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EHRLI CHVAN

ZI EGLER

EHRLI CHVAN

ZI EGLER

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

(Noi se) This is John Ehrlichman for Bil

Ti mons. (45 Second Pause). Unh, I'min the
President's O fice, uh, uh, because uh
(unintelligible) (Pause). Bill, uh, uh, can

you call Ervin and read to himthe first
page, plus tne first two lines of the second
page (unintelligible), that's a copy--1've
got it witten down. All right.

(unintel ligible)

Uh, pardon ne? No. Just tell himthat' s the
statenent that's gonna be nmade. Uh, hold on
just a m nute.

Shoul dn't he al so cover on Baker? (Noise)

Par don? Uh, no, just go ahead and do it.
Thanks.

Uh, we have, uh (unintelligible) how we
think we can interpret that
(unintelligible). He said (Noise-Sound of
Somet hi ng Bei ng Dragged across Desk).
(Pause) 1'd, 1'd like to (unintelligible)
route with Petersen and, uh, he said he
conpletely agreed on Dean and he's been
arguing that, with the U S. Attorneys.

He's in total control.

He says that they're--the problemis, he
says that, they're supposing that's the only
way to get.evidence on Hal deman and
Ehrlichman. | said, "Well", | said, uh.
"You' re going to corroborate it aren't you?”’
He said, "Yes. of course.” (Noise).
(Unintelligible) I said, but |I said, "No", I
said, but | put it bluntly, | said, "Nobody
(unintelligible) fromthe Conmmttee
(unintelligible).” Yeah?
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ZI EGLER

PRESI DENT:

ZI EGLER
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

Yeah, | just want to check, are we set to
go?

| don't know whether | could really make it.
How | ate can | go by, uh, four thirty?

Four thirty.

Al right. Do-don't tell them anything yet,
| got to do sonething, all right, fine,

thank you. 1'Il let you know. But
qui - qui ckly the new evi dence, new | eaks,
first, uh, | said, (Noise). | let it

(unintelligible) I said (unintelligible).

al so said Rogers and | tal ked about it and
Rogers thought it was totally wong for the
Grand Jury to dare inpeach the President Is
counsel and it wasn't really him Rogers
just said that. So | got himto
(unintelligible). However, uh, | talked
about the leaks in the Gand Jury which I of
course felt (unintelligible). Mtchell was
aware of the fact Dean had put it
(unintelligible). | said to Mtchell, |
said, you should (unintelligible) I just
want you to know that you' re vul nerable on
this point and I don't want this. He said,

"Well”, he said, "I never gave the

subst ance, | always gave an area of how t hey
didit, so forth, so on and so on.” He
said, "After all, it's. it's ny

responsibility to do sonething here in the
White House.” But anyway, | don't know, |
didn't get far with that. But I, | put it
across wwth Mtchell--1"msure he
(unintelligible). Third, he's tal ked to Pat
Gray and Pat Gray is now hol ding the short
end of the racket--believe that--the short
end. He just shakes his head and says
they’' re gonna bring that out. Silbert
(unintelligible).

Wiy did Gay do that?
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:
PRESI DENT:

UNI DENTI FI ED:

Gray was told it was political. He nust not
believe the story, apparently. | don't know
why, but |I'mjust saying, | nmean, Gay didn't
say it was official. (Noise). He's

wi t hhol di ng sonething (unintelligible). Wll
he was told apparently, Gay, Gay, Gay, now
tells himhe was told to "look it--?" It was
mat eri al whi ch has had absolutely nothing to
do with Watergate (unintelligible) (Noise).
But, uhs needless to say that (Noise)
(unintelligible). Here's the situation. To,
to basically (unintelligible). He says what
they're gonna do is end up giving ne the news
with nmaybe twel ve hours notice on it. He says
it won't be today--probably, nmay not be
tomorrow. -Basically unintelligible) (Pause).
They' re gonna haul himin court and have him
plead guilty and then they're gonna put a
statenent out because Sirica al ways questions
the witnesses who plead guilty. The statenent
t hey' re gonna nmake as broad as they can and as
narrow as they can at the sanme tine. By being
broad as they can they’ ' re going to say that,
they' re gonna indict, that they' re gonna--that
he has naned certain people and they're gonna
name a group of people as nonindicted, uh,
co-conspirators. Non-indicted
co-conspirators.

