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MEETI NG AMONG THE PRESI DENT, JOHN
DEAN, AND H R HALDEMAN IN THE OVAL

OFFI CE, ON MARCH 21, 1973, FROM
10:12 TO 11: 55 AM

John, sit down, sit down.
Good nor ni ng.

Well, what is the Dean summary of the day
about ?

John caught nme on the way out and asked ne
about why Gray was hol di ng back on
information, if that was under instructions
fromus. And it, uh, it was and it wasn't.
Uh, it was instructions proposed by the
Attorney Ceneral, consistent with your press
conference statenent that no further raw
data was to be turned over to the...

Full committee.
...full commttee.
Ri ght .

And that was the extent of it. And Gay,
hinself, is the one who reached the
conclusion that no nore informtion be
turned over; he'd turned over enough. U,
so this is again Pat Gay naking deci sions
on his own as to how to handl e his hearings.
He has been totally unwilling all along to
take any gui dance, any instruction. W
don't know what he is going to do. He is
not going to talk about it. He won't review
it, uh, and | don't think...

Ri ght.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

...he does it to harmyou in any way, sir.

He's just quite stubborn and -- he's quite
stubborn; also he isn't very smart. You
know he and |- -

He' s bul | headed.
He's smart in his own way, but...
Yeah.

...but he's got that typical, "Wll, by God,
this is right and they're not going to do
it."

That's why he thinks he'll be confirmed,
because he thinks he's being, he's being his
own man He's being forthright, honest. He's
feels he has turned over too nuch and so
it's a conscious decision that he is harm ng
the Bureau by doing this and so he's not

goi ng to--

(Sighs) | hope to God that we can get off
(unintelligible) though today, this is
because the Wiite House told himto do this
and that other thing. And also, | told
Ehrlichman, | don't see why our little boys
can't make sonething out of the fact that,
God darn it, this is the, this is the, the
only responsi bl e deci sion you could possibly
make. The FBI cannot turn over raw files.
Has anybody nade that point? |[|'ve tried...
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Sam Ervin has made that point hinself.
Did he?

Uh, in fact, in reading the transcript of
Gray's hearings, Ervin tried to hold G ay
back from doi ng what he was doing at the
time he didit. Unh, |I thought it was very
unwi se. | don't think that anyone is
criticizing...

Vell, let's say --
your position on it.

Let's make the point, let's make the point
that the raw files cannot be turned over.
Vell, | think that point should be nmade.

That, that--

(Background noi ses) We are standing for the
rights of innocent individuals. The
American G vil Liberty Union is against it.
We're against it. (Unintelligible)
tradition, and it wll continue to be the
tradition that all files are -- 1'd like to
turn them (Unintelligible) Iet them see what
is in one.

How damagi ng- -

Any further word on, on Sullivan? 1Is he
still--
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Yeah, he's, he's going to be over to see ne
today, this norning, hopefully, sonme-tine.
Uh- -

As soon as you get that, 1'Il be avail able
to talk to you this afternoon.

Al right, sir.

"1l be busy until about one o'clock; after
that we can contact. Anytinme you're through
| would Iike to see whatever thing he has.
Vell, he' 5 got sonmething, but 1'd like-to
just see what it is.

Uh, the reason | thought we ought to talk
this norning is because in, in our
conversations, uh, uh, I have, | have the

i npression that you don't know everything |
know

That's right.

...and it makes it very difficult for you to
make judgnents that, uh, that only you can
make. . .

That's right.

. on sone of these things and | thought
t hat - -

You' ve got, in other words, |'ve got to know
why you feel that, uh, that sonething...

wWell, let me. ..

...that, that we shouldn't unravel
sonet hi ng.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

...let me give you ny overall first.

In other words, you, your judgnent as to
where it stands, and where we go NOw - -

| think, | think that, uh, there's no doubt
about the seriousness of the problemwe're,
we've got. We have a cancer--within, close

to the Presidency, that's growing. |It's
growing daily. It's conpounding, it grows
geonetrically now because it conpounds
itself. Unh, that'll be clear as | explain

you know, sonme of the details, uh, of why it
is, and it basically is because (1) we're
bei ng bl ackmai |l ed; (2) uh, people are going
to start perjuring thenself very quickly
that have not had to perjure thenselves to
protect other people and the like. And that
is just--and there is no assurance--

That it won't bust.
That, that won't bust.
True.

So, let nme give you the sort of basic facts
talking first about the Watergate; and then
about Segretti; and then about some of the
peri pheral itens that, uh, have cone up.
First of all, on, on the Watergate: How did
it all start, where did it start? It
started with an instruction to nme from Bob
Hal deman to see if we couldn't set up a
perfectly legitinmate canpaign intelligence
operation over at the Re-election Commttee.
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PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRES | DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

Hhm

Not being in this business, | turned to
sonebody who had been in this business, Jack
Caul field, who is, | don't know if you
remenber Jack or not. He was your original
bodyguard before

Yeah.

...they had. ..

Yeah.

...candi date, candidate...
Yeah.

...protection, an old New York Gty
pol i ceman.

Right, | know, | know him

Uh, Jack had worked for John and then was
transferred to ny office. | said, "Jack,
cone up with a plan that, you know, is a
normal infiltration, | mean, you know,
buying informa- tion fromsecretaries and
all that sort of thing." He did, he put
together a plan. It was kicked around, and,
uh, I went to Ehrlichman with it. | went to
Mtchell with it, and the consensus was that
Caul field wasn't the man to do this. Uh, in
retrospect, that m ght have been a bad call,
'cause he is an incredibly cautious person
and, and woul dn't have put the situation to
where it is today.
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Yeah.
Al right, after rejecting that, they said,
"We still need sonething," so | was told to

| ook around for sonebody that could go over
to 1701 and do this. And that's when | cane
up with Gordon Liddy, who-- they needed a

| awyer. Gordon had an intelligence back-
ground fromhis FBI service. | was aware of
the fact that he had done sone extrenely
sensitive things for the Wite House while
he'd been at the Wite House, and he had

apparently done themwell. Uh, going out
into Ell sberg's doctor's office...
Ch, yeah

and things like this. He' d worked with
| eaks. He'd, you know, tracked these things
down. Unh, and (coughs) so the report that |
got from Krogh was that he was a hell of a
good man and, and not only that, a good
| awyer, uh, and could set up a proper
operation. So we talked to Liddy. Liddy
was interested in doing it. Took, uh, Liddy
over to neet Mtchell. Mtchell thought
hi ghly of him because, apparently, Mtchel
was partially involved in his ev--conmng to
the Wiite House to work for, for Krogh. U,
Li ddy had been at Treasury before that.
Then Liddy was told to put together his
pl an, you know, how he would run an
intelligence operation. And this was after
he was hired over there at the, uh, the
Comm ttee. WMagruder called nme in January
and said, "I'd like to have you cone over
and see Liddy's plan.”
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

January of '72?

January of '72. (Background noi ses) Like,
"You come over to Mtchell's office and sit
in on a neeting where Liddy is going to |ay

his plan out." | said, "Well, I don't really
know as |I'mthe man, but if you want ne
there I'll be happy to." (Cears throat) So,

| cane over and Liddy laid out a mllion
dol I ar plan that was the nost incredible
thing I have ever laid ny eyes on. Al in
codes, and involved bl ack bag operations,

ki dnappi ng, providing prostitutes, uh, to
weaken the opposition, bugging, uh, nmuggi ng
teanms. It was just an incredible thing.
(Cears throat)

But, uh...

And- -

...that was, that was not, uh...
No.

...discussed with..

No.

...o0ther persons.

No, not at all. And--
(Unintelligible)

Uh, Mtchell, Mtchell just virtually sat
there puffing and laughing. | could tel
'cause after he--after Liddy left the office
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

| said, "That's the nost incredible thing
|"ve ever seen." He said, " | agree."” And so
then he was told to go back to the drawing
boards and come up with sonmething realistic.
So there was a second neeting. Uh, they

asked ne to come over to that. | cane into
the tail end of the neeting. | wasn't there
for the first part. | don't know how | ong

the neeting lasted. Uh, at this point, they
wer e di scussi ng agai n buggi ng, ki dnappi ng
and the like. And at this point | said,
right in front of everybody, very clearly, |
said, "These are not the sort of things (1)
that are ever to be discussed in the office
of the Attorney General of the United
States"--where he still was--"and | am
personal ly incensed."” | was trying to get
Mtchell off the hook, uh, 'cause--

| know.

He's a, he's a nice person, doesn't like to
say no under--when people he's going to have
to work with.

That's right.

So, I let, I let it be known. | said, "You
all pack that stuff up and get it the hel
out of here 'cause we just, you just can't
talk this way in this office and you

shoul dn't, you shouldn't, you should re-
exam ne your whol e thinking." Cane back--

Who el se was present? Be-, besides you--
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DEAN: It was Magruder, Magruder--
PRESI DENT: Magr uder .
DEAN: Uh, Mtchell, Liddy and nyself. | canme back

right after the neeting and told Bob, |

said, "Bob, we've got a grow ng disaster on
our hands if they're thinking this way.' and
| said, "The Unite House has got to stay out
of this and I, frankly, amnot going to be
involved init." He said, "I agree John."
And, | thought, at that point the thing was
turned off. That's the last | heard of it,
when | thought it was turned off, because it
was an absurd proposal.

PRESI DENT: Yeabh.

DEAN: Li ddy-1 did have dealings with him
afterwards. W never tal ked about it. Now
that would be hard to believe for sone
peopl e, but, uh, we never did. Just the
fact of the matter.

PRESI DENT: Vel |, you were tal king about other things.
DEAN: QO her things. W had so nany ot her things.
PRESI DENT: He had sone | egal problens at one tine.
DEAN: Now (coughs) - -
PRESI DENT: But you were his advisor, and I,
under st and how you coul d have sone, uh, what
cam -what are they canpaign |laws--1 knew

that was you, you have--Hal deman told ne
you, that you were heading all of that up
for us. Go ahead.
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DEAN: Now. (C ears Throat). So, Liddy went back
after that and it was over, over at, uh,
1701, the Committee, and I, this is where |
conme into having put the pieces together
after the fact as to what | can put together
what happened. Liddy sat over there and
tried to come up with another plan that he
could sell. (1) They were tal king, saying
to himhe was asking for too much noney, and
| don't think they were discounting the, the
illegal points at this, after--you know
Jeb is not a |lawer and he didn't know
whet her this was the way the gane was pl ayed
or not, and what it was all about. They
came up with, apparently, another plan, uh,
but they couldn't get it approved by anybody
over there. So, Liddy and Hunt apparently
came to see Chuck Col son, and Chuck Col son
pi cked up the tel ephone and cal | ed Magruder
and said, "You all either fish or cut bait.
Uh, this is absurd to have these guys over
there and not using them and if you're not

going to use them | may use them™ Things
of this nature.
PRES| DENT: When was this?
DEAN: This was apparently in February of '72.
PRESI DENT: That could be. Colson know what they were

t al ki ng about ?

DEAN: | can only assune, because of his close
relation-ship with...

PRESI DENT: Hunt .
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

... Hunt, he had a dam good idea of what
they were tal king about, a damm good i dea.
He woul d probably deny it, deny it today and
probably get away with denying it. But I,
uh, | still--

Unl ess Hunt - -
Unl ess Hunt, uh, blows on him-

But then Hunt isn't enough. | takes two
doesn't it?

Probably. Probably. But Liddy was there
also and if, if Liddy were to bl ow -

Then you' ve got a problem-1 was thinking
(unintelligible}the crimnal liability goes.

Yeah.
Ckay.

"Il go back over that, and tell (noise) you
where | think the, the soft spots are.

Col son then, then Col son then, do you think
was the, uh, was the person who...

| think he...
... pushed?
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

| think he hel ped to get the push, get the
thing off the dime. Now sonething el se
occurred, though --

Did Col son--did he talk to anybody here?

No. | think this was an independent

Did he talk to Hal deman?

No. | don't think so. Now, but here's the
ot her thing, where the next thing cones in
the chain: | think that Bob was assum ng

that they had somet hing that was proper over
there, sone intelligence gathering operation
that Liddy was operating. And through
Strachan, uh, who was his tickler, uh, he
started pushing them

(Si ghs) yeah

...to get sonmething, to get sonme information
and they took that as a signal --Magruder
took that as a signal to probably go to
Mtchell and say, "They're pushing us |ike
crazy for this fromthe Wite House.” And so
Mtchell probably puffed on his pipe and
said, "Go ahead." And never really reflected
on what it was all about. So, they had sone
pl an that obviously had, | gather, different
targets they were going to go after. They
were going to infiltrate, and bug, and do
all this sort of thing to a |lot of these
targets. This is know edge | have after the
fact. (coughs) And,
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

apparently, they, uh, they, they had, they
had after they had initially broken in and
bugged the Denocratic National Commttee
they were getting information. The

i nformati on was com ng over here to
Strachan. Some of it was given to Hal deman.
Uh, there is no doubt about it. Unh--

D d he know what it was com ng fronf
| don't really know if he was, sir.
Not necessarily.

