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Good afternoon, John, how are you?
Pretty good.

|, uh, discarded sone (unintelligible) won't
interrupt us (unintelligible) uh, uh, did
you get your talk with Kleindienst yet?

| just had a good talk with him

Yeah, fine. Have you got him uh,
positioned properly, the uh--

| think, | think he is.

(Unintelligible) properly--ah, has he tal ked
yet to Baker?

No, he hasn't, he, uh, he called Sam Ervin
and offered to cone visit with both he and
Baker. And, uh, that was done | ast week.

Uh, huh.

But he thought that timng would be bad to
call Baker prior to the joint neeting. So
he says after | have that joint neeting,
"1l start working ny relationship with
Baker .

Well, Baker left with ne that he was going
to, going to set up a joint neeting well,
anyway (unintelligible). 1 see. So

Kl ei ndi enst has tal ked to, uh, uh, he has
talked to Ervin and Ervin said--
(unintelligible).

Ervin has left it dangling and said, "I'lI
be back in touch with you.” Unh, | think-,
what, what disturbs Me a little bit about
Baker was his nove to put his own man in as
mnority counsel, so quickly, w thout any
consul tation as he had prom sed
consultation. And I'mtold this man may be a
di saster hinself, the minority counsel.
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He is? What do you nean to, is he--?

Well he's a, well | can't knock age, he's
30, he's 30 years of age, he doesn't know a
t hi ng about Washi ngt on.

Yeah.
So we'll have to--

Baker, Baker says that he puts the blane on
the Wiite House. He says, whatchanacallits
hi s name, Korol ogos called himand suggested
sonebody el se, that was a great m st ake.
Course | didn't know anyt hi ng about that,
apparently.

Wel | Baker apparently is quite open in his
felicity I want to counsel with you all, and
| don't want to nove until ['ve told you
what |'mgoing to do, and then he did just
the reverse. So it was curious: one, that
he wanted a neeting with you. Unh, secondly:
that, uh, he suggested Kl eindienst as a
conduit...

That's correct.

...and there is hope, | think that, uh, he
may try to keep an eye on this thing and not
let it get into a total circus up there.

Wo? Baker.
Baker, Baker m ght.

Wel | that’s what he indicated, he indicated
but of course, of course with the regard to
his, uh, situation, his position though, and
with regard to Kleindienst's position, I,
uh, | shook Kl eindienst up a bit but
(unintelligible) really is the, is the
fell ow who's going to get nost out of this
(unintelligible) is Mtchell. Said others
are gonna get hurt too, but Mtchell is, ah,
the real problemis whether or not Mtchel
W ll--uh, get himon perjury.
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Hum

| said now | ook, ah, perjury's very damm
hard thing to prove too, fortunately. But,
uh, if you, uh (unintelligible) keep from
poppin' off, I said, well, I, I, | talked
(unintelligible) did ya ever talk to

M tchell about this. Never has.

No.

He says he has never talked to him D d you
go into the Mexican part of it with
Kl ei ndi enst or did you get...

well, 1...
...into any substance at all?

|'ve always, |'ve always braced Kl ei ndi enst
in the past about, you know, the potential

i mplications of what this whol e

i nvestigation the Bureau conducted, what the
US Attorney's Ofice was doing

That's right.
...what the trial neant...
That's right.
.1 think this could cone to haunt. ..
That's right.

If it gets out of hand, | don't want to get
into a |lot of specifics.

Yeah.

|, at this last nmeeting, | just sat with him
and said Dick, | said, "I don't think

ought to brief you on everything I know. |
don't think...

That's right.
...that's the way to proceed. But if | see
you goi ng down the wong track, I'mgoing to

have to tell you why.'
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Un hum  Good, good. Wsat did he say?