Uh, huh.

They’ re going to include everybody on that
l[ist. | said, "Is Dean gonna be on that |ist?”
He said, "Yes". | said, “Wll—=. He said,

uh, he said, "Frankly, sonebody needs to be
quite candid, that we are--ought not to

i ncl ude Hal deman and Ehrlichman on that list.”
Wi ch gives you an option. | said, "Are you
telling ne that, if, if Hal deman and
Ehrlichman, uh, decide to take |eave, that,
uh, that you, you will not then, uh, proceed
wi th the, uh, prosecution?"

And | eave them t here?
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PRESI DENT: "No”, he said., "I don't nean that.” He
said, "What | nmean is that they are not
goi ng to-appear on that |ist and-they,
they're I nean, that, uh, they wll appear
before the Grand Jury and nmake a case there
to determ ne whether they should be
indicted.” So there's the gun, up ahead.

HAL DEMVAN: (unintelligible) trial (unintelligible).

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, whether we take | eave or not doesn't
affect the list that they read off.

PRESI DENT: Yes.

EHRLI CHVAN: Oh, it does?

PRESI DENT: Yes.

EHRLI CHVAN: They will put us on the list if we don't
t ake | eave?

PRESI DENT: That's what he (unintelligible).

EHRLI CHVAN: Wl |, the bastard.

PRESI DENT: Yes, because ot herw se, otherw se, he says,
here's what...he says Sirica is going to
guestion Magruder.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: ...and he's going to question himabout

Hal deman and, uh, it wll appear that they
were on a golf course, because 'even though
he said it innocently enough
(unintelligible) hearsay which Magruder can
certainly resolve. And he says he, he does
that then it will appear that the Justice
Department again is covering up the
truth--not White House people that didit,
but that's where he stands. (Pause). Two
guestions: One, should we go forward with
the, uh, with an announcenent today or not,
or shall 1, uh
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EHRLI CHVAN: Well, fromyour standpoint, you mnust--

PRESI DENT: | just don't know how to'r6spond. (Noise)

EHRLI CHVAN: Even so. I, | think this thing will get
away from you ot herw se

PRESI DENT: Well, the real question, | suppose, John, is
this I, I"'ml'mnow, I"'mreally concerned
about the, the vulnerability. | think the
both of you think you can, cans,
(unintelligible). | don't --think |I don't
think they can nake a case on what's here.
| don't think they-can. And, uh-so
| --here's the whole point, what | think he's
really-saying in effect is that if, if
t here--your names will probably be.on the
list. That’s what they're saying unless,
you decide not to, decide that your not
goi ng to--(Pause)

HAL DEMAN: It isn't just the sentence, we have-to
resign. 'Cause the sentence doesn't
acconpl i sh anything does it?

PRESI DENT: All we have to be sure of is giving Dean
immunity, any token. 1'm I|I'msure the
sentence will fit the crine.

HAL DEMAN: VWhat does he nean fromthat? | don't
under st and.

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, the guy who gains fromthat is Dean

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah, they're putting us in the sanme bag
with him

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.
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PRESI DENT: Now, we got--however, Dean's in there
enough. He said, however, he said, in the
presence of Dean's |awers, we're cogni zant
of Dean's going to nake, nake a case agai nst
this Adm nistration. God damm | if he'l
get inmmunity. They're going to try this
Adm ni stration. That's what he says. So.
| guess that's where we stand with Dean.

Now on the ot her hand--(Pause)

EHRLI CHVAN: VWll, it's as broad as it is long as far as
" m concerned, uh, if, if, I'm if I"'mto
take | eave, you think | shoul d? That has the
sane effect...

PRESI DENT: As resigning?

EHRLI CHVAN: ...as being..

PRESI DENT: Yeah (unintelligible) (Sound of sonething
bei ng dragged across the desk) you're taking
| eave (unintelligible) you couldn't cone
back (unintelligible).

EHRLI CHVAN: Vell, I'l'l never, yeah, I'Il never cone
back.

PRESI DENT: O course not. | understand that, John.

EHRLI CHVAN: Now, on the other hand, if I'mindicted and
take | eave, and then |I'm acquitted (Noi se)
I, I could cone back.

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

EHRLI CHVAN: But, ya see, to take |eave..

