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June 29, 1973

The President
The White House
Washington, B.C.

Daar Mr. President:

The Board of Directors has asked me to write to you to
:QEE - ,ask why a public statement concerning the missing-in-
A action has not been made from your office.

We had every reason to believe that a public statement
would be made upon Dr. Kissinger's return from Paris.

. There has been no statement issued relative to the progress
that was made at his most recent meeting with Mr. Le Duc Tho.
}dkewise, there has been no progress made toward the
accounting of the 1300 missing Americans we represent.

We should like a reply to this request prior to our Board
meeting on July 26. It is necessary that we understand why
no public protest has been made regarding North Vietnam's
failure to comply with the peace agreements as they pertain
tc our missing men.

Sincerely, .
;QZZZL“4>4)%§53i;;;;Ki//

Helene L. Knapp (Mrs. Herman L.)
National Coordinator
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The League's mood is likely to be moderate and sober. Most of
those remaining active in the League are relatives of MIA's rather
than POW's and their focus is naturally upon issues affecting the
status of the missing men.

Possible Questions and Suggested Ansv)ers:

While the League's representatives may raise several of the standard
questions about the status of your sensitive private negotiations --
you may wish to field these questions along the lines of your latest
background statements on these issues -- they are likely to focus on
the following specific points concerning the fate of the MIA's:

-- Implementation of the Accords: The North Vietnamese and
their allies haven't provided any more names of POW's or MIA's and
they are blocking the investigations prescribed by the Accords. Why
jen't the Administration protesting this lack of progress? (Note:

..The League has written a letter to the President (Tab B) complaining
_about the lack of strong public statements by the Administration on
- this issue.) : . : #

4

- Suggested Reply: We are very much concerned that the
provisions on releases, accounting, return of remains, etc.
be fully implemented, and I can assure you that the North Viet-
namese and their 2llies understand our position. This, I want

" to remind you, was also the thrust of the President's message
. .. . when he met with the POW returnees at the White House on
. May 24. This was also an important point in the U.S. /DRV

b Communique of June 13. You can be quite sure that we will

~ continue to press the other side to comply with the relevant
provisions of the Communique and the Agreement.

-- Laos: What about the great discrepancy between the number
of men missing in Laos (over 300) and the handful the Communists
gaid they held? Do we really have to wait for a political settlement
jn Laos before we learn more from the other side about our MIA's
there?

- Suggested Reply: We have talked to the other side repeatedly,
and, as you indicate, they do say we must wait until the completion
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SUBJECT: VIVA Correspondence with Bryce Harlow
on POW/MIA Issue

VIVA, which had earlier written to Counsellor Laird, and whose repre-
sentatives have, as you know, repeatedly tried to reach Secretary Kissinger,
recently wrote to Counsellor Harlow to request his personal assistance in
behalf of the MIA's (Tab B). The VIVA letter, signed by Stephen Frank,
specifically requested that this correspondence not be forwarded to the
Department of Defense for reply but be handled by Counsellor Harlow.

We continue to counsel against a White House meeting for VIVA, and we
_.recommend against any meeting of VIVA representatives with Counsellor
Harlow.

Accordingly, we have prepared a draft reply for Counsellor Harlow's
signature, expressing the Counsellor's regrets at being unable to meet
with VIVA and enclosing a number of self-explanatory items attesting to
the Administration's continued concern and determination in behalf of
the MIA's (Tab A).

A memorandum transmitting the draft reply to Counsellor Harlow has been
prepared for your signature at Tab L.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memorandum of transmittal to Counsellor Harlow at
Tab I.

William Stearman concurs.
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
ACTION
January 28, 1974
MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
FROM: SVEN KRAEMER (K
SUBJECT: VIVA Correspondence with Brycga Harlow

on POW /MIA Issue

VIVA, which had earlier written to Counsellor Laird, and whose repre-
sentatives have, as you know, repeatedly tried to reach Secretary Kissinger,
recently wrote to Counsellor Harlow to request his personal assistance in
behalf of the MIA's (Tab B). The VIVA letter, signed by Stephen Frank,
specifically requested that this correspondence not be forwarded to the
Department of Defense for reply but be handled by Counsellor Harlow.

We continue to counsel against a White House meeting for VIVA, and we
recommend against any meeting of VIVA representatives with Counsellor
Harlow.

Accordingly, we have prepared a draft reply for Counsellor Harlow's
signature, expressing the Counsellor's regrets at being unable to meet
with VIVA and enclosing a number of self-explanatory items attesting to
the Administration's continued concern and determination in behalf of
the MIA's (Tab A).

A memorandum transmitting the draft reply to Counsellor Harlow has been
prepared for your signature at Tab L

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memorandum of transmittal to Counsellor Harlow at
Tab L.

William Stearman concurs.
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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

~-CONTFIDENTRAE ACTION
February 15, 1974
(\

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT E:
FROM: SVEN KRAEMER SK
SUBJECT: Memorandum of Conversation for Secretary

Kissinger's Meeting with National League
of Families - February 9, 1974

Attached for your review is a memorandum of conversation for Secretary
Kissinger's meeting of February 9, 1974 with the Executive Board of the
National League of Families (Tab A).

You will recall that in this meeting Secretary Kissinger agreed to
undertake the following actions concerning the MIA issue:

(1) A look at the question of a possible USG demarche to the
United Nations to request an overall review of the MIA issue
(memcon p. 3).

(2) A look at the question of a possible USG approach to the
World Court on the MIA issue (memcon pp. 3, 4).

(3) A review of how often we have followed up the matter of
the 80 discrepancy folders submitted to the other side (memcon p. 4).

(4) Agreement that the League could issue a public statement on
the February 9 meeting (memcon p. 7).

Additionally, Frank Sieverts reports that the League has picked up
Secretary Kissinger's expression of support (memcon p. 3) for the
possibility of sending a delegation from the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and the Senate Armed Services Committee to the USSR, the
PRC and North Vietnam to press the MIA case. According to Sieverts,
the League has written a letter to the SFRC formally proposing such a trip
and has orally indicated to the SFRC that '"Secretary Kissinger supports
this project.'"” We may be hearing more about this later.
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I assume that Frank Sieverts is checking on items /Z/and }Pand that
someone with access to the Kissinger/ Tho meeting materials is
checking on item 3. Concerning item 4, I have let Iris Powers know
the suggested changes on the League's draft statement as recommended
by Secretary Kissinger.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you approve the memorandum of conversation attached at Tab A.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

Participants: Secretary Henry A, Kissinger
General Brent Scowcroft
Sven Kraemer, NSC
Frank Sieverts, State Department
Roger Shields, Defense Department
20 members of the Executive Board of
the National League of Families

Date, Time, Place: February 9, 1974 -

12:10 p.m, - 1:00 p. m.
The Roosevelt Room

Kissinger: Hello, how nice to see you again,

Question: We were all so thrilled to learn of your becoming Secretary of
State. We are very glad to meet with you again. As always in the past,
we understand that this meeting will be off the record, so that we can have
a free and open discussion. We have brought a list of questions, and then
each member will have some additional questions for you. (list attached)

Kissinger: I will treat all of the questions on your list as one. Essentially
thev ask what we are doing and what can be done. I'll be perfectly honest,

/
Sanitized

"3 (&DCS/)

The North Vietnamese understand only carrots or sticks. We have no carrots
and only a few sticks. If economic aid to North Vietnam was passed by
the Congress there would be some carrots. And if we had not been deprived

bythe Congress of military action in the area then we would have some sanctic
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CONFIDENTIAL- 2

When [ met with Le Duc Tho, I repeated your concerns. They know
our views, As you know, the North Vietnamese say they have no

more prisoners. Imyself can't believe that they hold anyone. They
would have no reason to, and our returning prisoners also believe that
all of whom they knew were returned. Might they be holding on to some
POWs who are technical experts? I don't know who on our MIA list
would be in such a category. It is my own genuine belief that there are
no more POWs held in North Vietnam.

You ask why they won't let us look for our men for remains. What's in
it for them. Well, they are against Americans, against all foreigners.
They fear intrusion, There are also technical difficulties.

Qanitized

o

I don't believe they hold any more prisoners. About the MIA's, I have
talked to the Chinese, the Soviets and to Le Duc Tho. Unless we can
structure some threat, however, they just won't do anything. But we

will keep after it. Whenever I meet Le Duc Tho (perhaps once a year
just to keep things going) I'll raise the issue, We exchange constant mes-
sages and [ always mention the MIA's,

In Laos, it's unlikely, but conceivably there might be POW's, The other
side may at some point want to do its own negotiating on the POW/MIA
issue. In Cambodia, a specific written message we had passed on to the
other side received the answer that there were no POW's., It is unlikely,
but possible that there might be POW's in areas in which the North Viet-
namese are not in total control,

Well, that's my assessment,

Question: What did you think of the various statements made at the recent

Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearings?
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~-CONFTIDENTIAL 3

Kissinger: Many of those who got us intotghe negotiations mess and
deprived us of our leverage, now tell us/push the Soviets and the Chinese
around on the MIA issue.

Question: What about your executive session with the Committee?

Kissinger: My executive session the next day had little focus on the
MIA issue. Most of it dealt with the Plumbers, David Young, etc. I
did say,in response to a question, that I welcomed Congressional con-
cern about the MIA' s,

Question: What do you think of a delegation from the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and the Senate Armed Services Committee going to the Soviet
Union, China and North Vietnam concerning the MIA's?

