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CTATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE

SUBJECT: EGRESS RECAP - PENDING RELEASE/RETURN OF THREE -
US PWS FROM NORTH VIETNAM s T

JEFSH Ae STATE 160671s Be VIENTIANE 6659, .

Co FRANCE 166462 De STATE; 163482 (ALL NOTA

L,

|+ SUBSEQUENT TO ANNOUNCEMENT '8Y HANOI ON 2 SEPT 1972 -
OF INTENTION TO RELEASE THREE US PWS; ADDITIONAL INFORMA

T10N ON RELEASE AND PLANS FOR TRAVEL FROM HANOT TO US HAVE
BEEN PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED BY MRSe CORA WEfS$S: AND' DAVIDs © - on
DELL INGER DURING PRESS CONFERENCES. WETSS/DELLINGER ARE ~ =
ANTI=WAR ACTIVISTS WHO HAVE HAD PART  IN PREVIOUS RELEASES

AND HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH NVN OFFICIALS TO ACT AS
INTERMEDIARIES/ESCORTS FOR PRESENT RELEASEs WEISS/

NELLINGER HAVE INDICATED THAT ESCORT GROUP WILL CONSIST

3F THEMSELVESs YALE CHAPLAIN REVe WILLIAM SLOANE COFFIN,

=L US TWO OTHERS SO FAR UNIDENTIFIEDs THEY PLAN TO DEPART

JUS ON 13 SEPT AND ARRIVE HANOI 16 SEPTe EXPECT TO DEPART
HANOI W]TH THREE RELEASED MEN WEEK LATERe - WEISS/DELLINGER .
WAVE STATED INTENTION TO AVOID POSSIBILITY OF ®MILITARY - . -
INTERVENTIONs™ PLANNING TO TRAVEL' BY COMMERCIAL AIR TO US"
AND DELIVER MEN DIRECTLY TO THEIR FAﬂ!LiﬁS;

H=EIEM

LN

RELEASED HAVE BEEN IDENTIEIED. BY NVN. AS NAVY LIE
s CHARLESY ANDL AL

MARKHAM Le GARTLEY AND NQORRIS
MAJOR EDWARD Ke ELIASe.

W

- N==><IM

“MoST PROBABLE

. WHILE THERE ARE OTHER POSSIBILITIE ‘
2 : 1A AEROFLOT =

PLANNED MODE OF TRAVEL FROM, HANOT WILLYg

5
»

b
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L RrRAFT TRANSITING VIENTIANE, RANGOONs CALCUTTA, BOMBAY,
SekENT TQ MOSCOwe TRAVEL FROM MOSCOW TO uyS COULD BE
TA AEX"FLOT OR US CARRIERe OR, ICC AIRCRAFT FROM HANOIL
: VIENTIANEe THENCE COMMERCIAL CARRIER TO BANGKOK AND USe
“ROUP CrULD PLAN A VARIETY OF OTHER ROUTES OR STOPS TO US{

3+ UPOn ARRIVAL AT VIENTIANE (OR OTHER FIRST POINT OF

CONTACT WITH US OFFICIALS)s GROUP SHOULD BE MET BY US

A~3ASSAS0R OR SENIOR US OFFICIALs AND MILITARY REPRESENTAG =
TIVE, IF APPROPRIATE, ACCOMPANIED BY US MEDICAL DOCTORs

T GROUe DOES NOT DEPLANES ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE MADE TO

T2 AND TALK TO PRISONERS ABOARD AJRCRAFTe (FOR VIENTIANEs -
LEASE aDVISE IF YOU THINK IT WOULD BE USEFUL: TO APPROACH

OVS HERE OR IN MOSCOW TO ARRANGE Acceés TO MEN ABOARD T .
ERQFLOT.) ‘ e ‘ : W

) e

» \)

4+ AMBASSADOR OR SENIOR US orrlchg, AND H(LttARY REPRE-~
SENTATIVE, [F APPROPRIATEs» SHOULD WARMLY WELCOME: R:LEAsea

MEN, ANP DOCTOR SHOULD UNDERTAKE QUICK MEDICAL' CHECK! TQ: ; e
ASSESS THEIR PHYSICAL CONDITION AND NEEDSc AND. THEIR s
FITNESS FOR ONWARD TRAVELe ™~ - ° . e

- i,; ¥

S5« ~THE RELEASED OFFICERS . ARE To BE reLo IHAT ARRANGE-~3
MENTS HaVE BEEN MADE TO RE?URN TO0 THE Us*on ‘U H!L!IARY.HED
ICAL EVACUATION AIRCRAFT. . DISCUSSION SHOULD BE XN~9981TIVE B
TERMS w~ICH ENCOURAGES THEIR ACCEPTANCE. QF: TRAVEL: UNDER qs
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL AUSPICESe SHOULD THEY REFUSE» THEY
c=JULD QE REMINDED THAT THEY ARE OFFICERS IN THE ARMED
SERYICES OF THE US AND ARE SUBJECT TO M!LIrARY REGULATIONS)
“OWEVER, NO REPEAT NO FORCE OR THREATS SHOULD BE USED

¢4ULD THEY STILL PERSIST IN RETURNING ON COMMERCIAL AlIRe
‘PAr.. OFFER CaN BE MADE FOR ANTl<WAR ESCORTS TO TRAVEL

WITH THE OFFICERS ABOARD HEDEVAC FLIGHTo:'»x~. .

&e SHOULD THE MEN ELECT ro PROCEED yr “COb
ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE MADE.FOR -US Orric;
CLUDING PHYSICIAN) TO ACCOHPANY THEH%AL

A
“\‘I

e b s

72 WE ANTICIPATE THAT, F]iEISOPPORt ONITY 35
WILL BE AT VIENTIANE. Rge@RBLess eﬁgriguﬁ'

P G e s ama o N e ]
PR (858
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M ;< AT ©IRST MEETING, US OFFICIALS SHOULD MEET PLANE AT
A'L STO"S AND B£ PREPARED TO ACCEPT CONTROL OF RETURNEES

©=CulLD THEY INDICATE A CHANGE OF MIND.,

8s IN ANTICIPATION THAT MEN AT SOME POINT ENROUTE WILL
COME UNDER US CONTROLs SERVICES ARE ARRANGING TO HAVE
v'L'TARY UNIFORMS AVAILABLE AT VIENTIANE.

$» IF MEN ELECT TRAVEL TO CONUS VIA MEDEVAC AND ARRANGE=

¥ZNTS FOR SUCH TRAVEL ARE NOT READILY AVAILABLE, THEY

~-OULD 2E ESCORTED TO SUITABLE LOCATION WHERE US CONTROL
ZAN BE MAINTAINED UNTIL ONNARD TRAVEL CAN BE' ARRANGEDo

s+ IMMgDIATE NOTIFICATION OF ALL EVENTS AND REQUESTS FOR

3

§ ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE SHOULD BE PASSED BY FLASH
PRECEDENCE TO SECSTATE AND SECDEF. 5

11+ ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE»AND INFORMATION WILL BE PASSED |
AS IT IS RECEIVEDe GDS ROGERS

-

*Not*ro e RePRODUCED
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES

OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006  (202) 628-6811

November 30, 1972

Dr. Henry Kissinger
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dr. Kissinger:

Before you depart for Paris, I urgently need to discuss with
you points to be considered in your negotiations concerning
the prisoners and the missing.

As the National Coordinator of our organization, I am
compelled to give assurance to our membership that you have
discussed, or will discuss all these concerns.

If I can meet with you in private to discuss them, I will not
divulge any of your specific replies -- a statement from me
that I have met with you will satisfy our League Membership
that you are returning to the negotiations fully briefed on
our deepest concerns. If there is absolutely no time for you
to meet with me, surely you can find a moment to contact me
by telephone.

These are the questions I need to discuss with you:

150 Are the North Vietnamese definitely committed to
accounting for all American prisoners and missing
held in North Vietnam, South Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia, and Red China?

24 Will the accounting be accomplished by an impartial
inspection team?

3i. What countries will be represented on the inspection
team?

4. Who is selecting the members of the inspection team?

5. For what length of time will the inspection team be
permitted to search and make accounting for our men?

i3
o
q?
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Dr. Henry Kissinger
November 30, 1972

Page Two

6. Will the team be permitted to inspect all areas of
North Vietnam, South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos?

T Is the impartial inspection team ready to go
right now?

8. Have the North Vietnamese stated unequivocally that
ALL prisoners will be released within 60 days of a
cease-fire?

9. Will there be a sequence of release? If so, have you
asked that the long-term and the sick and the wounded
be returned first?

10. Will there be one point of exit for the release Jf all
American prisoners?

11. Have the North Vietnamese stated how they will
physically gather the men at the point of release?

12. Are we negotiating for American prisoners held in Red
China?

Dr. Kissinger, if any of these questions have not been
brought up at the negotiations, and if your answers indicate
you will discuss them, our fears will be allayed.

You can be certain that 1800 American families will be
praying for your success in Paris.

Sincerely,

Helene L. Knapp (Mrs. Herman L.)
National Coordinator
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WASHINGTON

October 31, 1972

Dear Bill:

You and the members of your Department played
a very effective role in the return of the three
Americans recently released by North Vietnam
and I wanted you to know of my appreciation,

I am proud of the way in which our officials
conducted themselves in their contacts with the
released officers, their families, their escorts
and the press. Their tact and dignitv under dif-
ficult and complicated circumstances helped to
counter the efforts which were made to exploit
the release for propaganda purposes,

Please pass on my personal appreciation to

= Mr. Frank Sieverts for making the reception
arrangements and to Messrs. Adolph Dubs and
Thomas Dunnigan for their assistance in Moscow
and Copenhagen.

.Sincerely,
2 7
M—‘

~The Honorable William P. Rogers
Secretary of State
Washington, D, C, 20520
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WASHINGTON

October 31, 1972

Dear Mel:;

I deeply appreciate the very effective role which
you and the members of your Department played
in the return of the three Americans recently
released by North Vietnam.,

As you know, efforts to exploit the release for
propaganda purposes have been effectively
countered to a large degree. I believe the tact-
ful and dignified behavior of American officials,
here and abroad, contributed significantly to this
result. Our officials conducted themselves with
tact and dignity in their contacts with the released
officers, their families, their escorts and the
press, and they did so under difficult and com-
plicated circumstances.

Please pass on my personal appreciation to
Dr. Roger Shields whom I understand deserves
special recognition for his role in receiving the
men in New York and for his untiring efforts in
behalf of all our prisoners of war.

Sincerely,

I

The Honorable Melvin R. Laird
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

October 28, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 2
SUBJECT: Letters of Appreciation for U, S.

Officials Involved in Recent POW Release

Hanoi's recent release of three American POWs was no doubt calculated
to produce favorable publicity for North Vietnam. However, the propa-
ganda impact was to a large degree effectively countered by the superb.
performance of our officials who were involved in receiving the men.
Their carefully orchestrated reception procedure prevented a potentially
explosive situation from actually erupting in the midst of the news media.
Thus, we recommend that a Presidential letter of appreciation for a job
. well done be sent to Secretary Rogers and Secretary Laird.

Accordingly, we have prepared at Tabs A and B two letters of appreciation
for your signature to be sent to the Secretary of State and the Secretary

of Defense respectively. The letters express your appreciation for the
high degree of tact and sensitivity which characterized the Government
role in the release and extends special thanks to the individuals involved
in welcoming the men for their role in the release and their untiring
efforts on behalf of all the POWs. Ray Price concurs.

RECOMMENDATION: -

That you sign the letters to the Secretaries of State and Defense at

Tabs A and B respectively. :

A,
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ATIPNAR SECYRITY COUNCIL

ACTION

October 17,

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. KISSINGER

FROM: JOHN HOLDRIDGE‘W—

SUBJECT;: Letters of Appreciation for Uess,
Officials Involved in Recent POW Release

The U. S. officials who dealt with the recent POW release performed
superbly in welcoming the men in such a way as to sharply reduce
favorable publicity for the other side. An extremely effective and well
coordinated program was carried out under difficult and complicated
circumstances in the sharp focus of the international news media, Thus,
we recommend that a Presidential letter of appreciation for a good per-
formance be sent to Secretary Rogers and Secretary Laird.

Accordingly, we have prepared two letters of appreciation for the
President's signature at Tabs A and B. Also attached at Tab I is a
transmittal memorandum from you to the President recommending that
he sign the letters of appreciation. Ray Price concurs.

RECOMMENDA TION:

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I transmitting the letters of
appreciation.
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MEMORANDUM
ACTION
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
CONFIDENTIAT October 19, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. KISSINGER
FROM: JOHN H. HOLDRIDGE, /| (& 2 vnr 1
SUBJECT: POW's Negotiations Between Pierre
Salinger and North Vietnamese Officials
Attached at Tab A is a memorandum from you to the President which
summarizes recent FBI reports on current negotiations between Pierre
Salinger and North Vietnamese officials for the release of up to 40
U.S. POW's in the near future.
Recommendation:
That you forward the attached memorandum to the President.
cLAssIFIED sy _FBI e —
SCLIEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652
EXEMPTION CATEGORY e
~CONFIBENTEIAL ITO) LLY DECLASSIFIED ON Impossi '
AUTOMATICA Determine
DECLASSIFIED

E.Q. 12356,.Sect. 3.4
NSC  9/20/a3  Fq301250

B;.ﬁf[{/[,ww NARA, Date 9/27/93
5A99
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MEMORANDUM \“\%\
THE WHITE HOUSE

\

GONEIDENT LAL WASHINGTON INFORMATION
October 20, 1972
P T i1 TOT EA8 '

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

-
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGE mfﬁ_—
SUBJECT: POW Negotiations Between Pierre

Salinger and North Vietnamese Officials

A reliable FBI source has reported on two recent occasions that Pierre
Salinger may be negotiating with North Vietnamese officials for the
additional release of up to 40 American POW's.

According to an FBI agent, Salinger met with North Vietnamese
officials in Paris in the period late July-early August and obtained

an agreement for the release of 40 POW's in the near future. Detailed
arrangements to carry out the agreement were to be made at a meeting
in Canada in mid-October between North Vietnamese officials and
representatives of the Committee of Liaison with Families Detained in
North Vietnam (The Cora Weiss group which escorted the last three
POW's released by Hanoi).

A second source has just reported that this meeting was held on
October 14 in Montreal but details of the session are not yet known.

On October 16, the first source learned that Pierre Salinger had
recently agreed to travel to North Vietnam to escort 40 POW's home
but was insisting on their unconditional release. The North Viet-
namese reportedly are not yet ready to make the uncond1t10na1
guarantees requested by Salinger.

.

A
K- W

/

CLASSIFIED BY . AL DECLASSIFlCATION

FROM GE? o
EZI{‘;‘I‘;{ILE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER

v AT]E-G Impos Slbl
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
29, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. KISSINGER
FROM: JOHN HOLDRIDGEW
SUBJECT: Your Meeting with the POW /MIA Families

in Mid-October

General Scowcroft has forwarded a memorandum congratulating you for
a masterful performance before the Board of Directors of the National
League of POW/MIA Families and reporting that the League's Chairman,
Mrs. Carole Hanson, has informed him that you promised to address
the League's annual convention in Washington on October 16 (Tab A).

As you know, the League has invited the President to address the League
on that date and has invited Senator McGovern for the previous evening.
Under the circumstances we would not recommend that either the President
-or you appear before the League's convention. As you are also aware,
some thought had been given by us and by State's and DOD's POW people

to having the Vice President address the meeting.

We recommend that, rather than addressing the Convention's 1, 000

people you agree to meet again with the Board of Directors and possibly
the five Regional Chairmen, as you did on September 22.

If you agree with this recommendation, we would get in touch with General

Scowcroft and have him arrange the details for such a meeting.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you turn down the League's request to addrgss their convention and
that you meet with the ague's B:[Td of Direcipr's and, possibly, the
Regional Chairmen, i e White Hbusefduring ghe Convention period on

or about October 16. /
i

Disagree

Agree
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
September 26, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: DR. HENRY KISSINGER
FROM: GENERAL SCOWCROFT /@
SUBJECT: Meeting with the POW /MIA Families

It is becoming quite repetitious for me to congratulate you on a
masterful performance before the Board of Directors of the
National League of POW/MIA Families -- but a masterful per-
formance it was, once again. The families were very grateful
for the thoughts which you shared with them and the time which
you were willing to devote. You are able to do something for
them which no one else can duplicate.

The Chairman of the League, Mrs, Carole Hanson, informed me
today that you had promised to be available to address the Annual
Convention of the League on October 16. I told her that she must

- be mistaken, that you probably had indicated you might be willing
to meet again with the Board at that time. She reiterated, however,
that you understood it would be a meeting of the Convention of
the League, with perhaps a thousand family members present.

As you may know, the League has invited the President to address
them on that date. Senator McGovern has been invited for the
previous evening. As far as I know, a decision has not yet been
made with regard to the President's schedule, but I thought you
should know that the League leadership anticipates that you will
meet with them if the President is unable to do so.
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September 25, 1972 | 1o ety
. §oamo - ~ .
TO:  MURIAL HARTLEY T
: 4

FROM: BILL GULLEY

General Scowcroft would like

General Haig to have this copy of
this telegram which we have just
received.

TE HOUSE

MARK SINCE THEIR RELEASE
RE YOU THAT THEY BOTH ARE

18

DECLASSIFIED

56,.Sect. 3.4
q/e0/ 93 _F930[250

ay_ﬂ@;___,_ NARA, Date q[27 [‘13

sA 29

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



‘/ '.;~" r—-'
i ¢ - :A:‘ .’1 .
wis Sy

o
.

fe Hppap

&L L ey S s

WHDO18  PAQS2
P IPAO275 VIA WUI 1922/24 A 2%

UWA2023 HKWOT8 HFCB886 NR559 TN/0g2 G e

UWNX HL VTHA 0&2

HANOI %2 24 2200

LT

PRESIDENT RICHARD M NIXON WHITE HoysE

WASHINGTON/DC |

:E ':;:E A:;ENA ;nru NORRIS AND MARK SINCE THEIR RELEASE
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 23, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR:

DUTY OFFICER
STATE OPERATIONS CENTER

The attached message has been discussed with Mr. Miller

in the Staff Secretariat, and the Department of Defense has
been advised of its contents. Please see that it is dispatched
to all embassies involved in the possible return itinerary

of the U.S. prisoners-of-war from Hanoi

resident
urity Affairs

Deputy Assistant/to th
for International S

Attachment
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TO: ALL EMBASSIES INVOLVED

SUBJECT: EGRESS - RECAP - Release of Three US Prisoners
by NVN

REFS: A. State 165003 B. State 171526

1. Guidance provided by references is reaffirmed. Strongly
urge adherence to guidelines provided therein.

2. While guidance does not require issuance of orders, per se,
for men to return to US control, our objective remains to have men
returned to US control at earliest possible moment. We should
recommend in the clearest terms that the released prisoners come
under USG control and return via military medevac transport. The
approach should be made in a positive manner, and should leave no
doubt in the minds of these men that the USG prefers that they return
via military channels. At the same time, care must be taken to avoid
any sort of public confrontation with the men or their escorts.

