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TRANSCRI PT OF A RECORDI NG OF A
TELEPHONE CONVERSATI ON BETWEEN

JOHN EHRLI CHMVAN AND HERBERT KALMBACH

APRI L 19, 1973

‘Lol

Hi!

How are you?
" m
Good.

I'm |'m uh,
af t er noon.

Wher e,
At the jury.
Uh- huh.

...and I'm schedul ed at 5:30 this afternoon
with, uh, with Silbert.

Ch, are ya?

|"mpretty good.

schedul ed for two tonorrow

at the jury or the U S. Attorney?

Yeah. | uh, just wanted to run through quickly
Sure.

...several things, John, in line with our
conversation. I, | uh, got in here and, uh,

| ast night and there's a tel ephone call from
OBrien. | returned it and went over there
today. And uh, he said the reason that was--
for the call-- was La Rue had told himthat to
ask himto call ne to say that he'd had to

identify ne...

Uh--hm

...in connection with this, and, uh, and he
wanted ne to know that, and so on.

Did he tell you about Dean?



APRI L 19, 1973

KALMBACH:

EHRLI CHVAN:

KALMBACH:

EHRLI CHVAN:

KALMBACH:

EHRLI CHVAN:

KALMBACH:

EHRLI CHVAN:

KALMBACH:

EHRLI CHVAN:

KALMBACH:

EHRLI CHVAN:

KALMBACH:

EHRLI CHVAN:

KALMBACH:

EHRLI CHVAN:

No.

Wl |, Dean has, uh, totally cooperated with
the U S. Attorney in the hopes of getting

i mmuni ty.

Um hum

Now what he says, or how he says it,
seens to be able to divine.

Yeah.

But he's...

The whol e enchi | ada?

He's throwi ng off on Bob and ne heavily.
He i1s?

Yeah.

He is?

And taking the position that he was a nere
agent .

nobody

Um hum
Now, on your epi sode...
Yes, sir.

...he told ne before he left, so to speak, --
he, Dean--told ne that really ny transaction
with himinvolving you was virtually ny only
area of liability in this thing. And | said,
"Well John, what in the world are you talking
about?" He said, "Well | cane to you for
Mtchell and | said, uh, Mtchell needs noney.
Uh, could we call Herb Kal nbach and ask himto
rai se some?" And | said--and, and, Dea-- says
to nme--and you said yes.
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And | said, "Yes, that's right."And he said,
"Well, that does it." And | said, "Wll,
that's hard for ne to believe. | don't

under stand the | aw

Um hum

“...but | don't think Herb entered into this
with any guilty intent...

| know

"“...and I, | certainly didn't." And so | said,
"I just find that hard to imagine." Now since

then | have retai ned counsel.
Ch, you have?

Who is very good and who agrees with ne that
it is the renptest ki nd of nonsense.

Yeah.

But uh, the, the, point that | think has to be
clarified, that 1'mgoing to clarify if | get
a chance, is that the reason that Dean had to

conme to ne and to Bob where you were concerned
is that we had prom sed you that you woul d not
be run pillar to post by Maury Stans.

And al so, and, and also that you knew -- | was
your friend--and you knew | was the
President's attorney

Sur e.

...and never do anything inproper

Sur e.
...i1llegal, unethical, or whatever.
Ri ght .

And uh ...
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But the, the point is that rather than
Mtchell calling you direct, Mtchell knew
darn well that you were no | onger avail able.
Yeah.

Now this was post-April 6th, was it not?
Yeah.

Yeah.

April 7th.

Yeah. So that, uh, Mtchell and Stans both

knew that there wasn't any point in their
calling you direct because we had gotten you
out of that on the pretext that, uh, you were
going to do things for us.

That's right.

And so, uh, uh, it was necessary for Dean to
come to ne and then in turn to Bob, and, and
pl ead a very urgent case without really

getting into any specifics, except to say you

have to trust nme, this is very inportant. And,
uh, Mtchell is up his tree, or you know, |
nmean is really worked up" he didn't. use that

phrase--"but is, is really exercised about

this.™”

Um hum

| said, "Well, John, if you tell nme it's that
i nportant, why yes."

You know when you and |, when you and |

tal ked, and it was after John had given ne
that, that word, and | came in to say--ask
you, uh, "John, is this an assignnent | have

to take on", and you said, "Yes, it is." Uh,

period. And uh...
Umn hum
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...go forward. Then that was all that | needed
to be assured that | wasn't putting nmy famly

in jeopardy.

Sure.

And | would, | would just understand that, uh,
you and | are absolutely together on that.

No question about it, uh, Herb, that | would

never know ngly have put you in any kind of a
spot .
Yeah. Well, and when you and--when we tal ked,

you knew what | was about to do, you know-to
go out and get sonme dough for this purpose.
mean the humanitarian and

Exactly.
And uh. ..
It was a defense fund.
...and a defense fund.

Yeah, Yeah.

...and to, to, to support the famlies.
That's it.

Now, uh, the thing that was disquieting about

this thing with, uh, with OBrien was that,
uh, he said," there is a nmassive canpaign
evidently underway to indict all the |awers,

i ncludi ng, including you, Herb." And | just
was a little shocked at

Mm

...that. And | guess what, what | need to get
fromyou, John, is assurance that this is not

true.
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Vell, | don't know of any attenpt to target
you at all.