Kissinger: Their problem would be to get visas. But we would support it.
Question: What about a letter writing campaign to the Chinese?

Tel : age
issinger r Sanlt‘ZEd I have good personal rapport with

Chou en Lai and I have talked to hini about the North Vietnamese and the

POW/MIA issue. I have reason to believe that they have talked to the

North Vietnamese. They have also expanded their search areas within
° the PRC in seeking information on possible MIA's.

)

2
l\

Question: What about Le Duc Tho?

Kissinger: I have sent Le Duc Tho many messages. We are considered
pen pals. Now an increasing insolence marks the correspondence on
both sides. As for meetings, he just uses them for propaganda assaults
on the U. S.

Question: What about going to the United Nations and requesting an overall
review of the MIA issue?

Kissinger: All of the Vietnamese parties say that the U. N. is incompetent.
We will make a demarche. It would be a grandstand play, however, and

what would we pay for that? I will look into your question,

Question: What about a resolution through the World Court concerning the
POW mistreatment, MIA discrepancies, etc.

P U SE
"‘V"’{?ﬁé S g i & =]

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
: : DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



Kissinger: I gave them 80 folders on the discrepancies. There
has been no answer. I will look into the World Court issue.

Question: What do you think of a U.S. Government / MIA Family
worldwide awareness campaign?

Kissinger: We will support anything focusing attention on the issue.
Question: What has happened to the other side's review of the folders?

Kissinger: I will review how often we have followed up on this matter. We
will check this out,

Question: Four years ago there was a massive letter writing campaign
(to North Vietnam) in behalf of our POWs., It seemed to help. What about
a similar appeal to the PRC?

Kissinger: I would do it to the Russians, but I would leave the Chinese alone
for a while. The situation there could blow sky high. It's precarious.

A letter campaign might be counterproductive. It could help the extremists
against Chou. Such a U.S. intrusion might be dangerous. I would definitely
counsel against it.

Question: England has diplomatic relations with North Vietnam. Have we
tried to go through England in behalf of our missing?

Kissinger: No. If you had to deal directly with the Europeans, you wouldn't
do it. We don't need the British, We have better relations with the North
Vietnamese than they do. I can see Le Duc Tho. But the DRV won't receive
a British Ambassador; the British consul only can see middle-range officials.
Only the Soviets or the PRC make a difference.

Question: What is the strategy of the State Department to get an accounting
of our missing?

Kissinger: One can't have a strategy without leverage. Our strategy is to
approach the other side at regular intervals -- the DRV, PRC and the

Soviet Union. Letters, appeals, public opinion will count. You will Temem-
ber that in the worst days before the POWs were released, I always felt

that we would get them. We had muscle then., Now we can't threaten much.
So, only ifthe PRC, the Soviets and the DRV should be so desperate that
they would absolutely need us, would they really move on the MIA issue.

I don't think public pressure will be sufficient.

SONFTIDENTHA L

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED _ -
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



[4

-CONFIDENTIAL 5

Question: What about a special meeting with Le Duc Tho just on the MIA
problem? And where do youfgee

®

Kissinger:[
: He read me the Party newspaper's article on Quang
Tri stating that th€"objective conditions'' were in North Vietnam's favor.

Three days later, we bombed Hanoi and Haiphong. The best relations we

ever had was after the Christmas bombing. r L
. Sanitized

Y

This last year we were shadow boxing. I just didn't have enough leverage,
I can't see an end to this issue, I can't see what would impel, North Vietnam
unless, for example, they would get economic aid., But they want $3 billion.
We are not prepared to put such a proposal to the Congress; the North
Vietnamese have broken the agreements,

Question: What about getting visas to Hanoi?

Kissinger: I don't think you will get them, The DRV Embassy in Paris
will probably refuse. They only let those in who will provide them with
propaganda value, and they would require something propagandistic from
you. There is no harm in your trying to get visas, however,

Question: There was supposed to be a coalition in Laos, Is the U.S. helping
to speed it along?

Kissinger: Speeding things along is not an easy matter in Laos. The North
Vietnamese are the main obstacle to coalition. They are supposed to move
their forces out of Laos 60 days after a coalition is formed. They have no

intention of doing so.

Question: Then will a coalition not be formed?

Kissinger: It will be formed, but the North Vietnamese won't leave., We
are for a coalition government., There has been some progress recently
and it could come to pass, We're encouraging it, The U.S. is no obstacle.

Question: Senator Jackson tied the Most Favored Nation matter to the
issue of Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union. Can we get Jackson
to back off on this end and tie MFN to the MIA issue?
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Kissinger: I've tried for a long time to back Jackson off the MFN
Jewish issue. But it's also useless to tie the Soviets to the North
Vietnamese on the MIA issue, because that would force the Soviets

to say that they had bought MFN at the cost of their ally. In 1972 we
promised MFN if we could bomb North Vietnam. We bombed and we
ended the war on reasonable terms. Now, much later, when it is
time to deliver, people raise a question which was never raised at the
time.

Question: How successful do you think the Public Awareness campaign
can be?

Kissinger: It is one of few cards, but its success chances are probably
low. If in the course of this campaign you can avoid saying that the U. S.
Government is negligent and stupid, that would be good for our morale,

Question: Could you use some of the pressures in Indochina which were
effective in the Middle East on the POW /MIA issue,

Kissinger: There is no magic in negotiating. There was a reality in the
Middle East -- we demonstrated that Soviet arms could not win a victory.

- This brought them up against us and they learned they could not overrun
us in the Middle East. They need the United States for a political solution
there.

Give us some cards in Vietnam and we can do something., In the Middle
East we can influence Israel; we have more influence than the Soviets,
despite all the Soviet arms. In North Vietnam, when we were bombing,
we could do something. Now don't say that I urged you to get the bombing
turned on again. :

Question: If one POW was now found in North Vietnam, what would you do
about it”?

Kissinger: We'd go very far (to get him out).
Question: That raises the question of Emmet Kay in Laos.
Kissinger: He should be released, but we are hamstrung.

Question: We've heard he might be released in March,
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Kissinger: I don't know,

Question: I just want you to know that we all have great respect for you.
We also want to thank you for donating your Nobel Prize money to the
POW/MIA children,

Kissinger: Thank you.

Question: What about the progress of the North Vietnamese/South Vietnamese
prisoner exchanges?

Kissinger: The North Vietnamese finally moved recently because they wanted
the 5,000 cadres who were released. This does not mark a general improve-
ment in the situation. And it has no relation to the issue of U, S, MIA's,

Let me say that if you want to harrass a government on the MIA is sue, you
should write to the Swedes. It might do some good. Write to Olaf Palme.
Write often and keep it up. France might also help, but writing to the
French won't do much good.

Question; What can the (League's Executive) Board tell the League's
members about your comments today? It would be very helpful to com-
- municate this,

Kissinger: In principle, I agree, but how should it be done?

Question; We would like to circulate a summary. Sven Kraemer is taking
notes, can we work with him?

Kissinger: If Sven writes it, he would make it so blood-curdling that it will
ruin me,

Question: You have been very pessimistic. You don't give us hope.

Kissinger: It is better to tell you the truth. Something might happen, but I
just don't have much hope.

Question: Is there any tie in on the MIA issue and the political prisoners
issue in South Vietnam?

Kissinger: Not much. And the North Vietnamese are likely to remain tough, b’
it's possible that some day the North Vietnamese may seek U.S. good will

and be more accommodating. They might become worried about develop-
ments in the PRC for example.

Question: Thank you for meeting with us.
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Questions Submitted to Secretary Kissinger - February 9, 1974

TO: DR.KISSINGER

FROM: THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES

It Can you give us any information regarding the in-depth
discussions re the MIA issue during your December meeting with
Le Duc Tho?

2. Has there been any follow up on matters discussed?

i Did the telegrams and messages have any effect on the
discussions between you and Le Duc Tho?

4., What is the current state of development in negotiations
with the Vietnamese to assist in the accounting? Any information
on results of the 80 files which you took to Hanoi?

5. Have we formally requested that our teams be allowed
in? To whom was the request made? When/ By whom? How often do
we repeat the request?

6. Have you read the League statements made to the Senate
Forwign Relations Committee on January 28th? Do you have any
comments?

7. Any suggestions on programs that the League might under-
take that would assist in getting the accounting?

8. What are your own personal beliefs as to the probability
of an accounting .at this time?

9. Are there hopeful signs in Laos indicating an accounting
of our men there? Any information on release of Emmet Kay?

10. Congressman Gilman quoted Gen. Vang Pao:that there were
8 to 10 American pilots being held in North Vietnam for their
technical expertise. Would you see that this is examined closely
asking Gen. Vang Pao to give precise information on who saw thenm,
where, and under what conditions?