3. We are concerned that public comment that we do not intend
to issue orders for men to return to US control might dilute our
efforts to provide earliest possible medical attention and the return
of the men to US under medical auspices. Posts are requested to avoid
such comment. If questions are asked by the press as to whether the

men have been ordered to return to US control, US officials should

SECRET
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avoid a specific response and make it clear that compassionate

criteria are being applied and that our policy is dominated by

concern for the welfare of the men.
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THE WHITE HousE

WASHINGTON

September 25, 1972

Admiral Murphy
Secretary Laird's Office

From: General Haig




THEV .ITE HousE

WASHINGTON

Date_9/25/72

TO: GENERAL HAIG
FROM: BRUCE KEHRLI
Per our conversation -- the attached.

Please advise of planned response or
forward recommended response for
President

cc: General Scowcroft
' Gerry Warren
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WN1 57 VIA RCA
HANOI 2200 SEPTEMBER 24 1972

THE PRESIDENT

WHITEHOUSE
IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED WE THINK
WE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO NEWYORK WITH THE ESCORT
DELEGATION STOP AND BE ALLOWED TO SPEND A FEW DAYS WITH
OUR FAMILIES COMMA IF SO DESIRED STOP

MAJOR EDWARD ELIAS NAVY LTJG MARK GARTLEY

}( NAVY LTJG NORRIS CHARLES
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BIS 56 FOR OFFICIAL “SE ONLY ZL (_

RELEASED U.S. PILOTS, FAMILIZS CABLE NIXON, OThL .S

41613 HANO NA INTERNATIONAL SERVICE IN ENGLISH
?gﬂgGMT 24 éEg %2 B

(TEXT) HANOI VNA SEPTEMBER 24~--THE FOLLOWING CABLES WERE
ENT TONIGHT FROM HANOI BY THREE RECENTLY RELEASED U.S.
ERVICEMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES, TO PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE
WIFE OF MAJR ELIAS, ASSURING THEM OF THEIR GOOD HEALTH
AND GOOD SPIRITS AND THEIR DESIRED INTENTION TO BE ACCOMPANIED,
WITHOUT INTERFERENCE, BY THEIR CIVILIAN ESCORTS INCLUDING
FEV. WILLIAM SLOAN COFFIN JR., PROFESSOR RICHARD FALX, DAVID
CELLINGER, AND CORA VWEISS.,

1ST CABLE:
PRESIDENT RICHARD M., NIXON
WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON D.C.

IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED WE THINK WE
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO NEW YORK WITH THT ESCORT
TELEGATION, AND BE ALLOWED TO SPEND A FEW DAYS WITH OUR
FAMILIES, IF SO DESIRED,

MAJOR EDWARD ELIAS

NAVY LTJG MARK GARTLEY

NAVY LTJG NORRIS CHARLES

O2ND CABLE:

CAPT. RUSH, BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
U.S. NAVY, WASHINGTON D.C,

- (SAME CONTENT) '

SRD CASBLE:

PRESIDENT RICHARD M, NIXON

WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON D.C.

WE HAVE BEEN WITH NORISS AND MARK SINCE THEIR RELEASE A
WEEK AGO AND WISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT THEY BOTH ARE IN
EXCELLENT HEALTH AND SPIRITS.

MRS. OLGA CHARLES

MRS. MINNIE GARTLEY

ATH CABLE:

GEORGE ELIAS

5022 PEACHTREE ST. VALDOSTA, GEORGIA, U.S.A.
GEORGIA AND MICHAEL,

I LOVE YOU. I AM IN GOOD SHAPE. ARRIVAL POSSIBLE
THURSDAY.. WILL CALL ABOUT MEETING IN NEW YORK.

EDWARD K. ELIAS.
24 SEP 1704Z PK/TM
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BIS 56 FOR OFFICIAL US. ONLY Z' L
FELEASED U.S. PILOTS, FAMILIES CABLE NIXON, OTHERS

?gélselﬁrHSQ%E!"QQIBWERNAHONAL SERVICE IN ENGLISH

(TEXT) HANOI VNA SEPTEMBER 24-<THE FOLLOWING CABLES yERE
ENT TONIGHT FROM HANOI BY THREE RECENTLY RELEASED y,S.
FRVICEMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES, TO PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE
VIFE OF MAJR ELIAS, ASSURING THEM OF THEIR GOOD HEALTH
AND GOOD SPIRITS AND THEIR DESIRED INTENTION TO BE ACCOMPANIED,
WITHOUT INTERFERENCE, BY THEIR CIVILIAN ESCORTS INCLUDING
REV. WILLIAM SLOAN COFFIN JR., PROFESSOR RICHARD FALX, DAVID
CELL INGER, AND CORA WEISS.

1ST CABLE:
PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON

WHITE HOUSE, wASHINGTON D.C.

IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED WE THINK WE
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO NEW YORK WITH THE ESCORT
TELEGATION, AND BE ALLOWED TO SPEND A FEW DAYS WITH OUR
FAMILIES, IF SO DESIRED.

MAJOR EDWARD ELIAS

NAVY LTJG MARK GARTLEY

NAVY LTJG NORRIS CHARLES

2ND CABLE:

CAPT. RUSH, BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
U.S. NAVY, WASHINGTON D.C.

(SAME CONTENT)

3RD CASLE:

PRESIDENT RICHARD M, NIXON

VHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON D.C.

WE HAVE BEEN VITH NORISS AND MARK SINCE THEIR RELEASE A
MEEK AGO AND VWISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT THEY BOTH ARE IN
EXCELLENT HEALTH AND SPIRITS.

MRS. OLGA CHARLES

MRS. MINNIE GARTLEY

ATH CABLE:

GEORGE ELIAS

5802 PEACHTREE ST. VALDOSTA, GEORGIA, U.S.A.
GEORG IA AND MICHAEL,

1 LOVE YOU. I AM IN G0OOD SHAPE. ARRIVAL POSSIBLE
THURSDAY. WILL CALL ABOUT MEETING IN NEv YORK.

EDVARD K. ELIAS,

24 SEP 1734Z PK/TM
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THE WHITE HousE
Date 9/25/72 bt Wkt % it
T GENERAL HAIG
T ¥ 81>
FROM: BRUCE KEHRLI W e il
Per our conversation -- the attached. 4 1972

Please advise of planned response or
forward recommended response for
President

CONCERNED WE THINK
WYORK WITH THE ESCORT
cc: General Scowcroft END A FEW DAYS WITH
Gerry Warren

P
GARTLEY
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WN1 57 VIA RCA
HANOI 2200 SEPTEMBER 24 1972
THE PRESIDENT
WHITEHOUSE
IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF ALL PARTIES CONCERNED WE THINK
WE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO NEWYORK WITH THE ESCORT
DELEGATION STOP AND BE ALLOWED TO SPEND A FEW DAYS WITH
OUR FAMILIES COMMA IF SO DESIRED STOP
MAJOR EDWARD ELIAS NAVY LTJG MARK GARTLEY

;( NAVY LTJG NORRIS CHARLES

——— L
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MEMORANDUM

,/W

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM FOR:

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

ACTION
September 21, 1972
\
W \\_‘
\

MR. KISSINGER
\
JOHN NEGROPONTE /

SVEN KRAEMER %K

<Sl- |

A

Your Meeting with the National League of

Families - September 22, 1972

You are scheduled to meet with representatives of the National League of

Families of American POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia,

scheduled for 5:00 p.m. Friday, September 22, 1972,

Participation

The group will consist of the League's Executive Board and its five

Included will be Mrs, Evelyn Grubb (National
Coordinator), Carole Hanson (Chairman of the Board), Mrs. Joanne Vinson

- (the former National Coordinator), and Mrs. Maureen Dunn, who was
one of three League representatives to meet with the President on May 15
and whose husband was captured on Hainan Island, China.

Regional Coordinators.

General Background

This will be your first meeting with the League's Board since April,
although three League representatives met briefly with the President and

you on May 15.in the President's office.

The same ground rules will

apply as before in terms of the personal agreement by each person
attending that the confidentiality of the meeting must be preserved.

The meeting is

The general mood of the League's membership is one of moderation and

expectancy.

""go political" has been moderated both by the Administration's solid

record and by Senator McGovern's radical exploitation,

CLASSIFIED BY
SUBJECT TO GENERAL DECiASglFICATION

DECLAS
E.0. 12356,.Sect. 3.4
NSc _a/20[93 _ F9301250

By WIO. NARA, Date_3/27/93

SA 99

As a group

SCHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652

The trend manifested earlier in the spring and summer to

AUTOMATICALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO

YEAR INTERVALS AND DECLASSIFIED ON DEC. 31,197
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they have been angry about the actions taken by Ramsey Clark and
Jane Fonda and they are suspicious of the prisoner release worked out
by the Cora Weiss/David Dellinger group. At the same time, their
expectations have risen concerning your journeys and the private
negotiations and they are curious and hopeful concerning a settlement
and a prisoner exchange.

Basic Questions

In addition to the issue of the new POW release, the group is likely to
focus its questions on recent developments including your trips to
Peking, Moscow and Paris, the impact of the mining and the bombing
and the political situation in South Vietnam. Mrs. Dunn can be expected
to ask whether you and the President raised the issue with the Chinese

of her husband's fate.

As the focus of these questions is with recent and sensitive developments,
you will probably wish to respond along the lines of your latest back-
ground statements on these issues. We have therefore not provided special
sets of probable questions and answers on these, by now, fairly standard
questions.

-The Weiss/Dellinger POW Release

It is certain that the group will be very much interested in learning of

the contingencies and expectations growing out of Saturday's planned
release of the three American POWs through the Weiss/Dellinger group.
You will be talking to the group less than twelve hours before the scheduled
release of the POWs.,

In discussing this issue you might wish to point out that while we welcome
this release and hope it will lead to others, we are deeply concerned
about the fate of the more than 420 other men in North Vietnam and all
those captured or missing in Laos, Cambodia and South Vietnam.,

In terms of the particular arrangements for the release, you might
indicate that we are watching developments closely -- that there is still

a lack of certainty about the precise flights and locations involved -- but
that we are prepared to meet the men wherever they might arrive and to
offer them appropriate medical attention and transportation if they vol-
untarily opt for U.S. — provided facilities. You might note the President's
personal interest and point out that the Departments of State and Defense
have worked carefully to do whatever can possibly be done in consideration
of the men and their families., ( We will inform you of any last minute
developments on the release prior to your meeting with the League's
representatives.)

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
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You might wish to conclude by reaffirming the President's firm personal
commitment to the early release and full accounting of all the prisoners
and missing in Indochina. While expressing your understanding for the
emotional and political pressure on the POW/MIA families to demand
facile, but infeasible solutions to the POW/MIA problem, you might wish
to express your appreciation for their support of the Administration's
extensive efforts to resolve this problem on a responsible basis.
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

September 21, 1972

MR. SVEN KRAEMER

BONNIE ANDREWS

Regarding the attendees for the meeting with Dr. Kissinger

tomorrow in the Roosevelt Room, the following is a breakdown

of names:

Executive Board, National League of Families

George Brooks
Robert Brudno
John Coker
Harry Dunn
Evelyn Grubb
Robert Hagerman
Carol Hanson
Iris Powers
Barbara Rausch
Sybil Stockdale
Sally Stratton
Joan Vinson

Advisors to the Board
Charles Havens
Paul Wagner

Volunteer Staff
Sara Frances Shay
Judy Irsch

Bonnie Metzger

Regional Coordinators

Department of Defense

BGeneral Russell Ogan
Dr. Roger Shields

Department of State

Charlotte Christian
Maureen Dunn
Peggy Naughton
Mae Rose Evans
Donnie Collins

cc: Dick Campbell /

Mr. Frank Sieverts
Mr. James Murphy
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

CONFIDENTIAL
September 13, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE VICE PRESIDENT
Attention: General Dunn
FROM: M/GEN. ALEXANDER M. HAIG@
SUBJECT: The Three U,S. POW's to be

Released by Hanoi

We may be sure that the upcoming release. of three U.S. POW's will
be exploited to the hilt by the anti-war activists who are involved in
returning these released men to the U.S. Our problem now is to
minimize the pro-Hanoi and anti-Administration propaganda which
the anti-war groups will try to generate in connection with this
release,

We strongly feel that our best tactic at present is to avoid drawing
attention to the role played by anti-war activists in the release of

. the POW's, We do not want to give them any kind of free publicity.
Moreover, there is always the danger that our attacking the anti-war
role in the POW release will be seized upon by Hanoi to postpone or
cancel the release. This, in turn, would leave the Administration
open to charges that we had helped prevent the return of these POW's.

Once the three released POW's are safely home, however, we will
be able to judge the impact of the anti-war groups' exploitation of the
release and can then decide how best to react to it,

DECLASSIFIED
E.0. 12356,.Sect. 3.4

NSC  9/20/93  F9301250
sy_MAC. NARA, Date.[27/93

5A 9q
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NMCC ‘ : P’ DU/\//

v
THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER . Y5 fi

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 ! ,
|

7 September. 1972

THE JOINT STAPF g 0d20 EDT .
In v. | jir

"
v

‘1
L

Subject: Possible Release of US Prisoners of War

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

: At 062318 EDT September, the NMCC received a telephone
call from Captain Green, Duty Officer, NMIC who related the
following message:

The NMIC had just received a call from Bureau of
Naval Personnel (BUPERS) who, in turn, had received a
phone call from Mrs. Olga Charles, wife of LTJG Norris
A. Charles, a POW captured on 30 Dec 71, and one of
those reported by the news media to soon be released.
Mr. Charles told BUPERS that Cora Weiss, co-chairman
of the Committee of Liaison with Families of US Service-
men held in North Vietnam, called her and passed on
these instructions:

a. Mrs. Charles was to be in New York City on
Friday, 8 September 1972.

b. The committee, which Cora Weiss represented,
would pay her expenses.

c. Mrs. Charles was to make no press release on

et Nt

JAMES R. HILDRETH
Brigadier General, USAF
Deputy Director for
: Operations, NMCC
Distribution:

WHSR J-30 J-5 STATE REP
SECSTATBEB , J=-31 CSA PAC DIV
SECDEF J-32 CNO PAC DESK
DEPSECDEF ' J-33 CSAF - ANMCC (LDX)
ASD/ISA J-34 CMC
Director, PW/MIA J=-36 ADDO

Task Force, OASD J-37 CccoC

(ISA) J-38 DIA REP (2)

ASD/PA J-39 CIA REP
CJICS (5) J-1 . NSA REP
DJS (3) J-4 PA REP (7)
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MEMORANDUM
PR NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL Y e
Septembper 5, 1972
/( i /
MEMORANDUM FOR: ST TS J@j /
FROM: JOHN D. NEGROPONTE M “atwms__
SUBJECT: Contingency Planning for POW Release

The three U.S. officers scheduled for release by the North Vietnamese
will, in all probability, be flown from Hanoi to Vientiane in either an
Aeroflot or ICC passenger plane. Once in Vientiane, the newly-released
officers can be returned to the U.S. either on commercial airlines or
U.S. military flights. In their September 2 Paris press conference,
Cora Weiss and David Dellinger clearly indicated that the latter method
of return could jeopardize any future such POW releases. (Dellinger,
on the other hand, predicted that there probably will be no further
releases ''until the Nixon Administration stops the war.') The following
are plans drawn up by State and Defense for these contingencies,

Return Via Commercial Airlines

Upon arrival in Vientiane, Ambassador Godley, an Embassy physician
(or U.S. military medical officer), a U.S. military representative
(probably one of our Vientiane military attaches), and a Mission escort
officer will meet with the released officers to establish how they want to
return to the U.S. and to determine whether they need any medical atten-
tion.

Should they choose to continue the trip home via commercial airlines,
Ambassador Godley will insist that they be accompanied by the Mission
escort officer. (Defense may also want a military escort officer on
board as well.) If they fly to Vientiane on the ICC flight (which arrives
in the evening), they will be offered overnight accommodations and on
the following day will fly to Bangkok via Thai Airlines or Air Vietnam.
From Bangkok they can fly to the U.S. on either TWA or Pan Am. If
they come to Vientiane on the Aeroflot flight, they could either use the
above route or could remain on the Aeroflot flight to Moscow and fly on
to New York on Aeroflot or Pan Am flights, It is hoped that there would
be no problem in getting our escort officer aboard the Aeroflot flight
from Vientiane. This could be arranged with the Soviets in advance

either in Vientiane or Moscow.

Y,

.3

£.0. 12356,.Sect. 3.4
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SECRET 2

Aeroflot (or a special Soviet flight) could possibly take the released
officers directly to Moscow or could by-pass Vientiane and return to
Moscow via Rangoon and Calcutta. In these contingencies, our resident
Ambassadors (or Consul General in Calcutta) would attempt to see the
officers and provide them with an escort.

Return Via U,S. Air Military Transportation

Should the released officers require medical attention or desire to return
via U.S. military air transportation, they will be flown first to Udorn (by
helicopter) and from there to Clark Field where they will remain a few
days for physical examinations., From Clark, they will be flown to the
States. Defense will offer space on these flights to the peace group
escorts who are to accompany the released officers from Hanoi.

History of Previous Releases

A group of U.S. POW's released in February 1968 were asked upon
their arrival in Vientiane for their preference in transportation to the’
States. They reportedly asked Ambassador Sullivan what the U.S. Gov-
ernment would prefer and when told that military transportation was
preferable, chose this option. Their return to the States on military
aircraft produced an outcry from the peace groups who felt this had
diminished the impact of their efforts.

When Hanoi announced the release of three POW's on July 4, 1968, a peace
group arranging the release stopped off in Paris and was told by Ambassador
Harriman (U.S. Delegate to the Vietnam Talks) that the choice of return

was up to the released POW's. The release was subsequently delayed

for two or three weeks until Xuan Thuy obtained from Harriman assurance
that the released men could return by commercial airlines.

Those POW's released in August 1969 were interviewed by our Charge
and examined by an Embassy physician after they arrived in Vientiane,
They spent the night in the Ambassador's residence. They then flew to
Bangkok and caught a TWA flight to New York accompanied by their six
peace group escorts and four cameramen, The peace groups were
satisfied with this arrangement, but according to Sieverts, got little
propaganda mileage out of this project. In September one of those
released, Lt. Robert Frishman, held a press conference and denounced
North Vietnamese treatment, Recent statements by Weiss and Dellinger
and in Hanoi media have warned against a repetition of such ''slander"
against North Vietnam.

—SECRET

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



S

CLASSIF'CATlON
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

—

Operations Centor

OISTRIBUTION: Qé, EA, U/PW, S/PRS, White House

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

B Frank Zambito

E-~173

Date: _S€ptember 2, 1972

Editor i

(Name of Officer)

- risoners Release
Subject:

(Title of O(ficcr)

(Shife)

Ref: None

e -

Amb. Porter called to relay the substance of the Welss—

Dellinger FParis press conference.

(time 0651)

1. There will be no releuasc for several weeks since arrange-

ments have not been made on the prisoner

release. It is

-8imply DRV custom to releasze information on National Day.

2. Welss and Dellinger will escort prisoners from Hanoi
'directly to their families and hope there will be no
military interference (as Weiss and Dellinger put it).
Dellinger fears that there will be no further release

if thece three prisoners are exploited as olLhers have been

in the past.
problems in handling this matter:

Welss and Dellinger say there arc now two
one is the problem of

flooding; thc other has to do with the matter of the

"Chicago Six" (Dellinger 1is on bond).

