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ME ORANDUM FOR: MR. DENT 

Some quick tho ghts while they re still fresh in my mind reg r ng 
the GO Dinner 1 at ni ht . 

, 

It 8 Y very etroD feeling, d I fi d, 'n doing con iderable 
checki bout, that it' 8 red by everyon who wa there with 
whom I've bee in cont ct. that over 11 the program was an 
absolute dis ster except for the Presi.dent, who managed to 8 Iv ge 
it to fairly sub.tanti 1 degree. 

All of the rem rks deliver d by each ot the preUmin ry sp akers were 
b dly written. Not one of th m did an dequate job of building any 
kind of enthusi sm. They all devoted their efforts to idc 'ng the 
Democrats while they ere down, inste d of taking a positive nd 
enthusiastic approach to th President t present Administr tion. 

No one h d the perapic city, consideration or politene to build p 
the great accomplhhment of Pat ixo 0 er ecent tiona! tour, 
they simply 8 id " ... and. of co rae, you all kno th.e irst L ely. 11 

Th e people have at to be de omeday, oroehaw to r i e tha.t 
they a e mi aing the 0 rtunity to build our lUBe, nd that running 

ound kicking the Democrats the 1 t w y e l' goin to 
accomplish nytbin. The stron poaitiv points to make about thet 

Administration were, to minor d gree, covered by Hugb cott and 
Jerry Ford nd the Vice President. 8 1 rec 1. th y w re totally 
ove looked by Tower and Wilson, d no one in th whole grou , in­
cluding Rag orton, re 11y enerated any enthu iasm or plift for the 
peopl that bad been there. 

Another conaideratio . . .. a re t mb r 
were Democrat ; and yet, we pent our time 
very ungr ciou • undi fied, and unbecomin m er. This i hardly 

of the 
emocrat. in 

• 



-2 .. 


gO'D to e dear us to a member of the Democr tic P rty who paid 
1,00 . to the e blican coffers. thinking he was doing it to 

provide a better government for America. 

The totally gr celes and 'gblyem 1'1' aaing fi aco of ob Wilson's 
presentation of the Footdragger Aw reached an ll-time low for 
thiB type of thin . 

One very hi bly placed and perceptive observer comment d that. 
"You'd th we were the defe ted Party." after the dinner. 

In meeting tod y with the President, several RepubUc D Governors 
made the im: that he alone ha save the ~ 1 8t ni ht and that by 
talking in po itive way to all of the people. . . not to th 24 per cent 
who think they are Republicans. . . d they l' ed him to continue 
alw ya to speak to the people. d not as a Republican. Thia is 
excellent advice for the President. and our Re ubUcan leaders have 

ot to r 1.&e that it is. AlBO, it would be excellent dvic for them 
National leader . If they expect to become Majority leader. nd 

Spe ers. etc" they have got to atart acti 1 e them. 

All of the bYe probably servea no useful rpoae. Let me y. bow­
ever, that last ni ht W II the last occasion of that Bort--politic or 
oth rw e .. -that' going to be ttended by t e Presi ent and eft to it own 
devices . rom now on. it has got to be clearly understood. before the 

aident i committed to such appe rance, th t we h ve total 
control over the form nd content of the entire program of the evening. 
The President wa degrad d by thi op ration last night. and we, B 

hi stafi, have the obligation to. e t t thi. never happens g 
The ay to do it i to &y that the P reai ent ill ot attend uch a 
function unless d until the entire pro m, the contents 0 all of 
the. eakers' sp.eeches, etc .• b ve been au mitted 0 U8 for review. 
We have got to t rt lookin t waye to pump enthusiasm. excitement. 
intere.t, d aU of the ingredients of ood political rally into dinner 
of thi Bort. or 1 e we bowd just quit havin them, which is prob bly 
the beat idea of a11~ elieve me. all of thiB is not imp y my viewj 
you ill find, with little chec 'n • that it i very widely II red. 

cc: Mr. 
Mr. 

• 
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