Not necessarily. That -- not necessarily.
Uh- -

Strachan knew what it was from

Strachan knew what it was from No doubt
about it, and whether Strachan--1've never
wanted to press these people on these points
because it...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

DEAN:

...1t hurts themto, to give up that next
inch. So | had to piece things together.
Al'l right, so, Strachan was aware of
receiving information, reporting to Bob. At
one point Bob even gave instructions to
change their capabilities from Miuskie to
McGovern, and had passed this back through
Strachan to Magruder and, and apparently to
Li ddy, and Liddy was starting to nake
arrangenents to go in and bug the uh, uh,
McGovern operation. They had done prelim
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

They had never bugged Miskie, though, did
t hey?

No, they hadn't but they had a, they had,
uh, they'd...

(Unintelligible).
...infiltrated it by a, a, they had...
A secretary.

...a secretary and a chauffeur. Nothing
illegal about that.

| suppose you're--

Now, so the information was com ng over here
and then, uh, | finally, after --the next
point in time where | becane aware of
anyt hi ng was on June 17th, when | got word
that there had been this break-in at the
Denocratic National Commttee and sonebody
fromthe Commttee had been caught, uh, from
our Commttee had been caught in the DNC
And | said, "Ch, ny God, that, I can only",
you know, if, instantly putting the pieces

t oget her - - (Coughs)

You knew what it was.

| knew what it was. So | called Liddy, uh,
on that Monday norning, and | said, "Gordon”
- | said, "first, I want to know if anybody-
in the Wite House was involved in this."
And he said, "No." And they weren't. |

sai d,
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

"Well, I want to know how in God's nane-this
happened.” And he said, "Wll, | was pushed
W t hout mercy by Magruder to get in there,
get nore information--that the information,
it was not satisfactory. Magruder said,
"The White House is not happy wth what
we're getting. "'

The Wite House?
The White House. Yeah, Unh--
Who do you think was pushing hinf

Vell, I think it was probably Strachan

t hi nki ng that Bob wanted things, (cough) and
because because | have seen that happen on
ot her occasi ons where things have been said
to be O very prine inportance when they
really weren't.

Way (unintelligible) I wonder? |'mjust
try-ing to think as to why then. W'd just
finished the Moscow trip. | nean, we were--
That's right.

The Denocrats had just nomnated Mt G, M
Govern. | mean, for Christ's sakes, | nean,
what the hell were we--1 nean, | can see

doing it earlier but I nean, now |l et nme say,
| can see the pressure, but | don't see why
all the pressure would have been one then.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

| don't know, other than the fact that, uh,
they m ght have been | ooking for information
about

The conventi on.
...the conventi ons.
Vell, that's right.

Because, | understand, also after the fact,
that there was a plan to bug Larry OBrien's
suite down in Florida.

Yeah.

Uh, so, uh, Liddy told nme, that uh, you
know, this is what had happened and, and
this is why it had happened.

Liddy told you he was pl anni ng--where'd you
| earn there was such a pl an--from whon?

Beg your pardon

Where did you | earn of the plans to bug
Larry OBrien's suite?

From Magruder, after the, long after the
fact.

Ch, Magruder, he knows.

Yeah. Magruder is totally know edgeabl e on
t he whol e thing.

Yeah.
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DEAN: Al'l right, now, we've gone through the
trial. W've--I don't knowif Mtchell has
perjured hinmself in the G and Jury or not.
' ve never--

PRESI DENT: Who?

DEAN: Mtchell. | don't know how much know edge
he actually had. | know that Magruder has
perjured hinmself in the G and Jury. | know
that Porter has perjured hinself, uh, in the
Grand Jury.

PRES| DENT: Porter (Unintelligible).

DEAN: He's one of Magruder's deputi es.

PRES| DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: Uh, that they set up this scenario which
they ran by ne. They said, "How about
this?" | said, "Well, | don't knot. |, you

know, if, if this is that you're going to
hang on, fine." Uh, that they--

PRESI DENT: What did they say before the Gand Jury?

DEAN: They said, they said, as they said before
the trial and the Gand Jury, that, that,
uh, Liddy had cone over as, as a counsel and
we knell he had these capacities to, you
knoll, to do legitimate intelligence. W
had no i dea what he was doing. He was given
an aut hori zation of 250,000 dollars..

PRES| DENT: Ri ght .
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

...to collect information, because our
surrogates were out on the road. They had
no protection. W had information that
there were going to be denonstrations

agai nst them that, uh, uh, we had to have a
plan to get information as to what
liabilities they were going to be confronted
with...

Ri ght.

...and Liddy was charged with doing this.
We had no know edge that he was going to bug
the ARC. Uh--

Well, the point is, that's untrue.
That's right.
Magruder did know that - - -

Magruder was specifically instructed himto
go back in the DNC

He did?
Yes.
You know that? Yeah, | see. Ckay.

Uh, (pause)- | honestly believe that noose
over here knew that. | know, uh, as God is
ny maker, | had no know edge that they were

going to do this.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Bob didn't either (unintelligible).
Oh, but, you know, Unintelligible)
(unintelligible) Bob, Bob-- he wouldn't--

Bob I don't believe specifically knew they
were going in there.

| don't think so.

| don't think he did. 1| think he knew there
was a capacity to do this, but he wouldn't,
wasn't giving it specific direction.

Strachan, did he know?
| think Strachan did know.

They were going back into the DNC? Hunt
never entered DNC

Al right, so--uh, those people are in
trouble as a result of the Grand Jury and
the trial. Mtchell, of course, was never
called during the trial. Now --

Mtchell has given a sworn statenent?
Yes, sir.

To the Bureau?

To the Grand Jury --
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Did he go before the Grand Jury?

He had, we had a, an arrangenent whereby he
went down to, wth several of the -- because
it was, you know, the heat of this thing and
the inplications on the election' we made an
arrangenent where they could quietly go into
t he Departnent of Justice and have one of
The Assistant U S. Attorneys cone over and
take their testinony and then read it before
the Gand Jury. Unh--

That was (unintelligible).

Al though I--that's right. Mtchell \la5
actually called before the Gand Jury. Tile
Grand Jury would not settle for less. The
Jurors wanted him

And he went.
And he went.
Good.

Uh, | don't know what he said. Uh, so |'ve
never seen a transcript of the Gand Jury.
Now (si ghs) what, what has happened post -
June 17? Well, it was, | was under pretty
clear instructions (laughs) not to really
investigate this, that this was sonething
that just could have been disastrous on the
election if it had--all hell had broken

| oose, and | worked on a theory of

cont ai nnment . . .
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PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Sure.
...totry to hold it right where it was.

Ri ght

There's no doubt, I, I, uh, that, uh, | was
totally aware what the Bureau was doi ng at
all times. | was totally aware of what the

Grand Jury was doi ng.
You nean- -

| knew what w tnesses were going to be
called. | knew what they were going to be
asked, and | had to. There just--

Way did Petersen play the, play the game so
straight with us?

Because Petersen is a soldier. He played--
he kept me informed. He told nme when we had
probl ens, where we had problens, and the

li ke Uh, he believes in, in, in you. He
believes in this Adm nistration. This

Adm ni stration has made him Unh, | don't
thinly he's done anything inproper, but he
did make sure the investigation was narrowed
dozen to the very, very..

Pl i ght .

DEAN: ...fine...

PRESI DENT:

Ri ght .
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...crimnal things, which was a break for
us. There's no doubt about it.

He honestly feels that he did an adequate
j ob?

He, uh, they ran that investigation out to
the fullest extent they could follow a | ead
(coughs) and that was it.

But the point is, where |I suppose he could
be criticized for not-doing an adequate job
is why didn't he call Haldenman? Thy didn't
he get a statenent from Colson? O they did
get Col son?

That's right. But see, the thing is, is
based on their FBI interviews, there was no
reason to follow up. There were no | eads

there. Colson said, "I have no know edge of
this" to the FBI. Uh, Strachan said, "I
have no know edge of--" you know. They

didn't ask Strachan any Watergate questions.
They asked hi m about Segretti. Unh, they
said, "Wat's your connection with Liddy?"
and he just said, "Well, I, you know | just,
met himover there,” and they never really
pressed him They didn't you know, they--

| ook, Strachan appeared, uh, as a result of
sonme coaching, he could be the dunbest paper
pusher in the bowels of the, the Wite
House. All right, now, post-June 17th,
these guys imedi ately--it is very, very
(laughs) interesting --Liddy, for exanple,

t he Friday
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before--uh, on | guess it was the, uh on the
15t h, uh, 16th, uh, of, uh, June--had been
in Henry Petersen's office with another
menber of mny staff on canpaign conpliance
(laughs) problens, uh, joking. After the
incident, he went, he ran, uh, Kl eindienst
doom at Burning Tree Country Club and told
(laughs) himthat "You' ve got to get my nen
out of jail,"” which was kind of a--

Kl ei ndi enst said, "Now, you get the hell out
of here, kid, uh, uh, whatever you've got to
say, just say to sonebody else. Don't

bot her nme," and-- but this has never cone

up.
Yeah.

Uh, Liddy said, said that, you know -- they
all got counsel instantly and said that, you
know "she'll, we'll ride this thing out."
Al right, then they started waki ng denmands;
W' ve got to have attorneys' fees. Uh, we
don’t have any noney ourselves, and if-you
are asking us to take this through the

el ection.” Al right, so arrangenents were
made through Mtchell, uh, initiating it, in
di scussions that--1 was present-that these
guys had to be taken care of. Their
attorneys' fees had to be done. Kal nbach

al as brought in. Un, Kal nbach raised sone
cash. Un, they were, uh, you know -

They put that under the cover of a Cuban
Commttee or (unintelligible).



MARCH 21, 1973, FROM 10:12 TO 11:55 A M 25

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Yeah, they, they had a Cuban Comm ttee and

t hey had--sonme of it was given to Hunt's

| awyer, who in turn passed it out. This,
you know, when Hunt’s wife was flying to
Chicago with ten thousand, she was actually,
| understand after the fact now, was going
to pass that noney to, uh, one of the
Cubans, to nmeet himin Chicago and pass it
to sonebody there.

Way didn't she (unintelligible) maybe--well,
whether it's maybe too |late to-do anything
about it, but | would certainly keep that,
(laughs) that cover for whatever it's worth.

I I B
Keep the Conmittee.

Af-, after, well, that, that; that's the
nost troubl esonme post-thing, uh, because (1)
Bob is involved in that; John is involved in
that; I"'minvolved in that; Mtchell is
involved in that. And that's an obstruction
of justice.

In other words the fact that uh, that you're
you're, you're taking care O the wtnesses.

That's right, uh--
How was Bob i nvol ved?

Vell, th-, they ran out of noney over there.
Bob had three hundred and fifty thousand
dollars in a safe over here that was really
set aside for polling purposes. ills and
there was no ot her source of noney, so they
canme over here and said, "You all've got to
gi ve us sone noney."
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PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

DEAN: | had to go to Bob and say, "Bob, you know,
you' ve got to have sone--they need sone
noney over there." He said "Wat for?" And
so |l had to tell himwhat it was for 'cause
he wasn't about to just send noney over
there willy-nilly. And, uh, Jolly was
i nvolved in those discussions, and we
deci ded, you know, that, you know, that
there was no price too high to pay to |et
this thing blowup in front of the election.

PRESI DENT: | think you - should handle that one pretty
fast.

DEAN: Ch, | think--

PRESI DENT: That issue, | nean.

DEAN: | think we can.

PRESI DENT: So that the three-fifty went back ov-, over
her e

DEAN: That's alright. | think we can too.

PRESI DENT: Who el se is?

DEAN: But, now, here, here's what's happening
ri ght now.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.
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What sort of brings matters to the--this is
(1) this-is going to be continual black-
mai | operation by Hunt and Liddy and the
Cubans. No doubt about it. And MCord...

Yeah .

who is, who is another one involved. MCord
has asked for nothing. Uh, MCord did ask
to neet with sonebody, and it was Jack

Caul field, who is his old friend, who'd
gotten himhired over the-ret And, when,
when, when Caulfield had himhired, he was a
perfectly legitimte security man. And he
wanted to know, well, you know, (coughs) he
wanted to tal k about commutation, and things
like that. And as you know Col son has

tal ked to, indirectly to Hunt about
comutation. (Clears throat). Al these
things are bad, in, in, in that they are
probl ens, they are prom ses, they are
commtnments. They are the very sort of
thing that the Senate is going to be | ooking
nost for. | don't think they can find them
frankly.

Pretty hard.

Pretty hard. Damm hard. It's all cash
Uh- -

Lowell, | nmean, pretty hard as far as the
W t nesses are concer ned.
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That's right. Now, The blackmail is
continuing. Hunt called one of the | awers
fromthe Re-election Conmttee on | ast
Friday to nmeet with himon--over the
weekend. The guy cane in to ne, to see ne
to get a nessage directly fromHunt to ne,
for the first tinme.

