Richard Nixon Presidential Library
Contested Materials Collection

Folder List
Box Number  Folder Number Document Date No Date Subiject Document Type  Document Description

1 48 7/13/1970 (] Domestic Policy Memo From Chapin to Haldeman RE: detailed
presidential approval ratings from across the
nation. 2 pgs.

1 48 6/28/1971 (] Campaign Memo From Chapin to Haldeman RE: presidential
approval ratings and other polls conducted
by Gallup. 1 pg.

1 48 11/19/1970 ] Campaign Memo From Chapin to Haldeman RE: a presidential
approval poll conducted by Gallup. 1 pg.

1 48 11/19/1970 (] Campaign Memo From Chapin to Haldeman RE: information

from John Davies on the latest presidential
approval rating poll conducted by Gallup. 2

Pgs.

Monday, September 20, 2010 Page 1 of 2



Box Number Folder Number Document Date No Date Subject Document Type Document Description

1 48 10/15/1970 ] Campaign Memo From Chapin to Haldeman RE: a
forthcoming Gallup Poll. 1 pg.

1 48 7/22/1970 (] Campaign Memo From Chapin to Haldeman RE: RN's
fluctuating approval rate in a Gallup Poll. 1
Pg.

1 48 7/15/1970 (] Campaign Memo From Chapin to Haldeman RE: a Gallup Poll

pitting RN against Lindsay and Wallace. 1 pg.

Monday, September 20, 2010 Page 2 of 2



-y
[

e :
A —

.
i
PO

R ot
(o)
b -
T fur faal
e (3%
o et
T
P
» e
] o
Red
P
A

§
i
.
s
.
- .
. d
[
v Ty i
1 - -
b 7% "
%
.
: o
i 3
L2 H
| | .
¥ § -
i :
: N L (% s,
i [EY] (- i
. rt

C EXY

s &3
Mmi. ¥ JN ma. - E w
i : - 28]




o) 73

. N

1 .

=3 N
:

. »
o

~ K .
< . [

e
93

L.Cmy




June 28, 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR, 1L R. HALBEMAN
FROM: DWIGHT L. CIIAPIN

SUBIECT: Gallip

T talied to the Gallup people todav. I specificzlly usked whether or not they
ware aning to do zuy polls among GOP County Leaders such as they had done with
the Dermooratic County Lesders in Sonday's poll. The answer is no. They will
not poll <Uv’ Cn“'t;' Lezders this year, Thoy figire that there is no con t\"t
among the Republicans and that the only story there is among the Democrats,

The rext N popularity poll will be out the end of next week., Once again, ©a
ten t-m.; fivares, the President’s povulurity is remaining the same. John Davies
says that this is the most remarizable series of nnnfu zt, polis {hzt they have

ever sean - that this is the lonpest streteh virtiaily no change that they have cver
registered — and that his mmrprf* dion 15 that it s ,..d support and a fairly good
sign — in light of the New Yeork Times controversy.

Regarding frial heats, they were not included in the last poll.



November 19, 1970 [/

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, H., R. HALDEMAN

FROM: DWIGHT L. CHAPIN
RE: Gallup Poll

John Davies of Gallup called this afterncon to say that on a
sample of 1609 which is "unweighted" the President comes
out with a 57% approve; 30% disapprove; and 13% no opinion.
They are going to "weight" it tomorrow, so it may drop

or gain 1 more percentage point but no more.

John is going to write the story and he maintains that the change
of one or two percentage points from the last poll is insignificant.

I will be unable to get the final weighted figure until Monday since
Davies is going to be out of town tomorrow and unavailable over
the weekend.

John made a very specific point of mentioning that due to the long
lead time before the poll is published it is very important that we
not release the details or publicize them in any way. He then
stated that "we" (I believe that he means George Gallup and him-
self) are under continuing pressure to discontinue giving this
information to us. He did not clarify this point any further,

Jobhn did make the point that during the Johnson Administration
they cooperated and gave them preliminary information but that
it had to be discontinved when they found that L. BJ was leaking
the information to the press ahead of time,

1 know that our temptation is going to be to leak this material at
some point in the future. What we need to do is to figure out
how to skillfully merchandise those polls that are favorable to us

once they have been published and to try and avoid the desires
of some to put it out ahead of time.