11. Do you feel that approaches alreadvy made to the Chinese
have had any impact on the North Vietnamese? Are there other
pressures that can be brought to bear upon Russia and China that
would effect the accounting?
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006  (202) 628-6811

February 5, 1974

Mr. Frank Sieverts
Department of State, Room 7336
Washington, D. C. 20520

Dear Frank:

Following is a list of names you requested of those who will
attend the meeting with Dr. Kissinger on Saturday, February 9,
1974 at 11:30 a.m.:

*Scott Albright, Executive Director
Father of Air Force officer - MIA/Laos 13 Dec 1968

*Iris Powers, Chairman of the Board 4
5 Mother of Army officer - MIA/SVN 2 April 1969

Robert A. Brett, Board Member
Father of Air Force officer- MIA/Laos 29 Sept 1972

*John B. Coker, Board Member
Father of Navy POW returned

*Maureen Dunn, Board Member
Wife of Navy officer - MIA/China 14 Feb 1968

Bertha Estes, Board Member
Mother of Navy officer - MIA/NVN 19 Nov 1967

Earl Hopper, Board Member
Father of Air Force officer - MIA/NVN 10 Jan 1968

George J. Creed, Board Member
Brother of Air Force officer - MIA/Laos 13 Mar 1971

Norma Mitchell, Board Member
Wife of Air Force officer - MIA/Laos 22 May 1968

*Nancy Perisho, Board Member
Mother of Navy officer - MIA/NVN 31 Dec 1967
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liitchell S: "ler, Board Meminr
Father of Air Force officer - MIA/L: 32 Jun 1970

Maricn faelton, Bc -d Mc ter
Wife of Rix Fo.. o eifiger - MIA/Lacs "9 Epril 1965

George Shine, Board Mcmber
Fathk- of Air Force officer - MIA/NV! or Laos 2 Decc 1972

Earlyne Tl!liomas, Bcard Member
Wife of Air Force officer - MIA/NVN 18 Dcc 1972

Edward H. White, Board Member
Father of Air Force officer - MIA/Laos 24 Nov 1969

E. C. Mills, Board Member
Father of Navy officer - MIA/NVN 21 Sept 1966

*Sara Frances Shay, Secretary-Treasurer
Mother of Air Force officer - MIA/Laos 8 Oct 1970

*Helene L. Knapp, Ex Officio Board Member
Wife of Air Force officer - MIA/NVN 24 April 1967

*Darlene Sad

e 1 Ex C
. Wife of

v :io
Air For.. Offi

o B
o

o2rd Member
er - MIA/Laos 30 Jun 1970
*Evie Grubb 2

Wife of Air Force officer - POW (Died in Captivity)

Ann Hart, Regional Coordinator
Wife of Air Force officer - MIA/Laos 21 Dec 1972

Charles Havens, Legal Advisor to the National League of Families

‘{r?ﬁ’m. i ,’_"?.’\%' ‘ 2
SALT Y ey g, Naw
SCOTT ALBRIGIHT ‘
Execu ive DirecigZ~
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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

INFORMATION

February 6, 1974

/AM‘
( /@

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL S%OFT

FROM: SVEN KRAEMER $§K

SUBJECT: Secretary Kissinger's Meeting
with the National League of Families -
February 9

Attached (Tab A) is a copy of a memorandum with talking points prepared
by Frank Sieverts for use by Secretary Kissinger in Saturday's meeting with
the National League of Families.

Please note that in the second paragraph of his memo Sieverts mentions
favorably the League's hope that they might be able to see the President

- during such a meeting, just as they did last year after the POW's returned.
Is there any chance that the President could briefly walk by ?

Tab B, a list of League attendees, will be forwarded directly to us by
the League gn Friday when they know more precisely who will be coming.
Tab C was/forwarded by Sieverts with this copy but consists of news
clips reporting on the Fulbright Committee's recent POW hearings.
Sieverts states that he earlier forwarded a separate report on these
hearings to Secretary Kissinger.

Attachment

o
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To: The Secretary
From: D/PH - Frank A. Sieverts

Your Meeting With MIA Families
- 11:50 a.m., February 3

The officers and Board of the National League of Families
of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia look for-
ward to meeting with you on the same off-the-record basis as
in the past, in the Roosevelt Room at the White House,
Saturday morning, February 9, at 11:30. A list of those
coning is at Tab B, with stars by the names of those you have
met before. The Director, Colonel Scott Albright, and
Chairman, Mrs. Iris Powers, advise that there are several
"dissident' members on the board who advocate actions such
as the '"vigil" at the White House January 27, which continues
to date in the form of two camper vehicles circling the
White House during dsylight hours, with the stated purpose
of requesting a meeting with the President. Although this
demonstration was not organized by the League of Families,
several of the board members participated in it, among then
Mrs. Earlyne Thomas, whose picture was featured in the
Washinston Post coverage of the vigil and who will be present
Saturday. T(Sec news clips, Tab C.) :

(In addition to meeting with you, the group would also
deeply appreciate seeing the President, as they did last year
after the POW's returned. If the President did this he would
be meeting with representative families without responding
directly to the demonstration and camper vehicles.)

Three MIA relatives who will be at the meeting testified
at the Senate Foroign Relations Committee hearing January 28:
Col. Albright, Mrs. Dunn (husband missing in vicinity of
China), and E. C, Mills (son missing in North Victnam since
1966). Their testimony, which was warmly received by the
Senators presont, called for US Government efforts to press
the Communist authorities for information on our missing men.
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It should be noted that the families attending and
testifying at that hearing are not entirely representative of
the MIA population as a whole., From personal contact, I know
there are many MIA relatives throughout the country who
recognize that the chance of obtaining significant information
is nil and who want an end to the uncertainty. The problem
is complicated by legal action brought by five next-of-kin
in Federal Court in New York, which since August has restrained
the military services from declaring any men dead except at
the petition of the primary next-of-kin. About 100 families
have requested status reviews but the majority have taken no
action, with the result that over 1,100 men are still in the
missing status. There is no indication as to when or how the
court will rule.

Most of the families you will see Saturday hope you will
support their strong dedication to the search for the missing.
A few (Col. Albright, Mrs. Powers, Mrs. Maerose Evans of
California, and Charles Havens, the League's counsel) are
working quietly to bring the League to an honorable conclusion
soon. This group would be strengthened by words from you to
the effect that, although our government will continue its
efforts, we must be realistic and recognize (a) there is no
evidence that any American servicemen lost prior to the Viet-
Nam ceasefire survive, and (b) the chance of getting signifi-
cant information on our missing is small, and no amount of
“pressure'" or publicity in this country is likely to change
that situation anytime soon. I understand Ambassador Martin

~ feels that continued emphasis on the MIA problem, in the
Pour Party Joint Military Team and in other channels, will
be ineffective and may divert our energy from other important
aspects of the Indochina situation.

Talking points and background information are at Tab A.
Roger Shields from Defense, Sven Kraemer from the NSC, and I
also plan to attend.

Attachments:
Tab A - Talking Points and Background Information
Tab B - List of Attendees o
Tab C - News Clips

Drafted: b/PW:FASieverts:ijg
x29454 2/5/74

Concurrences:
EA - Mr. Stearns EA/VN - Mr, Wenzel
DOD/ISA - Dr. Shields NSC - Mr. Kraemer

cc: NSC - Gen. Scowcroft
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TAB A
TALKING POINTS AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Over 1,100 US servicemen plus 30 American civilians
remain missing in Indochina. Another 1,200 are listed as
killed, body not recovered.

Complete lists have been given to DRV and PRG delegations
{n Four Party Joint Military Tean (FPJMT) in Saigon, and to
LPF representatives in Laos.

Detailed information on specific cases also provided --
by you in Hanoi February, 1973, and through FPJMT in Saigon.

FPJMT continues to meet twice weekly, hamstrun by DRV/
PRG refusal to come to grigs with specifics o accounting
and return of remains. 1 ave e s to other
subjects, such as Telease of civilian prisoners, ceasefire
violations, resupply, liaison flights, etc.

Families hope especially to hear about your meeting with
Le Duc Tho in December.

They may ask if you have asked Moscow and Peking to
help -- on MIA's in Indochina.

Nrs. Dunn may ask sbout her husband and other MIA's in
China.

Joint Casualty Resolution Center (JCRC) was ambushed
south of Salgon Deccmber 15, with one American and one
Vietnamese killed and several wounded. JCRC operations not

suspended, although there have been no on-the-ground search
efforts since that date.

In Laos, accounting for MIA's covered in February 21,
1973 Agreement and Septenber 14 Protocol. US officials in
close touch with LPF to press for im lementation, which
awalts Fformation of coalition government. entiane reports
Souvanna optimistic coalition may come into being in
February.) Commission to implement the Agreement is already
at work on other subjects.

Emmet Kay, US civilian captured in Laos May 7,1973, is
only confirmed US prisoner in Indochina. We are aware of
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TAB A -2 -

report from Gen. Vang Pao (MR 2, Laos) that "eight-ten young
pilots" are still held by North Vietnamese. We have checked
this report and it must be regarded as unsubstantiated.

Also aware of report from Walter Cronkite that up to
ten journalists may still be held in Cambodia, including
several Americans. No confirmation.

Our interest in MIA's is widely known in Indochina so
we receive reports of uncertain reliability. To date, USG
has no information that any of our men missing betore the
ceasefire continue to be held. North Vietnamese and Pathet
Tao have told us privately and publicly they hold no more
(besides Emmet Kay). ,
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positive progress in the accounting within the next 60 days or to take such
actopms, dipddmatic or econodmic, as necessary to force the North Vietnamese

to live up to the cease-fire agreement.
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
INFORMATION
Janu?b, 1974
Sirnnth,
- MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT %
FROM: Sven Krae T )"'/\
SUBJECT: National League of Families and VIVA Items

The following is provided in response to your request concerning
Scott Albright's National League of Families correspondence of
August 14, 1973.