Is Hunt out on bail ?
Par don?
s Hunt on bail?

Hunt is on bail. Correct. Unh, Hunt nowis
demandi ng anot her seventy-to thousand
dollars for his own personal expenses;
another fifty thousand dollars to pay his
attorneys' fees; a hundred and twenty sone
t housand dollars. Wants it, wanted it by
the cl ose of business yesterday. 'Cause he
says, "l'mgoing to be sentenced on Friday,
and |'ve got to be able to get ny financi al
affairs in order.” | told this fellow

O Brien, "You cane--all right, you came to
the wong man, fellow. |I'mnot involved in
the noney. Unh, | don't know a thing about
it, can't help you." Said, "You better
scranbl e around el sewhere.” Now, O Brien is,
OBrien. 1is, is a ball player. He's been,
he carried trenmendous water for us. Un--

He isn't Hunt's lawer, is he?

No, he is, he is our-lawer at the Re-
el ection Committee.
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| see, good.

So he's safe. There's no problemthere.

But it raises the whole question of Hunt now
has nmade a direct threat agai nst Ehrlichman,
as aresult of this. This is his blackmil.
He says, "I will bring John Ehrlichman down
to his knees and put himin jail. U,

have done enough seany things for he and
Krogh, uh, that they'll never survive it."

What's that, on Ellsberg? -

El | sberg, and apparently sone other things.
| don't know the full extent of it. Uh--

| don't know about anything el se.

| don't know either, and | (laughs) hate to
| earn some of these things. So that's, that
's that situation. Now, we're at the soft
points. How many peopl e know about this?
Hell, uh, well, let ne go one step further
in this, this whole thing. The Cubans that
were used in the Watergate were al so the
sanme Cubans that Hunt and Liddy used for
this California Ellsberg thing, for the
break-in out there.

Yeah.

So they're, they're aware of that. How high
their know edge is, is sonmething else. Hunt
and Liddy, of course, are totally aware of,
of, of it, and the fact that, uh, it was
rift out of the Wite House.
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| don't know what the hell we did that for.
| don't either.
VWhat in the nane of God did that--

M. President, there have been a coupl e of
t hi ngs around here that | have gotten w nd
of. Uh, there was at one tinme a desire to
do a second-story job on the Brookings
Institute where they had the Pentagon
Papers. Now |l flew to California because
was told that John had instructed it and he

said, "I really hadn't. 1It's- a
m si npression, that for Christ's sake, turn
it off." And | did. | cane back and turned

it off. Because, you know the, when you,
you know, if the risk is mniml and the,
and the gain is fantastic, it's sonething
else. But wth a lowrisk and uh, no gain,
uh, hey, it's just, uh, it's not worth it.
Vel | --who knows about this all now? All
right, you' ve got (clears throat) the
Cubans' lawer's' a nman by the nanme of

Rot hbl att, who is a no-good, publicity-
seeking, son-of-a-bitch, to be very frank
about it. He has had to be turned down and
tuned off. He was canned by his own people
cause they didn't trust him They were
trying to run a different route than he
wanted to run. He didn't want themto plead
guilty. He wants to represent them before
the Senate. So, F. Lee Bailey, who was the
partner of one of the, one of the nen
representing McCord; uh, got in and, and
cool ed Rot hblatt down. So, F. Lee B-,

Bail ey's got know edge. Uh, Hunt's |awyer,
a man by the nanme of Bittnman, who's an
excellent crimnal |awer fromthe
Denocratic era of Bobby Kennedy, he's got
know edge. Uh--
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Do you think, do you think, that he's got
sonme How nuch?

Wel |, everybody-not only, all the, all the
di rect know edge that Hunt and Liddy have,
as well as all the hearsay they have.

I (unintelligible).

Uh, you've got the trio | awyers over at the
Re-el ection Conmttee who did an
investigation to find out the facts.

Slowly, they got the whole picture.

They're, uh, they're solid, but they're--

But they know.

But they know. Uh, you've got, then, an
awful lot of--all the principals involved
know. Uh, Hunt--sonme people' s w ves know.

Sur e.

Uh, there's no doubt about that. Ms. Hunt
was the savviest woman in the world. She
had t he whol e picture together.

Di d she?

Yeah, it, uh--apparently, she was the pillar
of strength in that famly before the death,
and, uh--
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Great sadness. The basis, as Smatter of
fact (clears throat) there was sone

di scussion (unintelligible) uh, Hunt's
problens after his wife died and | said, of
course, commutation could be considered on
the basis of his wife, and that is the only
di scussion | ever had in that |ight.

Right. Uh, so that's, that's it. That's
the, the extent of the know edge. Now,
where, where are the soft spots on this?

well, first of all, there's the, there's the
probl em of the continued bl ackmai

Ri ght .

...which will not only go on now, it'll goon

when these people are in prison, and it wll
conpound the obstruction of justice
situation. It'll cost noney. It's
dangerous. Nobody, not hi ng--peopl e around
here are not pros at this sort of thing.
This is the sort of thing Mafia people can
do: washi ng noney, getting clean noney, and
things like that, uh--we're--we just don't
know about those (noise) things, because
we' re-not used to, you know -we are not
crimnals and not used to dealing in that
business. It's, uh, it's, uh--

That's right.
It's tough thing to know how to do.
Maybe we can't even do that.
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That's right. It's a real problemas to
whet her we could even do it. Plus there's a
real problemin raising noney. Uh, M tchel
has been working on raising sonme noney. Uh,
feeling he's got, you know, he's got one,
he's one of the ones with the nost to | ose.
Uh, but there's no denying the fact that the
Wi te House, and uh, Ehrlichman, Hal deman,
Dean are involved in sone of the early noney
deci si ons.

How much noney do you need?

| woul d say these people are going to cost,
uh, a mllion dollars over the next, uh, -
two years. (Pause)

W coul d get that.
Uh, huh.

You, on the noney, if you need the noney, |
mean, uh' you could get the noney. Let's
say- -

Vell, | think that we're going--

What | nmean is, you could, you could get a
mllion dollars. And you could get it in
cash. 1, I know where it could be gotten.

Uh, huh.
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| nmean it's not easy, but it could be acne.
But, uh, the question is who the hell would
handle it?

That's right, uh--
Any ideas on that?

Vell, I would think that woul d be somet hi ng
that Mtchell ought to be charged wth.

| would think so, too.
And get sone, get sone pros to help him

Let nme say, there shouldn't be a | ot of
peopl e running around getting noney. W
should set up a little--

Well, he's got one person doing it who |'m
not sure is--

Who is that?

He's got Fred LaRue, uh, doing it. Now Fred
started out going cut trying to...

No.

...solicit noney fromall kinds of people.
Now, | |earned about that, and I said, "M
God". ..

No.

..."It"'s just awful. Don't do it."

Yeah.
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Uh, people are going to ask what the noney
is for. He's working-- apparently he tal ked
to Tom Pappas.

| know.

( Noi se)

And Pappas has, uh, agreed to cone up witl a
si zeabl e anount, | gather, from
from..(Noise)

Yeah.

...Mtchell.

Yeah, well, what do you need, then? You
need, uh, you don't need a mllion right
away, but you need a mllion. |Is that
right?

That's right.

You need a mllion in cash, don't you? If
you want to put that through, would you put
that through, uh--this is thinking out |oud
here for a nonent--would you put that

t hrough the Cuban Commttee?

Urm no,

O would you just do this through a
(unintelligible) that it's going to be, uh,
well, it's cash noney, and so forth. How,
if that ever comes out, are you going to
handle it? |s the Cuban Commttee an
obstruction of justice, if they want to

hel p?
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Vell, they've got a pr-, they've got
priests, and they--

Wuld you like to put, I nmean, would that,
would that give a little bit of a cover, for
exanpl e?

That woul d give sone for the Cubans and
possi bly Hunt.

Yeah.

Uh, then you've got Liddy and--MCord is
not, not accepting any noney. So he's, he
is not a bought nman right now (Pause)

Ckay.
Al right. Let, let me, uh
Go ahead.

...continue a little bit here now. The, uh,
I, when | say this is a a grow ng cancer,
uh, | say it for reasons like this. Bud
Krogh in his testinony before the G and
Jury, was forced to perjure hinself. Uh, he
is haunted by it. Uh, Bud said, "I haven't
had a pl easant day on the job."

Huh, said what?
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He said, "I have not had a pl easant day on
ny job." Uh, he's tal ked, apparently, he
said to ne, "I told ny wife all about this,"
he said. "The, uh, the curtain may ring
down one of these days, and' uh, | may have

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

to face the nusic, which I'mperfectly
willing to do." Uh--

What did he perjure hinself on, John?

H s, did, uh, did he know t he Cubans? He
did. Uh--

He said he didn't?

That's right. They didn't press himhard,
or that he--

He m ght be able to--1"mjust trying to
think. Perjury is an awful hard rap to
prove. He could say that | (pause) hem
wel | , go-ahead.

(Coughs) Well, so that's, that's the first,
that's one perjury. Now, Mtchell and, and,
uh, Magruder are potential perjuries. There
is always the possibility of any one of

t hese individuals blow ng. Hunt, Liddy.
Liddy's in jail right now, he's serving his-
-trying to get good tinme right now | think
Liddy is probably, in his, in his own

bi zarre way, the strongest of all of them
Uh, so there's, there is that possibility.
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Vel |, your, your nmajor, your major guy keep
under control is Hunt.

That's right.

| think. Because he knows. ..
He knows so nuch.

...about a lot of other things.

He knows so nuch. Right. Uh, he could sink
Chuck Col son. Apparently, apparently, he is
quite distressed with Colson. He thinks

Col son has abandoned him Uh, Col son was to
meet with himwhen he was out there, after,
now he had | eft the Wite House. He net
with himthrough his Iawer. Hunt raised

t he question he wanted noney. Colson's

| awyer told himthat Col son wasn't doing
anything smth noney, and Hunt took offense
with that imediately, that, uh, uh, that

Col son had abandoned him  Uh--

Don't you, just |looking at the i medi ate
problem don't you have to have--handl e
Hunt's financial situation

I, I think that's--
...dam soon?

That is, uh, | talked to Mtchell about that
| ast ni ght--
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(Unintelligible)
And, and, uh, | told--

(Unintelligible) may--after all, You' ve got
to keep the cap on the bottle that nuch...

That's right; that's right.

...in order to have any options.

That's right.

Either that or let it all blow right now

Vell, that, you know that's the, that's the
question. Uh--

Now, go ahead. The others. You've got
Hunt... -

Al right, now we've got--

...you' ve got Krogh, and you've got--
Now we' ve got Kal nbach (coughs).
Yeah, that's a tough one.

Kal mbach received..

(unintelligible)
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...at the close of the, of the, uh, '68
canpai gn, in January of '69, he got a

mllion seven dollars, uh, a mllion seven
hundred thousand doll ars to be custodi an
for. That cane down from New YorKk. It was

pl aced in safe deposit boxes here. Uh, sone
ot her people were on the boxes, and
ultimately, the noney was taken out to
California. Al right, there is know edge
of the fact that he did start with a mllion
seven. Several people know this. Now,
since '69, he's spent a good deal of this
noney and, and, uh, accounting for it is
going to be very difficult for Herb. For
exanpl e, he's spent--oh-close to five
hundred thousand dollars on private polling.
Now t hat just opens up a whol e new thing.
It's not illegal, but, uh, it's nore of the
sanme sort of thing.

| don't think that poses a hell of a
probl em does it?

No, | don't think so. Uh--
Practically everybody does polling.

That's right, uh, it's not, there's nothing
crimnal about it. It was private polls.:
It was. ..

PRES | DEAL: Not hi ng- -

DEAN:

... uh, proper noney.
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The law didn't, the |aw didn't
(unintelligible)...
(Coughs )

polled all through the years.
That’s right-. Uh, he sent four hundred
t housand dollars, as he's described to ne,
sonewhere in the South or another candi date.
| assunme this was four hundred, uh, that
went . . .
Wal | ace.
...to Wallace. R ght. Uh; he has
mai nt ai ned, uh, a, a man, who | only | know

by the nane of

who did the,

"Tony",

| heard about that.

...other,

Yeah.

ot her odd jobs like that.

...uh, but closer. Uh, |

anyt hing that Herb has done that

who is the fellow
t he Chappaqui di ck study and. ..

Not hing illegal...

don't know of
is illegal,

other than the fact that he doesn't want to

bl ow the whistle on a | ot of people,
in a perjury situation.

find
el |,

hi nsel f
i f he,

and may

uh, he coul d--because he w ||
be asked about that noney.
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He will. What'll happen is, when they cal
hi mup there--and he of course has no

i munity, uh, they'll say, "How did you
happen--how did you pay M. Segretti?"

"Well, | had cash on hand" "Well, how nuch
cash did you have on hand?"
Ri ght.