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

EHRLI CHVAN: ...and then not appear on the Magruder

PRESI DENT:

list...
Yeah.
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EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

...1s a good confession. [It's a confession.

That's right. That's right. So | think
their their dom no approach just doesn't
wor K.

Well, then you | ook worse by that than you
do the other way. You're better off to have
us on the list than to have us take | eave
and not be on the |ist.

' Cause that |ooks |ike you're covering up..
| think so too.

...something that hasn't cone out.

| think so too.

If we're going to be on the list, so be it!
That's right. | think you' re right.

I, I think we're in a terrible
(unintelligible) These guys are working in a
nost bl oodthirsty way. They--1 just head
how t hey worked Strachan. They've lied to
Strachan. They've told himthey had, uh,

all this stuff. They've told, they've not
told himwhat his rights are properly. |'m
not sure his | awer has gotten it
straightened out, but it's, it's really,
really sonmething. They're trying to get him
to, uh, trying to get himto take a cop-out
and they won't nmake a deal. They won't nake
deals with, | don't think any of them

| told themthat they could do anything they
want with other people (unintelligible) on
the top people.
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

They told Strachan if he covered everything
that he had, everything he knows, and he,
they assured himthey already had it anyway

(Unintelligible) that's a tactic.

He said then you and Strachan have a chance
of getting out because you'll becone a
wi t ness and not a defendant...

Yeah, that's right, that's right.
...but they will not give himimmunity.
Well, that, that is imunity, however.

Well, unless they-it keeps it-their options
open and his cl osed.

Right. Strachan' a got this, got a
pur pose. . .

God, | hope so.
Yeah.

...and the bastards, you know, Strachan made
that m stake on the 350..

Yeah.
...called Silbert...
That's right.

...the next day and said,”l would like to
correct that. (Noise) | nade a m stake-"
They said, "Fine, conme up Monday norning and
we'll straighten it out.” He went up Monday
nor ni ng and they | aughed at him and said,
"We're not going to put you before the G and
Jury," that's when they kicked him
around- - har d.
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PRESI DENT: Yeah, yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: ...yesterday norning.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMAN: Then today when he went in they said, "W
will not let you correct your statenent on
t he 350, you, we’ve got you on a perjury
count . "

PRESI DENT: That's not true.

HAL DEMAN: That's what they told him

EHRLI CHVAN: It's certainly not fair.

HAL DEMVAN: Well, it’s also (unintellgiible).

EHRLI CHVAN: By the | aw.

PRESI DENT: | think under the law if you go forth and
vol unt eer sonet hi ng

EHRLI CHVAN: | would sure think so.

HAL DEMVAN: But they wouldn't let himgo in. So he
didn't volunteer, but he didn't get called,
but he sure did it constructively as far
as- -

PRESI DENT: Well, that's the end of it. Shall we, uh,
we get to work on this thing?

EHRLI CHVAN: Sure.

PRESI DENT: In your view, should |I just go out and read
it?

EHRLI CHVAN: | think so. Don't try to, don't try to,

uh- (15 Second Pause). |'m having Ti mmons
just read this first part to, uh, Ervin
(Pause) .
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PRESI DENT: Let's get, uh, (unintelligible) the Wite
House staff. All, all the nenbers of the
Wi te House staff will appear voluntarily
when requested by the Commttee, uh, and
will testify under oath and answer fully al
proper questions. The staff (Noise) as far
as |'mconcerned--Are you getting all this
or should I get a girl in?

EHRLI CHVAN: Vol untarily, when requested by...

PRESI DENT: By the commttee.

EHRLI CHVAN: ...the Comm ttee..

PRESI DENT: To testify under oath and answer fully all
guestions. (Noise.)

EHRLI CHVAN: 0. ¢

PRESI DENT: | --the next part--1'm concerned about parts
of it that are

EHRLI CHVAN: Al'l right.

PRESI DENT: Several weeks ago, | began new inquiries,
shall we say?

EHRLI CHVAN: M huh, well, 1 don't know.

PRESI DENT: | began--1 , uh, I, uh (Pause)

(unintelligible) I began looking into this
matter as a result and | don’t want to say
in the press--privately, (unintelligible)
just doesn't fit. They' d say "Wat the hel
is that?” Several weeks ago | began new
inquiries in this nmatter, as a result of,
serious charges--which were reported-,
publicly and privately. | mean, should we
say that? Isn't that (unintelligible).
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EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

Publicly, comma, and privately in a...
Uh, wait a mnute.