The Albright letter, a copy of which is attached at Tab A, trans-
mitted a series of League views--mostly critical--and recom-
mendations concerning POW/MIA issues. At the time the letter
was received and in the context of other communications from the
League, it was thought that Secretary Kissinger would be meeting
with the League in September and would, ia behalf of the President,
reassure the League's Executive Board as to the Administration's
continuing concern and efforts in behalf of the MIAs. It was the
strong consensus of Frank Sieverts, Roger Shields and myself .
that it would be far wiser to have Dr. Kissinger review the context
of the issues and to state the Administration’s case positively
during such a meeting than to have still another ''please be assured...
letter from an Administration official.

At this point, however, the arrangements for a League meeting

with Dr. Kissinger were postponed to October, and then, with the
Middle East war, an October meeting also proved impossible. In

the interim, however, League Board members were in regular and
friendly contact with Sieverts, Shields and myself and we informally
discussed a number of the points raised in the Albright letter, with
no pressure of any sort from the League for a formal, written
answer. As a matter of fact, Albright, in a discussion with Sieverts,
appears to have treated his letter's critiques/fSt¥ovocations to which
he did not expect any official reply. In view of the above considera-

///a tions and in V&@p%dﬁ’c%dtg}%elﬂagmq\ﬁ%%lﬁresétfen FSoay T continuing consensus
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in November that the letter should not rece:ve a formal reply but
that we should stay with our informal discussions and should await
the next scheduled meeting between Secretary Kissinger and the
League.

In this connection, Frank Sieverts has now informed me that the
League has invited Secretary Kissinger to meet with its Board at
some time during the period February 8 through 10, when it is
having its next meeting. The League invitation apparently cited
Secretary Kissinger's cancellations of meetings originally scheduled
for September and October. I agree with Sieverts that it would be
most appropriate for Secretary Kissinger to meet with the League
at the proposed time. Sieverts is working with Dick Campbell to
arrange such a meeting and we would expect to prepare substantive
talking points for such a meeting on the issues raised in the League
letter and in any subsequent League communications.

In a separate POW/MIA matter, concerning VIVA correspondence
at Tab B, it is Sieverts! and my recommendation to Peter Burke

- (who is cited in VIVA correspondence as having promised an
October meeting between Secretary Kissinger and VIVA) that he
personally telephone VIVA to indicate to them that they misunder-
stood him, that the Secretary's schedule makes it impossible for
him to meet with VIVA and that the Secretary will be meeting, as
in the past, with the National League of Families, which represents
most of the families of the MIAs.
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Tha ?isstétﬁt
. ne Vrice Yougae
o ﬂashiggcon. B €.
. Bear mr, ?residedtiwéf ' : = i
. .~ On behalf of the membership of the Naticnal League of Faxnilies, may :,
T HMret of all, thank you for your letter of July 27, 1973, expressing onc:
7 mgain your firm resolve to assure the fullest possible accounting for thc
Axariceaus still aissing-in-action in Southeast Asia. Ve also appreciate :
. tapid work of your staff in preparing and dispatching the diplomatic voze.

- strongly reminding the North Vietnamese of their obligations under the Pai
- Agreezent, ‘ : s . '

Our just-concluded Fourth Annual Convertion was a very busy and pro.:-
one. The families gave guidance to our Board of Directors {a the form c-
series of resolutions, Several of these resolutions should be brovght t2
the attentica of staff eleieats within the White House for whatever act:-
=2y be necessary. The “irst resolution wag answered, in part, by o <
of the diplomatie note. however, I shall quote it here for ycur in: ~a--
and follov-on sction as appropriate:

"The League urges the President to press for additiomal {p  ~a¢:

. from the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam), tt Fse

- . Lao, the Khymer Rouge and the Viet Cong, concerning a)l Ar - :esg--
who are still missine; that the case of ecach man carried .. ctgs!
etatus be judged on an individual basia, and that where éiscren: -
exist, the Government of the United States w{ll Pursue evcry faz-
avenue of fnvestigation, and that wvhere the informat{oca {s eoacly -
.U & to the circumstances surrounding the incident, statuscs be peve
-7 end changed in accordance with the preponderance of informatiom.”

;;-? .~1ﬁ; families expressed their displeasure at the officisl aégsttvqliiy
. :to the MIA fssus: . : i
. "“The League stronzly recommends that ell Uaived States Covernmes:
:,officiqla (militery and civilian) irmediately cesse usicz swch p!
. | ¥ : i e o b

. 'All POYs Tetummed', 'We have Bo evidence of :ﬁy Pﬁﬂa‘ztili ei’
18 Southeast Asfa', and 'Ouy- involvemant in Southsast Ayig 85 ¢

Lt and so2ak ingtead {n terws of the d{screpancics in the azepiptis
© our POW/HIAs," : g i

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED {5
i d.
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassifie



a2
S S R T
CE. ila {..; t-‘ AT

‘ 4;;:;.&:,“\‘ ] ,_»’,‘,. . 3 . __,;.4; pel a8 -‘;:. A o s B ot
&L it edsbiiae ol TN

for f- e R J«.ﬂ‘\ ul ¥ 4

the 0 ;‘,C-*g“‘fw-,A i% ohrsiaing

the fulluse pesalble ac:t carting of i r‘ﬁ"-‘fi“‘"*"’- oo s

acnw tn Scut! en3e AEis.” ‘ 4

; y.*«i,. Tﬁa fanil 8 exprécsﬂd & strc*g deslre to heve a peias of to- ke
| o tke thcu:ivn offices. thus the zext resolution: -, s S g

s RO ”The Leayue requests that Pteeidcnf Niren aﬂpoint :3.1nC' A
e R f- the White Bouse Executive Staff level vhose primsry resp: T
St 7§ will be to carry out the Preaidcat * pledgc tor .be c#%p
- : accounting of our miasing men,' S

.,'~ 3 3 LA PP IE v"'
ch e T Mo, J, -

: ﬂblle Gcneral Kingaton s preqentatioa Vas sppr’ciatsd by‘thc‘z- ;étfltihﬁ
1!:& deaply coacerned over the fact that the authorities to eazd?: Foiw2 7
o Casualty R.solntion Centecr to do its ‘Jodb had not been negotta*eﬁ e

Sk "Tha Lcngug {s dissatisfied with th- inactivity of tha Ur ety
ST L Gowermment and Korth Vietnasm in providing the Joint Casce s
. .lI 7. - i.Center the rights of over-flight and entry into all of Si
I Bk " The League demands that all efforts be exhav.ted to make -
(i S - {the Governments of U. S,, DRV, PRG, rathet Lao and Khy=w :
s " aware of the fact that Azarican POL. - st be relesssd or pand o
_lccounted for and the ewissing acceu. for within siz w»
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Mnny of our fanilies expresszed their di: :- sure that our im sl ae

. . _tions with the CQSR and China have not had ¢ _spact on the mis: -
b pwbln' s : :
s . Trbe Leaguc strongly oppoces tbc gr.--inz of "mcst favci-
Lo, Lo status for trsde with the United Steics to eithar Ruwsix
ce-Fhe o o077 ymed] these two countries have as:zisted {r briaging ghe -
e e * .Southeast As{s to sn end, and until they have demapsirar. -

~ 7.7 Sneistence that North Vietnam must vigorously assist inz
T States in obtaining the fullest possible nceounting ol :‘
e '-a; ntssing throsghout Southeast Asia.” : i A

= Thc lnai!ies ezprccsnd thair ditplelnurc that tbe Uoitéaiﬁatf -
s ,’ nothtng Lo help {n this humanitarisn effort, snd felt thar U. I,

B pcrt he LN ehould be reduced unless such s dome: .
: -Qﬂ"fha Lcagnc bcltevc- thet the prcsert v, S. rele in ths

. 18 actually socouraging the United iations' pttituda of =

- .. towsrd ghe plight of wizsing Amevisovs apd thelr farflls
Bt T [?f»’ " believes that unlees tha Tedited Xatleux {n avle te mesus
o DT greouwating of N1Aa in 90 days, our Jovarswesat abanld g
et e .4 its ghare of ghe Boited Kstlons Ruc 3 ta 7 sﬁicHAis o
St Ry -7 af tbe popuiaticn af a1} I™ eowhsr ccter, Tor Liexag !
JoenRARL . theg such actlen (e rot merely ee o op, vt Jesiioe
STL o Gewmppasnt tagey Arcicle T &€ the 7o _,» ca;ger:xsf,“;v
'. = r‘._ 2 -
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\ Dedicated 1o those . \
/: who proverte our Jrovdom,

shail it foreier endure

-

TADISON AV, SUITC 706

YORK, N.Y. 10017
§69-1128

20 November 1973

The Honorable Henry Kissinger -
Secretary of State and Assistant to the President
Washington 25, DC . &

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed please find the letter which I had sent to Mr.

Peter Burke on 25 September 1973 regarding your meeting with
us to discuss the most urgent issue of the accounting of the
Missing in Action in Southeast Asia. Mr. Burke had suggested
that we meet during the second week of October to discuss

the MIA situation which, as you know, is one that holds a
priority within the minds and hearts of the families of the
missing-and the vast majority of the American people as well as
VIVA.

We realize that your schedule is a very hea vy one but on the
same hand, this issue is a very timely one. With your approval,
we would like to arrange a meeting within the next thirty days
- to discuss this so urgent a humantarian issue.
|
' Please contact me at your earliest opportunity. so that we can set
a date for the meeting that will be most convenient for ysu.