Uh, where does he go fromthere? "Were did
you get the cash?”

Uh, huh.

A full series of questions. H s bank
records indicate he had cash on hand,
because sone of these were set up in trustee
accounts.

How woul d you handl e him then, John? For
exanpl e, would you just have him put the
whol e thing out?

(Draws breath)

| don't think so. | mean | don't mnd the
five hundred thousand dollars and | don't
m nd the four hundred thousand dollars...

No, that--
...for activities (unintelligible).

That, that, uh, that doesn't bother ne
either. There' s--as | say, Herb's problens
are. ..
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There's a surpl us--

...politically enbarrassing, but not as, not
crimnal.

Vell, they' re enbarrassing, sure--he, he
just handled matters that were between the
canpai gns, before anything was done. There
were surveys, et cetera, et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera, There is no need to
account for that. No law requires himto
account for that.

Right. Uh, now- -

The source of the noney, there's no
illegality in having a surplus, is there, in
cash afterwards?

No, the noney-it has al ways been argued by
St ans--cane from pre-convention

Pr e- conventi on.

For the--and pre-primary for the, for the,
uh. .

That's right.
... 68 race.
That's right.
It was just set aside.
That's right.

Uh, that, that all can be explained. |
think that the--
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Al right. How do your other
vul nerabilities go together?

The other vulnerabilities: W' ve got a, uh,
runaway Grand Jury up in the Southern
District.

Yeah, | heard.

They're after Mtchell and Stans on sone
sort of bribe or influence peddling...

On Vesco.
...with Vesco.
Yeah.

Uh, they're also going to try to drag
Ehrlichman into that. Apparent' vy,
Ehrlichman had sonme neetings with Vesco,
al so. Un, Don Nixon, Jr., cane in to see
John a couple of tinmes, uh, about the

pr obl em

Not about the Conpl aint.
That, there's uh--the fact of the natter is-

He canme about a job.
That's right. And, and, and, uh, |-
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

W're, it's--Ehrlichman's totally to bl ane
on that.

Yeah. Well, | think...
No White House (unintelligible).
No one has done anything for..
. Vesco.
. Vesco.
.matter of--not for the prosecutor.
No. (Coughs) The, uh--

Woul d Ehrlichman, incidentally, have to
appear there?

Before that Grand Jury? Yes. He could very
wel | .

Uh, we couldn't presune immunity there?
Not really. Unh, crimnal charge--

Crimnal charge--yeah. (Unintelligible) the
charge is, mnd you  Go ahead.

Right. That's alittle different. (Cears
throat) | think that would be dynamte to
defend, uh. ..

Yeah.
...against that.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Al so, he, he distinguishes it. He says,

"It's crimnal charge; I'll be glad to go
up." Use the Flanigan... -

Ri ght.

... anal ogy.

Ri ght, uh, (clears throat) well, that's,
that's pretty much the overall picture and
probably the nost troubl esone thing--well,
the Segretti thing. Let's get down to that.
| think Bob has indicated to ne he told you
alot of, of it, that he, indeed, did
authorize it. He didn't authorize anything
like ultimately evol ved.

Yeah.

He was aware of it. He was aware that
Chapi n and Strachan were | ooking for
sonebody.

Yeah.

Again, this is one that, uh, it is potenti al
that Dwi ght Cha-, Chapin could have a fel ony
charge against himin this, because he's--

Fel ony?

Fel ony. Because he has to, he has to
di sprove a negative. The negative is that
he didn't control and direct Segretti.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Wuld the felony be in perjury again? O --

Uh, no. The felony this, in this instance
being a potential use of the, one of the
civil rights statutes, for anybody who
interferes wwth a candidate for, uh,
national office--not in, interferes with
their canpaign in any way.

shy isn't (unintelligible) civil rights
statute be used to pick up any of these

cl owns that were denonstrating agai nst us,
t hen?

Vell, | have, 1've, |'ve argued that they
use that for that very purpose. Un--

Real | y?
Yes, | have. And, uh--

W were, those were, uh, that was
interfering with the canpaign. -

That's exactly right. That's exactly right.
But they--

The Segretti one, | think, uh, I'mnot as
con-cerned about that because it's so bad
the way it's been put out on the PR side,
then I think it will eventually end up on
the PR side very confused. And it'll fool
bad when that's attributed, but | don't, |
can't see the crimnal thing, (clears
throat) but | just may be wrong.



MARCH 21, 1973 FROM 10:12 TO 11:55 A M

48

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Vell, here, what really, what really bothers
me is that this, this grow ng situation--as
| say it is growi ng because of the, the

continued need to-provide support for the...

Ri ght .

... Watergate people who are going to
Yeah.

...hold us up for everything they' ve got
That's right.

...and the need for sone people to perjure

t hensel ves as they go down the road here.

Uh, if this thing ever blows, and we're in a
cover-up situation, | think it'd be
extrenely damaging to you, uh, and uh, the,
uh- -

The whol e concept of Admi nistration justice.
That's right, uh--
We cannot have- -

That's what really troubles ne. For

exanpl e, what happens if it starts breaking,
and they do find a crimnal case against a
Hal deman, a Dean, a Mtchell, an Ehrlichman?
Uh, that is--
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PRESI DENT:

DEALN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Vell, if it really cones down to that, we
cannot, maybe--we'd have to shed it in order
to contain it again.

(Clears throat) That's right. 1'mcom ng
down to the--what | really think is that,
that, Bob and John and John Mtchell and I
should sit down and spend a day, or however
long, to figure out (1) how this can be
carved away fromyou, so it does not damage
you or the Presidency. 'Cause it just
can't. And it's not sonething, it, you're
not involved in it and it's sonething you
shoul dn' t - -

That is true.

| know, sir, it is. Well, | can just tel
from our conversations that, you know, them
are things that you have no know edge of.

The absurdity of the whole damed thing...
But it--

bugging and so on. Well, let nme say I am
keenly aware of the fact that, uh, Col son,

et al, and so forth were doing their best to
get information and so forth and so on. But
they all knew very well they were supposed
to conply with the | aw

That's right.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

No questi on.
Uh- -

(Unintelligible) you think--you feel that
really the man, the triggernman was Col son on
this end?

Vell, no. He was one of se-, he was just in
the chain. He was, he hel ped push the
t hi ng.

Called himup and said, "we've got a, we've
got (unintelligible)” I don't know what the
Christ he would be doing. Oh, I'll bet you,
| know why. That was at the time of ITT.

He was trying to get sonething going there
because | TT--they were buggi ng us, | nean

t hey were

Ri ght .

...giving us hell.

Vwell, I know, | know he used, uh--
Hunt to go out there?

Hunt .

| knew about that.

Yeah.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

| did know about it at the tinme. | knew
that there was, there was sonething going on
there. ..

Ri ght.

.but | didn't know it was Hunt.

Right. Uh, that's what re, what really
troubles nme is, you know, (1) will this
thing not break sonme day and...

Yeah.

...the whol e thing--dom no situation
Yeah

You know, they just, | think if it starts
crunbling, fingers will be pointing, and--

That's right.
Uh- -
That's right.

Bob will be accused of things he has never
heard of...

PRES | DENT: Yeabh.

DEAN:

...and then he'll have to disprove it, and
it"ll just get nasty and it'll be a real,

uh, real bad situation. And the person who
will be hurt by it nost will be you and...
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

O course.
...the Presidency, and | just don't think--

First, because |I'm expected to know this,
and |' m supposed to, supposed to check these
things. And so forth...

That's right.

and so on. But let's, let's, let's cone
back and go further. Sure. Yes, indeed.
But what are your feelings, yourself, John?
You know pretty well what they'Il all say.
What are your feelings toward the options?

| am not confident that, uh, we can ride
through this. | think there are, | think
there are soft spots.

You used to feel confortable.

vell, | feel, | felt, | felt confortable for
this reason. 1've noticed of recent since
the publicity has increased on, on this
thing again, with the Gray hearings, that
everybody is now starting to watch out for
their own behind. Uh--

That's right.

Everyone's pulling in. They're getting
their own counsel. Mre counsel are
getting..
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Ri ght.

...1nvol ved.

Ri ght .

Uh, you know, "How do |I protect nmy ass?"
Well, they're scared.

They're scared and that's just, you know,
that's bad. We were able to hold it for a
long tine.

Yeah, | know.

Uh, another thing is, you know, ny facility
now to deal with the nultitude of people |
have been dealing with has been hanpered
because of G ay blowing ne up into the front

page.
Your cover's broken.
That's right and it's with, it was--

(unintelligible) cover. Al right. Now.
So on. So, so, what you really cone dozen
tois, what in the hell, in the hell wll
you do? Let's, let us suppose that you and
Hal deman and Ehrlichman and M tchell say,
uh, "We can't hold this". Wat, what then
are you going to say? Are you going to put
out a conplete disclosure? 1Isn't that the
best pl an?
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DEAN: Vell, one way to do it is to--
PRESI DENT: That'd by ny viewon it.
DEAN: One way to do it is for you to in-, tell the

Attorney Ceneral that you can finally, you
know, really, this is the first tinme you're
getting all the pieces together.
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REEL 2 BEGQ NS

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

(Noi se)
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

Uh- -
Ask for another grand jury?

Ask for another grand jury. The way it
shoul d be done though, is a way that-- for
exanple: | think that we could avoid, uh,
crimnal liability for countless people and
the ones that did get it, it could be
mnimal . REEL 1 ENDS

How?

Vell, | think by just thinking it al
through first, as to how sonme people could
be granted i mmunity, uh..

Li ke Magruder?

Yeah--to cone forward. Uh, but sone people
are going to have to go to jail. That's the
Il ong and short of it, also.

Who? Let's talk about that.

Al right. Un, | think I could, for one.
You go to jail?

That's right.

OCh, hell no. | can't see how you can. But,
| --no...

Wel |, because. ..

| can't see how, that--let nme say | can't
see how a | egal case could be made agai nst
you, J-, uh, John.

It'd be, it'd be tough, but you know, uh..
Vel | .
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

| can see people pointing fingers, you know,
to get it out of their own--put ne in the

i npossi bl e position, disproving too many
negati ves.

Ch, no. Uh, let ne say |I--not because
you're here--but Just looking at it froma
cold legal standpoint: You are a |awer, you
were a counsel --you were doi ng what you were
doing as a counsel, and you were not, uh,..

(Cears throat)

doing anything like that. You nean--hat
woul d you go to jail on (unintelligible)?

The obstruc-, the obstruction of justice.
The obstruction of justice?
That's the only one that bothers ne.

Vell, I don't know | think that one,
think that, | feel could be cut off at the
pass. Maybe the obstruction of Justice...

It could be a -- you know how -- one of the
-- that's, that's why -- (sighs)

Sonmetinmes it's well to give them..
(Si ghs)

sonet hing, and then they don't want the
bi gger fish then.

That's right. | think that, uh, | think
that with proper coordination with the
Department of Justice, Henry Petersen is the
only man | know bright enough and

know edgeabl e enough in the crimnal |aws
and the process that could really tell us
hot this could De put together so it did the
maxi numto carve it away with a m ni num
damage to individuals invol ved.
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(Noi se)

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Pet ersen doesn't know the whol e story?

No, | know he doesn't now. | know he
doesn't now. | amtalking about sonebody
who | have over the years grown to have
faith in. (Bangi ng noises in background)
(Clears throat) It is possible that he'd
have to, he'd have to, uh -- put himin a
very difficult situation as the Head of the
Crimnal Division of the United States
Departnent of Justice, and the oath of

of fice...

Tell me -- tal king about your obstruction of
justice role' | don't see it. | can't see
it. You're...

Vell, I've been a con-, | have been a
conduit for information on, on taking care
of people out there who are guilty of
crimes.

Oh, you nean |like the, uh, oh--the
bl ackmai | .

The bl ackmail right.

Vell, | wonder if that part of it can't be,
(pause)l wonder if that doesn't--let me put
it frankly: | wonder if that doesn't have to

be conti nued?
(Clears throat)

Let me cut it this way, let us suppose that
you get, you, you get the mllion bucks and
you get the proper way to handle it, and you
could hold that side.

Um huh.
It would seemto ne that woul d be
wor t hwhi | e.

(Cears throat)
Now we have. ..
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Wll, that's, yeah that's..

One problem you' ve got a problemhere. You
have the problem of Hunt and uh, his, uh,
his cl enency.

That's right. And you're going to have the
cl enency problemfor the others. They al
woul d expect to be out and that may put you
in a position that's Just...

Ri ght.

unt enabl e at some point. You know, the

WAt ergate Hearings just over, Hunt now
demandi ng cl enency or he is going to bl ow.
And politically it'd be inpossible for, you
know, you to do it. You know, after
everybody. ..

That's right.
| am not sure that you will ever be able to

deliver on the clenmency. It nmay be just too
hot .
You can't do it till after the '74

elections, that's for sure. But even
t hen. .

