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extent which we have in the last two to three months. 

There are undoubtedly several people within the media who 
could be won over or at lea s t neutralized to a far greater degree than 
we might think possible. One example which serves as a good 
lesson is what happened when the President met with Barbara 
Walters. You will recall that one day when Tricia was doing an 
interview with Barbara Walters the President asked her to step 
into his office. They talked for ten to fifteen minutes and as 
you know since that time, Barbara Walters has spoken highly of the 
President in personal interviews and I have heard her say compli ­
mentary things about the President on television. The untapped 
charm and persuasiveness of the President obviously influenced 
Mrs. Walters very much. It was the form that we know the 
President is best at - - the head-to -head. I am convinced it can 
have its effect on others. Prime targets would be Harry Reasoner, 
John Chancellor, Howard K. Smith, and perhaps Mike Wallace 
again. 

In any case, it would seem to me that a change in the handling 
of our relationships with the media would be in order. Especially 
realizing that we will undoubtedly end up having to attack them again, 
just as hard as we have in the past, is in itself probably the best 
reason for pulling back a little at this time. 

4. Use of the Vice President 

We need to build a broader base for the Vice President. He 
should remain controversial only on a very c a lculated basis. I would 
suggest the obvious which is for him to take on more pre s tigious types 
of assignments for the President and also to make sure that his speeches 
are higher-level and concentrate more on issues than personalities. 

I would imagine that if the velocity of attac ks waged by the Vice 
President during the 1 970 campaign were to continue, that the left­
wing faction in the GOP wo uld make Agnew the primary is sue at the 
1 972 Convention. I cannot see w hat p u rpose is served over the next 
few months in having the Vice President c ontinue to be an issue within 
the Party. 
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