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trip to Europe. 1 pg.
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Hadlleman RE: meeting with Jewish leaders.  
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RN's legacy. 2 pgs.
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\\',\SH!C'lGTO", 

September 21, 1972 

MEMOR ANDUlYl FOR: DWIGHT CHAPIN 

FROM: BRUCE HERSCHENSOHN 

SUBJECT: A Permanent President 

What is it that makes us feel that something isn't quite right? 
Tex McCrary is disturbed the President has never rnade Bartlett's 
Familiar Quotations. At meetings we speak about visionary 
statements. Theodore White says he needs to spell out his plans 
for the next four year s. Len Garment feels he ought to go beyond 
the next four years. What is this all about? What is this feeling? 

Are we creating a problem where none exists? His first Admini
stration has been and is more than successful and the polls all 
indicate an easy win for a second Administration. Yet there is 
sornething all of us feel and we want to do something about it. 
Are we right or wrong? 

We worry about it because we feel the nation thinks about it. I 
think that ' s true. I thinlc the nation realizes he is a superb Presi
dent but something that has no name, doesn't sit quite right. I 
would guess the President feels it, too, but in effect says "1 don't 
care" - - and with good reason. He is doing well enough. But 
could imake a difference and is it important? And what is it? 

What it probably is, is that we want President Nixon to be Eermanent 
- - to live beyond his mortality - - which, of course, is what all 
great men do. It is probably the test of greatness. We all feel he 
is great, but temporary, and that doesn't jibe. 

Though I was neither a supporter or follower of JFK when he was 
alive, I recognize that since his death he has become permanent. 
That means sornething. Herbert Hoover has not become pennanent. 
Wilson has become permanent. LDJ probably will not become per
n'lanent. Is it \Vllat tl1CY did? Is it \Vllat tllCY accorrlplished t}1al 

makes the difference? Not really. 'Vlhat did JFK do? Go to Vienna!? 
vVhat often becomes imnlortal is \vhat tl1C:Y said - - that ability to 
inspire people who arc yet to be born - - ,,\fords that apply to generations 
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People find it ea sier to re-read than remember, especially if 
the ev ents h app cDc d befor e th eir birth. 

In t h e year 2072 people can say, "As Franklin Roosevelt once said, 
IT he only thing to fear is f e ar itself. 'I' It will live forever because 
it has meaning beyond a single time or event. It will always apply. 

In th e year 2072 people can say, l'As John Kennedy once said, 'Ask 
not what your country can do for you, but ask what you can do for 
your country. 'II It follows the same rule. Lincoln's words follow 
t he same rule. So do Churchill's. 

But in 2072 can people say, "As Richard Nixon once said, ''Change 
that works'?" No. They can't. It doesn 't have permanence. "A 
generation of peace" and "the new majority" are only good for the 
moment. Permanent? No, b e cause they donlt apply to timeless 
situations. 

Subconciously, we all keep asking "why can't our President be 
pennanent? II 

Well, maybe he doesn't want to be. But what if he does want to 
be? It would be so easy to do, now that his actions are world
recognized as giant achievements. It could be the differ ence between 
being a great Pr esident betwe e n the year s 1969 -1976 and being a great 
President between the years 1969-Infinity. 

I think that l s what we feel and what the nation feels without knCJ\Ving 
it. There is something so indefinably heroic about a Permanent 
President. We have had so many excellent Presidents but so few 
Permanent Presid ents. 

Maybe it doesnlt make any difference right now. But it ' s difficult 
not to think, "Nut s ! His action s are pern1anent and his words 
aren't. His actions will live forever but the Ihiml will be lost 
because he will be brack et e d like book-ends between the words of 
JFK before him_ Clnd son1eo ne else after him." Too bad. 
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