(Cears throat)

your point is that even then you couldn't do
it.

That's right. It may further involve you in
a way you shouldn't be involved in this.

No it's wong, that's for sure.

Vel |, whatever, you know, |, there've been
sone bad Judgnents nade. There've been sone
necessary Judgnments nade. Uh...
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Before the el ection.

Before the election and, in a way, the
necessary ones, you know, before the

el ection. There, you know we've, this was
to me there was no way

Yeah.

t hat uh. ..

Yeah.

But to burden this second Adm nistration
We're all inonit.

was sonething that, it's sonething that is
not going to go away.

No it isn't.
It is not going to go away, Sir.

Not going to go away, it is, the idea that,
uh, that, uh, well, that uh, that people are
going to get tired of it and all that sort
of thing...

Anything will spark it back into life. It's
got to be, uh, it's got to be...

Vell, it's too nuch to the partisan interest
of others to spark it back into life.

And it seens to me the only way that...
Who el se, though? Let's, let's |eave you

and | don't, | don't think on the, on, uh,
on the obstruction of Justice thing, | think
that one we can handle. 1, | don't know why

| feel that way, but I...
Vell, it is possible that I...
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

I, I think you nmay be overplaying, but who
el se, uh, who else, who else do you think
has, uh

Potential crimnal liability?

Yeah.

| think Ehrlichman does. | think that, uh,
| think...

Why Ehrlichman? Wat 'd he do?

Because this conspiracy to burglarize the,
uh, uh, Ellsberg office.

You nean, that, that is provided Hunt
br eaks.

Vell, uh, the, the funny, let ne say
sonet hing interesting about that. Wthin
the files...

Oh, | saw that. The picture.

Yeah, the picture. That, see, that's not
all that buried. And, while we can, we've
got, | think we've got it buried, there is
no telling when it's going to pop up. Un,
t he Cubans, uh, could start this whole
thing. Unh, when the Ervin Commttee starts
runni ng down why this nysterious tel ephone
was here at the White House, uh, listed in
the name of a secretary, one of these, sone
of these secretaries have a little idea
about this, and they can be broken down
Just. ..

Sur e

so fast. That's another thing |I m ssed,
m ssed in the cycle, in the circle. Uh,
Liddy's secretary for exanple, is

know edgeabl e. Magruder's secretary is
know edgeabl e.

60
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Sur e.
Uh. ..
So Ehrlichman on the, uh...

But what | amcomng to you today with is
don't have a plan of how to solve it right
now, but | think it's at the Juncture that
we should begin to think in terms of, of how
to cut the losses; howto mnimze the
further growth of this thing; rather than
further conpound it by, you know, ultimately
payi ng these guys forever.

Yeah.
| think we've got to | ook...

But at the nonent, don't you agree that
you'd better get the Hunt thing? | nmean,
that's worth it, at the nonent.

That, that's worth buying tinme on, right
And that's buying tinme on, | agree.

Uh, the, the Gand Jury is going to
reconvene next week after Sirica sentences.
Uh, but that's why | think that, you know,
that John and Bob have net with ne. They've
never met with Mtchell on this. W've
never had a real doom and out with
everybody, that, uh, has the nost to | ose.
And the nost, and it is the nost danger for
you to have them have crimnal liability. |
think Bob has a potential crimnal
liability, frankly, | think, in other words,
a lot of these people could be indicted.
They m ght never...

Yeah.

m ght never, uh, be convicted; but just the
t hought of
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PRESI DENT:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Suppose. . .

Suppose that they are indicted in this.
Suppose. ..

| think that woul d be devastati ng.

Suppose the worst, that Bob is indicted and
Ehrlichman is indicted. And | nust say,
maybe we just better then try to tough it

t hrough. You get ny point.

That's right. That...

I[f, if, if, for exanple, our, uh, our -- say
well, let's cut our | osses and you say we're
going to go down the road, see if we can cut
our | osses, and no nore blackmail and all
the rest, and the thing blows and they
indict Bob and the rest. Jesus, you' d never
recover fromthat, John.

That's right.

It's better to fight it out instead. You
see, that's the other thing, the other
thing. It's better Just to fight it out,
and not |et people testify, so forth and so
on. Now, on the other hand, we realize that
we have these weaknesses-- that, uh, (pause)
we've got this weakness in terns of-(pause)
bl ackmai | .

It's what, if we, you know, there, there are
two routes, you know. One is to figure out
how to cut the | osses and, and, and mnim ze
the, the human inpact and get you up and out
and away fromit, in any way, uh, in, in a
way that woul d never cone back to haunt.

Uh, that is one, one general alternative.
The other is to go (cough) down the road,
Just hunker doom fight it at every corner,
every turn, uh, don't let people testify,
cover it up is what we're
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real ly tal king about. Just keep it buried,
and Just hope that we can do it, hope that
we nmake good decisions at the right tine,
and keep our heads cool, uh, Ire make the
ri ght noves, uh...

PRESI DENT: And just take the heat.

DEAN: And just take the heat.

PRESI DENT: Now, with the second |ine of attack. You
di scussed this though I do want you to stil
consider my schene of having y--, you brief

the Cabinet, Just in very general terns
(unintelligible}in very general ternms, and
maybe sone, sone very general statenment with
regard to ny-investigation. Answer
guestions, and to, and to basically on the
question of what they told you, not what you

know

DEAN: Ri ght.

PRES| DENT: Hal deman is not involved. Ehrlichman..

DEAN: Ch, | can, you know., if, if we go that
route, sir, | can, | can give a show that,
you know, there's uh, we can sell, you know,

Just about |ike we were selling Wweaties on
our position. There's no...

PRESI DENT: The problemthat you have are these, uh,
mne fields down the road. | think the nost
difficult problemis the, are the, are the,
are the guys that are going to Jail. |
think you' re right about that. | agree.

Now. And also the fact that we're not going
to be able to give them cl enency.

DEAN: That's right. How long will they take? How
long will they sit there? | don't know W
don't know, what they’' Il be sentenced to.

There's al ways a chance. ..
PRES| DENT: Thirty years, isn't it? Maxinmunf
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

It could be. You know, they haven't
announced yet, but it, uh..

Isn't that what the potential is?

Uh, it's even higher than that. It's about
fifty years, with all the..

So ridi cul ous.

OCh well, you know, what's so incredible is,
the, these fell ows who, who, sh...

Peopl e break and enter, and so forth, and
get two years.

Vell, the other thing...

No, no weapons. No results. Wat the hel
are they tal king about?

The, the individuals who are charged with
shooting John Stennis are on the street.
They were given, you know, uh, one was put
on his personal recognizance rather than
bond. They've got these fellows all stuck
wi th hundred thousand dollar bonds. The
sane Judge -- Sirica -- let one guy, who,
who's (laughs) charged with shooting a
United States Senator, out on the street.

Sirica did?
Yeah. It's just, it's phenonenal.
| thought he was a hardliner Judge.

He's a, he's is Just a, a peculiar animl,
and uh, he set, set the bond for one of the
others -- | don't have all the facts, but he
set the bond for one of the others --
somewhere around fifty or sixty thousand
dollars. But still, that guy is in, but
didn't make bond, but you know, sixty

t housand dol l ars as opposed to a hundred

t housand dollars for these guys is
phenonenal .
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When coul d you have this nmeeting Judith
these fellows, as | think that tinme is of
the essence, in mny opinion.

(Cears throat)

Could you do it this afternoon?
Well, Mtchell isn't here, and...
Tonor r ow?

It mght be, mght be worth it to have him
conme down. And, now, | think that Bob and
John did not want to talk to, to John about
this, John Mtchell. And | don't believe

t hey' ve had any conversations wth himabout
it.

(Loud noi ses on desk)

Bob and | have tal ked about just what we're
tal king about this norning. | told himl

t hought that you should have the facts, and
he agrees. Cause we've got some tough calls
down the road if we...

Let nme say, though that Hunt
(unintelligible) (dragging noise on desk)
hard line, and that a convicted felon is
goings to go out and squeal (unintelligible)
(draggi ng noi se on desk) as we about this
(unintelligible) decision (unintelligible)
turns on that.

Well, we can al ways, you know, on the other
side, ore can always charge themw th bl ack-
mailing us, and it's. you know, this is
absurd stuff they're saying and... (Pause)

That's right. You see, even the way you put
it out here, of course if it all cane out,
it my never, it may not never, never get

t here.

(Hal deman enters the roomn
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(Loud noi ses on desk)

| was talking to John about this, uh, this
whol e situation, and | think we, uh, so that
we can get away fromthe bits and pieces

t hat have broken out. He is right in having
in, in, uh, recomending that, that, uh,

that there be a neet' no at the very first
possible tinme. Ehrlichman, and now
Ehrlichman's gone on to California but, uh,
is today, uh, is tonorrow Thursday?

Uh, he John doesn't go until Friday.
Friday. ..

Well, in any event, could we do it.
Thursday? This neeting: This neeting you
can't do it today, can you?

| don't think so. | was suggesting a
neeting wwth Mtchell...

Mtchell, Ehrlichman, yourself and Bob
that's all. Now, Mtchell has to be there
because, uh, uh, he is seriously involved
and, uh, we're trying to keep, uh, we've got
to see how we, uh, hole we handle it from
here on. W are in the process of having to
determ ne which way to go and, uh, John has
t hought it through, as well as he can.

do, | don't want Moore there on this
occasi on.
No.

You haven't told Mwore all of this, have
you?

Moore's got, uh, by being with ne, has nore
bits and pieces. |[|'ve had to give him

Ri ght .
because he is naking
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Ri ght.
judgnents that, uh...

Well, the point is, once you get down to the
PR, once you deci de what you're going to do,
then we can let himknow, and so forth and
so on. But it is the kind of thing, | think
what really has to happen is for you to sit
down with those three and for you to tel

t hem exactly what you told ne.

Um huh.
It may take himabout thirty-five or forty-
five mnutes. |In other words he knows,

John, uh, uh, knows about everything and

al so what all the, uh, what all the
potential crimnal liabilities are, you
know, whether it's, uh, what's it |ike that
t hi ng, what about, uh obstruction ,

Qobstruction of justice. Right.

So forth and so on. And, uh, the uh, I
think, I think that's...Then we've go to,

uh, see what the line is. \Wether the |ine
is one of continuing to, uh, run a, try to
run a total stonewall, and take the heat
fromthat, uh, having in mnd the fact that,
uh, there are vul nerable points there; the
vul nerabl e points being that, well, the
first vul nerable points would be obvious.

In other words, it would be, if, uh, uh, one
of the, uh, defendants, particularly Hunt,

of course, who is the nost vul nerable ny

opi nion, mght, uh, blow the whistle, and
he, he and his price is pretty high, but at

| east, uh, we should, we should buy the tine
on that, uh, as | as | pointed out to John.
Apparently...Wo, who is dealing with Hunt
at the noment now t hat

Col son' s(unintelligible) -

Vell, uh, Mtchell's | awer and, uh..
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Col son's | awer (unintelligible)
Col son's | awer, both.

famliar with him Hunt has at |east got to
know before he is sentenced that he's...

Wo's Col son's lawer? (Characterization
deleted) in his firn®

Shapiro. Right. Wuo lied to the, you know,
who just...The other day, he cane up and...

Col son's told himeverything, hasn't he?

Yup, | gather he has. Uh, the other thing
that bothered nme about that is that he's,
uh, a chatter. He canme up to Fred Fi el di ng,
of ny office, at Colson's going away party.
| didn't go over there. It was over at the
Bl air House the other night. And he said
to, uh, Fred, he said, "Wll, Chuck has had
sone mghty serious words, with, uh, his,
his friend Howard and had some m ghty
serious nessages back." Now, you know,
what's a | awyer how does he know what

Fi el ding knows? Cause Fiel di ng knows
virtually nothing. (Laughs)

Vel |, anyway.

That's, that's where your dangers lie, is in
all these stupid human errors devel opi ng.

That's very...
That's...that's...

Well, the point is, Bob, let's face it, the
secretaries know, the assistants know.
There's a lot of the, many of the damm
principals may be hard as a rock, but you
never know when they're going to crack.

But, so, we'll see, we'll see. First you've
got the Hunt problem That ought to be
handl ed.
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Yeah.

Uh, incidentally, I do not think Col son
should sit in this neeting. Do you agree?

No. | would agree.

Ckay. Unh, how then...who does sit and talk
to Col son? Because sonebody has to,
shouldn't we talk to..

Chuck, uh. ..
tal ks too nuch

(Sighs) I, I, you know, | like Chuck
(laughs) but, uh, I don't want Chuck, to
know anything that 1'm doing frankly.
(Laughs)

Al right.

| think that's right. 1, I think you want
to be careful not to give Chuck any nore
know edge than he's al ready got.

That's right.
Sure. Well...

| wouldn't want Chuck to even know of the
nmeeting, frankly.