...which in sone cases...

No, yeah, no...

...were reported publicly.

Several weeks ago we began new, several
weeks--Way don't we say on,, on--shall we
set a date?. March twenty-first? That
sounds a hell of a lot stronger if we set a
dat e.

Al right.

On March twenty-first, on March twenty-one,
|, uh, (Pause) began new inquiries, strike
that--(Noise) | can't say it was an
investigation., | ordered an investigation.
"lI., uh, new inquiries throughout the
government, uh, new inquiries...

How about saying, on March twenty-first, as
a result of serious charges...

Yeah (Pause) as a result of, uh, serious
charges, uh...

...serious charges which were reported
publicly and....

...uh, sone of which were reported, uh, sone
of which were reported publicly and sone of
whi ch were reported privately to ne.
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EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

Sonme of which were reported..
Publicly, sonme of which..
.sone, sone of which..
.were. ..
.of which I...
. began.

...caused to be devel oped, sone of which
subsequently. ..

That's (unintelligible).
Uh, well now, let's see you can't say--

(unintelligible) as a result of serious
charges reported publicly in the press..

Some of which were reported publicly.
Sonme of which were reported..

...and then not say about the rest of 'em
uh, 1--(Noise)

However, on March (unintelligible) we
started an investigation because of the
publ i ¢ charges.

That's right.
Yeah.
So you can |leave all that--
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PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

ERHLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

As on March, as, as a result, as a result of
serious, uh, uh, charges, uh, reported
publicly, which were publicly reported,
made, uh, serious charges--and get this
down--which were publicly reported. |
instituted, no, | began-intensive new
inquiries, | began intensive new inquiries
into this whole matter, that's it.

Let's not be concerned--is that our
(unintelligible).

| think we better get Petersen back in.
Nanme hi n?

Yeah, after all, this, this, this

Kl ei ndienst thing is very, very general and
we won't make himas a specialized
counsel--it'll be very narrow.

And Assi stant Attorney CGeneral Petersen.

Assi stant Attorney Ceneral Petersen and |
have net. -And | would say sonething to the
effect--In view of the facts at | ength--at

| ength, due to the facts that have conme to
me, in ny investigation and the progress of
t he Departnent of Justice investigation.
How s that?

In my investigation..
In my investigation.
And. . .

And the, uh..
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EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

...the progress of--

...progress of the Department of Justice

i nvestigation (Pause) | can report today, |
can report today, that there have been major
new devel opnents, (noise)uh, uh, nmgjor new
devel opnents, uh, in the, uh, investigation
or in the case. R ght? That sound al

right? The new devel opnents in the case?

Uh, how about saying, just saying, have been
maj or devel opnents in the case.

|"d rather say nmmjor new devel opnents. ..
| know, but, uh--

... Mmaj or devel opnents. ..

...in the case.

...1n the case.

Concerning a. and--then tie back to that
sent ence maybe--"Concerni ng which | should
not be nore specific now., except to say
that real progress has been nade."

Uh, there have been mmj or new, major

devel opnments in the case, uh, concerning
which I, | cannot, cannot be nore specific,
that ties that--cannot be--which would be

i nproper, inproper for ne to be nore
specific now, except to say that rea
progress has been nade in getting to the
bottom (unintelligible), in getting to, in
getting to the bottomof this matter? Wat
do you say? |Is that it or what?
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EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

Has been nmade in exposing the truth.
The truth--in, in-find the truth..
Al right.

...infinding the truth--in this whole
matter.

Vell, we said matter, so..
well --

.1 can report today there have been maj or
devel opnents in the case concerning which it
woul d be inproper to be nore specific now,
except to say that real progress has been
made in finding the truth

Real progress has been made in finding the
truth. That's it, and then you you go into
this Executive Branch thlng--Anyone want a
cigarette?

| f you don't m nd, uh--

I f anything | do, | don't (unintelligible).

| don't want to put the imunity thing in
unl ess -publicly. As | said privately to
himl don't think there's a hell of alot to
be gai ned by saying it publicly.

Except this, except that in Congress.