Dellinger feels if

the war contlnues, these POW's will be the last people re-

leased.,
CLASSIFICATION
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TO HENRY A. KISSINGER FLASH

FROM AL HAIG

State has checked with Senator Kennedy's office on the story
of an alleged POW release announcement anticipated from Hanoi on
September 2 (Hanoi time). Senator Kennedy's office said they had
been informed by the DRV Delegation through a '"friend" of Senator
Kennedy's who lives in Paris that on September (DRV National Day)
the DRV will announce that they are going to release ''a few American
service men.'" Senator Kennedy's office says _they were provided no
other particulars such as how many, where, or to whom.

Kennedy's office will release the story and it will run at 6:00 PM
Washington time tonight (that is 6:00 AM Hanoi time September 2 --
presumably the Hanoi announcement to be made at any time thereafter.)

When the story runs, it is planned that Bray at State will say:

'""We have seen this report and we hope it is true. We

welcome the release of any or all of our POW's, especially

the sick or injured, or those who have been held for a long time.* #¥
W HAT WEIME 8N L6y AT PylLi AO PRAVATE mECTinES "

This will run at the same time as the Kennedy story itself. It is strong

consensus here that White House should not, repeat not, react until

we see an actual DRV announcement in order that we can see whether

—CONTFIDENTHAL
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-CONTFIDENTHAL e

there are conditions or hookers. It seems highly likely that there is
more to this than meets the eye. We believe it likely that any release
would be either tied to a call for a borbing halt or that a few prisoners
would be released who the DRV believes would make statements helpful
to it on their return.

If you agree with the foregoing statement, you will want to be
sure that the reins on Ziegler are kept tight.

Warm regards,
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 30, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
' v
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER ‘Lé/\
SUBJECT: Request for Meeting with Executive Board

of the National League of Families -
~ September 22, 1972

You recently passed on the request of the National Le_gue of Families
of American POWs and MIAs that I meet with the League's Executive
Board during the period of their meeting scheduled for September 22
through 24 in Washington, D.C. You indicated that at such a meeting
the same rules of silence regarding the discussion would apply as were
adopted for my last meeting with the Board. You also suggested Friday
afternoon, September 22 at 5:00 as the appropriate time for such a
meeting.

Provided that I can be absolutely assured that each Board member is
pledged to confidentiality, I am prepared to meet with the Board at the
time you suggest.,

Dispatched 8/31/72 (rb)
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MEMORANDUM

5950

NATIONALASECURITY ZLOUNCIL

ACTION
August 8, 1972 @
]

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. KISSINGER

FROM: JOHN HOLDRIDGE 5K

SUBJECT: Request for Meeting with Executive Board
of the National League of Families -
September 22, 1972

General Scowcroft has sent you a memorandum passing on a request
from the National League of Families of American POWs and MIAs that
you meet with the League's Executive Board during the period of their
next meeting from September 22 through September 24 in Washington,
D.C. (Tab B). The Board's September meeting would occur a few weeks
prior to the League's annual convention scheduled for Washington, D. C.
in mid-October.

General Scowcroft points out that the move to San Clemente last July

at the time of the last Board meeting, made it possible to avert your
participation without arousing any cries of outrage. But now, partly as

a result of your absence on that occasion, the Board appears to be

doubly anxious to have you meet with them next month, The meeting
would take place under the same rules of silence regarding the discussion
as adopted, and honored, for your last meeting with the Board.

We agree with General Scowcroft's recommendation favoring such a
meeting and believe it would be very difficult to avoid very unfavorable
public repercussions if you were unable to meet with the Board on this
occasion. If you agree to such a meeting, the suggested time of 5:00
on Friday afternoon, September 22 appears appropriate.

We have incorporated the above recommendation in a memorandum to
General Scowcroft prepared for your signature at Tab A,

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memorandum to General Scowcroft at Tab A.
and instruct Dick Campbell to add it to your schedule.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE 5?:5(/

WASHINGTON

August 3, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: DR. KISSINGER

FROM: GENERAL SCOWCROFT@

SUBJECT: Meeting with POW /MIA Families

The next meeting of the governing Board of the National League
of POW/MIA families will take place September 22, 23, and
24. The Board urgently requests that you meet with them

as you have in the past.

Our move to the West Coast around the time of the last
Board meeting in early July enabled me to avert your having
to participate, without arousing any cries of outrage. Partly
as a result of your absence at that meeting, however, the
Board is doubly anxious to have you meet with them next
month. The meeting would take place under the same rules
of silence regarding the discussion as was adopted for your
last meeting with them.

If you are available, I would suggest Friday afternoon, September 22
at 5:00 for a meeting with the Board.
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BY COUNTRY -

NORTH VIETNAM
SOUTH VIETNAM
LAOS

TOTALS

BY'SERVICE

ARMY

NAVY

MARINE CORPS
- AIR FORCE

-

TOTALS

g, mkOXT: 2 18cLER
DARREAN
RoOmaAn

From: TAavka

}S'c s

AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR
AND MISSING IN ACTION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
(AS OF’{AUG 1972)

MISSING CAPTURED TOTAL
453 413 s 866 €73
459 495 104 106 603 4ol
288 T é 253 294
 x o' S 17é2
1236 s37 1773
MISSING CAPTURED TOTAL
36t 357 FrEsy A4t Y2
322127 s+ 157 47 284
ST Y 25 2% 129
L 648 24¢ 210 ST Q8
daah— Fres 4762
12364 537 1773

i |

A

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION BY YEAR LOST "8

1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 . 19T ' 1972
- ’ f '

Missing 4
Captured 3
7

Totals

54 204 226 294 176. .86 'l79 Wby
4 . 97 179. ‘95 RN | G 48 g
. i vr ",,. 1. ;» e
128 301 405 389 189 9 90 455
7/

%
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MEMORANDUM

s
THE WHITE HOUSE — 7 € 4/
WASHINGTON
il i = P
JULY 27, 1972
; /) E
FOR GENERAL HAIG //

Our office received several phone calls yesterday from

a William Taub., He claims to have met with Dr, Kissinger
in San Clemente and that Dr, Kissinger had referred him
first to John Dean and then to John Ehrlichman., Taub
evidently talked to Dean a couple of times but Dean is no
longer ''available' to him, Now he's trying Ehrlichman,

Taub's last call indicated that he had met with Senator Kennedy
and the Senator advised him that he received word from Hanoi
releasing the names of the prisoners and 'they had information
on Hoffa' (I don't know who he means by 'they"),

Taub left for Miami Wednesday afternoon and can be reached
at (305) 864«0906,
!

Tod Hullin

\.
émm&u&uw

750
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 26 - 10:12 a. m,

General Haig:

Mr. Taub has called twice this morning.
He is in Senator Kennedy's office discussing

the POW matter. The Senator has been provided
a list of names of the prisoners and a copy

of the letter that was given to Taub in Paris

last week.

Taub said he needs a reply as to whether
or not the trip after the 20th will be with
the assistance of the White House or not.
He said Hoffa, Gibbons and himself were
to have left Washington this morning but

waited to see if they could get this answer,

He ended by indicating that consideration was
being given to Senator Kennedy's making a
news story or the Hoffa/Gibbons/Taub team
doing so.

Taub can be reached in Senator Kennedy's :
office until 10:45 if you wish to call him,
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8807

INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN [MMEDIATE 1682
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 338
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE IMMEDIATE 55

4#0—“—F-¥—0—E-N—I—+—*—b STOCKHOLM 3071

EXDIS
SUBJECT: POW EGRESS -- HERSCH.
REF: STOCKHOLM 3057

1, SEYMOUR HERSCHs» NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT WHD ARRIVED
STOCKHOLM SUNDAY» CALLED ON POLCOUNS MONDAY AFTER MEETING
WITH MFA OFFICIALS, COMMUNIST LAWYER HANS GORAN FRANCK AND
YOUNG MAN NAMED JAFFEs WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS "EMPLOYEE OF
JANE FONDA WHD IS HERE TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE POWS,.®
2., HERSCH SAID HE WAS FILING STORY TONIGHT BASED ON MFA
BRIEFING WHICHs» AS HE RECOUNTED IT> 1S ACCURATE RENDERING
OF CHARGE'S REQUEST TO WICKMAN FOR ASSISTANCE IN GAINING
ACCESS TO POWS IF THEY COME TO STOCKHOLM AND WICKMAN'S
UNDERTAKINGS (REFTEL), POLCOUNS SAID EMBASSY WAS REFERRING
ALL PRESS QUERIES TO WASHINGTON, SO IT WAS UNABLE TO
COMMENT DN HERSCH'S INFORMATION. HERSCH SAID HE HAD ND
DOUBT IT WAS CORRECT AND WQULD FILE IT,.

3. HERSCH PROBED FOR INFORMATION ABQUT U.S. INTENTIDNS

RE POWS. POLCOUNS SAID NOTHING ABOUT EMBASSY INSTRUCTIONS,
COMMENTING ONLY THAT HANDI PROPAGANDA ABOUT COERCION WAS,
IN SWEDISH CONTEXT» BIZARRE.

4, HERSCH SAID HE WAS "75 PERCENT SURE" POW PARTY LEFT
HANOI LATE MONDAY FOR CHINA. HE SAID HE BELIEVED THIS

WAS ALWAYS INTENTION OF PARTY, WHICH LEAKED VIENTIANE-MOSCOW
ITINERARY AS RED HERRING., HE SAID HE EXPECTED GROUP TO

TURN UP IN STOCKHOLM OR COPENHAGEN WEDNESDAY OR THRUSDAY,

HE INDICATED FRANCK AND JAFFE ARE CONCERNED THAT GROUP

MAY CHOOSE COPENHAGEN “WHERE ARRANGEMENTS WOULD NOT BE SO
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2¢ GROUP PLANS CEPART NEXT MORNING FOR STOCKMOLM WITH
“REFUELING" STOP [N MOSCOWs ARRIVING STOCKHOLM
WEDNESDAY WITH ONWARD FLIGHT TGO NEW YORK ARRIVING
THURSDAY EVENING SEPTe 28« GDSe [RWIN

NOT TO BE REPRODWCED WITHOUT TREFHOEMIRIBATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR ™

o

'y

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



h}il&ZE
ST 5 =

Depﬂf'.{”?(;ﬂf 21 S‘fate TELEGRAM
D A o 3 A maw won = S&= 3 "y

PAGE @1 SAIGUN 4024 25¢/7<1 by
13
ACTION S§-25 I
INFO OCT-8! SS3-0@ NSCE-a: CLJ-:3 /@26 W g2

R “eeceaan-- .-e- #58 L3

o

0 2575402 Ste 72

FM AMEMBASSY SaliCN
YO SECSTATE waASK2C IMMEDIAT-. 32142

INFO RUMJUFS /A™MF “2ASSY VIENTTANE 1Mvr{aTE 320
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDTaTE 5
URUFNPS/USDE FRANCE IMMENDI2TS =33

AMCONSUL HONG XNNG IMMEDIATSH

AMEMRASSY TOkYO IMMEDIATE

CINCPAC

AMEMBASSY STQCKHILM [MMEDIaTE

£—G—t—F B —N—F—f—A— SAIG"N 140224
EXDIS
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o CANADIAN NELESATION IN ~ar0] HAS JUST TELEGRAPHED
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o US CONTROL AT
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FM AMEMRASSY MQOSCOW

TO SECSTATE wWASHKZTC FLASH 3242

SECDEF

CINCEUR

CINCUSAFE WIESBAYEN GERMANY

AMEM3ASSY COPENHAGEN FLaSKH

AMEM23ASSY STACKHCILM FLASH

USUN NEW YNR¢ FLASH 2624

—EBtibnft D N—Ff—a—= MOSCIW 9813
EXDIS
SUBJECT: FEGRESS RECAP=-=-POW 2E[EZASE =

- DEPUTY NIRECTCR USAa NIVISTION SCVIET FOREIAN MINISTRY INFORMED
EMBASSY BY PLONE AT NCON (292@ GMT) THAT THREE RE_EASED POwW:S
DEFINITELY AgQOARD AFROFLOT FLIGHT Sk ARRIVING 6325 LOCAL
FROM [IKUTSK, W—=EN ASKED WWETHER EMBASSY COULD MEET THEM,

HE REPLIEN "IT IS UP TN YOU." ASKED AGAIN W<ETHER WE WOULD
SF SROVIDEN ACCFSS TO MEN, wF SAID SOVIET AUTHORITIES WCULD
OnRSE NN DBRSTACZLES. AND QUESTYNAN OF ACCESS wQLs D DEPEND ON
Wl1S=cS OF MEN THEMSE{VES, 1* RESPONSE TDO ANOTHER QUESTION,
“E Sa:) MEIN HAVE ¥!SaS FOR USSR "aS FAR AS FAREIGN MINISTRY
13 A4ARE;® SU'T [NDICATER THIS COULD NOT RE CANFIRMED UNTIL
ARRIVaAlL IN MASCOA>

DRI,

i »nal access
| controlied by S/S
Cat. C - Caption and custody
retained by /8§ ¢
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATF 8818
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE NIACT
AMEMRASEY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE NIACT

E-O—tff D N—TFfh—p- STOCKHOLM 30288
EXDIS
SUBJECT: POW EGRESS e HERSCH REPORT

e NYTIMES CORRESPONDENT SEYMOUR HERSCH GAVE POLCOUNS FOLLOWING
INFORMATION RY TELEPHONE @4A@ GMT TUESDAY BASED ON HIS TALKS WITH
LAWYER FRANCK AND JAFFE EARLIER IN DAY

2+ FRANCK=JAFFE GROUP HERE 1S STILL STRIVING TO HAVE POW PARTY

GOME TO STOCKKOLM AND ARE MAKING STRENOUS EFFORTS » APPARENTLY BY
TELEPHONE = TO INSIST ON THAT ITINERARYs THWEY ARE GREATLY IRRITATED
AT “CORA BABY"™ (OBVIQUSLY MRSe WEISS)s» WHO Is INSISTING ON TRAVEL
VIA MOSCOW TO COPENWAGEN WITH ARRIVAL COPENHAGEN THURSDAY MORNING
AND ONWARD FLIGWT SAME DAY. THE POWS AND FAMILIES, ANXIOUS TO

GET HOME ASAP, ARE PRESUMABLY PRESSING MRSe. WEISS FOR THAT
ITINERARY . :

D=3 N=0I<M N=I><mM

3¢ FSANCK=JAFFE GROUP HAVE NOT GIVEN UP EFFORTSs THEY HAD MACE
CONTACT WITH GOD» WHICH THEY FIND "NOT AS HELPFUL™ AS GOS.
THEY SaY GOD OFFICIALS WAVE BEEN HARD TO CONTACT AND ARE ™ALL
BOUND UP WITW COMMON MARKET QUESTION,"™ SHOWING LITTLE INTEREST
{N POWS.

8¢ FRANCK=JAFFE GROUP 1S. ALSO TRYING IN SOME UNDISCLOSED
FASHION TO PRESSURE GOS NOT TO LET UsSe REP TALK TO ANY POW,
REASON FOR TWIS EFFORT IS GRAVE CONCERN THAT MAJOR ELIAS WILL
SEIZE FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO ACCEPT UsSe CONTROL AND BRING OTHERS
ALONG WITH HIMe GDS

GUTHRIE

e
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£—6—N—F—tf—D—F—N—F—i—t~ MOSCOW 9802
EXDIS ’
SUBJECT: PRESS ACCESS TO RELEASED POWS

REF1 STATE 1744&4)4

{1« AMERICAN €ORRESPONDENTS IN MOSCOW HAVE WIRE SERVICE
~INFORMATION ON ITINERARY OF RELEASED POWS AND ARE MAIN-
TAINING WATCH FOR ARRIVAL OF PARTY FROM PEKINGe

2. OUR GENERAL JUDGEMENT IS THAT MAJOR CONFRONTATION BETWEEN
PILOTS AND PRESS IS UNDESIRABLE IN MOSCOW, Or FOR THAT MATTER,
ANYWHERE IN ADVANCE OF MEN'S RETURN 70 UsS. SOIL WHERE ALL
CONSIDERATIONS CAN BE APPROPRIATELY WEIGHEDe. 1 SHALL SO
ADVISE THE PILOTS IF I AMB ASKED AND IF DEPARTMENT CONCURS,

3¢ ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT YET UNDER DIRECT PRESSURE TO SPEARHEAD
ACCESS EFFORTSs WE ANTICIPATE THAT WE WILL B ASKED (A) To
PROVIDE PRESS WITH APPROPRIATE INFORMATION ON OUR ACTIONS WITH
RESPECT TO TWE MEN AND (B) TO INTERCEDE ON BEHALF OF PRESS IN
" .. EVENT THAT SOVIETS ATTEMPT TO PREVENT PRESS ACCESS TO
PARTY

4o TOC ENSURE THAT PRESS ACQUIRES ACCURATE IMPRESSTON OF
CCMPASSIONATE CRITERTA BEING APPLIED (17&4414), 1 WOULD THINK
'~ USFFUL FOR PRESS TO RE PRESENT DURING MY INITIAL REMARKS
- 2ILOTSe TO FACILITATE THEIR ACCESS» EMBASSY COULD SUGGEST
10 4vERICAN JOURNALISTS THAT THEY AGREE AMONGST THEMSELVES
ON PRFSS PNOL, CONSISTING» PERHAPS, OF ONE REPRESENTATIVE

D=TI3CIT N=CI3CIM N=TIDCIM ND=CI><M

1
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EACH OF WIRE, DaILY, ELECTRONIC AND WEEKLY MgpDlAe WOULD
APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS.

. POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT SOVIETS WILL ULTIMATELY DENY
AMERTCAN PRESS ACCESS TO RELEASED MEN WHILE THEY ARE IN TRANSIT
IN MOSCOWe IN SUCH EVENT» WE WOULD SO INFORM PRESS. IF

WE PROVIDE OVERNIGHT HOSPITALITY TO RELEASED MEN AND THEIR
FAMILIES, WE WOULD MAKE IT CLEAR TO PRESS THaT WE WOULD EXPECT
JOURNALISTS YO HONOR PRIVACY OF PILOTS.

6 WE HAVE, OF COURSE, NO ABILITY TO PREVENT ANTI=WAR
REPRESENTATIVES FROM TALKING TO PRESS.

GDS.
ouBs

NOTE BY 0C/Ts EXDIS CAPTION INSERTED PER MR, NEWLIN,S/S=0,9/26/72

PN=—05<m N=0xXmM V=DM WN==D>m
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ACTION S§-25

INFO 0CT-2! C(CCC-08 $S0-2¢ NSCE-0p /7026 W

0 P 2615182 SgP 72 R g s
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2876

INFO CINCPAC

USDEL FRANCE UNN

AMEMRASSY PHNOM PENH PRIORITY

AMEMRASSY LONDON

AMEMPASSY PARIS

et F o F—N—Ffmh—i= SAIGON 14108
EXDIS
DEPT FOR U/PWs SIEVERTS

SUBJs OFFER NF ASSISTANCE IN HELPING T

: et 1 TO FREE UeSs PW MELD
le SUMMARY: MME LOUISE We DEPLAUD, A FRENCH cITIZEN

VISITING SAIGON FROM PHNOM PENH, HAS SOUGHT EMBASSY

ASSISTANCE In TRAVELING THROUGW GVN LINES IN NORTWER TAY NINH
PROVINCE IN ORDER THAT SHE MIGHT MAKE CONTACT WITH VIET CONG
LEADERS TO URGE 2ELEASE OF UsS. PW BEING WEL®M IN CAMBODIA.

