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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 18, 1972 

TO: PAT BUCHANANV 
FROM: CHUCK COLSON 

Don't be put off by your old impression of Lou 
Harris. There is a new Harris and he is ours! 



THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


July 5, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PAT BUCHANAN 

FROM: CHARLES COLSO~ 
There is an extraordinary segment of the McGovern interview in 
Life dealing with J. Edgar Hoover. McGovern almost suggests that 
he was happy that Hoover died. Whe n I r ead i t the fir st tim e I 

ll
couldn't believe that that's the way it was intended. I re- read it and 
it is p e rfectly obvious that McGovern is saying that Hoover £i'a~il 

more than the normal useful life. 

This is the typical mindset of the master, big brother, bureaucratic 
planner. When people outlive their usefulness, get rid of them. It 
is utterly incredible and I would think that a neat little piece could be 
written really tracing out all of the implications of what McGovern is 
saying. Not only would it infuriate the pro-Hooverites, reflect very 
poorly on McGovern's obvious bad taste, but it could also frighten a 
hell of a lot of people. It is the kind of thing that I would think Human 
Events would love to run or National Review. We could then get re­
prints and distribute them out to law enforcement officers as to whom 

~ I{ HOOVer was somethin of lk hero, other friends of Hoover and
JIY'. conservatives generally . This kind of an article coula r Ing ou the 
I~/ little old ladies in their tennis s h oes t h at we need thi ~ year. 

If you think well of this, is it something that p erhaps could be handled 
in your shoR ? I don't think anyone else can write it with the same bite 
you could. Maybe this is one that we could farm out to Jeffr ey Barr 
and pos sibl y even publish under his byline.I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 3, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PAT BUCHANAN 

FROM: CHARLES COLSON~ 

As part of your research effort on McGovern, you should read 
the Shannon piece in yesterday1s New York Times Magazine. 
It is utterly devastating if used with the right people. I am 
sure you have already seen it and probably carne to the same 
conclusion I did. Shannon is a member of the liberal 
establishment a n d regards McGovern as a phony. 

Howard K. Smith was so impressed with it he called me to be 
sure that I read it. He said he thought it would turn an awful lot 
of people off. The responsible moderate liberals might turn 
very sour on the guy if the one thing he has g oing for him, 
suppo sed credibility, is tarnished and the Shannon piece really 
does tarnish it. 



THE 	WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 25, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PAT BUCHANAN 


FROM: CHARLES COLSO 


Note the New York Times article attached in which Shriver 
talks with some pride of how his forebearers all fought on 
the side of the Confederacy during the Civil War. That 
probably went over fine with the hometown crowd in 
Louisiana, but could sure raise hell with the Blacks. 
Only red necks brag about their family having fought 
in the Civil War. One need only recall the issues in 
the Civil War to realize how preposterous it is for a 
candidate for national office to be bragging about this. 

It would seem to me we should get out some attack material 
and have perh aps some prominent Bepllhl j c a n Bl acks a tt a ck 
Shriv er and d emand b e say whethe r he js prou d Qt the fact 
th at his ancestors fou ght to p revent slavery. In my opinion 
this is not a good national issue, but is a pretty damn good 
special appeal to Black groups and the Black media. 

cc: 	 Bob Brown 
Stan Scott 
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(Per Dick Howard) 

F ROM: Pat Buchanan 
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. T he follow lng are Unes w e can and ehould use In' my view ln ' 

. .
the immediate wake of the Veep choicet 


, .If it ' B SHRIVER . 


a) No le gislative Exper ience Whahoeve r ; . 

\.. , , ", '~-t .' 

: b) Never held el e ctive office in hI's life ; -.. . ' " 

c) . T enure t ,OEO left thePov~rty Progra.m in an utte r sh ambles ; 
~ . ~.. . .. . " ~ 

.. , ' d) His only claim to the VicePre~idency i~ t he fact that he " ' ' 
,. '.' "" '" " ' .' . . [ , ,~~}.: ,,~""' . :} . .i" ~ ; ___ _. ' . '. ,.' ~":::~.' : L: :;~:~~'. " . '. .,' . _....'._. ', ~ • " . • 

. ~ _ ~ ~ . :.~~~ ..:-,::." " . 
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e ) Selectl~n indicat es the desperate s traits into which McGovern .' . 
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,'"..., ': candidacy has {allen .: ..' trying t o cove r up hi s shambles of a ' , ', 
. .: '." ~ ~: .. . ~ "" "J ' . 1 '-' '' ' . ~, .' ~ ­

". ,;. 

campaign with:a:Uttie Kennedy gl~mour once remo~ed: . ,, ' .,' 
. .... 

f) Running the United State s in ~e final thlrd of the twentieth 0 " :,. 