Allright fine. |If any person in the
Executive Branch is indicted by the G and
Jury, ny policy would be to immedi ately
suspend him (Pause). Uh, should we say, if
we let, in view of what we know is going to
happen, should we say, “is indicted?” O we
just leave it "indicted", uh, and not

i ndi cate that charges were nade? Don't you
agree?
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EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

| think so. | think "indicted" ought to
be the test.

"Indicted by the Gand Jury". M policy is
i mredi ately suspension. “If he is

convicted" and then I would say and I would
say, "and of course if he was convicted he
woul d be automatically discharged.” (Noise)
And then the way | could put it is that, |
expressed (pause) to the appropriate, |, uh,
expressed to the to uh, to the appropriate
authorities ny view, I"'msorry, |'mputting
it basically, to, to get at sonething--. “I
expressed to the appropriate authorities ny
view that, uh, no individual-uh, holding a
position of major inportance (pause), past
or present in the Adm nistration, (pause)
shoul d, uh, be given imunity from
prosecution.” How does that sound? (Pause)
| don’t want, ya see, then that, if | say no
person can expect immunity that neans that |

Yep, yep-
...(unintelligible).
This is fine.

| expect, uh, | don't think I want to say
|'"m"satisfied with a case of serious

wr ongdoi ng and a scope broader than we were
led to believe.” I--do we have to say that?
I's that, uh--

No, | was just trying to get you off the
hook and, and say, uh, ya know, well this,
uh, How about going on then with that next
sentence? "The judicial process is--"
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PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

The judicial process is, uh, is, the
judicial process is noving--noving (Pause)
to--uh, finding a |l ever or sonmething |ike
that and it shouldn’t.--is~noving to., uh.
to uh, get all the facts, uh, is noving..

Just is noving ahead as it shoul d.

...1s noving ahead as it should. | believe,
however, (Noise) as | have said before, al
gover nnment enpl oyees, especially nenbers of
the White House staff are expected to fully
cooperate (unintelligible) Gand Jury with
the the prosecution. (Pause) Is that al
right? O do you want to say with the G and
Jury?

What about "with this process" -you prefer
judicial process.
Uh, well, why don't--

How about just saying, "I expect you to
fully cooperate" period.

F-f-fully cooperate, uh--
Peri od.

Are expected to fully cooperate in, in this
i nvestigation outside of our-

Wll, that's the whol e cont ext.

Well, in this matter, are expected, are
expected to fully, ya see, it sort of hangs
there--all of themare expected to fully
cooperate with the | aw enforcenent
authorities. How s that? Is that all right?
(unintelligible)
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EHRLI CHVAN: Thank you. (Pause)

PRESI DENT: Can you use it?

HAL DEMVAN: It's all right--no problem

EHRLI CHVAN: Now, Ervin and Baker are out of pocket.

PRESI DENT: Fine. | don't want to use the next
sent ence, John.

EHRLI CHVAN: Al right.

PRESI DENT: I, 1, I get hung up and who the hel
(unintelligible) (Pause) Now, | think the
| ast sentence should be, "I condemm any
attenpts to cover up this case, no matter
who's involved.” 'To cover up this case no
matter who's involved. That sound all right
to you? Gohviously, | take it to be quite a
step for a lot of you, Mtchell too. M ght
cover any attenpts--to cover up in this case
no matter who's invol ved.

EHRLI CHVAN: That's fine.

PRESI DENT: Period. [I'mnot going to (unintelligible)

nation's history, so forth and so on. You
want to get sonebody (unintelligible).

(Reel 1 ends)
(Reel 2 begins)
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PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

| think if he puts that in -there he's.
going to have a hell of a tough tine,
(unintel ligible)

| think if he'll cover the truth
Yep.

That's what he's got to do. Answer their
qguestions truthfully.

Wiy didn't he say, "Sure I'lI|l be a wtness.
Why didn't he just say that, take their

of fer? Maybe that's what he said. "I'l

t ake your offer.™

| think that's what we want himto do.

| think what he should do is Just say, "I
don't have anything to hide. [|'ll take your
offer, "and just make the point that...

Wb- -given that offer, he doesn't have to
vol unteer anything. Al he has to do is
answer their questions.

That's right, Bob, he should just take their
offer. Believe ne, we don't have to have
Strachan ah, you know, say, he isn't trying
to hi de anything.

|'d feel fine with his doing that, cause--so
he says sonme things that are damaging. 1In
fact only slightly danmagi ng, and we' ve had
pl enty of damagi ng things already.