He said, "I agree, that's the way it, should
stand. "
On the Executive Privilege one, | worked with,

uh, talked to John Ehrlichman a little and

deci ded that the |ast paragraph, which, uh
should nodified so that it covers what | m ght
have to say if | were asked at a press
conference, he'll indicate what it, but in, in a
nut shell, uh, rather than sinply, flatly say
that | think that what we should say is uh, that
uh, that uh, that the uh, that nenbers of the
President’s staff | will not appear before a
formal session of the Conm ssion, conmttees.
However, under proper, appropriate circumnmstances
that uh, informal discussions, or so forth can
be conducted to obtain information and so forth
and so on--appropriate, | want, | want to tell
you what you're, what we're up against, right
here's, uh, Kleindienst, Kleindienst has
indicated to ne, | don't know whether he did to
you, that uh, he felt that the back-up position
shoul d be an executive session of the Commttee.
And | said, "Well, that's a hell of a difficult
thing the, for the nmen.” | said, "I think that
t he position should be one of a, that our
position should be one of a, a, a solution.

That you can't witten interrogatories
(unintelligible) which is unlikely, of the two
commttee—+, uh, the, the ranking conmttee
nmenbers and the counsel, questioning any nenber
of the White House staff, you know, under
proper, you know restrictions...

Um hum

...and so forth and so on. | put that to Baker
as well and, uh, (unintelligible) said Baker,
Baker probably, uh, probably wants to get, the
same reason that Ervin does, because of the
publicity and so forth, wants to haul down the
Wi te House staff and...

Um
...put themin the glare of those |ights.

True.
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Uh, that we cannot have. That we cannot have.
On the other hand, we cannot have a stonewal |,
so that it appears that we're not letting
them And so | think we’ve got to be in a
position to, did ya discuss this with

Kl ei ndienst, as to what the position would be
on that point? That, | think, John, is the

i nportant thing that Kleindienst has gotta
stand God damm firm on.

| did, I talked to Dick about that. | said
that, uh, "One, there's a statenent
forthcomng. | don't knowthe timng onit."
Yeah.

The Departnent will issue. | said that, it's

fortunate the context it's comng out in,
because O ark Ml | enhoff solicited the
statenment in a press inquiry that's com ng out
in unrelated context and not related to

Wat ergat e per se

Ri ght, right.

And so that'll be out soon and that wll
define what the outer perineters are. It also
gi ves- -

Have Kl ei ndi enst say that nobody fromthe
VWhite House staff will testify before a
comm ttee.

That's right.

O course, that doesn't help nmuch at all.
Well, under normal circunstances, if they're--
...if they were normal

That's the, there's little, uh, slide in
there. And then what, in a practical matter |
told 'em woul d probably happen, would be nuch
i ke the Flanigan situation where there's an
exchange and the, the issues becone very
narrow as to the information that's sought.
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Well, you worked with, uh, if you'd tal ked
to John Ehrlichman, you worked at revising
t hat | ast paragraph.

W' ve done that.
Oh, you've al ready worked with himon that.
Um hum

And, uh, well, after | see his, uh, this
Cardinal Mdi (phonetic) take nme about, |
think five, we ought to get rid of himin
about, ah, fifteen or twenty mnutes. You
m ght bring it down and, uh, you' ve got it
witten already?

Yes, sir.
Then let nme take a | ook at it again.
Uh huh.

And we'l|l approve the statenent, | don't
want to put it out right now because I, I,
just depends (unintelligible) |I decide to do
on the, do on the, the press thing.

It'd probably be easier not to have those
guestions in your press conference per se.

I, I, would prefer, that's what | want to
do, is to have this statenent cone after the
press conference, to say, if they ask

anyt hing about it, that "I've covered that
in a statenent that will be issued tonorrow
on Executive Privilege. It's very
conplicated (unintelligible) that's what |
had in mnd. 1'd rather not be questioned
on the statenent.

Mol | enhoff hinself will debate you right
there on the subject.

Right. So I'll say I'm covering

And | did talk to Moll enhoff yesterday at,
uh, Rogers' request.
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...(unintelligible) want to |l ook in the case.

Tell himl want to |ook in the case and | had
an extended di scussion with himon the
Executive Privil edge question. O course, he
differs sonewhat fromwhere we're com ng out,
but he agrees that certainly the President has
the legal authority to do that and he agrees
also that it's, uh, it's--

Well, in his case, | nean what was he, talking
about ?