On behalf of the returned Prisoners of War and the families of
the missing, let me extend our sincerest thanks for your concern

for the Missing in Action. I look forward to hearing from you
shortly. '

Very truly yours,
VIVA

s 7%[)\
rad L e

Jdim A, Franchi
ircctor of Hew York Operations ‘

JNV/ o

‘ cne,

’
1
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Dedicated to those
wkho preserve our freedom,
$tall wt furever endure

"85 Madison Avinue
xw York, N.Y, 1C022
112} 751-4050

25 September 1973 \

i e :
L (7¥x\_ | s
-Fhe Honorable Doctor ﬁenrx\K1531n*er -

Secretary of State
fWashlnﬂton 25, DC

ttention; Peter Burke

ear lr. Burke:

'ﬁt was an extrcme pleasure speaking Nlth you on the phone last
{&uday, 21 Septenver.

explained to Lhe families Dr. KlSSlnger's reason for not beang ey
Yloc to meebt with thew 16E any _LUID‘LIL of time and ziso Q’OUT th-c'r:g ';.'LC'.“.

O arrange a mecting during the 2nd week of October to discuss with
;5;} Kissinger the Missing in Action. The families were most plea
.that a meeting can be arranged

E- would greatly appreciate your earliest response on a confirmation
;rf date so that I can Cuntact the families and meke final arrangement:z.

Again, meny thenks for your concern for the Mlss¢ng in Action. Hoping
-to hear from you soon, I remaln,

v.ery truly yours,

VIVA

'.ohn A. Franchi
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Augest 17, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: LEE HUEBNER

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT
Attached is a minor modification suggested in the text.
We think it is locking quite good.

The National League of Families has besa urging that
some reference to the MIA's be added, but I have not
been able to find a way to insert it without destroying
the symmetry of the text.

Would appreciate receiviag coples of any further drafts.

Attachment

&
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The attacks on the American military have taken m: ny forms,

L] { ’ T ——————
from élandering]vctlrans of VietnamEj misfits and drug addict_sj{

to the constant attempts to slash our defense budget, strip away
our strength, and reduce us to a second-rate military power.

Most recently, the attack has focused on one specific action,
the bombing of North Vietnamese troops along the Cambodian
border in 1969 and 1970. This action -- an action that saved count-

.

less American lives -- has been twisted and distorted by those who

e Pl o geiae) ETOT I L (i

seek to discredit our armed forces and our purposes in Viétnam.
Here and now, Iintend to set the record straight.
.* L S
e The gllegations are that American airpower vi.olated the

neutrality of Cambodia in 1969 and that the action was taken furtively,
in order to deceive the Amcrican.people and the Congress.

These allegation§ are false.

What are the facts?

By 1969, North Vietnamecse troops had overrun the entire
border area of Cambodia and were using this occupied territory
as a privileged sanctuary from which to attack American and allied
troops in South Vietnam. The encmy concentrations were heaviest

in a strip of territory about ten miles wide running along the border
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THE WHITE HOUSE = b
WASHINGTON ,
July 27, 1973 o S AP
/'

During the past year we have witnessed the long
awaited return of our brave prisoners of war and
shared with their families the joy of their home-
coming., Our happiness has, however, been dim-
inished by our grave concern for the 1,300 men
who remain unaccounted for, and by the compas-
sion we feel for their loved ones.

I understand that General Kingston will be with you
on this occasion to report on the Joint Casualty
Resolution Center and on the progress of its efforts
to resolve the fate of our missing and to recover the
remains of the gallant men who died on the battle-
grounds of Southeast Asia. I want to reassure you
that I have put the highest priority on this mission,
and that we will not rest until its goals have been
fully met. We have lived up to our part of the Paris
Agreements and we intend to do everything in our
power to insist that other parties abide by them to
the fullest. :

Mrs. Nixon joins me in welcoming you to our
Nation'!s Capital. We sincerely hope that the task
which you have so earnestly pressed forward will
soon be accomplished and we pledge you our sus-
tained support.
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' NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

(202) 628-6811

"y

Was the accounting of the missing a topic of discussion
during your most recent meetings with Le Duc Tho? If

so, how much time was spent
what promises, if any, were
progress, if any, has since

Are the four-power military
making any efforts to break
developed with respect to a

on this particular problem,
you able to exact; and what
taken place?

teams in Saigon currently
the deadlock that has
full accounting of our

missing men?

What leverage do we have to stimulate additional action
on their part? And on the part of the North Vietnamese
(now that the mine removal has been completed).

What progress has been made with respact to the Cambodian
and Laotian situations? And what is the earliest date
that we can expect our inspection teams to gain admission
to these areas? We know an independent request was made
to the Pathet Lao.

At the time the Paris Agreement was being signed, and we
were awaiting the list of U.S. prisoners "held in Laos"
a number of U.S. officials indicated to us that they
expected a far more substantial list of names than was
ultimately received.

a) what was the basis for this expectation?

b) has the question been re-explored with Le Duc Tho?

c) what is your personal opinion or knowledge
concerning the possibility that Americans may
still be held captive in Laos?

publicly commented that
Is this still a valid

With respect to Cambodia, you had
no U.S. citizens were held there?
belief?

(29
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7. Several spokesmen for the U.S. Government, including Dr.
Shields at Defense, Frank Sieverts at State, and General
Kingston (who heads the Joint Casualty Resolution Center
in Thailand) all have publicly stated that the United
States has "no evidence that any of our missing men
survived. "

a) 1is this negative approach to the MIA problem
the official position of the President?

b) if so, why? Would it not strengthen our
position to make public statements to the
effect that we have as yet been furnished no
proof that any of our missing men are dead?

c) if this negative approach is not the official
position of the President, why have subordinate
spokesmen not been given White House guidance
to the contrary?

8. Although our returning POWs have related tales of torture
and inhumane treatment at the hands of the DRV and the
V.C., our Government has made no official protest
concerning these and other violations of the Geneva
Convention. 1Is it the policy of the President to remain
mute on this vital matter?

9. We are familiar with the unsuccessful efforts of the
four - power military team to obtain clearance for the
exhumation of the remains of our men who died in North
Vietnamese captivity, but why have other nations and
our own countrymen not been publicly alerted to this
failure by the DRV to honor its commitments? And why,
at the highest levels, has no public attention been
focused on other roadblocks that have developed in the
accounting efforts? Why hasn't there been more progress?

10. Tomorrow marks the 6-month anniversary of the signing of
the Paris agreement. Our Board strongly and unanimously
feels that this would be an appropriate time for either
you or President Nixon to make a strong public statement
outlining major problems that have arisen concerning
the accounting of the missing, with particular emphasis
on:
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a) the refusal of the other side to
return our dead.

" b) the refusal of the other side to provide
information on men we know (from photographic
and other evidence) to have been captured;
but who were not returned and not accounted
for, and

c) our inability to follow through with basic
investigations and accounting procedures.

May we have your comment on the possibility of obtaining
such a statement?
LN
11. And now, would it be possible for each member of the Board
who has remaining questions, to address one such question
to you?

July
26
1973
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 8, 1973
FOR;: ANNE ARMSTRONG

FROM: STEPHEN BULL y@-

General Scowcroft brought to my attention the letter to you from
Harry Dent with regard to Colonel Collins, the Vietnam returnee,
Although Col. Collins has not yet been formally notified, I wanted
to advise you that we are planning to have Col. Collins and his
"POW Chorus" perform the POW Hymn and ""The Lord's Prayer"
immediately following the invocation at the dinner. This will
certainly give Col., Collins a great deal of visibility,

ce: l/Gen. B. Scowcroft

i
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Washington, D.C.
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Dear Anne:

Lieutenant Colonel J. Quincey Collins is a South Carolina boy
vho vas a POW ia Vietnam for 7 1/2 years. He is giving very
serious consideration to runaing for the United States Senate
from South Carolina ia 1974, ve want him to do this very
much. I recently had him meet with our State Party Chairman, -
George Bush, Pred Deat and Roger Milliken when they were all
in South Carolina for a big Republican get-together. They
were likewise impressed.

Collins will be atteading the White House Reception for POW's
on "fiié"or vhatever date this is to be held. It is important
that 24" A hpgzgul. {1) that the President give him scme
special’ attention and‘ (3) that C51lins and a small group of
PON's be permitted to sing a few songs for the President, songs
they composed themselves on toilet paper while in captivity.

I realise that someone will say that the program is all set

as to how the President is going to entertain the POW's.
However, the POW's want to entertain the President, and since
this is their night at the White House, their special wish to
sing for the President should be honored.

I understand there may be a POW from South Dakota who is
considering running against George McGovern. George Bush has
information on this. He should likewise get special attention.

You may recall that the President told George Bush these are
the kind of people vho should be recruited to make these races
in 1974. Collins has been a tremendous hit as a speaker before
civiec groups across South Carolina. The idea of runaing him
was brought to us by civic group leaders who have been so
impressed with his convictions and his ability to articulate
these convictions. The basic oconviction he has is that America

is turning too soft, and down here that hits better than anything

I know.
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Honorable Anne Armstrong
Page 2

His idea is to run a canpaign based on these convictions and
his determination to do something about this trend tewards
softness in America. As to his feelings as to Watergate or
any other matter is oconcerned, he would be absolutely untouch-
able by Senator Hollings.

