


-- arrange for President Rumor to appoint a Prime Minister guaranteed
to fail, and then another, and another;

-- [ter quick succession of Government collapses, President Rumor
would dissolve Parliament and call for new National elections;

-~ finally, the new elections would provide the electorate an opportunity
to install a Parliament and Prime Minister with a view to the right, just
in time to pick the economy out of the depression.

{Mawmnsnont. In the history of the Republic, this would be the first time that a
rresiaent has prematurely dissolved Parliament, ..ae . -esidential election

is decided by the 1100 electors by secret ballot: neither the CIA nor Ambassador
Martin (Tab B) believes it is possible to guarantee the election results or

"even to offer 1y speculation,)

If it proves impossible to secure the election of Rumor, then it can be

arranged, accofding to the Talenti plan, for Rumor to become Secretary

General of the DC. From that position, and with some financial assistance,

Rumor can unify the party and shape its direction, The target then will be

the 1973 general elections (a left-wing President, Talenti argues, would

s Né-ﬂ ED not call : - elections in 1972 despite the probable collapse of the economy}.
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METHODS. Talenti's original proposal called for an expenditure of
H Tab C), but we asked him to scale that down to around
ror 5 months operation (Tab D). The money would be disbursed to three
main groups:
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T .tin essence is Talenti's plan. Without being able to bring special

and detailed expertise to bear, it is very difficult to a: :ss its < 1
worth. I can only take Talenti's word that his program would reach his
objectives. The objectives themselves seem to me in many respects worthy
but perhaps not altogether realistic. There would be some risk of disclosure.
Yet, there is always the possibility that the program might be useful. 1
cannot judge the interplay between Italian and US domestic politics. Talenti
obviously feels the Italian-American vote is sensitive to what happend in
Italy.

Talenti is awaiting a signal in Italy, to be sent by a code message—
-with whom Talenti is in almost daily communication.

Your choices:

Move this immediately to the President with a positive
recommendation. (I do not recommend this course.)

Discuss it with :lms and request an assessment by his
single best Italian expert. (This was done last month, and is the course I
recommend; there is also the issue of making this program compatible with
the current 40 Committee approved program.)

There also remains the question of when and how to break this (assuming

approval) to Graham Martin.
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