Well, he says, he thinks that all Wite House
staff should be ready to run up to the Hil
and testify and he asked. ..

(Unintelligible).

...as to what they're doing and it's a rare
exception when the President invokes the
privilege. | said, “Cark, that’s got to be
the other way around. The staff can't operate
if they're going to be queried on every bit of
communi cation they had with the President.”

That's right.

Mansfield, hinself, M. President, has

recogni zed that conmmuni cati ons between you and
your are protected. He said this in a policy
statenment before they issued this resolution
up there on, uh, having confirmable

i ndi vidual s agree they'd testify before they
are confirmed.

(Pause)

Wwell...

I m-

...as for confirmabl e individuals are

concerned, they're all avail able for testinony
t hough.

That's right. 1t's no problemthere.
It's no problemthere.
There's not a giveaway by any neans on that.
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... They, of course, wll, uh, they, they,
they, | guess, we, we would not normally
cl ai m Executive Privil ege for Cabi net

of ficers woul d we?

Uh, no sir. Only, only if in, say the rare
i nstances where we have al ready, where
they’re going for information which should
be protected. Investigative files, uh,
classified material or say, aid prograns or
sonet hing, when we did it in the last--1RS
files. Those are the instances in which
we’ ve done it.

Yeah.

And they're quite, uh, traditional and, and
shoul d be expected by the Congress when they
go after information |ike that.

| think, I think went over to Kleindienst, |
said just to show you how the worm turns
here, what we went through in the H ss case.
There we were, investigating, not, uh,

espi onage by a political, what one political
or gani zati on agai nst another, but a charge
of espionage against the United States of
America, which was a hell of a lot nore
serious. And in that case, the Departnent
of Justice, the Wite House, the FBI totally
stonewal | ed the commttee. The FBI would
not furnish any information and here the FB
had a chance to furnish information to this
comittee.

Yes.
That's according to Gray, right?
Ri ght .

Al right. The Departnent of Justice
refused to give us any information at al

and, of course the Wiite House used
Executive Privilege and the press was all on
their side. You see that was...

That's right.
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...that was a, that’s, sure it's whose ox is
bei ng gored. Now here you got so-called
espi onage involving a political organization
and, uh, so now (unintelligible).

Well, you know |I've been...
(Unintelligible).
...and in, in, uh, doing sonme checking.

| told Dick a (unintelligible). That's what
our Denocratic friends did when we were
trying to get information

Lyndon Johnson, uh, was probably the, uh,
greatest abuser of the FBI, I'mtold by
peopl e, sone of the old hands over there.

He used it for everything.

He used it as his personal, uh--

But didn't he use it against the press?
He. . .

That's ah—

...used it against the press, he used it

agai nst his own party, uh, back in ‘64 when
the Walter Jenkins thing broke, uh, he had
high officials of the FBI out trying, to
strong-arma doctor to say that this man had
a brain tunor, uh, Walter Jenkins, he al so,
then, turned his, the FBlI |oose on the

ol dwater staff, uh, this sort of thing is
starting to seep...

Uh, who knows?

...out now.

Is it getting out?

Uh, I"'msorry. (Unintelligible).
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But you, of course, know the incident of his,
uh, (unintelligible) the, the fanmous incident
of the buggi ng of our plane..

That’s right.

whi ch, uh, maybe--they really know is true.
And you know, the instances that they talk
about, about the, uh, about our bugging, the
FBI stuff, believe ne, | know exactly what

t hose were

(Sensitive Material Deleted)
Un hum Now they’'re so--

And then, of course, the other things involved
| eaks out of the NSC, where we, they bugged
Hai g, Lake, or Halperin, | nean. But that was
all.

That's right.

W were as limted as hell, | mean Hoover,
good God, we coul d have used him forever.
He's, he's-- but Johnson had just apparently,
just used themall the tinme for this sort of
t hi ng.

That's what |'m|learning. There's nore and
nore of this--

Who's, who's who fromthe FBI is trying to put
out this stuff on us?

God, | thought, I wish | knew, M. President,
uh.

You don't believe it's a--

I'"ve heard there're, there're several nanes
that are bantered around. I, | tried for
exanpl e, to track the | eak.