Senator Thurmond wvas out of the Country when éollins was here,
but I am sending him a copy of this letter to you so he will

be briefed on our plans for the Colonel. I am sure the Senator
will go along with the idea.

I am preparing to leave on a trip around the world and will

not be back until May 18, so I am leaving this good matter in
your good hands.

With best wishes, I am,

S8incerely,

Harry 8. Dent
HSD:nn

cc: Senator Strom Thurmond
rigadier General Brent Scowcroft
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL #2585
" May 10, 1973
MEMO FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
o
FROM: WILLIAM L. STEARMAN ‘)

1 SUBJECT: May 24 POW Program

I think it would be a good idea to invite
those suggested in the attached State

3 memo -- especially the foreigners who
were very popular with our POW's.
(I have no strong feels, about the others.)

. 7

State needs a reply soon in order to make
the necessary arrangements in time.
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S/5-7308405
DEPARTMLNT OF STATE

W/ askingtan, 0D.C. 206520

May 8, 1973

UNCLASSITIED

-

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HENRY A. KISSINGER
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: President's May 24 Program for POW's

The Sec>ctary has asked me to convey his strong
hope that the six non~US citizen returnses who were
held and relecased with our men in North Vietnam can
be invited to the President's May 24 dinner for our
returned POW's. (A list of their names is attached.)
We know from our returning men that these people
conducted themselves with great character in captivity.
The two Germans, for example, endured solitary confine-
ment for their refusal to denounce US policy. The two
Philippine employees of the Voice of America served as

PUDSI. N SN e ~ FAasv ArmAavir~an DAl ccmad+ ~vyas+ mareanal »ialk
“ o e e VY e N b h e\ A A4 M de e N Naa s A | -~ — M- - =~ —e—— -———— -

The two Canadians also comrorted themselves well in
captivity. Tentative invitations have already been
extended to the two Germans, and the Secretary strongly
recommands that they at least, and preferably all six,
be invited. This would be popular in the home countries
and beneficial to US foreign policy interests.

The Secretary also thinks it would be good to
expand the invitation list to include selected Members
of Congress (especially those who supborted the Presi-
dent's POW and Vietnam policy). In addition, he recom-
mends that others who contributed to our POW efforts
also be invited, such as Frank Borman, who visited
eleven countries in 1970 as the President's Special
Representative on POW's, and H. Ross Perot, who carried
out wide-ranging POW efforts in 1969-71 and who is
himself hosting two major parties for our returncees;
and kecy State Departmcnt aides who worked on this
subject. (A suggested list from which such invitations
could be drawn is also attached.) - \

UNCLASSITFIED
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The Secretary recognizes that the invitation
list already stands at 1200 and that space is
limited. However, he believes the importance of
this occasion is such that it should be broadened
to include Members of Congress and others who
helped in our POW efforts through the years.

The Department has set aside the Eighth Floor
Reception area for Mrs. Nixon's tea for the wives
(and other female guests) and the West Auditorium
for the President to meet during the afternoon with
the men. We would appreciate knowing if the Presi-
dent wants State Department officials to join in the
briefing. :

\ ' !

e )0 e

H 2 “‘.' 1

- Theodore L. Eliét, Jr.
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

Lists

UNCLASSIFILED
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RECOMMENDED LIST OF NON-US RETURNELS
TO BE INVITED TO MAY 24 POW DINNER

Returnee Nationality Date of Capture
Miss Monika Schwinn West German Bpril 27, 1969
(Nurse)

Mr. Bernhard Diehl West German Bpril 27, 1969
(Nurse)

Mr. Candide Badua Philippine Feb. 1, 1968
(voa)
Mr. Arturo M. Philippine Feb. 1, 1968
Balagot . - (VOA) .-
Mr. Marc Cayer Canada (IVS) Feb. 1, 1968
Mr. Lloyd M. Oppel Canada bek, 27, 1972
(missionary)

All were released with US POW's
March, 1973.

(Invitations may be extended through State Department.)
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RECOMMENDED ADDITIONS TO GUEST LIST
FOR MAY 24 POW DINNLR

Government

Acting Secretary of State and Mrs. Kenneth Rush
Ambassador William H. Sullivan

Ambassador and Mrs. Graham Martin

Ambassador and Mrs. G. McMurtrie Godley
Administrator of AID and Mrs. John Hannah
Director of USIA and Mrs. James Xeogh

State Department Deputy Legal Adviser
and Mrs. George H. Aldrich

State Department Special Assistant for
Pricnner nf War Matters and

Mrs. Frank A. Sieverts

- Non-Government

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Borman
Mr. and Mrs. H. Ross Perot

Ambassador and Mrs. Henry Cabot Lodge
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSFE

°
WASHINGTON

May 23, 1973

7:45 p.m.
MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFET
FROM: DAVID C. HOOPES % :
SUBJECT: Remarks for POW Events

Steve said I should dex to you the Reception Remarks and the Toast
Remarks, which are only a part of the 26+ pages of material which
have been prepared by the writers, and which the President
received this evening at 6:00 p.m. prior to hie departure., The
titles of all of the materials are listed below, and the materials I
am sending you are noteds

-- Suggested Remarks: POW Reception at State Department*
-- Fact Sheets Dinner Honoring POWs
-- Selected Quotes from Returning POW's
= == POW YViguettes :
# -- Suggested Remarks--Introductory Remarks Prior to Dinner
-- Suggested Remarks: Toast to POWs*
= RN Anecdote from March 29 Speech *
.- Recommendations for the Toast*
-- Suggested Remarks: Introduction of Bob Hope
-~ Introduction of Irving Berlin

*Indlcatei those materlals dexed to you and attached herewith.

The writers, at General Haig's request, are now preparing several

- pages of additional Statements for the State Department Reception
to incorporate some of the Norfolk Remarks. I will dex you a copy
as soon ag¢ I receive it. '

Thaunk you.
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(Khachigian et a)PG '  May 23, 1973

SUGCRSTED RITMARKS: POW RECEPTION AT STATE DUPARTMENT '

As you might know, Bill Rogers is out of town on a tour
of Latin America. When I told him I would hold a receptlion for you
at the State Dcpartmcnt in his absonce, he said, "That's {ine, Mr,
President, but is Henry comirg too?” 1didn't know what worried

- - BIill uatil I found out that Ilenry made plans to use the Oval Office

until [ got baék from tiﬂs reccption,
| W oA o #‘

Tonight, I hope we will have the opportunit} to enjoy our=-
selves socially, but let me be scrious for a moment,

= Tho pros and cons of how América bocame involved in

Vietnam have hcen .d'ebated a tiwusand times. DBut, for today, I ‘
know I speak for all,'American's when 1 say thank you to a vexy
special band of men and a very spccial group of families, The
story of your courage and love of country has helped to inspire

and unito us all,

EE R R
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- Somo of you arc aware, I know, of the very difficult decision
I had to m:.xkc last December, [t was among the most difficult
decisions of my Presidency, When we maké decisions and when
times are most difficult, we a_ll socli a source of’strenglh. I fef
call how you men looked to faith in God, and.so did I. I rcecall
hhow all of you looked to loyaltsr to your country's high principlos..
and so did 1. ;

,gﬂ“;‘.\:ﬁ"fl/know too that you looked to comfurt from your ‘comtades.
?P“V\St }Ff Let me just add, that in those grave moments my thoughts
¢ ofton went to you and your families. I cavn assurc you that there
ma)'r have been times when you were alone and that I was al'onc -
but last Dccomber, your courn.gc and the co,urégc of your loved
oncs gave me a detormination and hope that bridged the distance

between us., [ shall never forget that, | |
L BRI SRR R N
Few cherish peace more than the warrior, | for he knows
best the 'ra.vngc of war., Dy your scrvice and the service of
niillions of your coinrades who gave their service, theip wounds

or thair lives, you hastencd the cumning of the peaco.

L
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The question will be asked as it is of all wars and all trials

in life: “Wns jt worth it -« those yvears ant of my lifa? v History's

answer (s yes, Your sacrifice not only helped us to honor our

pledge to the 17 miuion people of Vietnam but also to lay the

foundation for a gencration of peace. All free people will always

O”Xb j};ﬁ{c thankful for that legacy. . '
le\) : L e e
\r %ﬁj\("‘/ Thoughts on Heroism ‘

Y

: . "Wars may cecase, but the necd for horoism shall not depart

from the earth, while man remains man and ovil exists to bo
redressed, " Adm, Alfred Thayer Mahan -- 19th Century.