SHE CLAIMS Tn KNOW EXACT WHEREABOUTS OF CAMP WHERE

ABOUT 22 PW (UsSe JOURNALISTS AND PERHAPS GIS, THAI,

FILIFINOS AND JAPANESE) BEING WELD 8UT REFUSES DO DIVULGE
LOCATION FOR FEAR CAMP WILL BE ATTACKED AND PW MOVED TO FOREST.
WE HAVE TOLD MME DEPLAUD THAT WE CONSIDER WER PROPOSED COURSE

OF ACTION UNWISE+ WE PLAN TO MEET WITH HER AGAIN ON SEPT 27 IN
EFFOST TO NEVELOP MORE INFORMATION REGARDING REPORTED PW CAMP.
EMBASSY RECO®RDS DESCRIBE HER A8 "a WELL MEANING ECCENTRIC TRYING
TO END THE INDOCHINA WARe™ ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD

APPRECIATE ON URGENT BASIS ANY INFORMATION WWICH DEPT AND PHNOM
PENH HAVE ON MME DEPLAUD AND DEP GUIDANCE ON THIS MATTER.

END SUMMARY.

2e EMBOFF MET WITH MME LOUISE H DEPLAUD ON SEPT 26 AT HER

R 2 NOT TO BE REPR ;
S ODUCED WITHOUT Fije Z@OIIZ:ATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

R

]

~Sect. 3.4 with additional access
DOS 9304568 |/23/q4 controlled by S/8
\ Cat. € - Caption and custod
By_Mio. NARA, Date 412/ retained by S/, Y
SA qq I Rewvieward b Elitah 5;{5,J ‘[".g,.
(YE[3
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REGUEST. MME DE PLAUD REGUESTED THE ASSISTANCE OF THE EMBASSY

IN TRAVELING THROUGH GVN LINES TO NORTHERN TaY NINM PROVINCE
WHERE SHE WISHED TO CONTACT VIET CONGe SHE STATED THAT SHE
POSSESSFD LETTER OF INTRODUFTION TO PRG PRESIDENT HUYNH TAN PHAT
GIVEN TO HER BY LE VAN HOACH, A DOCTOR IN CAN THO AND REPORTED
TO BRE A CONDUIT TO PHaAT. SHE SAID THaT SHE INTENDED TO USE THIS
LETTER TO CONTACT PRG LEADERS AND URGE THE RELEASE CF UsS. pPW
BEING HELD AT A CERTAIN CAMP IN CAMROQODIA.

3¢ SHE STATEpD THAT ON THE BaSI!S OF TWO INDEPENDENT SOURCES, A
RALLTIER AND A KaPOK MERCHANT, SHE WAS POSITIVE AS TO THE LOCATION
OF THIS PW CaMP. HOWEVER» SHF REPEATEDLY REFUSED TO REVEAL 1ITS
LOCATION, CLAIMING THAT SHE DID NOT wWISW TO SEE THE CAMP ATTACKED
AND ROMRED AND THE PW MOVED INTC THWHE FOREST WHERE LIVING
CONDITINNS WQULD BE WORSEe THE RALLIER, ACCORDING TO MME DE PLAUD,
HAD SEEN FIVE JOURNALISTS AT THIS CaMP AND HaD IDENTIFIED PICTURES
OF WELLES HAGEN, DANA STONE, SEAN'FLYNN AS WELL AS TwO JAPANESE,
YUJIRO TAKAG] AND AK]RA KUSAKA. SHE ADDED THAT THAI AND

FILIPINOS WERE ALSO WELD AT THIS CAMPs THE KAPOK MERCHANT salD
THAT HE HAD SEEN PW BATHING IN THE RIVER AND ESTIMATED THAT THERE
WERE 22 PW IN THE CAMP, SHE CONTINUED THAT IN FEB=MARCH 1972

GHE HAD PAID AN AGENT 52,7082 REILS TO BRING RACK RROOF IN THE FORM
OF PICTURES THAT THESE FIVE JOURNALISTS WERE REING WELD AT THIS
CAMP, MME DE PLAUD STATED THAT AGENT HAD SPENT 5@,0829 RIELS ON
HIMSELF AND THAT SHE REFUSEN TO GIVE HIM ANY MORE MONEY-.

MME CEPLAUD SAID THAT SWE HaAD THOUGHT OF TRAVELING UP THE MEKONG
RIVE® FROM KOMPONG CHAM TO THE PW CaMP BUT HaD FEARED TO DO

SO RECAUSE SWE MIGHT FaLL INTO HANDS OF KHMER ROUGE WHO MIGHT
MISTREAT HER OR HOLD WER FOR RANSOM. (COMMENT: FROM WER
DESCRIPTION WE RELIEVE THAT THE CAMP IS APPARENTLY LOCATED IN THE
VICINITY OF THE MEKONG RIVER BETWEEN KRATIE AND KOMPONG CHAM,
PERHAPS ON ONE NF THE NUMBEROUS ISLANDS WHICHK DOT THE RIVER.

END COMMENT),

-5y

4s MME DE PLAUD STATED THAT SHE HAD COME TO THE RVN WITH THE

{DEA OF APPROACHING THE PRG LEADERSHIP LOCATED IN CAMBODIA VIA
TAY ~INH PROVINCEs HSE SAID THAT SHE WAS ANXIOUS NOT TO FALL INTO
THE HANDS OF EITHER TWE KKMFR ROUGE OR THE NORTH VIETNAMESE.

SHE RELIEVED THAT IF SHE COULD SEE TWE PRG LgADERS AND IMPRESS
UPON THEM THE FACT TWaT SHE WAS WORKING ALONE AND FOR PURELY
HUMANITARIAN PURPOSES, SHE MIGHT BE ABLE TO BRING ABOUT THE
RELEASE OF THESE PW. SHE CLAIMED CREDIT FOR THE RELEASE OF THE

N=—xXm N==0xXM N=—0<M WN==0<m

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT-RREFPAGENBRMATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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THREE UeSe+ PW BY THE VCc IN OCTOBER 1969 (COMMENT: WE

ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY vc PW QELEASES [N OCTOBER 1969+ SHE MaY

HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO RELEASE OF SHEPHARD AND PETERSON IN

NOV 1969+ END CPMMENT), SHE STATED TWAT SHE WAD TALKED WITH

THE FIPST SECRETARY OF THE PGNOM PENW NLF DELEGATION IN

SEPTEMRER 1969 TC URGE THE RELEASE OF ARCHIE Es MITCHELL WHWO

WAS CAPTUREC IN KONTUM IN 1962+ WHEN THIS REQUEST WAS REBUFFED,

SHE CLAIMEZ THAT SHE ASKED THE NLF TO RELEASE SOME AMERICAN

GeleSe THE NLF, SHE SAIDs» AGREED TO WER PROPASAL, BUT TOLD

HER THAT THE UeSe PW cOQULD NOT BE RELEASED To HER BUT HAD TO 8E

RELEASED TO THE UeSe MILITARY.

5S¢ MME NDEPLAUD STATED TwWAT WHILE HER HOME WAS IN ENGLAND 86
SHE HAD BEFN IN cAMBODIA SINCE

APRIL 1972 DOING VOLUNTEER WORK IN CAMBODIAN HOSPITALS AND

TEACHING FRENCH AND ENGLISHe SHE CARRIES A FRENCH PASSPORT AND

STATED THAT WER DECEASED HUSBAND WAS A FRENCW MILITARY OFFICER

WHO SERVED WITH DE GAULLEe SHE SAID THAT SHE WAS WORKING CLOSELY

IN PHNOM PENW WITH FORMER NATIONAL ASSEMBLY NEPUTY FORM PURSAT

PROVINCE WHO WAS THE WINOW NF A CAMBODIAN GENERAL, NOW

INVOLVED WITH RALLIERS, SHE SAJD THAT SHE DIp NOT LIKE MOST OF THE

PERSONNFL [N OUR PHNQOM PENW EMBASSY, FOR THEY HAD CALLED HWER A

“TROUBLFMAKER" WHEN SHE HAD COMPLAINED ABOUT CORRUPTION IN

HIGH CaMBODIAN MILITARY CIRCLES. MME. DE PLAUD ALSO CLAIMED TO

KNOW FRANK SIEVERTS WITY WHOM SHE MET IN JANUARY 1978 TO WORK OUT

DETAILS OF & PROPOSED BARTERING OF UeSe PW FOR PHARMACEUTICALS

WITH SIHANOUK BEING THE INTERMEDIARY, SHE SAID THAT THE PLAN WAS

CLOSE TOBEING CARRIED QUT WHEN SIHANOUK WAS QUSTED IN MARCH 1970

6+ EMPBASSY RECORDS CONTAaIN INFORMATION ON MME, DE PLAUD DATING
FROM EAPLY 1969+ SHE 1S DESCRIBED AS ™A WELL MEANING ECCENTRIC
TRYING TO ENn TWE INDOCWINA WAR™. TALKING WITH AN EMBASSY QFFICER
IN SEPTEMBER |971» SWE MENTIONED HER EFFORTS TO CONTACT PRG
PRESIDENT HUYNH TAN PHAT, A "PLAN" SHE HAD DRAWN UP TO WAVE GVN
AND NLF REPRESENTATIVES MEET IN TAY NINW PROVINCE TO NEGOTIATE
AND END TO VIETNAM WAR, AND WER NEGOTIATIONS WITH NLF FOR RELEASE
OF UeSe PWe SHE HAS WRITTEN LETTERS TO FORME®R PRESIDENT JOKNSON
AND AVERELL WARRIMAN AND BEEN IN CONTACT WITw EMBASSIES LONDON»
PARIS» AND PWNOM PENHW ON THESE SUBJECTS.

7o WE HWAVE ADVISED MME, DE PLAUD THAT IT WOULD BE VERY UNWISE
FOR HER TO TRAVEL TO NORTHERN TAY

'
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NINH., WE HAVE SAID THAT THERE 1S NO GUARANTEE THAT SHE WOULD NOT
BE SIZED BY NORTH VIETNAMESF OR KHMER ROUGE mROTH OF WHO ARE
ACTIVE IN EASTERN KOMPONG CHAM PROVINCE, MME, DE RLAUD HAS
AGREFD TO MEET WITH EMBASSY AND MACV (JPRC) REPRESENTATIVES

ON SEPTEMBRER 27. WE HWOPE TO GATHER mORE INFORMATION REGARDING
THE LOCATION OF THE PW CAMP [N CAMBODIA. (ACTION REGUESTED:

WE WOULD APPRECIATE ON URGENT™ BASIS ANY FURTHER INFORMATION
WHICH DEPARTMENT AND PHNOM PENH CaN PROVIDE REGARDING MME,

DE PLAUD AND HER ACTIVITIES. DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE ALSO REQUESTED
ON Ho; WE SHOULD BANDLE THIS MATTER. GDS»

BUNKER

MNOT TC KE Z:iRODUCED WITHOUTW.‘HON CF THE EXZCUTIVE SECRET2F®
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ACTION SS-25

INFO OCT-2! CCC-0@ SSO-ge¢ NSCE-a /@26 w s
e® S s es " usTese,"oeeme ™ e816“7

Z 0 2716382 SEP 72 .

FM avEMRASSY COPENHAGEN

TO SECSTATE WASWD2C FLASH 6286

JE5 ELaSH _

INFO AMEMRASGY ™MOSCOW IMMECIATE o

USCN NEW YOR IMYEDIATE 257
AMEM2ASSY STQCKHILM

USJEL PaRIS

USCINCEUR

322 TAS A'RLIFT RHEIN MAIN
CINC.SAFE

AMEM2ASSY LONDON

LB B—f—N—F—}—a—t COPFNHAGEN 4426
. EXCIS3
SUBJECTs E3RESS RECAP3 COPENHAGEN SCHEDULE
REF1 STATE 1762¢7 COPENWAGEN 5289

le C~ARGE Wl | ™MEET RELEASER POWS AT PLANE SIDE ON
ARRIVAL, SCHEDULED FOR 7932, SEPTEMRER 28, AnD WILL
FALLAW.UP AN WHATEVER CONVERSATIONS KAVE TAKEN PLACE
3CTWIFN THE™ AND US QOFFICIALS IN MOScOWe MEDEVAC
ATRCSAFT WwILL B8F STANDING=BY AT REMNTE PART OF SAME
(KASTRUP) AIRPORT, NOT VISIRLE FROM MAIN TERMINAL.
1€ ANY POWS ACCEPT MEDEVAC OFFER, WE PLAN TO ESCORT
THEM DIRECTLY TN AIRCRAFT FOR EARLY pDEPARTURE. ANY
REMAINING POWS WILL 8FE INVITED TO SPEND THEIR STAY
IN COPENHAZEN RELAXING AT CHARGE'S RgSIDENCE.,

E
i
D
i

S
E
X
D
i

S|
E
X
D
|

S

2¢ REPRESENTATIVE OF STNCKHNL™-BASED WAR CRIMES
COMMISSION, JAFFE» IS ALSO EXPECTED 7O BE AT PLANE SIDE
TO WELCOME MeN AND ACCOMPANYING MEMBERS OF ANTI-WAR
GROUT« COMMISSINN IS PLANNING TO STAGE PRESS CONFERENCE
AT ATRPORT AND MANY NEWSMEN, INCLUDING AMERICAN MEDIA

N==0><m

‘
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REPS, ARE EXPECTED TO BE PRESENTs Papg IS ARRANGING TO
TAPE RECORD SROCEEDINGS. TV CAMERAS ARE ALSO BEING
SET UP AT ARRIVAL GATE AND WE UNDERSTAND EURQVISION
TELECAST IS BLANNED.

3¢ WE HAVE JUST SEEN MOSCOW 9837+ We INTEND TO FOLLOW

ABOVE PLAN UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED.
DUNNTGAN

MCT 70 BE REPROC UL WITHGUT TH‘!‘WON OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR)
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ACTION Ss-25

INFO 0OCT-@1 CCO-82 SSO0-@m NSCE=-22 /@26 W 2
ssccacmascossa,ccosce> 88242}

2 0 2714292 SEP 72

FM AMEMRASSY MOSCOW

TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASK 3251

AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN FLASH

INFO USMISSION USUN [MMEDIATE .

USCINCEUR o

CINCUSAFE

322TAC AIRLIFT REIN MAIN

£—O—N-—F—t—B—E—MT—f—A—p MOSCOW 9833

EXDIS

SUBJ: RECAP EGRESS - RELEASED POWS

EMBASSY INFORMED BY CHARGE'S PARTY FROM AIRPORT THAT PLANE FROM

IRKUTSK MADE UNSCHEDULED STOPe NOW DUE ARRIVE MOSCOW &132P.M.
LOCALs MFA CONFIRMS NEW ETA

% Reviewead b
i -

s g i

G

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHGCUT THE A‘ﬁaiZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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ACTION SS-25 hETE

INFO  OCT-81 CCO-P@ $50-2m NSCE-00 /026 W =
2 0 2717552 sEP 72 gt s i
FM aMEMBASSY MOSCOW Y
TO SECSTATE WASHEC FLASH 3243
SECDEF WASHDE FL:SH

INFC AMEMRASSY CNPEMNAGEN MM =
AMEM3ASSY STQCKHZoLM x;SéEIE:EEDIATE i
CINCFAC IMMEQIATE .

CINCEUR [MMERIATE

CINCLSAFE WIESBADEN GERMANY [MMED[ATE

322 TAC AIRLIFT 3eM. [MMENIATE _

€—8——F—f—9—F—N—F—F—A— MOSCOW 9839

EXD1¢

SUBJECTs EGRESS RECAP3: NR.e WALKER'S QBSERVATIONS ON RELEASED POWS

MEMORANDUM OF 7
1 }}‘
B W48 .
i . THREE RELEASED PCWS ORSFRVEM AT CLOSE HAND FgQR APPROXIMATELY
ONE “OUR AT MOSCOW AIRPORT NDURING WHICH TIME THEY WERE UNDER
A GREAT DEAL OF PHYSICAL ANM MENTAL PRESSURES BROUGHT BY :
THE INSISTENT PRESS. TueY aLL APPEARED IN VE&Y GOBD HEALTH
ALTHGUGH LTe GARTLEY WAS EVIDENTLY VERY FATIGUED. TWEY ;
WERF STANDING (OR BEING PRESSED BY THE CROWD) DURING THE
ENTXSE HOUR 3UT SHOWEDNN SIGNS OF WEAKENINGe THEIR SKIN
COLC= ~AS GONDs THEY APPEAREN FAIRLY WELL NOURISHED AND 1
FULL CONTROL OF THEIR MENTAL PROCESSES. ALL THREE MADE a N
POINTS OF STATING THEIR HEALTH WAS 500D AND THEY HAD
NO CCTMPLAINTS OR DESIRES FOR MEDICAL ATTENTIAN AT THE
PRESENT TIME. THEY WERE INFOQMEND THAT THE EMBASSY MEDICAL
SERVICE WAS AVAILABLE TN THEM AT ANY TIME.

GDS.
obuss
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ACTICN Ss-25 T:
INFO 0CT=91 SS0-@¢e CCO-08¢ NSCE=-02¢g /7826 w
R #82882

Z 0 2719402 sEP 72
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW
TO SECSTATE WASWDC FLASH 32¢5%
fgggsr WASHDe FLASH
AMEMBASSY cOP PR
USDEL FRANCESFLESHENH‘GEN FLASGi:fiQ/’) i
USMISSION USUN FLASK | ierred to 0/ |
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMED]ATE
AMEMAASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE
CINCEUR IMMEpDIATE
CINCUSAFE IMMEDIATE
322 TAC AIRLIFT IMMEDIATE

O F TN ~t—a—t MOSCOW 5842 T

- EXDIS | -
Date /2;4§8i/7q2
SUBJ: EGRESS RECAP - EMASSY COMMENTS e

REFt MOSCOW 984

le FFOM VERY OUTSET, [T WAS wmy
CLEAR IMPPESSION THAT P
ggssrgugg:v;:EégeggeoéncRCOHTROL OF ANTI-WAR ESCORTS. #:g:s
EvE ) SIRABILITY OF OBSERVINg THE B '
ESCZARTS IN ORDER AVO1IDp POSSIALl . i EE
RILITY OF JEOPARDIZIN
PROSFPECTS OF POWS REMAINING IN NORTH VIETNAHEéEIHnggEEASE

2+ SIVEN THIS READING, 1 DECIDED TO ACCENTUATE POINT THAT NO

COESCION WHATEVER Was INVO
5, LVEDo AFTER THEY v E
DECISION, THEREFGRE, 1 SIMPLY SAID 1 wWouLp 3??952501;H55§

CONVEY 1T TO WASHINGTON®

FLIG=Te MY OWN FEELING IS THaT
TOD INSISTENT AN APPR
MEDEVAC MATTER IN COPENKAGEN MIGHT 2D SUBSTANTIALLYO¢SH 5

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITH ‘
OUT THE A%%HATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

8% TV

50,1 Sect. 3.4

DoS _9304568 |[28]q4

By MAC. __nara, Date_%£[13[24
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EMOTIONAL STRAIN WHICH THEY ARE EXPERIENCING.