Fortunately, fortunately, with Chuck, it is
very, I, | talk to him about many, many
political things, but | never tal k about
this sort of thing 'cause he's, uh, he's
very harnful, | mean | don't think... he
must be damm sure | don't know anyt hi ng.
And | don't. In fact, I'mrather surprised
at what you told nme today. From what you
said, | gathered the inpression, and of
course, your, your, your analysis does not
for sure, uh, indicate that Chuck knew t hat
it was a buggi ng operation for certain.
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That's correct. 1 don't have...
On the other hand, on the other hand that,
Chuck, Chuck denies that...

on the other hand, the other side of that is
that Hunt had conversations with Chuck, and
it my be that Hunt told Chuck that it was
buggi ng, and so forth and so on.

Um hubh.
|s that correct?

Un hum They were very close. They, they
tal ked too nuch, uh, about too many things.

Yeah.

They were intinmate on this sort of (coughs)
Vel | then Chuck. ..

There's another thing you can't...

Chuck has a problem Chuck | oves,

Yeah.

he | oves what he does.

Yeah.

He Iikes to talk about it.

He also is a nane dropper. Chuck m ght have
gone around and tal ked to Hunt and said
"Well, | was talking to the President, and
the President feels we ought to get

i nformation about this, or that or the other
thing," and so forth and so on.

Vell, Liddy is the sane way, and...
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and that and the other thing. I, | have
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PRESI DENT:
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

HAL DEMAN:

never tal ked to anybody, but | have tal ked
to Chuck and John and the rest and | am sure
t hat Chuck may have, Chuck m ght have even
tal ked to Hunt al ong those |ines.

| would...well, anything could happen.
woul d doubt that.

| woul d doubt that too.

| don't think he would. Uh, Chuck is a nane
dropper in one sense, but not in that sense.

Vell, then do you think...

| think he very carefully keeps the
President out of things. (Noise)

Ri ght.

Except when he's doing it, when he's very
intentionally bringing the President in for,
for the President's purposes.

He had the inpression though, apparently,
that he, he was the, as it turns out, really
is, the trigger man. Uh, may of damm wel |
have been the trigger man where he just
called up and said, "Now | ook here Jeb, go
ahead and get that information. And
(unintelligible) got to be a decision on it
at that tine. This is February.

Yes sir, | figure it was sone other...
It nust be the...l...it nust have been
after...

This was the call to Magruder from Col son
saying “Fish or cut bait.” Hunt and Liddy
were in his office.

In Col son's office?
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In Colson's office. And he called Magruder
and said, "Let's fish or cut bait on this
operation. Let's get it going.”

Oh, really?

Yeah. This is...Mgruder tells ne this.
O course. That..

Wl |, on the other hand...

Now wai t, Magruder testified
(unintelligible)

(Several voices unintelligible)

Chuck, Chuck, also told nme that, uh, Hunt
and Liddy were in his office and he nade a
call.

Oh, okay.

So it did, it was corroborated by the, the
pri nci pal .

Hunt - and Li ddy haven't told you that,
t hough?

No.
You haven't tal ked to Hunt and Liddy?

| talked to Liddy once, right after the
i nci dent.

|"msorry about that. All right, the point
is, the point is this, that uh, it's now
time, though, to, uh, that Mtchell has got
to sit down, and know where the hell al
this thing stands too. You see, John is
concerned, as you know, Bob, about, uh,
Ehrlichman, which, uh, worries ne a great
deal because it's a. uh, uh, a-, and this
is why the Hunt problemis so serious, uh,
because, uh, it-had nothing to do with the

canpai gn.
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Right, it, uh...
Properly, it has to do with the Ellsberg

thing. | don't know what the hell, uh..
But why. ..
Yeah. Wiy...l don't know.

What | was going to say is...

What is the answer on that? How do you keep
that out? | don't know \Well, we can't
keep it out if Hunt..if..you see the point
is, it isirrevelant. Once it has gotten to
this point...

You mght, you might put it on a national
security ground basis, which it really, it
was.

It absol utely was.

And just say that, uh...

Yeah.

that this is not, you know, this was...
Not paid with Cl A funds

Uh. ..

No, seriously, National security. W had to
get information for national security
gr ounds.

Vell, then the question is, why didn't the
CIAdo it or why didn't the FBI do it?

Because they were...we had to do it, we had
to do it, on a confidential basis.

Because we were checki ng thenf?
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Nei t her coul d be trusted
Well, | think...
That's the way | viewit.

That has never been proven. There was
reason to question their

Yeah.
Posi tion

You see really, with the bonbing thing and
everyt hing com ng out, the whole thing was
nati onal security.

| think we can probably get, get by on that.

| think on that one, | think you'd sinply
say this was a national security

i nvestigation that was conducted. And the
same with the drug field with Krogh. Krogh
could say I...if Krogh were to
if(unintelligible) he feels that-he
perjured(unintelligible) it was a national
security matter. That's why..

That's the way Bud rests easy, because he's,
he's, he's convinced that he was doing
it...he said there was treason about the
country, and it could have threatened the
way the war was handl ed. Unh, and by GCod...

Bud, Bud said this?
Yes

Well, Bud could say that and say this, it
does involve...it was a national security
and | was not in a position to divulge it.
Vel |l anyway, let's don't go beyond that.
W're...forget...but I do think now we, uh,
| nmean, there is, there is a tine, now when
you don't want to talk to Mtchell. He
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doesn't want to talk, and the rest. But
John is right. There nust be a, nust be a
four way talk here of the particul ar ones
that we can trust here. Unh, we've got to
get a decision on it. |It's not sonething
that...you see you got two ways, basically.
There are really only two ways you coul d go.
You either decide the whole God dammed thing
is so full of problens with potenti al
crimnal liability which is what concerns
me. | don't give a damm about the
publicity. W could, we could rock that
through, if we had to let the whole thing

hang out. It would be a lousy story for a
nonth. But | can take it. But the point
is, | don't want any crimnal liability.

That's the thing that | am concerned about
for nenbers of the White House staff and |
woul d trust for nmenbers of the Commttee.
And that nmeans Magruder.

Um

Let's face it. He's the one that's, uh...
| think Magruder is the major guy over
t here.

| think he's got the nost serious problem
Yeah.

Well, then we tal ked about yesterday,
you' ve,

got a, you got a question where your cut off

point is. There is a possibility of cutting it at Liddy,
Yeah.

But to acconplish that requires:

Requi res what ?

Requi res continued perjury by Magruder.
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Yeah. And it requires total...
commtnent. ..

Control, got total, got total control over
all of the defendants, which...in other
words (unintelligible)

The basic position...
They don't know anyt hi ng, beyond Liddy.

Uh, no. Qher than the fact, other 'hen the
fact that Liddy, they have hearsay, uh...

But we don't know about Hunt. Maybe Hunt
has it tied in to Colson. W don't know
that, though really.

No.
| think Hunt knows a hell of a |ot nore.
Yeah, | do too. And now what MCord..

You think he does? | amafraid you're
right, but, uh, we don't know that.

| think we better assune it. | think Colson

And he's playing hard ball, and he woul dn't
pl ay hard. .

I's he?

Yeah. He wouldn't play hard ball unless he
were pretty confident that he could cause an
awful lot of grief.

Real | y?
Yeah.
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He is playing hard boiled ball with regard
to Ehrlichman, for exanple, and that sort of
thing. He knows what he's got.

What ' s he pl anning on, noney?
Yeah, noney and. ..

Real | y

Oh, yeah. He's uh...

It's a hundred and twenty thousand doll ars.
It's about what, about how much, which is
easy. | mean, it's not easy to deliver, but
it is easy to get. Unh, now, uh (nine
seconds of silence) If that, if what, if
that, if that is the case, if it's Just that
way, then the thing to dois, if, if, the
thing all, uh, cracks out...if, if for, if,
for exanple, you say |look we're not, we're
not going to continue to try to, let's state
it frankly...cut our losses...that's just
one way you could go...on the assunption
that we're, we, by continuing to cut our

| osses, we're not going to win. That in the
end, we are going to be bled to death, and
it's all going to cone out anyway, and then
you get the worst of both worlds. W are
going to | ose and people are going to...

And | ook (unintelligible)

And we're going to |look |ike we covered up.
So that we can't do. Now. The other, the
ot her, uh, the other |ine, however, uh, if
you, if you take that line, that we're not
going to continue to cut our |osses, that
nmeans then ;e have to | ook square in the
eye as to what the hell those |osses are,
and see which people can...so we can avoid
crimnal liability. Right?

That's right.
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And that neans, we got to, we've got to keep
it off of you, uh, which I, which
(unintelligible) obstruction of Justice
thing. W've got to keep it off Ehrlichman.
W' ve got to keep it, naturally, off of Bob,
of f Chapin, if possible, and Strachan.

Ri ght ?

Um hum

And Mtchell. Right?
Um hum

Now.

And Magruder, if you can. But that's the
one you pretty nuch have to give up.

But, but Magruder, Magruder, uh, uh, John's,
Dean's point is that if Magruder goes doyen,
he' Il pull everybody with him

That's ny view.
s it?

Yup. | think Jeb, | don't think he wants
to. And | think he even would try not to,
but I don't think he is able not to.

| don't think he is strong enough, when it
really...

Well, not that' not that...

Vel |, another way, another way to do it then
Bob is to...and John realizes this...is to,
Pause) uh, continue to try to cut our

| osses. w we have to | ook at that course of
action. First, it is going to require
approximately a mllion dollars to take care
of the jackasses that are in jail. That
coul d be, that could be arranged.
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DEAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: That coul d be arranged. But you realize
that after we're gone. | nean, assum ng
these (unintelligible) are, they're going to
crack, you know what | nean? And that'll be
an unseemy story. Eventually, all the
peopl e aren't going to care that much.

DEAN: That's right. [It's...

PRESI DENT: People aren't going to care.

DEAN: So much history will pass between then and
Now.

PRES| DENT: In other words, what we're tal king about it
no question. But the second thing is we're
not going to be able to deliver on, on any
kind of a, of a clenency thing. You know
Col son has gone around on this cl enency
thing with Hunt and the rest.

DEAN: Hunt, Hunt is now talking in terns of being
out by Chri st mas.

HAL DEVAN: This year?

DEAN: This year. Un, he was told by O Brien, who
is ny conveyor of doom back and forth...

HAL DEVAN: Yeah.

DEAN: uh, that, uh, hell, he'd be lucky if he were
out a year fromnow, after the Ervin
heari ngs were, uh, you know, over. He said,
"How in the Lord's nanme could you be
comut ed that quickly?" He said, "Wll,
that's nmy commtnent from Col son."

HAL DEVAN: By Christmas of this year?

DEAN:

Yeah.
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See, that, that really, that's very
bel i eveabl e cause Col son

Do you think Col son could have told him

Colson is an, is an that's, that's your

fatal flaw, really, in Chuck, is he is an
operator in expediency, and he will pay at
the tine and where he is whatever he has to,
to acconplish what he's there to do. And
that's...l1, | would believe that he has nade
that commitnment if Hunt says he has. |
woul d believe he is capable of saying that.

The only thing you could do with himwould
be to parole himfor a period of tinme
because of his famly situation. But you
couldn't provide clenency.

No, I...uh, Kleindienst has now got control
of the parole board, and he said that now we
can, we can pull paroles off now where we
couldn't before. So...

Vell, parole...

Yeah, but Kl eindienst always tells you that,
and then never delivers.

Parol e, parole. Let's talk candidly about
that. Parole (unintelligible) in human
terms, and so forth, is sonething that

think in Hunt's case you could do Hunt, but
you couldn't do the others. You understand?

Wel |, so nmuch depends upon hoist Sirica
sentences. He can sentence, sentence in a
way that, uh, makes parol e even inpossible.

OCh, he can?

Sure. He can do all kinds of permanent
sentences. Yeah. He can be a, just a son-
of -a-bitch, uh, as far, as the whol e thing.

(Pause)
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O course, can't you appeal on a, on an
unj ust sentence, as well as on an unjust
convi ction?

You' ve got sixty days to ask the Judge to
reviewit. There is no appellate review of
sent ences.

There isn't?
Not that 1I..
The judge can review it, yeah.

Only the sentencing judge can review his own
sent ence?

Com ng back, though, to this. So you got
that...the, uh, hanging over. Now. [If, uh,
you see if you let it hang there, the point
is you could let all or only part...The
point is, your feeling is that we just can't
continue to, to pay the blackmail of these
guys?

| think that's our greatest jeopardy.
Yeah.

Now, let ne tell you, it's

"Cause that is...

no problem we could, we could get the
noney. There is no problemin that. W
can't provide the clenency. The noney can
be provided. Mtchell could provide the way
to deliver it. That could be done. See
what | nean?

But, Mtchell says he can't, doesn't he?
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Mtchell says that, uh...well,
Mtch...that's, it's, you know, there has
been an interesting thing, uh, phenonena al
the way along on this, is that there have
been a | ot of people having to pull oars and
not everybody pulls themall the sane tine,

t he sane way, because their devel oped self-

i nterests.