Yeah.

My hunch is that they're trying to get at ne.
The're trying to corroborate. See, what
they've said to Dean is that he gets no
consideration fromthem unl ess they can
corroborate Hal deman and ny liability.

God, if I, I can just nmake it plain that uh,
the--it was the humanitarian and no not hi ng
el se.

Yeah. And, and the point, uh, uh—that |
undoubt edl y never expressed to you-that |
continually operated on the basis of Dean's
representations to ne.

Yeah.

And | had the, uh

It was not inproper.

Ri ght .

And there, uh, was nothing illegal about it.,
Ri ght. See he's the house | awer.

Yup. Exactly. And | just couldn't believe

i n--you woul d--you and Bob and the President’'s
just too good, too good friends to ever put ne
in the position where |I'mputting ny famly on
the line.

Why of course.

And, uh, it's, it's just unbelievable,

un- - unt hi nkabl e. Now, uh, shall | just-1"Il|
just, uh--if I'masked by this Silbert, ["'lI
just lay it out just exactly that way.
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Yeah. | wouldn't haul the President into it...

Ch, no, no, no
If you can help it.
not. No.

thi nk the point that uh, uh—ahich I

make in the future, uh--if |I'mgiven the
that, uh, you are not under our

in any sort of a slavery sense...

I will

But uh, |
w |
chance
control

No, but

but that we had agreed that, ah,you would
not be at the beck and call of the Commttee.

And, and, of course too, that | respond only
on orders and, you know, on direction, and uh,
if this is something that you felt
sufficiently inportant and, uh, that-you were,
that you were as-,as-, assured was al together
proper, then | would take it on because |

al ways do it, and al ways have. And you and Bob
and the President know that.

Yeah. Well, uh, uh, as far as propriety is
concerned, | think we both were relying
entirely on Dean.

Yep.

| made no i ndependent judgnent...
Yep. Yep.

And | am sure Bob didn't either.
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No. And, | just--1"mjust--I just have the
feeling, John that, it, uh—+ don't know
whether this is a weak reed.Is it?

For who, Dean?

No. | mean this--for--1 nean are they stil
going to say, "Well, Herb, you should have
known?"

| don't know how you coul d. You,
make any inquiries.

you didn't

Never. And the only inquiries | made, John, was
to you

Yeah.

after, after | talked to, to John Dean.

And you found that | didn't know just a whole
hell of a |ot.

Yes, but you said this is sonething T,| have
to do, and |

Vel |, yeah. And the reason that | said that,
as you know, was not fromany | personal
inquiry, but was on the basis of, uh what had

been represented to ne.

Yeah. And, and to, uh provide the defense fund
and to, to take care of the famlies of these
fell ows who were, uh, then

I ndi gent .
...who had not then been found neither quilty
or not guilty.

But, and the point being here, wthout
attenpting them-to i nduce themto do a dam
t hi ng.

Absol utely not. And that was never—that was

exactly right.
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KAL MBACH: Now, can I, can | get in to see you tonorrow
before I go in there at two?

EHRLI CHVAN: I f you want to. Now they'll, they'll ask you.

KALMBACH: WIIl they?

EHRLI CHVAN:  Yep.

KAL VBACH: Well, maybe | sho-, nmaybe |I shouldn't.

EHRLI CHVM They' Il ask you to whom you' ve spoken about
your testinony. And | would appreciate it if
you woul d say that you talked to nme in
California, because at that tine, | was
investigating this thing for the President.

KALVBACH: And not now?

EHRLI CHVAN: Uh, well, | wouldn't ask you to lie

KALVBACH: No, | know

EHRLI CHVAN:  Uh, but the point is...

KALMBACH: Not --- but the testinony was in California?

EHRLI CHVAN:  The point is --- well, no. | nean your
recol l ection of, of, facts and so forth?

KAL MBACH: Yes, | agree.

EHRLI CHVAN:  See, uh, uh, | don't think we were ever seen

KALMBACH:

t oget her out there, but, but at some point |
amgoing to have to say that | talked to

O Brien and Dean and, uh, Magruder and
Mtchell and you, and a whole | ot of people
about this case.

Yeah.
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And so, uh, uh, uh, it, it would be consistent

Now, - -do you, do you feel, John--calling a big
shot here -- do you, do you feel, assured,

as you did when, when we were out there that,
that there's no culpability here?

Yes.
And not hing to worry about

And Her b,
after you.

fromeverything | hear, they're not

Yes, sir.
From everything | hear ...

vell, |1
J ust

(unintelligible) Barbara, you know, |

They're out to get nme and they're out to get
Bob.

My God. Al right. Well, John, 1'Il-it"ll be
absolutely clear that there was no -- there
was not hing, uh, |ooking towards any cover-up

or anyt hing.
Ri ght.
It was just strictly fromhumanitarian and, uh,

and | just wanted you, | just—when | talked to
you--1 just wanted you to advise ne that it
was all right on that, on that basis

On that basis.
to go forward.

That it was necessary...
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And that will
Ckay.

Al right.
Thanks, Herb.
Ckay.

Bye - bye.

be precisely the way it

is.
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