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Al: This is the matter which I discussed
with you and then per your request passed

on your instructions to Carver (see Helms'
note attached). You recall we asked that the
contact be requested to probe Mrs. Binh's
view of the course the negotiations might
take and what the DRV and PRG were seeking,
We also wanted to know what plans they might
have for future POW activity, We also

asked that the contact imply at an appropriate
point that the military activity level could
increase after the election.
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: MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOLUSE
WASHINGTON INFORMATION
-SECRET/SENSITIN-E December 20, 1972
)
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/ j
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MEMORANDUM FOR: HENRY A. KISSINGER (1
FROM: RICHARD T. KENNEDY f/’f\
SUBJECT: Thieu's Comments on Agreemenf

_Jasked Thieu if the US was pressuring the GVN to sign the
"Dr. Kissinger/Le Duc Tho'' agreement and Thieu responded, ""Of course. "
Thieu added that the US would be in a very difficult position if it signed a
separate accord, as this would indicate hat the US was acting only in
consideration of its own interests and atandoning South Vietnam as an
ally. > ij
Th1eu $AN 'gi”greed that it would not be possible for the US to
retaha.te against North Vietnam if the Kissinger/Tho agreement were
Z'&)(/D v1olat%d smc@: the US would not risk having new POW's,
1‘é‘ngg}reed that the US appeared to be '"paralyzed" over the matter
“of its 500 POW's and Thieu observed that when a big power was willing

to sacrifice 17 million people for the sake of 500 men, that marked the
""end of power."

%D Thieu S%g@gTIZﬁa felt the situation created by the signing of the
agreement would be worse than the one resulting from the 1954 Geneva
[ ‘Agreements. He said he had told you that the ceasefire, the return of
POW!'s and the absence of a Communist-imposed government in South
Vietnam might look good from 15, 000 miles away but the way the problem
of a Communist-imposed government had been handled in the agreement
would enable the Communists to have a Communist government in South
Vietnam within six months,
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BIS 15
NINTH ADD @82 (THIEY SPEECH TEXT)
XXX NOT HAVE SURVIVED.

(TEXT) THEREFORE I DEE™ IT NECESSARY TODAY TO SAY CLFARLY
THAT THE RUN MUST CONTINHUE TO FIGHT FOR ITS INDEPENDENCE,
REEDOM, SURVIVAL AND PEACE, THE RVN DOES NOT HESITATE TO
ONTINIE THE STRUGGLE, BUT IT NEEDS ASSISTANCE TO FIGHT ALONF,
ECANSE THIS IS THE ONLY WAY IT CAN SAVE ITSELF, THE RYN HAS BEEN
READY TO ASSUME ITS RESPONSIBILITY AND TO REDUCE THE BURDEN
OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OVER THF PAST YEARS, THE RVN PRODLE
WILL CONTINUE TO ASSIME MORE ANN MORE RESPONSIBILITIES "NTIL
THEIR ALLIES ARE COMPLETELY FREE OF THEIR BI!RDEN,

I HAVE OFTEN EXPRESSED MY IMPRESSIONS AND VIEWS ON THE
D-CALLED WITHDRAWAL OF ",S, MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM TMIS ARTA,
BIT 1T nAVE ALSO ASSERTED THAT ALONS WITH THE WITHDRAwWAL OF
'L S. PERSONNEL THE UNITED STATES MUST CONTINIE TO PRQVIDE
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE T~ THE SMALL AND 1INDERDEVELOPED
QOUNTRIES IN THE AREA SO THEY MAY FIGHT TO DEFEND THEIR OwN
INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM AND ASSIST JNZ ANOTHER IINTIL THE 1IME
THT UNITED STATES REALIZES THAT IS NO LONGER BO!ND BY THIS
RESPONSIBILITY., THE RVN CASE IS NOT 1".IQ''E, BECA'ISE THFRV ARE
MANY SIMILAR CASES FROM E'R_PE TO ASIA,