4e ANTI-WAR ESCORTS ARE EXTREMELY AGGRESSIVE AND ARE COMMITTED
AND DETERMINED TC DO EVERYTHING IN TWEIR POWER NOT TO RELINGUISH
CONTROL OF PILOTS UNTIL THEIR PURPOSES HAVE pEEN SERVED.

Se SOVIETS HaAD CLEARLY PLANNED FOR ARRIVAL OF GROUP AND
KEPT OFFICIAL INVOLVEMENT TO A MINIMUM. THEY WERE CAREFUL Tg
PROVIDE ACCESS FOR EMBASSY OFFICIALS AND JOURNALISTS IN CUSTQOMS
AREA« IN THIS WaY THEY MET OUR BASIC REQUEST BUT AT SAME TIME
PRESUMABLY SATISFIED NORTH VIETNAMESE DESIDERATA FOR PUBLICITY.

6+ 1 PLAN TO SEE PARTY NFF MORNING OF SEPTEM

AND WALKER HAVE CONFIRMED SPACE ON FEIGEY $0PESPESH:22NTASSSBP
1S NOT AWARE, TN OUR KNOWLEDGE, THAT EMBASSY OFFICERS wILL BE
ABOARD.

GDS

DUBS

2 —CONFIOENTIAL ‘ ;
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73-61
ACTION SS-25 .

)

INFO O0OCT-@2! CCC-€¢ SSO-@»2 NSCE-@g /@26 w - -
siSlsisEE e cmineis i e Sleic 882852 °

2 0 2719@3Z SEP 72 e

FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW :

TO SECSTATE WASHLC FLASH 3265 r~

SECDEF WASHDC FLASH

INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN FLASH

USOEL FRANCE FLASH

AMEMRASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE

USMISSION USUN FLASH

AMEMBASSY STOCKHILM [MMECIATE

CINCEUR IMMEDIATE

CINCUSAFE IMMEDIATE

322 TAC AIRLIFT IMMEDIATE

L O——F——B—FN—F—f—A— MOSCOW 984]

EXDIS

Ty

'SUBJ1 MEETING WITH RELE4SED POW'S AT MOSCOW aIRPORT

REF3s MOSCOW 9837

! ALTHOUGH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAD QEPRESENTATIVE
PRESENT AT AIRPCRT WHO WAS HELPFUL TO ME IN NUMBER OF RESPECTS,»
HE waS UNARLE TC GET AUTHORITY FOR ME TO GREET PILOTS AS THEY
OFPL&aNED. EVEN THOUGK REPEATED REQUESTS WERE MADE. UPON ENTERING
YERMINAL, PI1LOTS WERE SHIFELNED BY ANTI-WAR ESCORTS IN FULL VIEW
67 SOVIET ANp FCSEIGN PRESS. PRIVATE MEETING WITH PILOTS

COU® NOT 8E ARRANGED !NTIL AFTER ANTI=WAR ESCORTS STAGED

SHCRT PRESS CONFERENCE WITH PILOTS AND I MADE CLEAR TO MFa
REPRESENTATIVE THAT 1 WANTED TO SPEAK TO PILOTS WITHOUT PRESS

PRESENT

2, MY [MPRESSION WAS THAT PILOTS CONDUCTED TWEMSELVES WELL UNDER
TRYI“G CIRCUMSTAaNCESe REVe COFFIN, WHO APPEARED TO BE SPOKESMAN
FOR ESCORT GROUP, PRESSEC ME TO DIVULGE MY INSTRUETIONS

TO HIM BEFORF A MEETING WITHR PILOTS cOULD BE ARRANGEDs THIS 1
REFUSED TO D3+ RUT TO AVvOID STRONG POSSIBILITY OF UNPRODUCTIVE

N=DXM N=I>CM N=I3CIM N=I><M
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CONFRONTATION BETWEEN ESCORTS AND MYSELF, I SAID THERE WAS NOTHING
THAT I HAD To CONVEY TO PILNTS WHICH ESCORTS cOULD NOT HEAR.
PILOTS, MRSe GARTLEY, MRSe CHARLES, ANTI-WAR ESCORTS, THREE
MEMBERS OF EMBASSY STAFF, MFA REPRESENTATIVE THEN CROWDED INTO
SMALL ROOM IN AIRPORT _OUNGEs (THERE WERE NO NORTH VIETNAMESE
PRESENT IN ROOMs) AS I REGAN TO SPEAKs COFFIN INTERRUPTED aND
BELLIGERENTLY ASKED WHETHER I WAS AWARE OF WuaT PILOTS HAD SAID
IN THEIR TELEGRAMS TQ THE PRESIDENT. HE ALSO WARNED ME NOT T0
MAKE DEMANDS ON OR "ISSUE ORNERS™ TO PILOTS. I TURNED ASIDE

WIS GUERY AND ADDRESSFD THE PILOTS DIRECTLY.

3. THE GIST OF MY REMARKS WAS AS FOLLOWS:

tA) 1 WELCOMED THEM IN THE ABSENCE OF THE AMRASSADOR WHO WAS

OUT OF THE COUNTRY aAND SAID THAT I WAS CONFIPDENT THAT 1 SPOKE

ON BEHALF OF THEIR COUNTRYMEN IN EXTENDING THE WARMEST OF WELCOMES
AT THIS JUUNCTURE IN THEIR LONG-AWAITED JUOURNEY BACK HWOMEe WE
WELCCMED THEIR RELEASE aAND | DEEPLY REGRETTEP THAT I WAS UNABLE

AT THIS MOMENT TO GREET ALL OF THEIR FELLOW SERVICEMEN WHOD
CONTINUED TO SUFFER A FATE SIMILAR TO THE ONg THEY HAD JUST LIVED
THROUGH e

4B) 1 SAID THE FIRST ORNER NF BUSINESS WAS MalIL» AND THAT |
ALREADY HAD HAD THE PLEASURE OF PASSING COPIgS OF MESSAGES TO
MAJs ELIAS FROM YEMRERS OF WIS FAMILYe. | EXPRESSED DOUBT AS TO
WHETHER THEY WOULD HAVE ANY DIFFICULTY BEING RECOGNIZED ALONG THE
WAY RUT IN ANY CASE 1 PRESENTED THEM WITH PASSPORTS, WHICH THEY
IMMEDTIATELY SIGNED.

(C! 1 SAID TWAT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY WAS PREPARED TO OFFER
HOSPITALITY RURING TKEIR SHART STAY HERE AND THAT ARRANGEMENTS
HAD BEEN MADE TG TAKE CcaRE OF THEM aAND THE IMMEDIATE MEMBERS

OF THREIR FAMILIES AT THE AMRASSADOR'S RESIDENCE. I ALSO MENTIONED
THE AVAILABILITY OF QUARTERS FOR THE ESCORTS, SHOULD THEY DESIRE.

{Di 1 INTRODUCED THEM TO DR. WALKER, THE EMBASSY DOCTOR»s AND
SAID THAT HE WOULD BE AVAILABLE DAY OR NIGHT TO ATTEND TO ANY OF
THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS.

{E} MORE IMPORTANT, ] SAIDs, WAS TO NOTE THAT THE GOVENMENT
LOOKED FORWARD TO THEIR RETURN TO THE USe TO THIS END, ALL NECESSARY
PREPARATIONS HAD BEEN UNDERTAKEN TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR SPEEDY»
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DIRECT AND SAFE RETURN TO THE USe I STRESSED THAT USG WAS
CONCERNED ARQUT THEIR WELFARE AND WISHED THEM TO BE PROVIDED WITH
THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MEDICAL ATTENTION AND TRAVEL BACK TO THE

US UNDER US MEDICAL AUSPICES.

(F) IN THIS SPIRIT, 1 SaAID | WISHED TO RECOMMEND AND PERSONALLY
URGED THEM» AS OFFICERS OF THE US, TO TAKE ApVANTAGE OF THE
MILITARY EVACUATION AIRCRAFT THAT WAS BEING PLACED AT THEIR
DISPOSAL AT COPENHAGEN, WHRICH I ASSUMED WOULp BE THEIR NEXT
STOP. THIS MEDEVAC AIRCRAFT WAS ALREADY PREPOSITIONED AT
COPENHAGEN AND COULD TAKE OFF SHORTLY AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL,

THUS AVOICDING A SIX-HOUR LAY-OVER WHICH WOULp BE

NECESSARY TO PROCEED COMMERCIALLYs I ADDED TWAT MEMBERS OF
THEIR FAMILIES WOULDs, OF COURSE, BE WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY

THEM ON THIS SPECIAL FLIGHT.

{G) FINALLY, I NOTED THAT I WAS PLEASED TO INFORM THEM THAT
REGARDLESS OF THE POINT OR POINTS OF THEIR ENTRY INTO THE
CONTINENTAL US» ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN MADE Tp HAVE MEMBERS
OF THEIR FAMILIFS MEET THEM.

4e PILOTS ~EARD ME OUT ATTENTIVELY, AND EXPRESSED GRATITUDE
FOR OFFERS OF ASSISTANCEs THEY THEN [N TURN RESPONDED IN=
DIVIDUALLY STATING THAT THEIR PREFERENCE WAS TO PROCEED ON
THEIR JOURNEY "AS PLANNED ANN ARRANGED®" BY TWEIR ESCORTSe
THEY ALL SalInm TkeaT THEY WERE IN G000 HEALTH AND NEEDED NO
MEDICAL ASSISTANCEe. ONLY SPECIFIC REQUEST WAS FROM LT
CHARLES, WHO ASKED FOR a BOTTLE OF wHISKYs ALL THREE PILOTS
REACTED HAPPILY TC MYy STATEMENT THAT USG HAD MADE ARRANGE-
MENTS FOR THEIR FAMILIES TO MEET THEM AT ANY POINT OF ENTRY
INTO US THEY WOULD CHOOSEe LTe GARTLEY THEN SAID HE HAD A
MSPECIAL™ FAMILY SITUATION, ~HICH "WE WOULD BE WILLING TO
DISCLSS IN PRIVATE," AND ASKED THAT WE BE GIVEN THE OPPOR-
TUNITY OF SPENDING AT LEAST TWO DAYS "IN COMPLETE SECURITY
AND FRIVACY" WITH HIS FaAMILY UPON HIS RETURN TO USs 1 SAID
REQUEST WOULD BE CCONVEYED TO WASHINGTONs ALL THREE MEN COM-
MENTED UNFAVORABLY ON PHYSICALLY CRUSHING ATTENTION BY MOSCOW
PRESSs AND EXPRESSED DESIRE TO AVOID SIMILAR SITUATION IN
COPENHAGENe MAJNR ELTAS, WHILE FIRM IN HIS WISH T8 REMAIN
WITH GROUP COMMERCIALLY, ASKED EMBASSY TO CONVEY TO WIS FAMILY
THAT HE LOOKED FZRWARD FAGERLY TO SEEING THEmM AND AFTER INITIAL
FAMILY REUNION INDICATED DESIRE TC GO THROUGH DEBRIEFING
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PROCESS, AND HOPED LATTER COULD BE ACCOMPLISKED QUIECKLYs

Se MRS, WEISS INTERJECTED AT THIS POINT THAT -
MENTS, FOR LTe GARTLEY AND THE OTHERé: HADAAL;EkD:HSEENA::SgGE
BY THE EXCORTING PARTY, JUST AS ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ENTIRE
JOURAEY HAD REEN MADE BY THEMs SHE REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO
VERY DETAILED AND CAREFUL ARRANGEMENTS THAT THEY HaD MADE FOR
THE RETURN AND REUNION WITH FAMILIES. SHE TOQK CREDIT FOR
RELEASE OF TWREE PILOTS AND BELIEVED HER GROUP KNEW HOW TO GET
REMAINING POWS RELEASEpe. SHE THEN SAID THAT THEY HAD NO
OBJECTION TO TALKING WITH PRESS, WERE IN FACT LOOKING FORWARD
;go:?;égGTgEsiigNA:gTH PRESS IN COPENHAGEN WHERE "SAS HAD

' MAKE ROPRIATE ARRAN T
, el iR, GFMENTS, MQRE CIVILIZED
6+ 1 THEN SPECIFICALLY ASKED PILOTS IF THEY WOULD ACCEPT My
RECOMMENDATION REGARDING RETURN ABOARD MEDEVAC AIRCRAFT AND
OFFER OF HOSPITALITY IN MOSCOWe ALL THREE PIL_OTS REITERATED
THEY WANTED TO PROCEED wITH ESCORTING PARTY, SINCE OTHERWISE
FUTURE RELEASES OF PILOTS WOULD BE JEOPARDIZEDs IN RESPONSE
TO MY QUESTION, MEMRERS OF ESCORT PARTY SAID THEY DID NOT
“KNOW WHERE THEY wOULD BF STAYING FOR THE NIGWTs» BUT THAT ALL
WAS ARRANGED AND "THE AIRLINE WOULD TAKE CARE OF THEMem THE
PILOTS ACCEPTED EMBOFF'S CARD WITH EMBASSY AND HOME TELEPHONE
NUMBERS, AND SAID THEY WwOULD CALL IF THEY NEEDED ANYTHING QR IF
THEY DECIDED TO AVAIL THEMSELVES OF THE OFFER TO USE EMBASSY
PHONE TO CALL FA™ILIES IN USe THEY AGAIN REASSURED EMBASSY
MEDICAL OFFICER THAT THEY NEEDED NO MEDICAL ASSISTANCE.

7+ AS EMBOFFS AND I LEFT ROOM, PARTY OF THREE NORTH VIETNAMESE
JOURNALISTS WITH TAPE RECORNERS ETCe WAS USHFRED IN, AND RE-
MAINED WITH BARTY FOR AT LEAST TWENTY MINUTES (THEY WERE STILL
;u;azsas EMBASSY PARTY LEFT aIRPORT), NORTH VIETNAMESE

MBASSY PERSONNEL, INCLUCING MILITARY ATTACHES WER

AIRPORT ORSERVING. : -

8¢ CCMMENTS FOLLCW SEPTELS
GDS»
puss
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. THAT THE PILOTS WERE PARTICULARLY DISTURBED BY THE MOB
SCENE Of JOURNALISTS IN HOSCOH AND: ASK ASSISTANCE. IN
RESPECTING THE MEN'S WISHES TO KEEP THE PRESS FROM HARASSs.

ING THEM WHILE IN COPENHAGENes THE. MEN. suOUgD 8E- ADVISED:

THAT THEY DO NOT RPT NOT HAVE TO TAKE: PART [N PRESS: 3

CONFERENCE ACTIVITIESe WE HOPE AIRPORT AUTWORITIES. CAN[

PROVIDE PRIVATE ROOM TO WHICH RELEASED MEN CAN WITHDRAW

AWNAY FROM THE PRESS. YOU SHOULD ALSQ SAY THAT [F: RELEASED'

MEN DO NOT WANT A PRESS CONFERENCE‘HE HOPE: DANES WILL NOT

INSIST THEY HAVE ONEe

bo IN VIEW OF THE SIXeHOUR WAIT, YOU MAY AT DISCRETION
INVITE HEN TO COME TO' EMBASSY TO RESY BETHEEN FLIGHTS..

Se WE NOTE SAS 911 IS A 737. YOU SHOULD ‘SUGGEST TO' SAS

OFFICIALS. DESIRABILITY OF ARRANGING FOR POW GROUP: TOI HAYE:
SEPARATE' AREA AWAY FROM OTHER PAstNezﬂs IF POSSIBLE: -

6%  UNIFORMS: FOR: THREE RELEASED MEN utt& a: _ABOARD: -,
MEDEVAC® AIRPLANEs KT-.APPROPRIATE TIME! AND’ {N' DISCREET .
MANNER YOU SHOULD LET''MEN _KNOW UNIFORNi‘ZR AvAtnuaLz ;rs,;

SHEY WANT 'THEMy « ‘SUGGEST THES: QFFER: 8 buq,ory;. _

T

'n:xarne OF esconr GROUPvat‘OSSFSL ‘ ‘iqﬁ_

'7ih 1F F80 xnnnou ANDI'ORe WALKER: ARR;Y"w(T@fRELEAGEDWHEquf
THEY  SHOULD :CONTINUE WITH GROUP TO NEW'-YDRKy. IF' THEY ARE:
NOT ON ‘FLIGHT FROM ‘MOSCOW, COPENHAGEN SHOULO'ASSURE

THAT eneorr AND UeS, oocvon ARE ABOARD’ ereuf TO. NEW YORKe

i

8+ GDSy IRWIN

“h—><m m-i-?::*rh =DM m-‘-’-e*'"%

haéveii‘

ODUCED wnnou‘r HA 'Taom ;

it
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L+ ACCORDING TO AFP)- ER-- i
TIVES AND ESCORTS LEFTZHANGE. gepg
CHINA, WHERE THEY WERE. SCHEDUL P
ING  TUESDAY MORNING FQ LEXING

2¢ ON BASIS THIS REPoR
SIDER IT LIKELY THAT Gﬁ%
WEDNESDAY MORNING ON Pac;
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ARRIVING MOSCOW gos.

P=CIDCEIM P=CI>CIM N=CIDCITI D=

3¢ FROM MOSCOW WE BELt GROUSHES AN L : : it
554 AT 9120 ARRIVING GORENHAGEN XT7ersTols up S
LEARNED THAT aoox:NG,%% EEH, i By {3 e
LEAVING COPENHAGEN"TH

APPRECIATE ANY. xuroan%
YOUR Posrs. IRWIN

é

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



) j/d__,?f Eosre /vs;g;’_fgﬁ

LCONEIDENTIAE 808 Zh

PAGE @1 STATE 75229 g o

78-62
ORIGIN SS=25

INFO OCTe@| SS0-2@ CCO-02 FILE=@g) /@27 R

DRAFTED BY U/PW
9/25/72 Xe=29454

APPROVED BY Jt UeAeJOHNSON
S/SaC

Wt BT
DODsSECRETARY LAIRD

e b bt o i) e 266288
0 2602152 SEP 72 IFFS
FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE AT
AMEMBASSY COPENKAGEN IMMEDIATE =

INFO USMISSION usuuanv IMMEDIATE Spart 2
CINCEUR.ITMMEDIATE: ™ ' -
clNcUSAsE’IHHEDlATE sl . %
322 TAC A!RLIFT R/H IMHEDIATE & A

",uugvnrs 175229

g;gi:: STATE! 178414 L
=4 g

1T NOW APPEARS HIBHLY LIKELY RELEASED POW'S WILL! ARRIVE
Hoscou WITHOUT PRIOR CONTACT WITH US OFFICIALS.

;ft:' W}{éﬁ‘

’s

.4

2+ GUIDANCE PROVIDED BY REFERENCES IS REAFFIRMED EXCEPT
AS HODIFIED BELOwWs . IN VIEW OF PROBLEMS THAT HOULD BE

'v,

é.ce“:-,!._m*-‘ ]
FO  TAKEL

il ogtigce i Stleaalh Ll o, .+ i L

/,//\
{ Cat. A—Ca
ASSIFIED
N "f;:ff '7“ a

DoS 304568 lifes[ad
,_WKd.

SA 99

o . : i _;,_/v
! Reviewsd by Elilah(bin
‘i WCVIGWRU LY. .