What John is saying is that everybody smles
at Dean and says, "Well, you better get
sonet hi ng done about it."

That's right
(Unintel ligible)
And Mtch..., Mtchell is |eaving Dean

hangi ng out on a...None of us, well maybe
we' re doing the sanme thing to you.

That's right.

But I...let ne say that, that | don't see
how there's any way that you can have the
Wit e House, or anybody presently in the
White House, involved in trying to gin out
of this noney.

W are al ready deeply enough in that.
That's the problem Bob.

| thought you said you could handle the
noney?

Vell, in fact, that, uh, when..
Kal mbach?

Wl |, Kal nbach, uh, was a...
He's not the one

No, but when they ran out of that noney, as
you know, they cane after the three-fifty
t hat was over here.
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And they used that, right?

And | had to explain what it was (Il aughs)
for, uh, before | could get the noney.

Vell, you said..
Now, they...now, that...they...

That was put, that was, that was...in the
first place, that was put back to LaRue.

That's right.

where it belonged. It wasn't all returned
inalunp sum It was put back in pieces.

That's right.

And then LaRue used it for this other
pur pose?

That's right.

Vell, | think they can get that.

And the bal ance was all returned to LaRue.
That's right.

The problemis we don't have any receipt for
that, do we. W have no way of proving
t hat .

(Pause)
I (unintelligible)

And | think, | think that was because, you
know, of self-interest over there. Mtchel
shoul d. . .

Mtchell told LaRue not to take it at all.
That's right.
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DEAN:

This is what you told ne.

That's right. And then you don't give them
a receipt.

Vel l, then, but what happened? LaRue tool
it, and then what?

Vell, it was sent back to hi mbecause we
Just couldn't continue pieceneal giving, you
know, | ask it...Every tinme | asked for it,

| had to tell Bob | needed sone, or
sonething like that...

Yeah

and he had to get Gordon Strachan to go up
to his safe and take it out and take it over
to LaRue.

Yeah.
This was just a forever operation.

Then what? Wiy didn't they take it all to
hi nf

| think it's sent over with him

Vell, we had been trying to get a way to get
t hat noney back out of here anyway.

Sur e.

And what this was supposed to be was | oans.
This was. ..

Yeah

i mredi at e cash needs that was going to be
re..., replenished. And Mtchell was
arguing "You can't take the three-fifty back
till it's all replenished.” Isn't that
right?

That' s right. Wll--in the, uh...
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And then they never replenished it, so we
just gave it all back anyway.

| have a feeling we could handl e this one.
vell. ..

Well, first of all, they'd have a hell of a
time proving it. Uh, that's one thing.
Uh. ..

Yeah, yeah...l just have a feeling on it.
But let's now cone back to the noney, a
mllion dollars, and so forth and so on.

Let me say that | think you could get that
in cash, and I know noney is hard, but there
are ways. That could be (unintelligible).
But the point is, uh, what would you do on
that...Let's, let's ook at the hard facts.

| nean, that's been very interesting. That
has been, thus far, the nost difficult
probl em

Wy ?

They have been that's why these fell ows have
been on or off the reservation all the way
al ong.

So the hard place is this. Your, your
feeling at the present tinme is the hell with

the mllion dollars. 1In other words, you
say to these fellows, "I amsorry, it is al
off," and let themtalk. R ght?

Vell. ..

That, that's the way to do it, isn't it?
That . ..
If you want to do it clean (unintelligible)
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See, then when you do it, it's a way you can
live with. Because the problemw th the

bl ackmai |, and that's the thing we kept
raising wwth you 'hen you said there's a
noney problem when are need twenty thousand
or a hundred thousand or sonething, was
yeah, that's what you need today. But what
do you need tonorrow and next year and five
years from now

How | ong?

Vell, that was just to get us through
Novenber seventh, though.

| recognize that's what we had to give
Ri ght .
to Novenber seventh. There's no question.

Except they could have sold...these fellows
coul d have sold out to the Denocrats for a
fantasti c anount.

Yeah, these fellows but of course, you know,
these fellows, though, as far as that plan
was concer ned.

But what is there?

As far as what happened up to this tinme, our
cover there is just going to be the Cuban
Commttee did this for themup through the
el ection.

Vell, yeah. W can put that together, That
isn"t, of course, quite the way it happened,
but, uh...

| know, but it's the way it's going to have
t o happen.

It's going to have to happen.
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That's right. Finally, though, so you |et
it go. So what happens is then they go out
and, uh, and they'll start blow ng the

whi stl e on everybody else. 1Isn't that what
it really gets down to?

Um hum

So that, that would be the, the clean way,
Ri ght ?

Uh, ...

s that really you're..you, you really go so
far as to recommend that?

That...no, | wouldn't. | don't think,
don't think necessarily that's the cl eanest
way. One of the..l think that's what we all
need to discuss; is there sonme way that we
can get our story before a grand jury, and
so, that they can have, have really

i nvestigated the Wiite House on this...
mean, and | nust, | nust be perfectly
honest, | haven't really thought through
that alternative. W've been, you know,
been so busy. (Background noi se)

John
on the other contai nnent situation
John Ehrlichman, of course, has raised the

poi nt of another grand jury. | just don't
know how you're going to do it. On what
basis. I, I could call for it, but I...

That would be, | would think, uh...

The President takes the |eadership and says,
"Now, in viewof all this, uh, stripped |Iand

and so forth, | understand this, but I, |
think I want another grand jury proceeding
and, and we'll have the White House appear

before them" Is that right John?
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Uh huh.

That's the point you see. That woul d nake
the difference. (Noise banging on desk) |
want everybody in the Wiite House call ed.
And that, that gives you the, a reason not
to have to go up before the (unintelligible)

Cbnn?tteg. It puts it in a, in an executive
session in a sense.

Ri ght.

Ri ght.

Uh, well...

And there'd be sone rul es of evidence.
aren't there?

There are rul es of evidence.
Bot h evi dence and you have | awers a

So you are in a hell of a lot better
position than you are up there.

No, you can't have a | awer before a grand
jury.

Ch, no. That's right.

You can't have a | awer before a grand Jury.

Ckay, but you, but you, you do have rul es of
evidence. You can refuse to talk.

You can take the Fifth Amendnent.
That's right. That's right.

You can say you forgot, too, can't you?
Sure. -

That's right.
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But you can't...you're...very high risk in
perjury situation.

That's right. Just be dammed sure you say |
don't...

Yeah. ..

remenber; | can't recall, | can't give any
honest, an answer to that that | can recall.
But that's it.

You have the sanme perjury thing on the Hill
don't you?

That’s right.
Oh hel I, yes.

And, and they'll be doing things on
(unintelligible)

My point is, though..
which is a hell of a lot worse to deal with.
That's right.

The grand jury thing has its, uh, uh, uh
view of this they mght, uh. Suppose we
have a grand jury proceeding. Wuld that,
woul d that, what would that do to the Ervin
thing? Wuld it go right ahead any way?

Probabl y.
If you do it in executive..

But then on that score, though, we
have...let ne Just, uh, run by that,
that...you do that on a grand jury, we could
then have a nmuch better cause in terns of
saying "Look this is a grand jury, in which,
uh, the prosecutor..." How about a speci al
prosecutor? W could use Peterson, or use
anot her one. You see he is probably
suspect. Whuld you call...
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No.
i n anot her prosecutor?

I"d like to have Petersen on our side,
advi sing us (laughs) frankly.

Frankly, well, Petersen is honest. |Is
anybody about to be, question him are they?

No, no, but he'll get a barrage when, uh,
these Watergate hearings start.

Yes, but he can go up and say that he's he's
been told to go further in the Gand Jury
and go into this and that, and the other
thing. Call everybody in the Wite House.

| want themto cone. | |eant the, uh, uh,
to go to the Gand Jury.

This may result...this nay happen even
wi thout our calling for it, when, uh, when
t hese, uh...

Vesco?

No. Well, that's one possibility. But

al so, when these people go back before the
Grand Jury, here, they are going to pull al

t hese crimnal defendants back in before the
Grand Jury and i nmuni ze t hem

And i muni ze them Wy? Wwo? Are you going
to...on what?

Uh, the U S
To do what ?

To tal k about anything further they want to
tal k about.

Attorney's Ofice wll.

Yeah. Wiat do they gain out of it?
Not hi ng.
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To hell with then.

They, they're going to stonewall it, uh, as
it now stands. Except for Hunt. That's
why, that's the leverage in his threat.

This is Hunt's opportunity.
This is Hunt's opportunity.
That's why, that's why...

God, if he can lay this...

that's why your, for your immediate thing
you' ve got no choice with Hunt but the
hundred and twenty or whatever it is.

Ri ght ?

That's right.

Wul d you agree that that's a buy tinme
thing, you better damm well get that done,
but fast?

| think he ought to be given sone signa
anyway, to, to...

Yes.
Yeah. ..you know.

Vwell, for Christ's sakes, get it fir, a, in
a way that, uh (pause) who's, who's going to
talk to hin? Colson? He's the one who's
supposed to know him

Vel |, Col son doesn't have any noney though.
That's the thing. That's been our, one of
the real problens. They have, uh, been
unable to raise any noney. A mllion
dollars in cash, or, or the like, has been
Just a very difficult problemas we've

di scussed before. Apparently, Mtchell has
tal ked to Pappas, and | called him
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| ast...John asked ne to call himlast night
after our discussion and after you'd net
with John to see where that was. And I, |
said, "Have you talked to, to Pappas?" He
was at hone, and Martha picked up the phone
so it was all in, in code. "D d you talk to
the G eek?" And he said, uh, "Yes, | have."
And | said, "Is the G eek bearing gifts?" He

said, ""tell, I "'ant to call you tonorrow
on that."
Well, look, uh, what is it that you need on

that, uh, when, uh, uh? Now | ook
(unintelligible) I am uh unfamliar with
t he noney situation.

Well that, you knowit, it sounds easy to
do, apparently, until, uh, everyone is out
there doing it and that's where our
br eakdown has, has cone every tine.

Vell, if you had it, where would you, how
woul d you get it to sonebody?

Vell, I, uh, | gather LaRue just |leaves it
in mail boxes and things |ike that, and
tells Hunt to go pick it up. Soneone phones
Hunt and tells himto pick it up. As | say’
we're a bunch of amateurs in that business.

That was the thing that we thought M tchel
ought to be able to know holy to find sone-
body who could do all that sort of thing,
because none of us know how to.

That's right. You got to wash noney and al
that sort, you know, if you get a hundred

t housand out of a bank, and it all cones in
serialized bills, and...

OCh, | under st and.

And that neans you have to go to Vegas with
it or a bookmaker in '"few York City, and
|"ve learned all these things after the
fact, it's (laughs) great shape for the next
time around.
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(Laughter)

Jesus.
Well, the main point nowis, the people who
will need the noney (unintelligible) well of

course, you' ve got the surplus fromthe
canpai gn. That we have to -account for
But if there's any ot her noney hangi ng

around. ..

Vel |, but what about all the, what about the
noney we noved back out of the...here?

Apparently, there's sone there. That m ght
be what they can use. Uh, | don't know how
much is left.

Kal mbach nust have sone, doesn't he?
Kal mbach doesn't have a cent.

He doesn't?

See the new | aw. ..

No, see that three-fifty that we noved out
was all we saved. Because they were afraid
to because of this...that's what | nean;
that's the trouble. W are so God damed
square that (laughs) we'd get caught on
ever yt hi ng.

Vell, could | suggest that this though, uh,
now, let ne, let, let me go back around
(unintelligible) They will then,
uh...(unintelligible)

Be careful ...

The, uh (pause) the grand jury thing has
appeal. CQuestion is, uh...it, it at |east
says that we are cooperating

Vell. ..

with the Gand Jury.
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Once we, once we start doom any route that
i nvolves the crimnal justice system..

Yeah.

you, you've got to have full appreciation of
there is really no control over that.

No sir.

Uh, while we did, uh, we had a, an amazing
job of...

Yeah, | know.
keeping the thing on the track before...
Straight.

while the FBI was out there, all that...and
t hat was, uh, only because...

Ri ght

| had a (unintelligible) of where they were
goi ng.

(unintelligible) Rrght. R ght. But you
haven't got that now because everybody el se
is going to have a |awer. Let's take the

new Grand Jury. Uh, the nest Grand Jury
woul d call Magruder again, wouldn't it?

But, based on what information it woul d?
For exanpl e, what hangers if Dean goes in
and gives a story, you know, that here is

the way it all cane about. It eras supposed
to be a legitimate operation and it
obvi ously got off the track. | heard of

these horribles, told Hal deman that we

shoul dn't be involved in it. Then
Magruder's going to have to be called in and
guesti oned about all those neetings again
and the like. And it begins to... again
he' Il begin to change his story as to what
he told the Grand Jury the last tine.
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Vell. ..
That way, he's in a perjury situation.