That is right. Yep. Bob, just tell himto
take it. Al right? If he says "I'I| take
it, but I'm but I"'mgoing to tell you only
the truth”, then, ah he -tells the truth
You see, they think it is worse than than it
is. They think he is covering up and they
Ire wong. That's really what it gets down
to.

They are trying to confuse him That's the,
what's got him bothered. The poor guy. You
see, what's really worried himis that he's
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HAL DEMVAN
CONT:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMAN
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMAN

covered everything with Dean, every step of the
way. Everything he has done, he's talked with
Dean about it over the last year and he's scared
to death Dean will make up sonething or take
something that is partly right and twist it,
which is what Dean is doing, and hang himon it.
And | think-what he's got to do is just go with
what he believes is correct and hang with it.

Don't you think we are right in telling the U S
Attorney, "Fine, you want to nanme Hal deman and
Ehrlichman, fine, then you just--they put you on
as non-indictable coconspirators, then they've
got a case to prove. Now they aren't going to
do that unless they, they figure they can prove
the case, so that would give themthe probl em

That's the part.

| think his arg--, his argurment is, and | nean
I nmust say, and | don't know what the hel
Petersen is up to. It's hard to know, |I'msorry

(unintelligible) the President always | ooks so
much better if people just (unintelligible). |
think, on the other hand, it |ooks like. Let's
| ook at that. | nean, let's | ook at that, that

That makes his case for him That makes his
case for him

Maybe you're right. | was gonna suggest that we
will get back to you, if we get Rogers over

here. And | think in this instance, you and
Ehrlichman be with Rogers, and we sit down and
tal k about this specifically and et himsay --

I think so. Yes.

You don't have any other |awer?

I think no.

Wul d you mnd getting himover at five o' clock.

We're neeting with our |lawer at 4:30, 4:30 to
5:30, which is the only tinme we could get him
Wul d you want ne to get himin at 5:307?
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PRESI DENT: Sure, sure, Bob, ny time is your tine.

HAL DEMVAN: Well, | don't want to screw up your tine.

PRESI DENT: You're not screwing it.

HAL DEMAN: (Unintelligible) W, we've only got this guy
the only tinme he could take us. He's taking
time out of a deposition (unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: | understand. | hope he can |earn part of
it by that time...

HAL DEMAN: Vell, we'll give hima quick fill and get
himstarted on it. That's all we can do now
but we want, we need to get/himstarted.

PRESI DENT: | guess Garnment may resign

RESTRI CTED- “ D’

HAL DEMVAN: That woul d be a very foolish thing for him
to do.

PRESI DENT: Hm?P

HAL DEMVAN: That woul d be a very foolish thing for him
to do.

PRESI DENT: He didn't say that. But | nmeant, you know
how strongly he feels. He's wong. He's
wrong, Bob. Look, the point is, just so
we're not throwing you to the wolves with
Dean.

HAL DEMAN: What does that acconplish?

PRESI DENT: | don't know what it acconplishes. Except
that the President |earned the facts and as
a result of learning the facts
(unintelligible) as a result of |learning the
facts. |1'd say, "Fellas, you' ve been
charged, yeah, | know that Dean has nade
sone charges.” Right?

HAL DEMAN: Right. There's another way you could do it

maybe. Now John won't buy this, | doubt But
anot her way you can do it...l won't do it if
John won't. We've got to do it together
Because |, (unintelligible).
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PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: Ei t her one of us hangs together when we're
pl ayi ng ganes.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: But, maybe, maybe we request of you a | eave
of absence on the basis of the information
you have, which we have, because we've been
involved in the investigation too.

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMAN: Now if we're going to be on that list, we're
going to have to ask for a | eave of absence
anyway, (unintelligible) if he puts the |ist
out, and has us on it.

PRESI DENT: Well, it's going to be out. And | don't
know that you'll be on it or not.

HAL DEMVAN: See, that's the point. W've got to see.

PRESI DENT: Nevert hel ess, you will be call ed.

HAL DEMAN: But we've al ways tal ked about being called
to the Grand Jury.

PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMAN: And said that we would appear. Hell, you
made a statenent weeks ago saying that
anybody in the White House woul d wel cone the
opportunity to testify, at the Gand Jury.
Ah. Do you automatically suspend any
W tness who's called before a G and Jury? O
course not.