WHETHER IT WANTS TO OR NOT, THE UNI,ED STATES
HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADER OF HE ¥REE wORLD,
BIT IT MUST XEEP THIS RESP NSIBILITY FOREVER TF IT DOES NOT
WANT THE FREE WORLD TO FALL I..TO THT COMMINISTS®' :.ANDS,
THEREFORE THE RVUN PEOPLE O;LY WANT THE AMFERICAN PEOPLE TO CONTINNE
TO BE THE LEADER OF THE FREE w RLD, TO CONTINUF® TO CORRECTLY
RRSUE ITS POLICY OF ASSISTING THE SMALL CO!NNTRIES SO THEY
MAY 1ISE THEIR OWN BLOOD A.;.D BONES AND GRADIALLY RESORT TO THEIR OwN
SRENSTH TO DEFEND THEMSELVES aAND TO GRAD!IJALLY RELIEVE THE RIRNEN
ROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE,
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LADIES A.D GENTLEMEN, I DEEM IT NECESSARY FOR O1R pw
MTTONAL ASSEMBLY 4ND GOVSRNMENT TO ONCL ZGAINOZSgrgrprZ%Eer
DITH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE ARE NOT 4 WARLIKE PEOPLF, THAT THE RYN
@VERNMENT DOES NOT wANT TO PROLONS THE WaR, NOR DOES IT waNT
T PUSH ITS PEOPLE ONTO THIS PATH. THF RUN DOES NOT Lacw
DOD VILL IN SERIONS TALKS. IT IS ONLY THAT THR COMMINIST SIDE
DOES NOT WANT TO TALK WITH THE RUN aND TRIES TO GRAB AT THE
WMERICANS TO NEGOTIATE, TH!S HOPINS TO MAXE THE AMERICANS
TRESSIRE THE RVN, e

THE RUN DOZS NOT PLACE OBTACLES TO PARTIAL OR OV POt
EXCHANSE PLANS, ON THE CONTRARY, WE HAVF UNILATESAEE?LkaOJ
'NCONDITIONALLY RELEASED COMMIINIST POW'S ON MANY OCCASIONS aN?
HA\VE MADE MANY CONCRETE PROPOSALS FOR THME RELFEASE QOF .S
OW'S, THE RVN GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HESITATE AT ANY OVFR;LL AND
LASTING CEASE-FIRE LEADINS TO NEROTIATIONS (DOEER THIWOWNG
THUYEETS), IF THIS CAEASE-FIRE CAMN BE GIJARANTEED, -

THE RVN GOVERNMENT IS NOT AN ORSTACLE TO PEACE. AS MANY PEQ®
M\VE DELIBERATELY CLAIMED, FEVERYONE KNOWS aNy andrTe TQ:¥ rgg‘hzuv
¥.4RS THE RVN HAS SET FORTH MANY BROAD-¥INDED INITIATIVES ’
A CONCRETE PROPOSALS FOR ENDINS THE WAR. BNT THE COMMIUNISTS
HAVE ALWAYS REJECTED OUR PROPOSALS. THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
@VERNMENT AND PEOPLE HAVE DONE EVERYTHING POSSIBLE AND STIZED
EVERY OPPORTUNITY--FROM SMALL TO GREAT EVENTS, FROM 4 SHORT-TERM
(EASE-FIRE TO A PROPOSAL FOR 4 BS0ANER CRASF-FIRF, FROM THE
INTLATERAL RELEASE OF POW'S TO THE PR0POSAL FOR AN EXCHANAE
0% POY'S, FROM THE OFFICIAL PEACE TALXS TO THF ACCEPTANCE
OF SECRET TALKS ANYWHERE AND AT ANY TIME TO DISCHSS aNy
QESTION--TO RESTORE PEACE.,

MORE)
12 DEC 1855Z wJ/RG
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THESE ARE THE VERY POINTS THAT OUR PEOPLE, NATIONAL ASSTMBLY
AND SOVERNMENT WANT THE AMERICAN PEOPLT AND THE 11,S, NONGRFSS
aND SOVERNMENT TO UNDERSTAND CLEARLY, SN THAT THEY CaAN DISTINGIISH
O LEGITIMATE ASPIRATIONS FROM THYT COMMIINISTS' 'INREASONARLE
AND INSIDIOUS DEMANDS,

WE CONSINER IT UNNECESSARY TO RECALL HERE IN WHAT CIRCIMSTANNRS
W, TME REPYBLIC OF VIETNAM, HAS TO CALL ON THE IINTTED STATES
FIRST AND THEN OTHER ALLTEND COUNTRIES TO ASSIS 1S IN THE FIGHT
AHAINST THE COMMIINIST AG3RESSORS TO PROTECT SO!TH VIETNAM®S
INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM AND THE MOTIVES AND NOBLF INDEALS THAT
MADE ALL THESE ALLIFD CO'NTRIES ASSIST 'S AND ACCEPT GREAT
SACRIFICES IN THYE SOUTH,., NOW WE M!IST HAVE THE RIGHT TO
B PROUD OF TH® FACT THAT WE DID NOT PROVE QONMRSELVES COMPLETRELY
INWORTHY OF THIS ASSISTANCE,