Cc: M'. Bﬂn
DLC:ny




November 19, 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. H. R, HALDEMAN
FROM: DWIGHT L. CHAPIN

RE: Gallep

The following is a preliminary report on the Gallup Poll which
was taken last weekend,

The poll is not yot completely tabulated. Cut of a sample of 890,
the best guess that they can come up with is that the President's
approval rate will be 58%. Jobhn Davies warns that it could
fluctuate anywhere from 56 to 60% but that his best educated gueas
ts 58%.

For the poll they took October § - 13, 1970, the Fresident's
approval rate was 58% and the disapproval rate was 27T%.
Therefors, it can be said that there has been nc change in the
Presideont's popularity in light of the President's efforts during
the election,

John Davies and I discussed why the President's popularity did not
drop in light of the criticism he has taken im the media. It is
Davies' opinion that all the “experts” would guess that the President's
popularity would drop, However, Davies maintains the reason the
President did not drop in popularity is the reaction of the public to a
visible President. He fesls that when they see & man in action like
during a campaign, a crisis, an interpational conference or when he
goes on television a lot, it serves to keep his popularity up. Davies
fecls that the Preosident's campaign efforts reflected an energetic
President and one who stood up for what be believed in and therefore
the public is willing to give him a vote of confidence.

Davies added his own personal comment that oo matter what the media
and ths Democrats say, it was obviously a victory for the President
was able to hold a possible Republican slide te a minimum, 1f it had
not been for the economy, the President would have undoubtedly defled
tradition and it would have been a banner year for the Republicans,

CC: Mro B‘n
DLCG ny
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According to John Davies, the results of this poll will be published
s week from Sunday. Navies will be writing it this weekend. The
premotion has already gone out so they are locked into issuing it.




October 15, 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, H. R. HALDEMAN
FROM: DWIGHT L. CHAPIN

RE: Gallup Poll

The Gallup Poll which is supposed to coms out this Sunday will
show the President with an approval of 59%; disapproval of 27%;
and 14% no opinion.

I mentioned a poll taken the same weekend and John immediately
asked if it was » telephone poll and | sald yes. Hs sald then hs
would expect it would be & 67T% approval rate. His opinion is that
theore is a 5 to 10% alr factor in faver of the Republicans on »
telephone poll sampling.

Their story will not refer to the 531% approval rats which was in
thelr last poll and which went unpublished. He peointed out that
due to some sxperimenting and to a greater {requency of popularity
polls that they have put the approval question at the very end of the
survey. This is the reason we ended op with the low 51% figure,
sccording to Johm, Therefore, that pell will be dropped and will
never be published gven in the index.

DLC:my
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’ BE AN July 22, 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR ME., H. R. HALDEMAN

FROM: Dwight L. Chapin
RE: Gallup FPoll

Gallup doss not have its final figure yet for the last popularity
poll which they took. John Davies does advise, however, that
it looks like the approval rate will be 61%. 1 asked him if he
thought it would go down to 59% and he said, "No, I won't let
that happen. ¥ He says that it is fluctuating between 63 and
62% approval and that he thinks it will end up at 61%.

He is going to give me the final figures tomorrow.
The poll will either be released &2 wesk from tomorrow, a week

from this coming Sunday, or s week {rom this coming Monday,
They have just not worked out their release schedule yet.
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July 18, 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. H. R, HALDEMAN
FROM: Dwight L. Chapin
RE: Gallup Poll

The Gallup Poll has survey which will be published this weekend
which bas the President pitted against Lindsay and Wallacs -
Lindsay being the Demecrat. It was taken amosg all registered
votars and breaks down as follows)

Prasident 4%
Lindsay 29%
Wallace 14%

The Lindsay 29% figure only puts him 7 points behind Muskie who
the current faverite of the rank and fils Demecrats. This fact will
be polated eut in the taxt of the story.

For your taformnatios, Gallup will net be adding the 18-year-old
vote factor into & survey until probably after the election, The main
reason on this is the financial problems i doing so sines it weuld
involve changing the sampling throughout the whole Gallup erganisa-
tion, which includes the commercial parts.

It seemns to me that we have the making of an issue here, I am nat
sure it is cus which works in our faver, but in terms of a general
attack againet the poliing industry or one of several attacks this cae
could be slipped in a3 a factor. The other consideration may be that
it {9 in cur best interest that the 18-ysar-old facter will not be con-
sidered in the Gallup Polls.

DLC:ny
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