' . , . . .. . ;' .. "" 1. . I ._.. " , ~ .... • '" . _. - • . ' ~. i:' : , ' . 
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- .' century is one hell of a lot diffe rent propo s ition than being

" " '. , : , " :~ ~" . ", _,_>~ ,~:< . _ ,<:, , : ' ' . " coo. " <.: ,.. . .. .. ' .."
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, .~: . .' ~ Asst.: General M arl .;te r o! the Merchand1eeMa rt. If JFK .'. .... 
.... . 'I. : . .. " ,,,,,, 
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hadn' t plucked Shriv r out of obs curity. and given him a 
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. pOl1tical sinecure In Washington l Shriver would still be out 
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'. tion not to expe r ience, nor demonstrat ed ca.padty, but 'to th e 
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If it ' s O ' BRIEN 

. a) ' Never held e l 
~. "... 

"b ) . P~lit~cal m ercenar y: wh(), wore t he collar' r Bpe ctively of JFK, , '. . 

.. , '!;.;~"."-, 
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g ) . Utferly ". :.thout exPerience oJ" .quaUfic tlon to take over at a 
l'. .. . ' ... .,: - ~ : ', ' . \ .. . . . ,;. -

,J .. • .. . 

notice hi hest office in th l and .... owes hie nomlna -

.,,. _ . .. - ' r! . 

. fa.c t he happens t o be an in ';'law of a famous f amily. ". 
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t hen LSj , thMBobby," then Hubert, n ow Mc~vern; :'~ , 'Y, , 
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August 5, 1972 

MEMORANDUM TO 	CHARLES COLSON 
(Per Dick Howard) 

FROM: Pat Buchanan 

The foUo,\\- ng re Unes we can and should U8 1n my view in 

th immediate wake of the Veep choice: 

If it's SHRIVER 

) No leglalati¥ Experience Whatsoev r; 

b) Never held elective office in his 11fe; 

c) Tenure at OEO left the Poverty Program lD an utter shambles; 

d) Hls only claim to the Vice Presidency is the f ct that h 

happened to marry Ted Kenn dy's Big S1eter. 

e) 	 Sel ctlon indic tes the d perate straits into which McGovern 

candidacy baa faU n -- trying to cover up his shambles of a 

campaign with a little Kennedy glamour once removed; 

f) 	 Runnin.g the United State in the fin 1 third of the twentieth 

century h one hen of lot dilferent proposition than being 

A t. Gener 1 Manager of the Merchandise Mart. If JFK 

h dn't plucked Shriver out of obscurity. and given him a 

litical sinecure in Washington, Shriver would stUI be out 

there in the Merchandise Mart. 



g) Utterly without experience or qualification to take over at a 

moment'. notice highest oHice in the I d ... - owe bis nomina­

tion Dot to xprience. nor deDlODstrated c pacity, but to the 

fact he ha p n. to b an In-law of a fanwU8 family. 

If it'. O'BRIEN 

a) N ver h Id l.ctive office in his Ufe; 

b) oUtical mercenary who wore the collar r spectlvelyof JFK, 

then LBJ. th n Bobby. then Hubert, DOW McGovern; 

c} Political hatchet maD whoae appointm nt start. the McGov rn 

, campaign down the low road -- his forte is attacking personali ­

ties and the kind of name-calling that elected politicians could 

not afford to engage in; 

d) The essenc of the old politic.; the most notoriou wheeler­

d al r on the American 011tica1 IC ne: 

McGovern' DOW making hiB payoff for Cony ntion Chairman 

O'Brien's "throwing" of the California delegate chaIlenge. 

O'Brien put In the fix -- by deciding the rules in favor of 

McGovern - - and McGovern h paying 0' Brien b ck for 

handing him the nomination; 

f) 	 Act of utter political desperation -- after somewhere between 

half a dozen and a dozen Senators and pubUc offlci Is refused 

to run with George; 
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g) Th 1 ading bug-out candidat has etnbraced as his running 

mate, th man who did the political throat-cutting of the 

doves for LBJ in the middle .ixties: the odd couple. 

Buchanan 

PB:mnb 
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