You don’t think it’'s Sullivan?

N, no, |I., | confronted Sullivan, as a matter
of fact, right after this, I said, "Bill," |
said, uh, | called himinto ny office, | said,
“l want to tell you what Tinme Magazine said
they have.” His reaction was not that of a
man who has | eaked sonet hing. Unh--

10
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Yeah.
And t hen he hel ped.
(Unintelligible).

He told nme, he said, "If this ever cones,
down to the very short strokes," he said,
"As far as |'mconcerned this was Hoover and
Sullivan. No one else. And I'mready to
stand forward and take it at that.” | said,
"Well, I don't think it's ever going to be

t hat because, uh--

Well, what, why would it be Hoover and
Sul livan, did Hoover order himto do it?

Hoover ordered himto do it.
In order to ah--

They did this--so he could say | could cite
exanpl es chapter and verse of Hoover telling
me to do things like this.

Now Sul livan knows that their, it was
terribly limted--it was limted.

That's right.
(Sensitive Material Deleted)
That's right.

And that | nust say, | think we did request
t hough, did we say find out the |eaks, and
so Hoover goes and, uh, bugs peopl e.

well, I, | think
That's the way to do it.

...the way it's postured now, uh, we can
stonewal |l it, ah, Gray can go up there in
his confirmation hearings and he's not gonna
have to bother with it, because they'd
accused himin the article of being, sitting
on top of the bugs..

Yeah.

11
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...1t was there once he cane in, which is
not factual.

Well, there weren't any.

There were none there when he cane in.
Well, three years ago that this happened..
That's right.

...and there hasn't been a God damed t hing
si nce.

That's correct.
Ri ght .
That's correct.

Anot her thing you can say, too, John, is the
fact that all this had to do with the war. ..

| know.
...and now the war is over.
Now- -

Now Johnson, on the other hand, went buggi ng
his political opponents, and every son —of -
a- everything you can inmagine. W've been,
that’s the problem getting a real bumrap
aren't we?

W cert--, we are getting a terrible rap,

You stop to think of, we got rid, we got rid
of the Army bugs, we got, you know, that
Arny ah, espionage business, intelligence
busi ness, we got, you renenber that?

That's right.

Uh, we've limted the FBI things to nationa
security bugs, to very, very certain few,
probably too few.

W're, we're now (unintelligible).
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But sonebody's gonna 7et a shock one day,
and they' Il wonder why we didn't bug 'em
huh?

That's right. W are getting a bad rap.
Well, for exanple...
The fact is--

...as you know, as you know, Hoover did bug
Martin, Martin Luther King.

That's right, I was aware of that al so.

Well, Christ yes, Hoover used to tell us
about what his, what a, a norally depraved
son-of -a-bitch he was--and Johnson probably
ordered himto do it, nowlet’s face it.

Um hum
So, ah, | don't, well you can't blane
Hoover . | " msure he didn't do it unl ess,

ah, Johnson asked to, but Johnson was t hat
kind of a man, he used the FBI as his own
private patrol, but God, we’ve been as
careful, 1've, |I've tal ked to Hoover any
nunber of tinmes, but we’ ve never ordered
anything like that. But he'll come in with
his little things.

(Sensitive Material Deleted)
Johnson, ah. ..
Huh?

...Johnson, used the FBlI to cover the, ah,
New Jer sey convention before he dropped out,
officially, he had all the del egates--

He di d?
That's right, which is kind of fantastic.
Sul l'ivan knows this?
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Un hum Sullivan is a wealth-of-know edge
and the nore I, you know, sort of generally
chat with himabout these problens, the nore
it cones out he's the man that can al so
docunent - -

Why did Hoover have a fight with hin? It's
a hell of a mstake for Hoover to do that.
Sul | i van knows too nuch

That's right, ah.

Way didn’t Sul livan squawk?

| think Sullivan probably is loyal to the..
...institution—

...the institution and doesn't want--

Sonebody over there is not, can he help you
find out who the hell is not? Isn't it a
possibility...