Justice I-Iolmeé or{co remarked that a hero touches all of us

"with the contagion of his gxer\,——'\, :

Wﬁ{ /‘J’WVJ# d K

/Wko ".‘)*Wﬁ/. o - M[M o
"‘ P N eV
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(Khachigian) DG TAB A
May 23, 1973

SUGG‘-“‘ST 2D REMAREKS -- I\TRODQCTORY RE\IARKS PRIOR
TO DI ER

(Note; Following RN's welcoming remarks to the POWs before
dinner, he will be introducing the PO\ Chaplain for an invocation,
The POV Chaplain is Captain Charles R. Gillespie, USN, After
the invocation Gillespie will introduce the POW Chorus to sing the
POW Hymn. RN will probably want to allude to the POW Chorus
before the invocation begins,)

I want you to know how proud we are to have you as our guests
this eVening. Pat and [ may be your hosts for the evening, butl

know grateful Americans everywhere throughout our great land are’

our true hosts toni r {“/ -—L‘_ ( ./ Mmﬂ‘%
Cf/"g"""/ CI:M/\ M‘-vw:r M\—R\M‘tu_\"f Vai
My staff tells me ,this is the biggest dinner ever held at the %)

White House. I think that is important because I can't thinkof a
bigger or better occasion that could be held"at the \White House.
LR
Someoneo tolci me about your housing facilities while you are in
Washington, I think you would agrec with me that it's a long way

from the Hanol Hilton to the Washinaton llilton,

bQou
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I hope no one objects to the fact that we are having an American

’

menu this é\reninﬁ. L s'pecifically ordercd that there be no pumpkins,

turnips or rice,
onou
As you know, the American flag which flew over Clark Air Base
on your first arrival is flyi_ng: tonight over the White House. -Just
as that flag symbolized your return to Clark it is also a token tonightv
of how welcome you are in this home. ‘
ERR

Just ane more fhing. I know that you g‘entle en are more than

- familiar with\the tefrm "debriefing.’"

ou will Aotice that there are f
i

many fine domeXti¢ wines and champagnes\oiyour menu tonight. Pleasc

'do me a favor and|/den't bother to give any debxd fingsv onih}is dinner

tomorrow moraing. o

oF i
e

44

— e e —
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SUGGESTED REMARKS: TOAST TO POWs

(Note: Brigadier General John Flyan, in responding to RN's
toast, will express gratitude to RN, American people, and the
services. He never lost faith in pledaies of Cominander in Chief.

He may refer obliquely to December bombing.

During toast remarks, Flyan will introduce two junior oflicers
who, with him, will present RN with a plaque in token of the POWs'
edteem. : £

While in prison the POWs, on holidays, proposed toasts to RN
as Commander in Chief. Flynn will explain that tradition and the
toast will be offered in the same way that it was in prison.

It is now expected that RN will toast only the POWs. As a sur-
prise, you may wantto ask the POWSs to rise in a secoad toast --
to their familles and loved ones.) :

R B

t}\\“ﬁﬂﬂ . Before I begin, 1 know you will want to join me in a brief moment

of silence in honor of your comrades who gave their lives, those who

lie. wounded, and those who have not yet becn accounted for.

BB &
 As we sang our National Anthem tonight, my thoughts drew back

in history to another war and to a prisoner of war named Francis

Scott Key. He wanted to kaow during his captivity whether the "'Star
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Spangled Ba;-mer” stil'l waved "AVer the land of the free and the
home of the brave, " ‘

We knew that the same qQuestion was in your minds throughout
your long or§ca1, -and we did everything we ;:ould to let you know

- that the flag under which you had served was still flying high and
would continue to for as long as it toék to bring you home with your
heads held high. .

Becau‘se of your sacrifices and your heroism, Americans can
salute our ﬂag more proudly and feel the meaning of our Anthem
more deeply than we ever have before.

Because you kept faith with America, America has gained
new faith in {tself, | |

LR

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED : 2
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



Ve N o4y

v3e '

RN ANECDOTE FROM MARCH 9 SPEECH

One of the most moving moments of my Presidency
"came this spr.ing ivhen I talked to a man who had spent almost
8 years in a Communist pPrisoa camp in North Vietnam, For over
4 years ha was lq solitary coxﬁ‘inement. He lived on two meals
a day, usually justa plece ot'bread, a bowl of soup. | All he was
glven to read was Communist propag'anc.h. All he could listen
to was the Communist pPropaganda on radio,

I asked him how he was able to survive it and come home,
standing tall and proud, saluting the American flag. He paused
for a long time before he answered, .And then he said, "It is
difficult for mo to answer, I am not very good at words. All
l can say is that it was faith -- faith in God and faith in my
country, "

Iu ﬁmen who suffercd so;mi:ch for America can have such
faith, lot 'up who have reccived so much from America renew our
faith -« our faith {n Cc:d, our 'x’.aith in our coimtry, and our faith

in ourselves,
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Throughout the long ordeal in Vietnam, all of us were gravely
concerned about our prisonars of war, |

Now that these valiant men have returned to our shores, along
with two-and-one-half million of their comrades who also served

in Vietnam, we must all become guarélians of peac'e.

Through the efforts of _thé American serviceman in Vietnam,
we are close to a goal that we have only been able to dream about

for nearly 20 years: prosperity without war,

- We must now wage the peace with the same determination and

faith that we waced the war,

lt. L
We not only honor you men tonight, because you know better
than I that an equal drama played itself in our land. Your wives,
children, parents, and all your friends and relatives underwent the Cs»c‘-rv/
gost dilficult pe réonal ordeals in your absence. I know that as we s -

,h_on'or you, you won't want us to forget the great words of the boet,' |

Milton:  “"Thes also serve who only stand and wait." And I assure

-

you that they, too, served with distinction and courage.

L
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man today stands just as tall as the men who fought at Concord, at

-

&« Gettysburg. at Guadalcanal and at I.nchon. Long after the bitterness
and controversy surrounding the political side of this conflict have
been forgotten, the heroic conduct of the American fighting man in

Vi.etnam will be remembered,

, e . '.'..A'.’ . o0 o 1990 mge

###
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RECOMMPFNDATIONS FOR THE TOAST

Gencral Flvnn:

Belleves that the President's toast should be brief and that the
POWs' prescnce that cvening fully bespeaks RN's feelings
towards them. Fe feels that an accolade would be almost re-
dundant, The POWs, s2ys Flvna, don't consider themselves
unique, #o.that RN might say that the POWs are a symtcl of
what the services produced, He feels that the POWs areo simply
the results of fate's random selection. Since the services re-
flect the civilian Population, the accolade ought to be to_the
- services. .

Admiral Stockdale:

Admiral Stockdale felt there were a number of points RN might
consider, Stockdale believes that the POWs won a battle of
their own in encouraging the Naorth Vi

letnamese to imorove their
treatment, While RN was working eifectively on the outside to
obtain their freedom, the POWs were showing strength within
the camps to undermine the North Vietnamese torture program,

From 1965 on, resistance began in an organized way, POWs
opcrated as a military unit (later to be named the Fourth Allied
POW Wing -« sce fact shect) to preserve the honor of the in-
dividuals and the U.S, One important impact of the Sontay
mission was to cause the relocation of all the POWs into a central
a4reca, making organization and resistance more possible.

When the POWs were reduced to imprisonment without life's
amenities, they gravitated to basic values: faith, loyalty to
country and loyalty to tho President. Stockdale also pointed out
that somc POWs were not in this chala of organization and -
refercnces to it should not be all inclusive (i.e., collaborations),

Stockdale stronygly believes so'mc mention should he made of
POWs dvirg durire internment and the MIAs, .
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General Scoweroft:

RN should pursuc the theme he has before: how proud we are,
what an uplilt there is to the national spirit, how the manner of
their roturn endad the conflict on an upbeat -- with the POWs
heads held high. :

The conflict was larger than just Vietnam, We were there and
playcd a role in such a way that our allies could have confidence
in our roliability and our encmies would respect our integrity

and willingness to stand.

Roger Shields (DOD Dircctor. Proiect Homecoming):

Commend the families who were under the most difficult ores-
sures -- they matched the sacrifices of their loved ones. They -
stood tall though thoy had the greatest right of anyone to ask for
immediate return. Also mention the MIAs (the "unaccounted for")
and those wi.o died in imprisonment. '

Bill Timmons:

Not the appropriate forum to criticize the Congress directly, but

a line or two is necessary about not reducing defense funds -- same
theme as in Norfolk. The U.S. is the only country which stands
up and can be counted upon. We can't bo weak,

Dick Moore: '

Upbeat.and straightforward,

Bill Baroody:

.

RN should broadcn the focus to lnciudc_;ll_\:ctnzansf A good forum
to designate a day in honor of all Vietaam veterans,

¢ 07

A s ]

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED

This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



—

(Khachigian)DG - ' May 23, 1973

SUPPLEMENTAL REMARKS: POW RECEPTION AT STATE DEPARTMENT

The easiest thing to do when peace is achieved is to turn

inward; to be concerned only with ourselves; to let our guard down;

~ to rest our inner resources.

That would be a traglc mistake beccause the greatest threats
to peace can come when the th{oata appear to be least apparent,

You don't disband the fire department after the fire has been

extinguished, And l assure you today, I am not going to preside

over the dismantling of our national defonse when the greatest

promisc for a ‘generation of peace is still at hand,

Lo

Talking about peace is much easier than keeping the peace,

Those who talk of peace do 50 by calling for reductxons in thc defensc
~budget. Those who act for pcace know that we can do 8o only when
we have a strong natjonal defunse.