Except, that's the best | everage you' ve got
on Jeb...is that he's got to keep his story
straight or he's in real trouble.

That's right.

Unl ess they get smart and give himimmunity.
I f they, imunize .Jeb, then you haste an
i nteresting probl em (pause)

(Tappi ng on desk)

He woul dn't

Vll, | think we have..
(Unintelligible) inmmunity

we have control, we have control over who
gets i mmuni zed.

Do we?

Yeah, | think they wouldn't do that w thout
our. .

But you see, the Grand Jury proceedi ng
(unintelligible) sort of thing, you can go
down that road and then...if...if they
had...Il'mjust thinking of now how the
President | ooks. W would be cooperating.
We woul d be cooperating through the G and
Jury. Everybody woul d be behind us. That's
the proper way to do this. It should be
done through a grand jury, not up there in
the kleig lights of the Commttee, or..

That's right.
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Nobody's questioning if it's a grand jury,
and so forth. So, and then we woul d insi st
on executive privilege before the Commttee,
flat out say, "No we won't do that. W’re
not going to do it. Matter before a grand
jury” and that's that. You see...

Al'l right, then you go to the next step.
Wuld we then...the Gand Ju.., the G and
Jury nmeet in executive session?

Yes sir, they're..

Al ways. . .

secret sessions, they're secret.
Secret session...

Secret. ..

Al'l right, then would we agree to rel ease
our statement, our Gand Jury transcripts?

That's not, that's not for our...we don't,
have the authority to do that. That's up to
the Court and the Court, thus far, has not
rel eased the ones fromthe last Grand Jury.

They usually are not.

It would be highly unusual for a grand fury
to come out. Wat should happen is...

But a lot of the stuff fromthe Gand Jury
cane out.

Leaks. Well...

It cane out of the U S. Attorney's
Ofice...

Yeah.



MARCH 21, 1973 FROM 10:12 TO 11:55 A M

97

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

nore than the, the Grand Jury. W don't
know. Sone of the Gand Jurors may have
| eaked. . .

Ri ght, right.
it, but they were...

Bob, it's not so bad. It's just not the
bad...or the worst place. But...

Well, what | was. | was going the other way
there. | was going to...it mght be to our

interest to get it out.

Well, we, we could easily do that. Leak out
certain stuff. W could pretty nuch contro
that. W’ ve got nuch nore control there.
Now t he ot her possibility is not to go to
the Gand Jury. Then you've got three
things. (1) You Just say, "The hell wth
it, we can't raise the noney, sorry Hunt,
you can say what you want." And so Hunt

bl ows the whistle. Right?

Ri ght.

Al right, if that happens, then that raises
sone possibilities of other
crimnal...because he is |likely to say a

hell of a lot of things and he's certain to
get Magruder on it.

It'1l get Magruder. It'll start the whole
FBI investigation going again.

Yeah. So, uh, what else...it'll get
Magruder, it could possibly get Col son.
He's in that danger.

That's right. Could get, uh...
Could get Mtchell. WMaybe. No.
Hunt can't get Mtchell.
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| don't think Hunt can get Mtchell. Hunt's
got a |l ot of hearsay.

Ehrlichman? He could on the other
thing...except Ehrlichman (unintelligible)

Krogh, Krogh could go down in snoke. Uh..

Because Krogh, uh...where could anybody
...but on the other hand, Krogh, just says
he, uh, uh, Krogh says this is a national

security matter. Is that what he says?
Yeah, he said that.

Yeah, but that won't sell, ultimately, in a
crimnal situation. It may be mtigating on

sentences but it won't, uh, in the nain
matter. ..

Well, then that...

That's right. Try to |look around the track.
We have no choice on Hunt but to try to keep
him..

Ri ght now, we have no choice.

But, but ny point is, do you ever have any
choice on Hunt? That's the point.

(Si ghs)
No matter what we do here now, John..
Well. if we...

Hunt eventually, if he isn't going to get
commut ed and so forth, he's going to bl oat
t he whistle.

VWhat | have been trying to conceive of is
how we could | ay out everything we know
(sighs) in a way that, you knows we've told
the Gand Jury or sonebody else, so that if
a Hunt bl ows. ..
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Yeah.

so what's new? You know, it's already been
told to a grand Jury, and they found no

crimnal liability, and they investigated it
in full. W're sorry fellow..
That's right.

Uh, we don't, it doesn't..

I ncl udi ng Ehrlichman's use of Hunt on the
ot her deal ?

That's right.
You'd throw t hat out?

Uh, well, Hunt will go to jail for that
too...he's got to understand that.

That's the point too. | don't think that
.1 wouldn't throw that out. | think I
would Iimt it to...l don't think you need
to go into every God dammed thing Hunt has

done

No.

He's done sone things in the national
security area. Yes, true.

W' ve already said that. Anyway, | nean,
we've laid the ground work for that.

Uh huh.
But here is the point, John: So you go

that...let's go to the other extrene, the
other, the other angle is to decide on,
well, if you open up the G and Jury, first,

it won't do any good; it won't be believed.
And then you'll have two things going: The
Grand Jury and you have the other thing. At
| east the Grand Jury appeals to
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me fromthe standpoint, it's the President

makes the nove. "Since all these charges
have been bandi ed about, and so forth, the
best thing to do is to...|l have ordered, or

| have asked the Grand Jury to look into any
further charges. All charges have been
raised.” That's the place to do it and not
before a commttee of the Congress. Right?

Um hum

Then, however, we may say, Mtchell, et al.,
GCod we can't risk that, | nean, uh, al

sorts of shit'll break | oose there. Then

that | eaves you to your third thing. The
third thing is just to continue to...

Hunker down and fight it.

Al right. If you hunker down and fight it,
fight it and what happens?

Your. ..

Your viewis that, that is, is not really a
vi abl e opti on.

It's a veryit's a high risk. A very high risk

A high risk, because your view is that what
wi || happen out of that is that it's going
to cone out.
Sonmebody' s. .. Hunt...sonething's going to
break | oose. ..

Sonmething is going to break and...

When it breaks it'll ook |like the President
...1s covering up...

REEL 2 ENDS
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REEL 3 BEG NS
Your. ..

Your viewis that that is, is not really a
vi abl e opti on.

In fact, it's a high risk. A very high
risk.

A high risk, because your view is that what
wi || happen out of that is that it's going
to conme out.
Somebody' s. .. Hunt...sonething's going to
break | oose. ..

Something is going to break and...

When it breaks it'll ook |like the
Pr esi dent. ..

...1s covering up...

i's, has covered up a huge, uh, uh, this -
Ri ght ?

That's correct.
But you can't contain the charge.
That's not. ..
(Noi se)
| just don't...
You're, you're
| don't think it's...

You now have, uh, noved away fromthe hunker
down.

( Noi se)

Vell, I've noved to the point that we' ve
certainly got to take a, a harder | ook at
the other alternative, which we haven't
bef ore.
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The ot her alternatives.
The other alternatives. Right

Three other choices, wouldn't you say? As a
matter of fact, your m, mddle ground of
Grand Jury. And then there's finally the on
ground of -- No, | suppose there's a mddle
gr ound.

And | would -

or the mddle grounds of a public statenent,
wi thout a Grand Jury.

What we need al so, sir -
And al so -

But John's viewis if we nake the public
st at enent

Yeah.

that we talked - | raised that this norning,
the, the thing we tal ked about |ast night.

Yeah.

| f each of us
Yeah

make noves,
Yeah

He says that will imediately lead to a
Grand Jury.

Fine - all right, fine.
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As soon as we nmeke that statenment, they'l
have to call a Gand Jury.

Then maybe we make the public statenent
before the Gand Jury, in order to -

So it looks like we are trying to do it
over.

Al right, say all right, say here are
public statenents, and we want, we want, uh,

Yeah.
full Grand Jury investigation
Yeah

by the U S

Curious to see whether this statenment's,
then, that’'s right. That |, but - And that
we’ ve said that the reason that we had
delayed this is until after the sentencing.
You see, the point is, the reason that tine
is of the essence, we can't play around with
this, is that they're going to sentence on
Friday. W're going to nove the God damed
thing pretty fast. See what | nean?

That's right.
(Pause)

Attorney's Ofice

So we've got to act, we really haven't tine
to (unintelligible)

The other, the other thing is that the
Attorney Ceneral could call Sirica, and say
that. "The Governnent has sone nmj or

devel opnents that it's considering. Wuld
you hold sentencing for two weeks?" |If we
set ourself on a course of action.
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Yep, yep.

Say, that "The sentencing may be in the
wrong perspective right now. | don't know
for certain, but | just think there are sone
things that ? uh, | amnot at liberty to

di scuss with you, that | want to ask that
the, the court withhold two weeks

sent enci ng.”

So then the story is out: "Sirica Del ays
Sent enci ng Watergate For --"

| think, I think that could be handled in a
way between Sirica and Kl eindienst that it
woul d not get out.

No.

Sirica tells nme, | nmean Kl eindienst
apparent|y does-have good rapport with
Sirica. He's never talked to himsince this
case has devel oped,

Why not ?
but, uh -

That's hel pful. Kleindienst could say that
he's, uh, he's working on sonething and

would like, like, like to have a week. I
woul dn't take two weeks. | would take a
week.

"1l tell you the person that | would, you
know, | feel that, uh, we' we could use his
counsel on this, because he understands the
crimnal process better than anybody over
here does,
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Pet er sen?

is Petersen. It, it's awkward for Petersen

He's the head of the Crimnal Division. But to discuss s
related to this case, you will have no relation.”™ Uh, and
proved," or so on and so forth. W al nost

need hi mout of there to take his counsel. That woul d, ul

How coul d you get himout?

| think an appeal directly to Henry, uh,
t hat uh

Why doesn't the President - could, could the
President call himin as Special Counsel to
the White - to the, to the Wiite House for the purpose of

| have thought of that. | have thought of
t hat .

have hi mas Special Counsel to represent to
the Grand Jury and the rest.

That is one possibility.
Yeah.

On the basis that Dean has now becone a
princi pal rather than a Special Counsel.

Uh huh.
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That's right.

Uh huh.

And that he's a --

And |, and | could recommend that to you.

He could recomend it, you could recomrend
it, and Petersen would cone over and be the,
uh - and 1'd say, "Now --"

Petersen's planning to | eave, anyway.
And |'d say, "Now, "
Is he?

Yep- -

"I want you to get - we want you to (1) -
We'd say to Petersen, "W want you to get to
the bottom of the God damed thing, Cal

anot her Grand Jury or anything else.”
Correct? Well, now you' ve got to follow up
to see whether Kleindienst can get Sirica to
put off - Right? |If that is, if we -
Second, you've got to get Mtchell down
here. You and Ehrlichman and Mtchell and
let's - an - by tonorrow.

Way don't we do that tonight?

| don't think you can get himthat soon, can
you?

John?

It would be hel pful if you could.
| think it would be.

You need --



MARCH 21, 1973 FROM 10:12 TO 11:55 A M 107

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

Get himto cone down this afternoon.

It would be very helpful to, to get it
going. And, uh, uh, you know, and, uh, and
then, uh - Actually, uh, I'mperfectly
willing to neet wwth the group, or | don't
know whet her -

Do you think you want to?

Maybe have Dean report to ne at the end, as
to what are, as to what concl usions, et
cetera what you want to do. | thing I
shoul d stay away fromthe Mtchell side of
it at this point.

I h huh.

Do you agree?
Uh huh.

and, uh -

And | think, unless we see, you know, sone
sort of a reluctant dragon there --

You might try to neet wwth the rest of us,

[, I'm I'"mnot sure you' d want to neet with
John in a group of us. (Noise) (Pause)

Okay, let nme see if | can get it done.

Al right. Fine. That's it, ny point is
that' uh, we can, uh, you may well cone - |
think it is good (noise) frankly, to
out si der these various options. And then,
once you, once you decide on the plan - John
- and you had the right plan, let ne say, |
have no doubts about the right plan before
the election. And you handled it just
right. You contained it. - Now after the
el ection we've got to have anot her pl an,
because we can't have, for four years,
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we can't have this thing - you're going to
be eaten away. W can't do it

-Well, there's been a change-in the nood

John's point is exactly right, that the
erosion here nowis going to you, and that
is the thing that we've got to turn off, at
what ever the cost and we've got to figure
out where to turn it off at the | owest cost
we can, but at whatever cost it takes.

That's what, that's what we have to do.

Vell, the erosion is inevitably going to
cone here, apart from anything, you know,
peopl e saying that, uh' well, the Watergate
isn't a major concern. It isn't. But it
woul d, but it will be. 1t's bound to be.

We cannot | et you be tarnished by that
si tuation.

Vell, I (unintelligible) also because |
Al t hough Ron Ziegler has to go out -They
blane the (unintelligible) on the Wite
House (unintelligible)

That's right.

We don't, uh, uh, | say that the White House
can't do it. Right?

Yeah.
Yes. sir.