. ’ o Y R ‘_
@ SF /“'(\/ v ()/ :/A «,

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



Department of State TEI.EGRAM

CONFIOENT I AL

PAGE @92 STATE (75229
AND MEDICAL DOCTOR.,

3¢ EMBASSY OFFICER SHOULD TELL RELEASED MEN THAT FIRSTa-
CLASS MEDEVAC AIRCRAFT WILL BE AVAILABLE AT COPENHAGENS
(DEPARTMENT AND/OR EMBASSY COPENHAGEN WILL CONFIRM TO

EMBASSY MOSCOW THAT DANES HWAVE AUTHORIZED S TN )
IF MEDEVAC FLIGWT AVAILABLE IN COPENHAGEaJ 3ggc3wFtﬁg:§§¢*

OFFICER SHOULD MAKE CLEAR THAT OFFICERS ARE EXPECTED' TO(
TAKE MEDEVAC FLIGHT AS PER REFTELSs HOWEVER, A CONFRONTATION
SHOULD 8E AVOIDED. - e

FRAY SRNVERTATION (IN MOSCOM. IF ACCESS IN MOSCOW NOT.ORANTEOD: E:.". e %n.
: OR_INHIBITEDs YOU SHOULD MAKE SAME RECOMMENDATION-ONF ™. ‘i, % 7 -
RETURN TO US CONTRQL AND URGE THAT THEY TlKg‘ Héosvgg(»' o s
FLIGHT. P B ,.“ B
Se IF RELEASED MEN IND!EAI;;IN MOSCOoW iﬁsg; ';ff

ACCEPT MEDEVAC FLIGHTS, MOSCON SHOULD Apyis
COPENHAGEN AND USAFE TO HAVE ‘US"MILITARY. ME

Y. s,

ARRIVE COPENHAGEN AT SAME TIME:.AS Agﬁg?ﬂ%@g
FLIGHT FRAM MOSCOW. - OIS U B
e oy o 2.7 R L e ST O e e ; !
: can man L SEEGRCT O N eyt ,
6+ EMBASSY COPENHAGEN SHOULD! SEEK: TQ ASSURELIHAT ONLY e

RETURNING MEN AND: THEIR RELATIVES BOARD. MEDEVACZFERGHTe
IF 1Ts NEVERTHELESS, PROVES IMPOSSIBLEI TO'SEPARATE-OFFICERS
FROM ANTI-WAR ESCORTSs THEIR TRANSPORT ON MEDEVAC AUTHs.
ORIZEDe (WE DOUBT THEY WOULD ACCEPT.)

7+ SECRETARY [S TODAY (SEPTEMBER 25) URGING THE DANISH

FOREIGN MINISTER TO APPROVE MEDEVAC FLIGWT P
EMBASSY GEPENHAGEN -SHOULD FOLLOW UP WITH DANISH MFR ...
SEPL;!,{E 4 %4 ‘ - ‘Q‘R‘ A { 2 Ged o -"‘R:"t‘{"""*"’é?':} S "E'iﬁ_ 2

HAVE BOOKED
MOSCOW (OR ¢
ACCOMPANYs

8- LA?‘DENNE 1 THI S EVE!
FOREIGN-MINISTER: GROMYK
TO OFFICERS .AT MOSCOWv - 408

e

Vo ———y

by el SR

NOT TO BE REFRODUCED WITHO ' T A
Towee y Iy N OFT ECL SECRETARY

T

it
»

i Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
g DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



4
o)

NIEL

: = e

Department of State TELEGRAM
2

ENFIDENT AL 2385
PAGE @) VIENTI ¢7187 25117p12 -

1t
ACTICN SSe25

INFO O0CT=d1 SS0-22 (cCO0-@7 NSCE-%@ /¢Zé W
e®cceemiasaccsrne-on-= E<722

2 0 25|1@152Z SEP 72 2FFeu

FM AVEMRASSY VIENTIANE

TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 345

AMEM=ASSY MOSCOW FLASH [y

CINCFAC FLASH { Cat. A -/Caption rema v

AMENMZASSY STACKHOLM FLASH \ =

AMEMZASSY COUPENKAGEN FaSH

AMEMRASSY TOYO IMMEDIATE

AMCCYGEN HONG KNMG [MMENIATE

INFOQ USDEL FRANCE PRIQORITY

AMEM2ASSY PARIS PRIORITY

AMEYEAGSY RANGOQC* PRIORITY

AMCONSUL CaLCUTT2 PRICRITY

AMEM2ASSY SOMRAY PRIQRITY

AMEMSASSY LONDON PRIQRITY

AVMEMRASSY SAJGON PRICRITY

AMEMEASSY NEw DELMH] PRINRITY

7/13TH aF

Ll Beb—N—TF—I—Ah . VIENTIANE 27187
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VIENTIANE THAT (6S CREW wH]CH MADE RZCENT TRIP
VIENTIANE=HANOI=VIENTIANE CN SEPT 23 ASRCFLOT
FLIG-T TAPED A DISCUSSICON WITH FATHED HARRY RURY
DURIVG RETURN FLIGHTe SCURCF HWERE STATEL HE HEARD
REPLAY OF TAPE.

2e NN TAPE RURY IMPLIFN THAT DNE OF THE THRrE
RELEASED Pw's HAS INDICATED THAT KE PLANNED TO

ELECT MILITARY AFROMEDEVAC USON ARRIVAL VIENTIANE.
BURY CLAIMED THAT TH]S PCSSIILITY JPSET CORA WEISS.
HE ADDED THAT THIS WAS POSSTQLE RFEASON FCR ELEVENTH-
WHOUR CANCELLATICN OF RETURN TN SETP 23 AFRIFLOT
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FLIGHT.
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ey 0 F ANTlesa3 GROUF.
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CINCPACREPGUAM/TTPT NIMITZ HILL, GUaM FLASH
: COMUSMACV FLASH
[ DIA FLASH
7/13Th AF FLASH
TTH AF FLASH
o CUMUSMACTHAL FLASH
¢ AMEMBASSY MANILA FLASH 2868
AMEMBASSY SAIGON FLASH 8091
AMEHBASSY BANGKOK FLASH 9613
AMEMBASSY PARIS FLASH 443
USDEL FRANCE FLASH

TO SECSTATE WASHOC FLASH 027 L‘

INFO AFMPC/DPMSC, RANDOLPH AFB TEXAS
CHNAVPERS WASHDC
CINCPACREPHIL, SUBIC BAY
CG USARPY CAMP zAMA
COMUSMACY (yPRC) SAIGON
COMUSKOREA YOMGSAN SEQUL
CO MAC SCOTT AFs

PATMA HICKAM AFB

DCA PAC KUMIA H]

CMOR BTH AF ANDERSEN A8
AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 1518
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 2156
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 1921
AMEMBASY TODKYD 2853
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 089
AMEMBASSY LONDON 2410
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 045
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VIENTIANE 6637 -~
SUBJECT? EGRESS RECAP == REPORT OF PW RELEASE
REF$ STATE 160671 fi—

1, UPON RECEIPT REFTEL INFORMED PRIME MINISTER OF

ITS CONTENTS AMD RECEIVED IMMEDIATELY HIS AGREEMENT TO
THE LANDING IN VIEMTIANE OF ANY HOSPITAL AIRCRAFT
SHNULD CONDITION OF RELEASED PERSONNEL REQUIRE SUCH
ACTION, HE EXPRESSED HIS PLEASURE AT THIS GOOD NEWS
ADDING THAT RLG WILL HELP IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE

SHOULD RELEASED MEN TRANSIT VIENTIANE, MINNATOEF
SISOUK ALSO INFORMED AND HAD SAME REACTION AS PRIMIN,

2, OUR BEST INFORMATION AT THIS POINT IS THAT
AEROFLOT FLIGHT TO HANAI TODAY IS NOW ON WEATHER
HOLD AT VIENTIANE AIRPCRT AND IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART
FOR HANO! AT 1500 HOURS LOCAL, FLIGHT TIME IS
APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS EACH WAY,

DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT

GOOLEY

S
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PRIDORITY

DE RUMJFS #7181/1 2671455
P 2314202 SEP 72

FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITYy 337

INFO AMEMBASSY RANGOON PRIQRITY 459
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA PRIORITY 71
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 9745
CINCPAC PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 1991
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 107
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 28
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY4388
. USDEL FRANCE PRIORITY
' TAMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 2426
N AMCONSUL BOMBAY PRIORITY 48
.y ' AMEMBASSY BONi! PRIORITY 163
AMEMBASSY MA ILA PRIDRITY 2903
AMEMBASSY SAIGON PRIORITY 2156

——G-N—5—T1D—FENT—1 A4

LIMITED OSFICIAL USE SECTINN 1 OF 4 VIENTIANE 7181
SUBJECT: TRANSCRIPT OF MAMILTON/BURY PRESS

CONFERENCE UPON ARRIVAL VIENTIANE,
REFERENCE: VIENTIANE 7179

1. FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF NEWS CONFERENCE HELD BY
» MRS.MARTANNE HAMILTON AND FATHER BURY> INTERNATIONAL
"/ASSEMBLY OF CHRISTIANS: ‘
Q. FATHER, CAN WE START DUT BY ASKING YOU WHY THE POWS
{ 010 NOT RETURN WITH YOU AT THIS TIME.
(BURY: WE DON'T REALLY KNOW WHY THEY DION'T RETURN. IT
WAS A DECISION MADE BY, I IMAGINE, THE VIETNAMESE.
/ THEY HAVEN'T FULLY RELEASED THEM YET. THEY ARE IN GOOD
| SPIRTITS. THEY'RE IN VERY GOOD HEALTH AND THEY ARE LIVING
AT THE HOA BINH HOTEL, AND THEY'RE BEING TAKEN ON TRIPS
or AROUND THE COUNTRYSIDE. WE DO HAVE A MESSAGE FROM THE
COMMITTEE.
Q. CAN YOU GIVE US THAT MESSAGE?
BURY: YES, SHE'LL READ THE MESSAGE.
Q. WHAT WAS YOUR IMPRESSION OF BEING UP THESE AND HOW

/| % % % % & & % % % % %%+ x % sWNHSR COMMENT * % % 3 %332 %3 %% % 3 2
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WERE THE PRISONERS BEING TREATED DURING YOUR STAY
THERE?
BURY: THE PRISONERS WERE BEING TREATED EXQUISITELY.
THEY WERE EATING VERY WELL,
Q. EXQUISITELY?
BURY: NO» NO» NO» I'M SAYING THAT IN THE HOTEL THEY ARE
BEING TREATED VERY WELL. THE MEALS ARE GOOD, THEY HAVE
RELATIVE FREEDOM NOW BUT THEY ARE BEING PROTEITED,
Q. ARE THEY ANXIOUS TO GO WOME?
BURY: THEY'RE ANXIOUS TO COME HOMEs OF COURSE. THEY
WOULD LIKE TD COME BY CIVILIAN AIRPLANE AND THEY WOULD
LIKE TO BE ABLE TO SPEND SOME TIME WITH THEIR RELATIVES
AND THEIR PARENTS AND FRIENDS.
Q. WHY IS THIS?
BURY: BECAUSE THEY HAVEN'T SEEN THEM FOR SO LONG., THEY
WOULD LIKE TO SEE THEIR (INDISTINCT).
Q, BY WHY A CIVILIAN AIRPLANE?
. BURY: BECAUSE THEY WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO BE FREE.
'\ Q. WHAT ARE THEY BEING PROTECTED FROM? YOU SAID THEY
LR WERE BEING PROTECTED. FROM WHAT?
BURY: THEY ARE BEING PROTECTED FROM BOMBING, BECAUSE
THEY'VE BEEN DOWN IN THE PROVINCES AND THERE HAS BEEN
SOME BOMBING DOWN THERE AND ALSO THEY ARE BEING
PROTECTED»> YOU KNOWs FROM SOME INSANE PERSON PERHAPS=--
LIKE ANY OTHER CULTURE OR CIVILIZATION. THEY'RE JUST
WATCHING THEM,
Q. FATHERs ARE THEY BEING DELAYED ALSO BECAUSE
WASHINGTON DID NOT RESPOND TO THE FOUR PREREQUISITES
BEFORE THEY WOULD BE RELASED?
BURY: WE HAVEN'T HEARD> NO, THAT'S RIGHT. WE HAVEN'T
HEARD FROM WASHINGTON AT ALL ON THOSE THREE (PAUSE) FOUR
REQUESTS.,
Q. DO YOU THINK THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE GOING TO HOLD
THEM UNTIL WASHINGTON DOES RESPOND?
BURY: | WOULDN'T BE SURPRISED.
Q. WHAT ABOUT THE PROPAGANDA ASPECTS OF TAKING THESE
MEN AROUND, SHOWING THEM THE DIKES» AND FILMING THEM
SO EXTENSIVELY? IS HANDI TRYING TQ USE THAT TO THEIR
OWN END TOO?
BURY: WELLs NO» I'M SURE, | SUPPOSEs 1 MEAN, THEY ARE
1 CONCERNED ABOUT STOPPING THE WARs AND THEY WANT
| THE PILOTS TO BE ABLE TO SEE THE DESTRUCTION. YES»
{ IT'S REALLY THERE» YOU SEE, IN A SENSE IT'S NOT
EXPLOITATION BECAUSE IT'S TRUE. WHAT THEY'RE SEEING
ARE THE FACTS. IT'S NOT SOMETHING THAT! BEING PUT ON
JUST FOR THEIR BENEFIT, IT1S THE REALITY.
Q. YOU SAID YOU SAID A MASS FOR THEM. WOULD YOU TELL US
ABOUT THAT,
I BURY: YESs THIS MORNING AT ST, DOMENIC'S WE HAD A MASS

——

PSN:029037 PAGE 02 TOR3267/716:112 DTG:231420Z SEP 72
kx kxR pC—O—NF——D—t—N—T—J—A—bLrxss2222S COPY

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.



so * en

xRk 2l—A—N—-f) D—F-_N_T | A j-kxkxxx%xS COPY

FOR PEACE AND THE PILOTS CAME ALONG WITH THEIR FAMILIES
AND THE VIETNAMESE SANG. IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL

OCCASION IN WHICH THERE WAS A REAL EXPRESSION OF UNITY,
AND LOVE AND CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER,

BT
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PRIORITY

DE RUMJFS #7181/2 2671520
P 2316420Z SEP 72

FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 338

INFO AMEMBASSY RANGOON PRIQRITY 460
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA PRIORITY 72
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIDORITY 9746
CINCPAC PRIORITY :
AMEMBASSY MDSCOW PRIORITY 1992
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 108
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 29
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 4389
USDEL FRANCE PRIDRITY
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 2427
AMCONSUL BOMBAY PRIORITY 459

AT AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 16¢
AMEMBASSY MANILA PRIORITY 2904
AMEMBASSY SAIGON PRICORITY 8157

O NF N1t

o LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTIQN 2 OF & VIENTIANE 7181
Q, CAN YOU GIVE US NOW THE MESSAGE YOU BROUGHT DUT?
HAMILTON: -IT'S THE MESSAGE WITH THE FOUR POINTS THAT
YOU SPOKE ABOUT. IT'S THE TELEGRAM THAT WAS SE T BY
THE COMMITTEE TO PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON.
"WE ARE HAPPY TO REPORT THAT AVY LT. MARKHAM GARTLEY»
AIR FORCE MAJOR EDWARD ELIAS» AND NAVY LT, NORRIS
CHARLES HAVE BEEN RELEASED TO OUR CUSTODY SO THAT WE
MAY ESCORT THEM HOME TO THE UNITED STATES.,
w, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EXPRESSED EXPECTATIONS OF THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT» AND IN ORDER NOT TO
AEOPARDIZE THE POSSIBILITY OF FUTURE RELEASES, WE
BELIEVE THE REPATRIATION OfF THESE MEN SHOULD BE CARRIED
OUT IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:
"}, THE MEN SHALL PROCEED HOME WITH US AND REPRESENTA=-

- TIVES OF THEIR FAMILIES IN CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT,

"2, THE MENs IF THEY WISH» SHALL BE GRANTED A THIRTY
DAY FURLOUGH.
"3, THE MEN SHALL RECEIVE A COMPLETE MEOICAL CHECK UP
AT THE HOSPITAL OF THEIR CHOICE» CIVILIAN OR MILITARY.
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n,, THE MEN SHALL DO NOTHING FURTHER TO PROMOTE THE
AMERICAN WAR EFFORT IN INDOCHINA,
"WE BELIEVE THAT THESE TERMS ARE REASONABLE, HUMANE AND
IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE REMAINING PILOTS AND THEIR
FAMILIES."
Q. IF WASHINGTON DOES NOT RESPOND TO THESE POINTS» WHAT
DO YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN?
 HAMILTON: ['M SURE THEY'LL COME ON ANYNWAY BUT THE

POINTS ARE CLEAR NOW AND THEY ARE KNOWN TO THE AMERICAN
PUBLIC. THESE ARE THE CONDITIONS. THESE MEN ARE
COMING HOME.
Q, WILL THEY BE RELEASED..,INDISTINCT
HAMILTON: THEY ARE RELEASED NOW. THEY ARE FREE NOW,
Q, WE DON'T HAVE TO WAIT TIL WASHINGTON RESPONDS TOD
THIS IN ORDER FOR THEM TO BE ALLOWED THEIR FREEDOM TO
COME OUT OF NORTH VIETNAM? IS THAT RIGHT?
HAMILTON: I DOUBT THAT,

=Sy Q. DID THEY REFUSE TD COME OR DID THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
REFUSE TO ALLOW THEM TO COME?
HAMILTON: 1 DON'T THINK IT HAS ANYTHING TO 00 WITH THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE REFUSING TO ALLDOW THEM T0O. COME, I
REALLY THINK THEY ARE PROBABLY WAITING FOR THE
DPPORTUNE MOMENT AND TO SEE HOW THINGS ARE SET UP ALL
ALONG THE ROUTE.
Q. YOU SEE HOW THINGS ARE SET UP HERE IN VIENTIANE., DO
YOU THINK THIS IS THE KIND OF GREETING THAT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE?
HAMILTON: "I 'M SURE THEY ARE GOING TO BE GREETED BY THE
PRESS WHEREEVER THEY GO.
Q, THE AMBASSADOR HAS TOLD YOU WHAT HE IS GDING TO SAY
TO THEM? DO YOU THINK THATIS APPROPRIATE?
BURY AND HAMILTON: NOs HE DIDN'T TELL US WHAT HE WAS
GOING TO SAY TO THEM,
Q. BUT WAHT 1 WANT TO GET CLEAR IS THE PILOTS IN THAT
GROUP ON THEIR VOLITION DECIDED NOT TO COME» NOT BY NORTH
VIETNAMESE ORDERS. IS THAT RIGHT?
BURY: NO» IT'S PREMATURE FpOR US TO THINK THAT THEY WERE
SCHEDULED TO IOME ON THIS PLANE. YOU SEE THEY HOPED
THAT THEY WOULD IOME AS SO0 AS POSSIBLE BUT THEY WERE

b NEPER TOLD EXACTLY WHEN THEY WERE GOI G TO COME SO

WHEN THEY DIEN'T COME ON THIS PLANE» IT WASN'T A GREAT
DISAPPOINTMENT AS IF THEY HAD PLANNED SPECIFICALLY OR
OR FELT OR KNEW THAT THEY WERE COMING. YDU SEE THEY
REALLY DIDN'T KNOW AND THEY'RE JUST WAITING TO BE TOLD
WHEN THEY CAN GO.
Q. ARE THEY GIVEN ANY FREE CHOICE?
BURY: NO» THEY HAVEN'T BEEN GIVEN ANY CHDICE. NO» THEY
WEREN'T GIVEN ANY CHOICE.
Q, IS THERE ANY INDICATION OF WHEN THEY WILL BE COMING
OUT? OR HOW?
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BURY: NO.