PRESI DENT: Well, now, if you cone on that list,--

HAL DEMAN: On that list, then you have to

PRESI DENT: The only problemis here, is that

(unintelligible) The problem we' ve got here
is, is as John and | were just saying, Dean
(unintelligible) then I guess | don't-know.
They are going to try,
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PRESI DENT

CONT: they are going to try this admnistration.
| don’t know.

EHRLI CHVAN: Bel i eve nme, everybody is going to try this
Adm ni stration regardl ess of what happens.

PRESI DENT: Sure.

EHRLI CHVAN: Ervin's going to try this adm ni stration.

PRESI DENT: Sure.

HAL DEMAN: You run through your statenent. Wy don't
we go see the lawers? Wiy don't we regroup
at 5:30 and deci de then.

EHRLI CHVAN: You have the first page intact?

(Pause)

PRESI DENT: Did she use the speech typewiter? | don't
want to go through this.

EHRLI CHVAN: Take this back and put it on the speech
typewiter.

(Long pause, voices heard in background)

EHRLI CHVAN: That's the first page. Do you have the
other? (Pause) That’'s all right. She'll run
it off on the typewiter now

PRESI DENT: Well, maybe it's too soon for Rogers.
(Unintel ligible)

HAL DEMAN: Want to get together with, us, and Rogers,
to determ ne this question of our
suspensi on?

PRESI DENT: Well, | want to, | guess you're right, we'll
have to | et Dean go ahead and try the
Adm ni stration.

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, he's going to do his worst anyway,

PRESI DENT:

with or without inmmunity. Ervinis going to
get himup there if he has immunity or not

Um huh
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EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

HALDEMAN
PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEVAN
EHRLI CHVAN

HALDEMAN
EHRLI CHVAN
HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

...and wll take himover the junps.
(Unintel ligible)

What you' ve done here is to lay a ground
rule for Ervin on inmunity that's going to
be very tough for himto live with if there

are Ervin hearings. Right. But eventually
there will be Ervin hearings. Bob, | don't
think there's much

| do. | do.

Sure.

The nore battles the President wins, |ike

t hat econom c stabilization performance,
(voi ces heard in background, all i naudible)

the nore, the nore urgent the Ervin hearings

beconme. (Voices in background,
unintelligible). It's the only thing they
have | eft

Further and further into a corner.
It's the only thing they have | eft now

You're winning all the big ones. And ah
(Unintel ligible) It's 4:30.

Ri ght, ya.

if you want to see Bill at 5:00, ahead of
us, we'll come down at 5: 30.

You may not be ready by then.
(Unintelligible) He can only stay an hour.

Fine. Al right. 1'll see himat five. And
the situation that you have here is a--Wl
Dean (unintelligible) Adm nistration if |I'm
wrong? God damm, no, it can't.

Il tell you as we lay this out, and |"|

be interested to see what this | awer has to
say, Dean's testinony may not be

adm ssbi bl e.



That, ah, his comunication to us was a
comuni cation to you, and vice versa. It

But you m ght have to ah, you have to assert
privilege, in a sense, but ah, then | don't
know what are, you know, | don't know what
kind of political problens that makes -

Looking at it as a disability, maybe I'm

Wbul d you di scuss with your |awer the |egal

Len needs the ground rul es before he calls,
Could you fill him

He doesn't have any comment, he

He's going to call back. He's
just reading the first page now, since we
Look, I don't want, ah..
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PRESI DENT: On what grounds?
EHRLI CHVAN
all applies as an alter ego to the
Presi dent.
PRESI DENT: | don't have any separate existence.
EHRLI CHVAN
HAL DEMVAN: Then you go to the Solicitor General.
EHRLI CHVAN
just strictly fromthat standpoint
(unintelligible)
PRESI DENT:
practices, and let’s think about this
busi ness, about whether the--Ron?
Z| EGLER: Ya, vya.
PRESI DENT: Cone on in.
Zl EGLER
and he's in ny office.
inonit?
EHRLI CHVAN: All he has to do is read that to them
Peri od.
doesn't have any reflection.
(Unintelligible) Ckay?
PRESI DENT: Who is this?
EHRLI CHVAN: Len Garnent.
can't get Ervin.
ZI EGLER: kay.
EHRLI CHVAN: ...to get into an argunent with them
ZI EGLER: Al right, fine.