He advi sed- -

...the guy that--Tinme Magazine's | awer, you
don't think it's hinf

He specul ates, and, the speculation is
generally, is it's either Sullivan hinself,
Mark Felt, who is--

| know, the |awer says that.

That's right. Ah, and the other one is a

fell ow Tom Bi shop who i s now departed, who
was in charge of their public information

and where- -

Does he know about these things, Hoover
didn't tell people like that, about these
t hi ngs. ..

No.
...did he?

For exanple, the "68 thing, | try-, was
trying to determ ne who m ght know about
t hat .

Yeah, abh. ..
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Hoover, apparently...
Ah, | guess.

... Hoover apparently told Pat Coyne, Patrick
Coyne, who used to be on the NSC staff.

| know, | know, | believe, is he still
living?
| don't, | don't know t he man.

He told Pat Coyne?

He told Pat Coyne; Coyne told Rockefeller
Rockefeller relayed this to Kissinger, this
was one channel that mght have it in a
public domain. The other is when Sullivan
took the records, or all the docunents in
connection with this, ah, out of his office,
and out of the Bureau, he also instructed

t he Washington Field Ofice to destroy al
their records, which they did. Ah, Hoover,
incensed at this, that he couldn't
reconstruct, that he didn’t have the records
and couldn't get themfrom Sullivan, tried
to have the Washington Field Ofice
reconstruct them which they couldn't. As a
result of that novenent and flailing around
by Hoover, a lot of people in the agency
were aware of what had happened and it was
on the grapevine.

Oh, that's when it happened then, the night
Sullivan left, he took the records with him

He took the records with him
And that's the only records there were?
...and that's the only records there are.

He did it out of, uh, I nean, pissed off at
Hoover .

No, ah, he was doing it to..
Protect. ..
...protect, ah--
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...the Bureau.

No, he was doing it to protect the Wite
House and the peopl e over here.

Ch, oh, but for Christ sakes, Hoover,
mean, (unintelligible).

Hoover never got his hands on the records is
what happened. Sullivan has them Sullivan
had his, ah, his pissing match with Hoover
and then took themw th himat that tine.

| see.

And then he turned them over to Mardi an
ultimately.

| see.

And- -

That's how we got them
And t hen- -

Where's Sul livan now?

Sullivan is back at Justice in the Drug
Intelligence (unintelligible).

We owe hi m sonet hi ng.

W do. He wants to go back to the Bureau
and work on, ah, donestic, ah--

Wiy is it that Gay doesn't want hin®

| think Mark Felt has poisoned Gray on this
issue and | think once G ay--

Well, who in the hell, sonebody is doing
Mark Felt in. You know what, do you, do you
believe the Tine Magazine |lawer? 1Is Felt
(unintelligible), is he capable of this sort
of thing?
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Well, et me tell you where I, where el se
heard that from ah, was Sandy Smth, ah,

| had told, not, not the |awer but sonebody
else told Felt was his source..

Yeah.

...and this came to Henry Petersen,
Petersen's an old hand over there, as you
know, and, ah, bless his, soul, he's a
val uable man to us. Ah--

Yeah. Wat did he say?

Ah, he said that he wouldn't put it past
Felt but, ah, the other thing I was talking
to Kl ei ndi enst about this when | was over
there, he said if Felt is the source..

Yeah.

...and if we gets Felt way out of joint we
are in serious trouble.

' Cause he knows so nuch?
He knows so nuch
VWhat's he know?

| don't know, | didn't ask for specifics
wi th, ah, he said, one thing, he said he
coul d knock.

Does he know about Sullivan stuff?

Yes, he knows about that. | called Felt,
asked hi m what he knew about it and he was,
for exanple, very cool when I, | said

“There’s a Time Magazine story running,
Mark, ah, that in ’68..

Yeah.
or, or '69 and '70...
Yes.
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DEAN: and so on and so forth. He said, | "True or
false?” and, he said, "True” | said, "How do
you know that?" and | said, "lI’ve never heard
of that before." He said, "Well, if you talk
to Bill Sullivan, he'll tell you all about
it.” Wen he did he, sort of a general, he

pai nted a general picture about it. Ah, just
cool as a cucunber about it. Ah--

PRESI DENT: And what does he say about Tinme, again, how
does he, is he gonna stand up for the denial?