Q, SPECIAL PLANE OR ANYTHING?

BURY: NO,

Q, YOU SAW THEM THIS MORNING. DID THEY HAVE ANY IDEa
THEN THAT THEY WOULD OR WOULD NOT COME ON THIS FLIGHT?
BUR: THEY KNEW THEY WERE NgT COMING ON THIS FLIGHT AS
OF LAST NIGHT,

Q, WHAT DID THEY SAY ABOUT IT?

BT
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WERE THE PRISONERS BEING TREATED DURING YOUR STAY
THERE?

BURY: THE PRISONERS WERE BEING TREATED EXQUISITELY,
THEY WERE EATING VERY WELL,

Q. EXQUISITELY?

BURY: NOs NO» NO» I'M SAYING THAT IN THE HOTEL THEY
BEING TREATED VERY WELL, THE MEALS ARE GDOD. THEY H
RELATIVE FREEDOM NOW BUT THEY ARE BEING PROTEITED.
Q, ARE THEY ANXIOUS TO GO HOME?

BURY: THEY'RE ANXIOUS TO COME HOME» OF COURSE, THE
WOULD LIKE TD COME BY CIVILIAN AIRPLANE AND THEY WO
LIKE TO BE ABLE TO SPEND SQME TIME WITH THEIR RELAT
AND THEIR PARENTS AND FRIENDS.

Q. WHY IS THIS?

BURY: BECAUSE THEY HAVEN'T SEEN THEM FOR SO LONG. T
WOULD LIKE TO SEE THEIR (INDISTINCT),

Q, BY WHY A CIVILIAN AIRPLANE?

BURY: BECAUSE THEY WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO BE FREE
Q. WHAT ARE THEY BEING PROTECTED FROM? YOU SAID THE
WERE BEING PROTECTED., FROM WHAT?

BURY: THEY ARE BEING PROTECTED FROM BOMBING, BECAUS
THEY'VE BEEN DOWN IN THE PROVINCES AND THERE HAS BE
SOME BOMBING DOWN THERE AND ALSO THEY ARE BEING
PROTECTED» YOU KNOW» FROM SOME INSANE PERSON PERHAP
LIKE ANY OTHER CULTURE OR CIVILIZATION., THEY'RE JUS
WATCHING THEM,

Q, FATHERs ARE THEY BEING DELAYED ALSD BECAUSE
WASHINGTON DID NOT RESPOND TO THE FOUR PREREQUISITES
BEFORE THEY WOULD BE RELASED?

BURY: WE HAVEN'T HEARD» NO, THAT'S RIGHT. WE HAVEN'T
HEARD FROM WASHINGTON AT ALL ON THOSE THREE (PAUSE) -
REQUESTS,

Q. DO YOU THINK THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE GOING TO
THEM UNTIL WASHINGTON DOES RESPOND?

BURY: | WOULDN'T BE SURPRISED.

Q, WHAT ABOUT THE PROPAGANDA ASPECTS OF TAKING THES
MEN AROUND» SHOWING THEM THE DIKESs AND FILMING THE
SO EXTENSIVELY? IS HANOI TRYING TO USE THAT TO THEI
OwWN END TOO?

BURY: WELL» NO» I'M SURE, | SUPPOSEs I MEAN, THEY &
CONCERNED ABOUT STOPPING THE WARs AND THEY WANT

THE PILOTS TO BE ABLE TO SEE THE DESTRUCTION. YES»
IT'S REALLY THERE» YOU SEE, IN A SENSE IT'S NOT
EXPLOITATION BECAUSE IT'S TRUE. WHAT THEY'RE SEEINC
ARE THE FACTS. IT'S NOT SOMETHING THAT! BEING PUT (
JUST FOR THEIR BENEFIT, IT'S THE REALITY,

Q, YOU SAID YOU SAID A MASS FOR THEM., WOULD YOU TEL
ABOUT THAT,

BURY: YESs THIS MORNING AT ST, DOMENIC'S WE HAD A »
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FOR PEACE AND THE PILOTS CAME ALONG WITH THEIR FAMILIES
AND THE VIETNAMESE SANG. IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL

OCCASION IN WHICH THERE WAS A REAL EXPRESSION OF UNITY,
AND LOVE AND CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER,

BT
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PRIg®ITY

NE RUJFS #7181/74 2671529
P 2314202 SE® 72

Fro AMEMpASSY VIERTIANE

Tu SELSTAT= wWASHRC PRITRITY 340

InFu A"EMBASSY RANGLON PRIMRITY 462
AlCONSE CALCUTTA PRIGPITY 76

A EMRASSY tANGKOX PKIORITY 9748
CIVCPAC PRIGRITY

AMEMRASSY "uSCTw PRPIPRITY 1994
AMEMEASSY STACKHTL PRIGRITY 110
AMEMRASSY CUPE HAGEN PPIMNRITY 31
AnFiAR.LSSY BAPIS PRIJORITY4391
USTEL FRAWCE PEITRITY

BMEMEASSY LUMUTN PRICRITY 2429
AUCONSI'L &TMRAY PRIURITY 51
AMEARPASSY =My PRIARITY 166
AmEMRASSY “AMILA FRICRITY 2906
AMEMPRASSY SAIGTN PRICRITY 8159

8-y

B R e e e S -
LIVITe? RCFIGIAL USE SECTCRN ¢ DOF 4 VIENTIANE 71821
Qo OIL YNu SEE AMNY PLAMES ACTUALLY BONE CIVILIANS
TARPGETS? ACTUALLY RRAP BMHRS ON THEM?

i : RURY: I DITN'T SEE THEM BUT THE CTHER GROUPS UID,
WAFREVEK w= “EXE» “E DIDNIT SEE ANY R(MBS,
Q. #HAT A37UT THF DIKES? #ERE THEY VISITED AMD DIu YCU
SEE ThEh TORM P IMEANY GREAT DEGREE?
RURY: TL A LIMITEL DEGREE WE QICM!'T ASK TO GO anh SEE
TiE NIKES SU nE DIPN'T SEE MAJY OF THEM,
Q, wHE™ wAS PRAT DIEM RUMBED?
RURYS IT WAS JilLYs I THIMK 16TH BUT I CJULD BE wRLMG
o THaTs
N, WERF THERE A LOT OF CASULATIES THERE?
RURY?: I DI"W!'T ASK, WE TALKED TO OVE FFLLOY WHN HaM
LGST mIS WIFE AN TwD CHILMREN BUT I DIDM'T ASK HOW MAMY
PcPPLz wERF KILLED?
Q. wlILL THE PTHER FESCURTS STAY THERE NMw?
RURYS YET, TYE CTAFR ESCNRTS WILL NOT COME OUT UNTIL THE
PILOTS CNiF,
Q, wNLLD Y~u J''ST SuM UP THE MNDP OF THE PILOTS AGAIM,
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FATHFR,
BUPY: THEI® SPIRITS ARE VERY VERY GOND, THEY'RE H
TO SEE TYEIR KELATIVES, THEIR HEALTH I< EXCELE#NTAZ:;
I THINK THEY w7ULD LIKE T 6D HUME WITHOUT 8EI™G
RUTHERED oY THE MILITAPY, '
Co DJL YPu SEE AMY CTHER PILDTS, AMY AMOTHER PFISGMERS?
RURY: Muy T "IIN'T SEE ANY UTHERS AND I RESUESTED TO
SAY “aSS FrR T-E OTHER PNw'S A'ID THAT “AS THE NNLY
PENUFST THAT wAS NOT GRANTED, ’
N, DT THEY SAY NAY YQU COULDN'T SEE OTH s ?
BUPYS T CINN'T ASK TO SEE THEM, I A§KEEh$E 225‘325??'
AnD TREY LTOVIT SAY BUT GARTLEY SAID "LOMNK, I NONIT
TAIWK YOUILL EVER GET IN TN SAY MASS FOR THEM,™ HE
Sa¥S, FIRST IF YU GET BY THE MILITARY AND THEY ALLO%
YoU Tu §7 1T, T D01T THINK THE AMERICANS WILL GO
RECAUSE Tuf BHFRICANS HAVE GONE TO CHURCH SERVICES BEFORE
8D TnE VIFTVA“ESE hAVF USED THIS AS SORT NF A PROPA-
GANDA KIMG JF THING, THEY TUOK PICTURES OF THEY, SN
THE PILUTS ULECICEJ THAT NEVER AGAIM WOULN THAT HAPPE™
Sg THEY SATD U'LESS YJli WENT 11 AnD SAID A PRIVATE
MASS I' PNE NF THETK QUARTERS THEY PRURABLY WGULP NOT
ATTENY, :

o Qe HM: ARE THE PRISUMERS BEING TREATED? HOW
GAPTFELY TREATEP? nMw wWAS ELIAS TREATEg? Tt
RURYS TnFY h8U N7 COMPLAINTS; HOWEVER, YNU MUST
REALIZE TnFY AZE IM VIFTNAM, YPU KNOW, AND THEYIRE
PRIGASLY NT G7I%G TO COMPLAIM VERY MUCH, BUT THE
POINT IS THEY ©-A" "L COMPLAINTS AND THEY REALLY LONKED
GunD. THEY SAL" THE FODD #AS GNGN, THEY SAID THEY HAD
A4PLE MFPOFTUNITY TO RECREATE AND THEY HAQ QPPARTUNITY
Ty RE&P Ar™ STUDY AND YET AT THE SAME TIME THEQE wAS NO
PRCPAGANDA, THEY GAVE THEN d0JKS THAT THEY WANTEN, OR
ASKEN FUR 8., THEKF WAFRE ALSC A LOT OF ANTI-wAR BIUKS
WRICH “EPE AVAITLAGLE LIKE THE PENTAGCN PAPERS 2UT
::E:F “AS MO LECTUIES AND MJ ATTEMPT TD PRIPAGANDIZE

HEM., ]

Pe IM REFEFEMCF TUL THIS BUSINESS GF NST WANTING Tu
GG TT CHURCh FTR FFAR NF IT REING 'ISEL AS PRAPAGANPA,
AkE THEY SENSITIVE TD THIS HAPPENING T THEM IN MAMY
DIFFEPENT SITUATIONS QP ..

:ufzé I BCV1T KNI, THAT wAS THE UNLY THING, ONLY
EMARK HE “ADE M THAT REGARD, HE JUST SAID HE THGUGH
::éT THEY “AP USED RELIGIGYUS SERVICES IN A PRSDAG%&SAT

b e
Gus,
GJUNLEY
RT
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FM AMEMBASSY LONDON

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5716

INFO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 1169
USDEL FRANCE 7590

€—B—N—E——H—F—N—F—1—A—+ LONDON 9199

LIMDIS
SUBJECT: POW'S = BRITISH HAM OPERATOR'S ACTIVITIES
REF: LONDON 8761

1. MRS. CRANER HAS RECEIVED LETTER FROM DAVID ARTHUR»
FNRWARDING COPY OF TELEX MESSAGE (PARA & REFTEL) CONCERNING
TRIAL OF PRISONERS WHICH ARTHUR CLAIMS TD HAVE INTER-

2. ARTHUR!'S LETTER SAYS THAT AS RESULT OF HIS MEETING
WITH MRS. CRANER ON SEPTEMRER 16 "WHOLE OPERATION THAT

1 HAVE MOUNTED CAN NOW BE PUT ON MORE SATISFACTORY
FOUNDATION® AND PERMIT OPERATION TO BE EXPANDED "W THOUT
RISK TD AMERICAN AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS". ARTHUR ASKS
MRS. CRANER NOT TOD DIVULGE DETAILS OF THEIR CONVERSATION
TO EMBASSYs ALTHOUGH HE HAS NO OBJECTION TOD DISCUSSION
WITH US "SALIENT FACTS". HE ASKS MRS. CRANER TO

FORWARD A FEW OF LETTER FORMS SHE IS PRESENTLY USING SO
THAT HE CAN ASCERTAIN FORM HIS NVN CONTACT IF THEY ARE
ACCEPTABLE. HE ASKS FOR COPY OF 339 POW ANMES FURNISHED
TO SENATORS KENNEDY AND.FULBRIGHT.

3, ALSO ENCLOSED WITH LETTER IS CLIPPING FROM LOCAL
PAPER PRAISING ARTHUR'S HAw ACTIVITIES, PHOTOS OF HIS
EQUIPMENT, AND A HANDWRITTEN NOTE DATED SEPT 16 STATING
THAT ARTHUR GOT OFF ENQUIRY ABOUT POw CRANER THAT DATE,
WHICH "SHOULD REACH AHNDO1 MONDAY OR TUESDAY™,

e 4, WE ARE FORWARDING ALL OF ABOVE FO SIEVERTS
INCLUDING COPY OF TELEX. SINCE ARTHUR REQUESTS RETURN
OF LATTERs WE HAVE RETURNED ORIGINAL TO MRS. CRANER AND
ADVISED HER TO MAIL IT BACKk TO ARTHUR WITHOUT COMMENT.
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APPRECIATE GUIDANCE IF DEPT DESIRES THAT WE OR MRS,
CRANER TAKE ANY FURTHER STEPS. XGDS-1.

ANNENBERG
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WA'SHINGTON. D.C. 20301

17 NOV 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Information Obtained from the Debriefing of the Recently
Returned Three U.S. Prisoners of War

We have just completed our debriefings of the three U,S. prisoners of
war who were repatriated by the North Vietnamese this past September,
Intelligence analysts have prepared a report summarizing the conditions
under which our men are being held in North Vietnam. | believe the
information in this report will be of interest to you.

The three returnees arrived in the United States on 28 September.

Major Edward K. Elias was piloting an RF=4C reconnaissance jet when

shot down on 20 April 1972, He evaded three days prior to his capture.
Lt(JG) Norris A. Charles was shot down over North Vietnam on 30 December
1971. Lt Markam L. Gartley was the pilot of a Navy F-4 fighter when
downed on 17 August 1968. At their request, debriefings of the three
men began almost immediately. They were eager to provide the names of
those men they left behind in North Vietnam.

The returnees provided the names of approximately 350 prisoners of war
being held in North Vietnam, most of whom had previously been known,

When the three returnees were taken from their camps in September 1972,
the estimated PW camp population in North Vietnam was as follows: CU LOC
(Hanoi), 25 PW's; HA LO (Hanoi), 125 PW's and another 220 PW's at undeter-
mined locations (Attachments A, B, and C).

Most of the information on treatment of prisoners was obtained from

Lt Gartley, who had been a PW for forty=-nine months, Much of his in-
formation was related to him second or third hand from fellow prisoners.
He reported that in the years prior to 1969, physical mistreatment of
the prisoners was widespread. Handcuffs and leg irons were commonly
used, and the prisoners were subject to beatings with bamboo poles,
rubber whips, or fists, Other torture methods included long periods of
solitary confinement,
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In 1969 a shift in the treatment policy became evident, and lower ranking
North Vietnamese lost the authority to inflict physical punishment or
torture on the prisoners. The authority to subject the prisoners to
physical punishment was restricted to the camp commander.

Since the spring of 1971, the quantity and quality of the daily diet
improved and the prisoners for the first time began receiving certain
foods (milk, fish, fruit, and occasionally meat) regularly. While noting
several exceptions, Lt Gartley described the general health of the
prisoners as satisfactory. Exercise periods became more frequent and
some recreational activities such as volleyball and basketball were per-
mitted. More reading material is now available and is less anti=war in
nature than prior to 1971,

The returnees reported that treatment for injuries is often withheld to
force compliance or signed statements. The following two cases illustrate
this. During 1965 and 1966 Major Fred V. Cherry, USAF, under pressure to
support the American Black Power Movement, was denied treatment for his
dislocated shoulder and was unmercifully beaten for his refusal to coop-
erate. In April 1972, Lt Thomas D. Latrendresse, USAF, was injured during
ejection. The Vietnamese withheld post operative treatment and allowed

his condition to deteriorate in order to coerce his cell group into signing
a propaganda statement,

The prisoners have organized themselves into a unit called the ''Fourth
Allied POW Wing." The structure is based on military rank and Wing

- policies are widely known among the prisoners. The North Vietnamese
tacitly acknowledge the existence of differences in rank among the
prisoners. The seniority within the Wing Is based on shootdown date
of rank, with modification for long term prisoners. Those pilots downed
before December 1971 are referred to as ''old timers.'" Those shot down
subsequent to that time are referred to as ''new guys.'' At one time during
1970-71, most prisoners were consolidated in one camp. During this period
of time the prisoners drafted a complete set of camp policies. These
policies are disseminated to all recently captured pilots when contact is
made with them. In some cases, this has been difficult, since the North
Vietnamese restrict the amount of contact between the new and old prisoners.

The three returnees have completed their formal debriefings and are present=
ly on leave. Lt(JG) Charles is on a 45-day leave in the San Diego area.
Lt Gartley is hunting and fishing in Maine. Major Elias is on leave in
Valdosta, Georgia and will enter Armed Forces Staff College in January 1973.

Attachments
as .
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SUMMARY OF THE PW CAMP SITUATION
AUGUST 1969 - SEPTEMBER 1972

1. From August 1969 to the summer of 1970, the PW camp
situation remained stable. Although a small number of prisoners
were moved among the camps, there were no major shifts of popula-
tions, nor were any camps opened or closed. The camps open at
this time were: Citadel, Cu Loc, Ha Lo, and Son Tay.

25, " From the summer of 1970 to late November 1970, there
was a major consolidation of the prisoners at a new PW camp:
Dan Hoi, located 9 miles west of Hanoi. The Citadel and Son Tay

camps were closed and their populations were transferred to Dan Hoi.
About 120 of the 190 prisoners at Cu Loc were also moved to Dan Hoi.
By November 1970, about 220 prisoners were held at Dan Hol. With
this concentration at Dan Hoi, only 2 other camps remained opened,
Cu Loc (About 70 prisoners) and Ha Lo (about 50 prisoners).

3. Two days after the 21 November 1970 SAR at Son Tay,
all prisoners at Dan Hoi were moved to Ha Lo for security reasons.
The population of Ha Lo increased to about 270,

The 70 prisoners at Cu Loc were not moved immediately to Ha Lo.
These men remained at Cu Loc to be photographed during the 1970
Christmas season. After the Christmas photography was completed,
Cu Loc was closed and the prisoners were moved to Ha Lo, The
population of Ha Lo in January 1971 was about 340,

L, In 1971 2 small groups of men were moved temporarily
from Ha Lo to '"Camp Charlie Victor' and were subsequently returned

to Ha Lo. 'Camp Charlie Victor' was a punishment camp belleved to be
located near Hanoi. This camp has not been located on aerial photo-
graphy. Lt Gartley was never at this camp and has only limited in-
formation about It.