Then John, afterwards when
they ask me what the ground rules are, |'l
j ust say--
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EHRLI CHVAN: That it's up to the Commttee
(unintel ligible)

ZI EGLER: Were is that. They are waiting.

PRESI DENT: | know, I'mjust trying (unintelligible)

ZI EGLER: Oh, | see. W have plenty of video tape,
vi deo tape recorders, so there's no film
probl em
(Very long pause, unintelligible
conversation, and tappi ng noi se)

PRESI DENT: They got it yet? Way don't you tell her just
tell her to bring it in, bring ne in a pa"ge
(unintel ligible)

ZI EGLER: (long unintelligible) Did John raise with
you the coupl e questions about the terns of

PRESI DENT: You shoul dn't take any questions.

ZI EGLER: No., no, no. | nmean in ternms of the next
day or so, and afterwards they' Il say "Is
Dean still in charge of the investigation?”

PRESI DENT: No.

Zl EGLER: John suggests we say no.

PRESI DENT: No, that's right, no we ah, we've discussed
it and no ah, that the President, that the
President is dealing directly in this
matter, that, that, that the, ah, that the
Assi stant Attorney Ceneral, M. Petersen, is
in charge of this investigation..

ZI EGLER Ri ght .

PRESI DENT: ...(unintelligible) and that M. Dean and
all, all, and all nenbers of the Wite House
Staff have noved to

ZI EGLER: As of two or three weeks ago.

PRESI DENT:

Yeah.
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PRESI DENT:

ZI EGLER:

PRESI DENT:

Z| EGLER

PRESI DENT:

ZI EGLER:

PRESI DENT:

ZI EGLER:

PRESI DENT:

Z| EGLER

PRESI DENT:

Z| EGLER

PRESI DENT:

Good, then secondly ah, they' |l say "Does the
Presi dent stand by the August 29th statenent
that no one presently enployed in the Wite
House had know edge and so forth?” There, |

t hi nk, soneone suggested to John, "Gentl enen
this is the operative statenment, this is the
position as it stands now which would, it

cl asses

That was certainly -you could say the August
29th statenent, that was, that was the ah, that
was the report that was nmade to the President by
the White House Counsel at that tinme and he
based that on a report nade at that tine, and
ah, we, ah, we're not going to--

This is the operative statenment now, and there
is nothing --

And that (unintelligible) the facts will
determ ne whether that statenent is correct or
not .

Good.

And now it would be interfering with the
judicial process to comment further. But the
facts, uh, but that was the statenent nade at
that tine, | wouldn't say -Because then you
woul d be conmenting on what evidence we've got.

That's correct. |'Il have to say "This is the
operative statement now, this is the statenent”
t hen the President

You're not going to answer any questions today
are you?

No, no, but--gads no--but'l nmean if | walk
t hrough the Press Room ..

| see.
...they' Il be pounding on ny door.

O course, Ron. Go ahead. Don't piss on ne
(unintelligible)

No, |'mnot going to.

(Unintelligible) Just say "No, that ah, that he
is, ah, he is, ah -thay's not it-.
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ZI EGLER
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"Il try and avoid it altogether, but | just
want to get guidance. Then | could give the
Wi res sonme background about how aggressively
and how nmuch tinme you' ve spent on this for
the | ast three weeks, and so forth. Should
do a little of that?

Just say that "The President's been spending
half of his tinme on this and half

"Been talking to staff nenbers—=

"Tal king to the (unintelligible) and
personal Iy, personally, frankly, personally,
there are nenbers of this staff -every
menber of the Wiite House staff who had any
knowl edge on it--1 nean, | nean, that

Hal deman and his staff--he has been making
his own personal inquiry into it. He has,
has, he did that before, he had -but due to
the new revel ati ons he was faced, because of
the interview'--Wat revel ati ons were these?

The McCord st atenents.

|"mnot going to say (unintelligible). W
can't go into that now Coviously the
McCord thing was a major thing publicly.

Ri ght .

But that was a new nethod, a new --The
President is personally making -Wy don't
you cone in with ne after (unintelligible)

"1l just say you'll be out shortly and make
(unintel ligible)

(Unintelligible). 1'lIl read a statenent.
Read a statenent.

(Pause)

Is that all of it?