DEAN: He says, "John, " he said, ah, | said “First
of all, | don't, | don't believe this could
happen,” | was protecting us, as far as...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: ...doubting wrhat he had said. He said, “Wel
John, as far as |I'mconcerned, our, our phone
call is totally off the record, we never had
it,” so that's a good one to watch, just right
t here.

PRESI DENT: In other words, you can't blow the whistle on

Felt, just like you can't blow the whistle on
the son-of-a-bitch out there, the yeoman, in
t he Jack Anderson case, right?

DEAN: That's right, but there will become, ah, there
wll come a day when Gray's confortably in
t here, when other things cone past, that ah--
PRESI DENT: Li ke what ?
DEAN: I think that Gray called at sonme point when,
if this sort of thing continues, once he gets
t hrough his confirmation, | don't know why he
couldn't hinmself say "I’mgonna take a lie

detector test and |I'm gonna ask everybody in
nmy imedi ate shop to take one and then we're
gonna go out and ask some of the other agents
to take them..

PRESI DENT: Just for |eakage.

DEAN: “...as for | eakage, because this, this only
hurts, ah, this whole institution.”

(Pause)
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Where do you, ah, where do you stand on the,
how will we leave it on Kleindienst hears
with regard to the, that's what there, ah,
let me put it this way. You take the
responsi bility for Kleindienst, I'mgonna
keep Ehrlichman and Hal deman out of it--out
of their any relationship with Kl eindienst.
You shoul d have it only, but you' ve got to
wat ch himand brace him-, on the Executive
Privilege thing, that you, that you tell him
what the line is...

| have, | have..
...and where he's to stand.

| have told himand I've s-, | said "It's
gonna be inportant."”

Didn't he raise the idea of their hurrying
t he Executive Session refusal ?

No, he did not.

Al right. Be sure he knows what the, back
up position is, whichis (unintelligible),
as | understand it, if we went in there
under proper ah, ah, restrictions, allow,
uh, two commttee nenbers to cone down. |Is
t hat what you woul d do?

| think we wo-, ought, if I think we ought
to draw the line at witten interrogatories.
| think the position should be that you were
hol di ng not hi ng back, information w se.

That woul d be sworn.

That's right, that would be sworn, uh, you
can't be in a position of protecting any,
anybody around here.

That's right.

The information has to be available. But to
go up there and nake a circus out of the
appear ance of, of people--

Ri ght .
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DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

Uni denti fi ed:
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMAN

Ah- -

Good, well let nme say about ah, about Felt,
it sounds as if he knows, it sounds as if
maybe he' s--

Kind of watch it |ike a hawk, M.
Pr esi dent . ..

Yeah.

...and | just got to watch him ah, he's too
close to Pat Gray right now...

Yeah.
...for our interests.

Pat Gay is a little naive. (Sensitive
Mat eri al Del et ed)

Yeah. Well | think it's--

And he never ever has anything wong, find
out some interesting facts, but, ah, nothing

ever used. | nean we just were awf ul
careful. Joe Kraft, of course, should have
been bugged. | would think the

son-of -a-bitch is, ah, practically an agent
to the comuni sts.

Wel |, what you said about Bob and John t oo,
| think, as before the election, | tried to
only bother them or consune any of their

time when it was just absolutely essential.

Ri ght .

And | think that's the way it's been.
That's right, that's right.

He, ah

(Unintelligible) is here.

Fi ne, fine.

D d he buzz?
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PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

| buzzed tw ce, that neans they, for ‘emto
come in. (Unintelligible) buzz
(unintelligible) that neans.

Apparently the phones aren't working
properly.

Oh fine, sure, sure, sure, have 'em cone
right in. R ght there

(Unintelligible with noise)

Well, sir, I'll get that statenment on
executive privil ege.

| f you could, uh, if you could, uh, do your
best to, uh, if you could keep ne posted on
(unintelligible) everything that way you
need to but particularly with relation to
Kl ei ndi enst. Ckay?