Thoso who talk of peacc believe the world will become leas

: belligerent {f we simply do not talk belligerently, Rut those who-

| act for peace know that we can't nagotiate with words If we cannot

act with morec than words,
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Those who talk of peace may believe that strength is a
belligose word, but those who act for Peace know that strength
- {8 more than a word when negotiations az?c underway,
* ok w
The cause in which you fought so well and sacrificed so
much was the cause of peace., And that means not a phony peace,
not a paper peace, not a temporary éeace that would lla.at a hundred
. days and then be ripped apart by tho guns of renewed aggression,
You Iaici your lives on the line for a real peace, one that
would last, so that the .children of Indochina could grow up without
‘violence and so that the children of the United States wc;uld not have’'
to fight a now. way épringing up out of the ashes of this one a few
: years'from' now. That {s why we are taking the steps now, through
diplomacy and through strength, to sec that Hanoi kecps the promises
it mado In Paris. L
LI
Wu want to reduce tho burden of arnmis that has wexghed so
heavily on the world for go long -- but we want that reduction to
be mutual aa a result of nogotiation, not unilateral as a rosull of

wishful thinking.
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Let's nevoer send the President of the United States to
the conference table as head of the second strongest nation in

the world,

. % ok %

Admiral Nclson -- the great English hero -- died at the

moment of his greatest triumph during the battle of Trafalgar,
. And his last words, as he fell to the deck of his ship, were these:

"Thank God I have done my duty.' Many of.our comrades in arms

did not live to see the peacc for which they fought. But each .
momber of this group can also say as he looks back on his service

to the nation: "Thank God, I have done my duty. "
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March 27, 1973

No. 90
LIST OF CIVILIAN PRISONERS OF WAR
CAPTURED IN SOUTH VIET-NAM AND
RELEASED ON MARCH 21, 19173
Name Nationality Date of Date of
Birth Capture
DAVES, Gary Lawrence American ©12/16/42 2/3/68
Mescalero, New Mexico .
MEYER, Lewis Ernest American 8/3/33 2/1/68
San Diego, California
OLSEN, Robert F. American - 9/17/38 2/2/68
Temple City, California
RUSHTON, Thomas, Jr. American 10/10/34 2/2/68"
New Bedford, Massachusetts
_WILLIS, Charles Edward American 2/28/26 1/31/68

Pocatello, Idaho

X * ® X k& X x &k *

For fucith: > informotior . :nﬂﬁw B Pl Sieverts, 632-9454
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March 27, 1973

No. 91

LIST OF CIVILIAN PRISONERS OF WAR
CAPTURED IN LAOS AND

TN T T

RELEASED ON MARCH 28, 1973

Name

BRACE, Ernest Cary
Superior, Arizona

MATTIX, Samuel Allen
Centralia, Washington

el UL 38 ECATENERWNEL .t

Nationality Date of
Birth

American 8/15/31

American 12/6/52

* ® * k * X * % &
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ELY ' YO‘D
MAR 9 1973
MEMORANDUM FOR: BRUCE KEHRLI
T BRENT SCOWCROFT/®)
SUBYECT: P-2286

Presideatial Action Memorandum P-2286, dated February 26, 1973,
R requested an evaluation of a New York Times article on disputes aad
dissention in POW camps.

A check with the Pentagen reveals that this story was a greatly
exaggerated report based upea unzuthorized semrces at Clark Alr
Force Base. DOD Public Affairs officers quickly meved to put the
story dowa and there were no subsequent reperts after the first
day's run. Subsequeat press iaterviews with POWs peinted eut that
while Americans would cbviously express a variety of views even ia

captivity, there were no vieleat disputes such as the Moy York Times
Ch‘n‘.

- We are sstisfied that this stery was adequataly dealt with by DOD
aad that ao farther followup Lo necsssary.

LJ:nm:3/8/73

DECLASSIFIED
£.0.12356,.Sect. 3.4

NS qleo/a3  Fa3aiasO

Q;WWJKMMM Date_3/ 27[43
SA 49
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVELY -CONFIDENTHAL

March 8, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
FROM: LES JANKA“'/
SUBJECT: Kehrligram on POW Story in Times

In the memo at Tab B, our attention is directed to a New York Times

story about disputes and dissension in POW camps. It was requested

that a study be made to determine the occasion of the story and if it is
inaccurate, to discredit it.

Checks with Jerry Friedheim's office indicate that this story resulted
from a bad case of overwriting from an unauthorized interview with a
homecoming staff officer at Clark. ChappieJamesquickly put the
story down in his talks with reporters here, and he was successful to
the point that the story was not picked up again anywhere.

The suggested response from you to Kehrli at Tab A tells him the
matter was taken care of to your satisfaction,

ADMINISTRATIVELY.CONFIDENTIAL
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 26, 1973

ADMINISTRATIVELY -CONFIBENTHRAEL

M EMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
FROM: BRUCE KEHRLW
SUBJECT: Times Story on POWs

The February 23 News Summary contained the following note:

-=- All nets noted Times story of disputes, divisions
over war in POW camps.

Referring to the above, it was requested that an evaluation of this
Times' story be made and, if the paper is in error, it should be
discredited.

You should follow up with the evaluation and work with Ron Ziegler
and Bill Baroody to correct any errors found.

Please forward a report on actions taken to the Office of the Staff
Secretary by March 6, 1973,

Thank you.

cc: H.R., Haldeman
Ron Ziegler
Bill Baroody
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Question:

Answer:

NOLONIHNSVYM
3ISNOH ILIHM IHL

INVESTIGATIONS OF POW STATEMENTS

With American prisoners home, will there be any
investigation of the reported statements they made
while in captivity against American policy?

My concern at the moment is the return of all of our
prisoners and to insure the fullest possible accounting
for all the missing. I don't think it is useful at this
point to speculate about what might or might not have
been said under conditions of severe stress. A Suffice
it to say that we are very proud of our POWs and the
sacrifice they have made--as we are of all those who

have honorably helped carry the burden of the defense

of Vietnam.
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MEMORANDUM

HIGH PRIORITY

MEMORANDUM FOR.:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

2 ¥

e

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 25, 1973

GENERAL SCOWCROFT
DA RKER

Ross Perot Dinner in Sanfrancisco
April 27

Concerning the attached memo covering the phone call you
had from Ross Perot, I suggest you advise him that a phone
call will not be possible.from the President on this occasion.

However, I think it is absolutely essential that a Presidential
- message be sent to this event and by copy of this memo I am

so alerting Eliska Hasek and telling her that if she needs

any additional information concerning the dinner, she should

contact you,

CC: Eliska Hasek

5.5
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE J
V\'..-\SHINGTQN }/’
April 24, 1973 / . ’K/
1973 A°R Pl 1 49 W
MEMORANDUM FOR: DAVE PARKER Wr/l ¥
c.,li/'
v
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT @ Q

/

_~"1do not think a Presidential phone call would be a good idea but,

o

o

/
[

1

S

Ross Perot has been in touch with me regarding a dinner he is
giving in San Francisco on April 27.

He is inviting 80 of the military team’which made the raid on the
Son Tay prison, together with their wives, and a somewhat lesser
number of ex-POW's who had been imprisoned at Son Tay. John
Wayne and Glenn Ford are participating and other celebrities have
been invited.

Perot alee inquired, low-key, .about the possibility of a Presidential
phone call or message to the dinner.—I-told him L would look into
the possibilities- but made no commitment in any way. o

-—

—

depending on what the practice has been for similar occasions,
I think a Presidential telegram to the dinner might be a nice
gesture.
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
February 16, 1973
FOR: BRIG, GEN, BRENT SCOWCROFT
\\

FROM: STEPHEN BULL ,9&

:
RE: Calls to the President from POW Families

\‘\

As you know I have been taking calls from wives and mothers of POWs
that were intended for the President, We have been asked to compile

a small list of those special wives, such as Sybil Stockdale, to whom

the President might wish to speak sho\uld they call, Could you please

prepare this list and send it to me so tPa\ti it will be on hand,

For all calls from people other than those& you list, I will take them,

It would be helpful, particularly if the volume builds, for you to take
some of these calls occasionally, particulahly because of your previous
dealings with some of these families,

Thank you, \
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. D C. 20301

1 MAR 973

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Employment Opportunities for-POWs

During our recent talks I mentioned employment opportunities for
returning POWs who wished to leave active duty. This memorandum
responds to your request for additional information concerning this
subject,

An "Industry Committee on POW Employment'' consisting of 16 major
companies, corporations and associations, has pledged to find jobs for
any returning POW who elects to leave the military service. The com-
mittee was developed by the Department of Defense from companies that
participated in Job Information Fairs held in Europe and the Pacific area
in 1972 for soon-to-be-veterans. Jim Oates was instrumental in promot-
ing and personally participating in the Information Fairs which bring
together representatives of participating firms and military personnel
planning to leave service.

- Each of the companies has additionally accepted the responsibility to
perform a liaison function with the remainder of industry throughout
the United States to insure that returnees choosing to leave the service
will be offered multiple job opportunities thereby increasing the chances
of being employed in the industry and geographical area of their choice.
Job opportunities will be developed at every level by the industry repre-
sentatives, matching the returnee's needs and ability, Where appropriate
the returnee will be offered the opportunity to participate in a company
sponsored training program to further qualify for a position. This is
tantamount to assurance that they will be hired.

This committee of companies has also accepted the responsibility for
representing industry at one or more of the 31 military hospitals where
the returnees will be processed. The representatives will work through
Department of Labor counselors, who also have been assigned to each
of the hospitals, to determine the interest of returnees in employment
and then to find each a job. A listing of companies and the hospitals

for which they are responsible which make up the Industry Committee
on POW Employment is attached.

zzg;>_
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All of the hospitals also have representatives assigned from the Office
of Education of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare for
educational opportunities; the Veterans Administration for all benefits
accrued to the individual; and the Small Business Administration for
any returnee who desires to establish his own business. Additionally,
points of contact have been established with the Office of Minority
Business Enterprise of the Department of Commerce for minority
returnees who want to establish their own business; and the U. S. Civil
Service <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>