myself, I better alert Dick because knowing
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.. .incorporating the suggestion that nobody will attend any more Washington
dinners. ..it will probably make me the most unpopular man in the staff, Well,
Dick nice to talk to you,

S: Thanks for calling.



May 19, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: CHARLES COLSON

- ’ g
Dick Scammon called me last evening to give me a very detailed
analysis of the Michigan election., Ag he put it on the Today Show
Wednesday Moraing, it will be "ironic if the Federal Courts against
whom President Nixon has so often campaigned turn out to be the
vehicle through which he ls re-elected”. Scammon belioves beyond
any question that you will carry Michigan in November provided
Wallace i{s not on the ballot and maybe evea if he Is, Scammon
spent yesterday studying the poll dats on Michigan and drew some
interesting conclusions.

Busing was clearly the most important issue as everyone has observed;
Scammon believes it was, however, virtually the only issus., Even
with voters in the 18 to 24 year old group (Wallace corried the 18 - 24
year olds) one~third listed busing as their reason for voting for
Wallace. Busing was regarded as the more important issue to the
Democratic primary voter than elther inflation or unemployment by
marging of bettey than 3 to 1 depending on the category of voter.

For example, of sll the Democratic veotera only 6% named inflation
as the most important {ssue in determining thely vote. To Wallace
voters the ratic is much higher. One in three Wallace voters voted
for him golely because of the busing {esue.

Scammon aggued, as he has consistently, that we should step up our
efforts to exploit the busing ias:: in 15 to 20 critical cities across the
country, The areas need not b only those in which there has been a
busing problem but also where there is a potential busing problem.
Busing is only a code word for the real isaue, which is black/white
relations. Wherever large numbers of lower middle class whites live
in close proximity to blacks, the existence of busing or the threat of
busing is, as Scammon puts it, an absolutely decisive issus with any -
where from 20 to 30% of the olectorate. Scammon said he could not
understand what appears to be a somewhat restralned posture on ocur
part on the busing issue; we do not appear to be exploiting it the way
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we did law and order, for example, and yet this lssue is demonstrably
voter motivational. He volunteered that perhaps those of us in the

Admiaistration are ""embarassed' to be strongly pushing this iasue
because it "runs against the mainttream of Georgetown thought".

Dick sald half-facetiously that if we should prohibit any membere of
the Administration from attending any Washington dinner parties until
after the election, that like all of our predecessors our people get so
enmeshed in the Washington social circult that then we thea become
more sensitive to the reaction in Georgetown than the reaction in the
country, He feels that on this tssue we may have lost touch with the
folkn,

In conclusion, Scammon feels that the issue is stronger than ever, that
we need to do better, that we can exploit this {ssue in key areas in a
way that will be positively decisive in November and that, if we handle
it properly, the Dsmocrats will be stuck, On the latter polint, he feels
that Humphrey and McGovera will try to waffle, If we too seem to be
waifling, the tssue will be totally lost. If we are clear and hard thelr
waffling will only compound thelr problem. He still argues thata
Coustitutional Amendment is the way to put the iasue in clearest focua.



April 11, 1972

MFMORANDUM FOR: THE FRESIDENT
FROM; CHARLES COLSCN
SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Secretary

Connally This Afterncon

In connection with your meeting this afterncon with Secretary
Counally, you might find of interast some very significant data
which Sindlinger passed on to me last night. Iu two polls prior
to Connally's meeting with the retailexs, (March 16-March 22;
March 23-Marxch 30), we declined precipitously in political
standing. In response to the question, "If vext year's Presi-
dential election were being held today, would you vote for the
reelection of President Nixon 7", we dropped to 39. 8% yes

and 29, 2% no in the first poll and in the second we continued
to decline to 37, 7% yes and 30, 8% no, our poorest showing
since early August of 1971. Following Connally's meetiang with
the retailers, for which there was a high public awareness,
there was a dramatic turn around, In the poll of March 31-
April 4, the yes replies rose to 44, 6% and the no replies
declined to 25,2%. In a poll completed this past Sunday, the
yes replies rose to 49, 6% and the no replies declined to 21. 6%.

Throughout this period, when respondents were asked for the
number one reason that they would not vote for the President's
reelection, approximately half cited, 'not stopping inflation”,
four times as large as the next most frequent response and many
times larger than the typical replies Sindlinger gets, 'l ama
Democrat', "not doing a good job", etc.
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Sindlinger's polls always show a greater sensitivity to economic
issves than anything else because generally the interviewer con-
cantrates on economic questions before asking political questioaa,
Hence the respondent is generally conditioned to thinking about

the economy before expressing a political view. On the other hand,
Sindlinger has an enormous statistical base and even if his informa-
tion is distorted, the trend line would have to be regarded as &
fairly significant barometer.

Sindlinger points out that this was ths most volatile swing in
public oplnion sinee the two months preceding your August 15
statermnent last year, It is very unusual in his poll to show such
sharp movement in the political questions. The fact that we have
bounced back to a very strong position today, actually as high as
we have ever been, indicates that the damage was temporary

but it also indicates how explosive the food price issue is,
Sindlinger attributes the bounce-back to the Connally meeting
with retailers and the fact that food prices have indeed tapered
off in recent weeks,

To summarize Sindlinger's advice and data: (1) we have to be
very sensitive to this issue and alert to price rises, food in
particular, (2) public attitudes are very volatile today especially
on a pocketbook issue like this, and (3) political support for anyone
in today's envirooment is fraglle.

Cver the coming months we have to watch carefully for any movement
of this kind so that we can step In early, take bard, forceful action
and prevent a re-occurance of this kind of political erosion. In this
instance, we almost waited too long. It is a little unnerving to

think of the consequences had this particular cycle occurred next
Cctober.

Also, we are not yet out of the woods on this issue. Male yes
respouses continue to run significantly bigher than female; there

is still » spread, although not as big as it wae a month ago, The
spread between male and female support suggests that the food price
issue is still alive, 1In short, we have to keep jawboning and/or take
whatever other steps are nacessary to at least demonstrate to the
public that we are not going to let food prices rise,
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