THE PROOF IS THAT IN ONLY 3 YEARS, ALMOST ONF-HALT MILLTION
MMERICAN TROOPS HAVE WITHDRAWN, THIS IS UNPRECEDENT=ED IN THE
HISTORY OF WAR, BECA'SE 28 YEARS AFTER PEACE wAS RESTORED IN
BROPE THE IINITED STATES CONTINUES TO MAINTAIN MORE THAN 339,299
TROOPS THERE, AND 18 YEARS AFTER PEACE WAS RESTORED IN XOREA
SCORES OF THO#SANDS OF AMERICAN TROOPS ARE STILL THERE,

WE MUST ALSO TAKE PRIDE IN THE FACT THAT ONR ARMY HAS MATIRED
WITH THE VIETNAMIZATION PLAN AND HAS DEFEATED THE AGGRESSOR

MMMIINIST TROOPS MANY TIMES, IN THE FRAMEWORX OF THE VIETNAMIZATION

RLAN, ONLY THE VIETNAMIZATION OF O"R AIR FORCE REMAINS AS THE
LAST TaSKX TO BE DONE,
MORE)

12 DEC 99237 w)/GE
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BIS 11
EVENTH aDD 2 (THIRI SPEECH TEXT)
XXX REJECTED THIS PROPOSAL.

(TEXT) THEREFORE THE COMMINISTS ARE STILL P!RSHINT THRIR
FERFIDIONS SCHEME OF NSINS SFVERAL HU'NDRED POW'S TO FORCE THF
INITED STATES TO UNILATFERALLY SIAN AN ASREEMENT, IF WE, THE
REP'BLIC OF VIETNAM, DID NOT ACCEP AN "UINREASONABLE FORMIIL 4
ALLOWINZ NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS TO STAY IN THE SOUTH, 1IN
OHDITION TO THE POINTS THE IINITED STATES MUST CaPoY ONT, THE
OMMIINISTS WONLD AT LEAST DEMAND THAT THE 11,S, GOVERNMENT END
'S MILITARY aND ECONOMIC AID TO THE REPYBLIC OF VIETNAM,

IN BRIEF, JP TO NOW EVERYONT SFES THAT ONLY THRE® TMINSS
AN HAPPEN: FIRST, THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM MIST ACCEPT
THE COMMUNISTS® PEACE SOLUTION IN WHICH THE TyO VITAL PROBLEMS
OF THE SOUTH--4 FORMILA FOR THF FIITIRE OF SONTH VIETNAM®S
INTERNAL POLITICAL AFFATIRS AND THE PRESEZNCE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE
TROOPS IN SONTH VIETNAM--HAVE NOT BETN SOLVED IN a4 J1IST AND
REASONABLE wAY. SECOND, THT REPIBLIC OF VIETNAM DOFS NOT
ACCEPT THIS 1JNFAVORABLE SOL"TION AND THE COMMIINISTS DO NOT
ACCEPT THE REPIRLIC OF VIETNAM'S JUST, SENSTIBLE AND REASONARLFE
SAND AND STI'3BORNLY MAINTAIN THEIR IUNREASONABLFE DEMaNDS,
THIRD, THE COMMUNISTS CONTINME TO DESPICABLY EXPLOIT THE PROBLFMS
REGARDING 1J,S, POW'S AND 11,S. TRNQP WITHDRAWAL TO CREATE AW
MPRESSION AMONS THR AMERTCAN AND WORLD PEOPL®S THAT WF, THE
REPIBLIC OF VIETNAM, ARE THE OBSTACLE TO THE CEASE-FIRE,
FEACE, RETURN OF POW'S AND SIANING OF THE AGREEMENT AND THERERY
(QA!JSE _CONTRADICTION AND DISHNITY WITH THE "'NITED STATES AND
REATE PRESS'Y1RE FORCIN3 THT 11.S, SOVERNMENT TO "NILATERALLY SIAN
N ASREEMENT ON THE RELEASE OF (1.S.=-TRIS) POW*'S [N FXCHANRE FOR
ENDING THE BOMBING AND MINING OF THE NORTH, FOR 11,.S. TROOP
WITHNRAWAL AND FOR AN END TO 11,S. MILITARY AND ECONOMI~ AID TO
THE SOUTHM.
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ITEM REMOVED FROM THIS FILE FOLDER

A RESTRICTED DOCUMENT OR CASE FILE HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM
THIS FILE FOLDER. FOR A DESCRIPTION OF THE ITEM REMOVED
AND THE REASON FOR ITS REMOVAL, CONSULT DOCUMENT ENTRY
NUMBER A-206 ON EITHER THE DOCUMENT WITHDRAWAL RECORD
(GSA FORM 7279 OR NA FORM 1421) OR NARA WITHDRAWAL SHEET
(GSA FORM 7122) LOCATED IN THE FRONT OF THIS FILE FOLDER.
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