Sie In September 1971 the North Vietnamese reopened the
Cu Loc camp. About 85 prisoners were transferred from Ha Lo to

Cu Loc. The majority of the acknowledged prisoners remained in

Ha Lo.
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6. From December 1971 to April 1972 the population of
Cu Loc gradually increased because of an influx of recently
captured pilots. About 110 prisoners were held in Cu Loc in
March 1972, In April, 70 prisoners were transferred from Cu Loc
to Ha Lo. After this transfer, Cu Loc became primarily a camp
for recently captured pilots,

7. With the influx of the 70 prisoners from Cu loc,
the population of Ha Lo in April 1972 was 330. In May 220 were
moved out of Ha Lo to an unknown location.
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-CONFIDENTIAL

U/PU:FASTEVERTS /5,
/15772 EXT. 29454 K
THE SECRETARY “/e/E]43

EA - MR. GREEN DOD - SECRETARY LAIRD
$/3 - WHITE HOUSE -

‘IMMEDIATE VIENTIANE

ROUTINE RANGOON+ SAIGON. BANGKOK. PHNOM PENH, MOSCOUW- ﬁARISx
STOCKHOLM, COPENHAGEN+ TOKYO. BEIRUT. NEW DELIHI. LONDONs ROME.

EXDIS  STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE
- upR [VAEM
SUBJECT: PRISONER RELEASE . g?p
: FA

R.FS:T A. STATE 1b5003+ 8. STATE Llb7h07+ C. VIENTIANE L824, MG
D. RANGOON 2246+ E. RANGOON 226S+ F. BOMBAY 149k

- G. BANGKOK 1310L, H. COPENHAGE 4184, 4150. 4130, nL

I. CALCUTTA 14SS J. NEW DELHI TE
11288, 11429+ K. MOSCOW 93b2+ L. VIENTIANE 7029
M. CINCPAC MSG DTG 140425 SEP 72 {ALL NOTAL EXCEPT A AND B}

L. AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION WE RECOMMEND AGAINST PRIOR
APPROACH TO SOVS HERE OR IN MOSCOU ON THIS SUBJECT.
APPROACH IF MADE WOULD IMMEDIATELY ALERT NVN AUTHORITIES
AND {UE ASSUME} PEACE GROUP ESCORTS OF OUR DESIRE TO CON-
TACT RELEASED MEN IN VIENTIANE. THIS MIGHT INCREASE
CHANCE FLIGHT WOULD SKIP VIENTIANE.

2. YOU SHOULD HAVE LOW-LEVEL EMBOFF CONTACT AEROFLOT REP
IN. VIENTIANE TO ARRANGE ACCESS TO PLANE AND SECURE PLACES
ABOARD FLIGHT AND VISAS FOR ONWARD TRAVEL IF RELEASED MEN
STAY ON BOARD.

3. RE PARA § REF A. IF DISCUSSION PROCEEDS IN SUCH A WAY

THAT YOU ARE CLEARLY CONFRONTED WITH THE QUESTION FRCM THE

RELEASED MEN OF WHETHER THIS IS A MILITARY ORDER OR ' OT, '
THE ANSWER SHOULD BE THAT IT IS A RECOMMENDATION. YoOU

COULD SAY WE THINK IT WOULD BE MUCH BETTER FROM POW'S

STANDPOINT IF THEY RETURN VIA REGULAR MEDEVAC CHANNELS WITH

t_. _ : -CONFIDENTEAL __j
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MEDICAL FACILITIES AND PERSONNEL AVAILABLE AND WE EXPECT
THEY WOULD DO SO. IF THE RELEASED PRISONERS PERSIST AND
AGAIN ASK IF THIS IS A MILITARY ORDER. YOU SHOULD STATE
THAT NO ORDERS HAVE BEEN ISSUED. YOU SHOULD POINT QUT
THAT APPARENTLY COMMERCIAL TRAVEL PLAN MEANS TRANSIT OF
MOSCOW AND LAYOVER IN STOCKHOLM~ THAT NILITARY AIRCRAFT
WOULD MEAN FASTER. MORE DIRECT RETURN TO U.S.. AND THAT :
ARRANGEMENTS FOR AN AERO MEDICAL EVACUATION FLIGHT HAVE .
. BEEN MADE AND AN AIRCRAFT IS STANDING BY {FER REF MX..

- 4. IF YOU OR.OTHER EMBOFF NOT ABLE TO TALK TQ MEN WMILE
PLANE IS ON GROUND IN VIENTIANE. WE DO NOT REPEAT NOT it
BELIEVE YOU SHOULD SEND LETTERS TO THEM ABQARD PLANE. |

» HOWEVER CAREFULLY THEY MAY BE WORDED. SUCH LETTERS CouLD "
{ BE HISCONSTRUED BY RELEASED MEN OR ESCORTS. IF CONTACT

CANNOT BE ARRANGED WITH MEN WHILE PLANE IS IN VIENTIANE ')

~  {OR OTHER POINT OF CONTACTY, YOQUR EFFORTS SHOULD BE gﬂN-

CENTRATED ON PLACING EMBOFF AND DOCTOR ABOARD FLIGHT.

S. CONCUR IN YOUR NOT INCLUDING MILITARY OFFICER IN
WELCOMING PARTY AND AGREE FSO RAND AND DR. DUSTIN SHOULD
BE 'INCLUDED. : :

k. IF CONTACT IS NOT MADE WITH THE RELEASED MEN IN
VIENTIANE. THE FIRST POST TO ESTABLISH CONTACT SHOULD MAKE
APPROACH RE PARA S REF A AND PARA 3 THIS RESSAGE. IF
RELEASED MEN REJECT MEDEVAC FLIGHTS AT VIENTIANE {OR OTHER
POINT OF CONTACTY APPROACH AT ONWARD POSTS SHOULD BE
LIMITED TO OFFERS OF MEDICAL AND OTHER ASSISTANCE. SO AS
NOT TO GIVE IMPRESSION THAT USG IS BADGERING MEN AT EACH
STOP. GDS ¥Y¥ - -

'y
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O ANENERNX SECRET

PRIORITY VIENTIANE
ROUTINE SAIGON, BANGKOK, PHNOM PENH, RANGOON, MOSCOW,

PARIS, STOCKHOLM, COPENHAGEN, TOKYO, BEIRUT,
NEW DELHI, CALCUTTA, BOMBAY, LONDON, ROME

LIMDIS

STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE

SUBJECT: EGRESS RECAP -- Pending Release/Return of Three
US PWS from North Vietnam .
REFS: A, State 160671 B. Vientiane 6659
) C. France 16646 D. State 163482 [All NOTAL]
1. Subsequent to announcement by Hanoi on 2 Sept 1972 of intention

to release three US PWS, additional information on release and plans
for travel from Hanoi to us have been publicly announced by Mrs. Cora
Weiss and David Dellinger during press conferences. Weiss/Dellinger
are anti-war activists who have had part in previous releases and have
been in contact with NVN officials to act as intermediaries/escorts for
prese_@_t release. Weiss/Dellinger have indicated that escort group will
consf&' of themselves, Yale Chaplain Rev, William 'Sloa.ne Coffin, plus
two others so far unidentified. They plan to depart US on 13 Sept and
arrive Hanoi 16 Sept. Expect to depart Hanoi with three released men

/ week later., Weiss/Dellinger have stated intention to avoid possibility

of "'military intervention,' planning to travel by commercial air to US

' /—1' .L %J/v /
KXXIIDRIXRULK ~SECRETF- (B
' i// A
DoS 9304568 * /2834 _ b /{ 8/5-

Y Ra ;

By_ MO [ nara Oote_4/13/94 - |
SA 90 , | gAqq %"1 éé
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and deliver men directly to their families, The men to be released have
been identified by NVN as Navy Lieutenants Markham L. Gartley and

Norris A. Charles, and Air Force Major Edward K. Elias.

Z, While there are other possibilities, most probably planned mode
of travel from Hanoi will be via Aeroflot aircraft transiting Vientiane,
Rangoon, Calcutta, Bombay, Tash.kent'to Moscow, Travel from Moscow

- to US could be via Aeroflot or US carrier, Or, ICC aircraft from Hanoi
to Vientiane. Thence commercial carrier to Bangkok and US, Group

could plan a variety of other routes or stops to US.

34 Upon arrival at Vientiane [or other first point of contact with US
officials], group should be met by US Ambassador or senior US official,
-and military representative, if appropriate, accompanied by US medical
doctor, If group does not deplane, arrangements sﬁould be made to see
and talk to prisoners aboard aircraft, [For Vientiane: Please advise if
you think it would be useful to approach Sovs here or in Moscow to arrange

access to men aboard Aeroflot, ]

4, Ambassador or senior US official, and military representative, if
appropriate, should warmly welcome released men, and doctor should
undertake quick medical check to assess their physical condition and needs,

and their fitness for onward travel,

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
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5. ~ The released officers are to be told that arrangements have
been made to return to the U.S. on U.S. military medical evacuation
aircraft. Discussion should be in positiV terms which encourages
their acceptance of travel under U. S. Government medical auspices.
Should they refuse, they should be reminded that they are officers
in the Armed Services of the U.S. and are subject to military regulations;
however, no repeat no force or threats should be used should they still
persist in returning on commercial.aircraft. Offer can be made for
anti-war escorts to travel with the officers aboard medevac flight.
6. Should the men elect to proceed via c.ommercial aircraft, arrange-
ments should be made for US officials [including physician] to accompany
them aboard flight.
7. We anticipate that first opportunity to talk to men will be at

: Vientiane. Regardless of place of first encounter, that post will be
responsible for passing guidance to subsequent enroute stops. If returnees
elect commercial air at first meeting, US officials should meet plane at all
stops and be prepared to accept control of returnees should they indicate a
change of mind.
8. In anticipation that men at some point enroute will come under US
control, services are arranging to have military uniforms available at Vientiane.
e If men elect travel to CONUS via medevac and arrangements for such
travel are not readily available, they should be escorted to suitable location

where US control can be maintained until onward travel can be arranged.

~CONFIDENTIAL-

it
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10, Immediate notification of all events and requests for additional

guidance should be passed by FLASH precedence to SECSTATE and
SECDEF.

11.  Additional guidance and information will be passed as it is received.

éf
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This document has been reviewed pursuant to E

ACTIQON: Vientlane
{NFO:
THIS IS A JOINT DEFENSE/STATE MESSAGE

SUBJECT: EGRESS RECAP PENOING RELEASE/RETURN OF THREE US
PWs FROM VIETNAM

1, Subsequent to announcement by Hanol on 2 Sept 1972 of Intention to
release three US PWs, additional Information on release and plans for
travel from Hanol to US have been publlcly announced by Mrs, Cora Welss
and David Dellinger during press conferences, Welss/Dellinger are anti-
war actlvists who have had part In previous releases and have been in
contact with NVN officials to act as Intermediarles/escorts for present
release, Welss/Delllinger.have Indicated that escort group will consist
of themselves, Yale Chaplain Rev, William Sloane Qoffln, plus two others
so far unldentifled, They plan to depart US on 13 Sept, and arrive Hanol
16 September, Expect to depart Hano! with three released men week later,
Welss/Dallinger have stated Intentlon to avoid possibillity of 'miiltary
intervenflon," planning to travel by commerclal alr to US and deliver men
directly to thelr families, The men to be released have been identified

by NVN as Navy Lleutenants Markham L, Gartley and Norris A, Charles; and
Alr Force Major Edward K, Ellas,

2. While there are other possibllities, most probable planned mode of

travel from Hamol will be via Aeroflot alrcraft transliting Vientiane,
Rangoon, Calcutta, Bombay, Tashkent to Moscow, Travel from Moscow to Us

could be via Asroflot or US carrler, Or, ICC alrcreft from Hanol to

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
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2
Vientlane, Thence commerclal carrler to Bangkok and US, Group could plan
a varlety of other routes or stops to US,
3, Upon arrival at Vientiane (or other first polnt of contact wlith US
officlals), group should be met by US Ambasg@dor or Senlor US offlclal,
and appropriate milltary representative, accompanied by US medlcal doctor,
If group does not deplane, arrangements should be made to see and talk
to prisoners aboard alrcraft, (FOR VIENTIANE; Please advise If you
think 1t would be useful to approach Soviets here or In Moscow to arrange
access to men aboard Aeroflot,)
L, Ambassador or Seﬁlor US offlclal and mllltary representative should
warmly welcome released men, and doctor should undertake quick medical

check to assess their physical condition and needs, and thelr fitness

for onward travel,

' d
5, Ambassador or Senlor US offlclal should be the ong to advise releasg
| o, el e Tty 0%,

men that arrangements have been made return to US aboafd military
medical evacustlon alrcraft, Discussion with the men should be In positive
terms which encourages and recommends their acceptance of travel under USG
medical ausplces, |f men and/or escorts Indicate they do not wish to

accapt medevac and prefer to contlnue commercial, men will be advlsed
mater-of-factly that we tried that on the last release but that Capt., Rumble
became so 111 en route that he had to be treated by a Swiss, French-speaking
woman doctor and was on a8 stretcher by the time he reached New York - and

"agaln recommend thelr acceptance of travel under USG medical ausplces.
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3
6, Oppos!tion by antl-war escorts to thls offer Is to be expected and Is
not to bé controlling factor, Offer can be made for escorts to travel
wlth them aboard MEDEVAC fllght,
7. Should the men themselves elect to proceed via commercial alrcraft,
arrangsments should be made for US offlclals (Including physlcjan) to
accompany them aboard fllght, .
8. We antlcipate that flrst opportunlty to talk to men and inltlate
thelr medavac will be at Vientlane, Regardless of place of first encounter,
that post will be responsible for passing gulidance to subsequent en rogte
.stops, |f returnees elect commarclal alr at flrst meeting, no attempt
will be made at subsequent stops to Induce return to US control, UsS officlals
should meet}plene at all stops, offer any possible asslstance, an§ be pre-
pared to accept control ofvreturneei should they on thelr own Inltlative
indicate a change of mind, :

-9, ln-antlclpatlon that men at some point en route will come under US
control, Services are arranglng to have milltary uniforms avallable at
Vientlane, Should continued travel be via commerciel and men do not deslre
uniforms at Vientlane, US offfclal who accompanies the men will unobtruslvely
carry uniforms so they are avallable en route If desired,

10, MEDEVAC alrcraft will be positioned at Udorn and ready for prompt
arrival In Vientlane when required, If men at some subsequent polnt elect
travel to CONUS via MEDEVAC and arrangements for such travel are not readlly
available, they should be escorted to sultable location where US control

can be malntained unti| onwerd trevel can be arranged,
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1. Immediate notlflcation of all events and requests for additlonal
guldance should be passed by FLASH precedence to SecState and SecDef,

12, Additional guldance and Information wll] be passed as it [s recelved,
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Be The released officers are to be told that they arél,\,to return to the

v
{7

7 US on US military medical evacuation aircraft. Should they refuse, they
should be reminded that they are officers in the Armed Services of the

US and are subject to military regulations; however, no repeat no force

\ should be used should they still persist in returning on commercial aircraft,

6. Should the men elect to proceed via commercial aircraft, arrangements
should be made for US officials [including physician] to.accompany them

aboard flight.

7, We anticipate that first Opportun'ity’ to talk to men will be at Vientiane,
Regardless of place of first encounter, that post will be responsible for
passing guidance to subsequent enroute stops, If returnees elect commercial
air at first meeting, US officials should meet plane at all stops and be
prepared to accept control of returnees should they indicate a change of

mind.,

8. In anticipation that men at some point enroute will come under US
control, services are arranging to have military uniforms available at

Vientiane,

9. If men elect travel to CONUS via medevac and arrangements for such

travel are not readily available, they should be escorted-to suitable location

where US control can be maintained u';xtil onward travel can be arranged,
Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
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WA
MEMORANDUM HK MV
THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTON TEE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN...
FOPRSEERET/SENSITIVE 7
CONTAINS CODEWORD INFORMATION /i
July 8, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A, KISSINGER K
SUBJECT: Possible Execution of American POWs

by the Enemy

/.,;(b)(,‘f) - » have revealed two instances of intent
to k1ll or the actual k11hng of, Americans apparently held as prisoners.

On July 6 the 284th AAA Regiment was ordered to "annihilate (the) 10
Americans.'" The 284th had been located near Quang Tri C1ty, but was
ordered on July 5 to move toward the northwest '

/:3(C¥)

Add1t10na11y, the Defense Department reports that
been reported as missing in action in that area.

0 Americans have

VALDE))

. » 4, "they shot down on the spot, one F-4
a1rcraft and afterwards annihilated the two pirate pilots with one bullet
(each).'" The Defense Department reports that two F-4s were lost in
North Vietnam during the general time frame.

The State Department was in favor of making a public demarche on the
grounds that this was the fastest way to communicate our position to Hanoi.
Defense believed we should move privately through Ambassador Porter.

On your behalf I agreed that we sho ncerns in priva
—channels in view of the natur® of our evidence and to underlme our

seriousness. To give our approach the :
sent stron messaes as

1-3@($)

(5

I P LN Qapifized

By
&)
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'. THE WHITE HOUSE
‘ WASHINOTON

July 8, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. KISSINGER
FROM: Richard Kenned

This is further to the report we
sent to you yesterday.
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MEMORANDUM' -. ’IB’P'SE&HEF‘SENSI”VE _

THE WHITE HOUSE

; - WASHINGTON )
TOP—SECRET-SENSITIVE i
CONTAINS CODEWORD " July 8, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: : HENRY A, KISSINGER
_SUBJECT: : Execution of Americans in Vietnamf

s e have revealed two instances
o kill, or the actua kzlling of, Americans ap~
parently held as prisoners. : "

On July 6 the 284th AAA Reglment Was ordered to annlhllate
(the) 10 Americans." The 284th had been located near Quang .
Tri City, but was ordered on July § to move toward the

northwest. i vde
/36@364) o , ﬂ , ”Addit onally, the'Defense De-

artment reports at thirty Americans have been reported
as mxssing in act1 n in that area..

A e o
(’ C. =i that on July H. they shot
@ Spot, one F~4§ a rcraft and afterwards annihilated
. the two pirate pilots with one bullet (each)."

The Defense Department reports that two F-us wereé lost in
North Vietnam during the general time frame.

DECLAESH FiED - | 5
EQ 1&-& d; w@Ct 3[4 *,h .l n 4 e | y
E&Q@_&& i 55 \ Al D L3 st

BY.. - ARA, B‘B@@w-&—s \

ifts=1l=

EvOEMSYRVE

CONTAINS CODEWORD
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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE

(>
WASHINGTON
FOP—SEEREF-SENSITIVE
CONTAINS CODEWORD July 8, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER
SUBJECT: Execution of Americans in Vietnam

e e s : '  pave revealed two instances
/ﬁlépﬁcJD of intent to kill, or the actual killing of, Americans ap-
parently held as prisoners.

On July 6 the 284th AAA Regiment was ordered to "annihilate
(the) 10 Americans. The 284th had been located near Quang
Tri City, but was ordered on July 5 to move toward the
northwest. :

) 3D

Apartment reportsvthat th ty Americans have been reported
as missing in action in that area.

/uSépDCVD;_ : : = L : on Julyvu "they sho
down on the spot, one F-4 alrcraft and afterwards annihilated
the two pirate pilots with one bullet (each)."

The Defense Department reports that two F-4s were lost in
North Vietnam during the general time frame.

(p aa) -FOP—SECRET~SENSITIVE,
CONTAINS CODEWORD

Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
DECLASSIFIED
This document has been reviewed pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and has been determined to be declassified.




	img001
	img002
	img003
	img004
	img005
	img006
	img007
	img008
	img009
	img010
	img011
	img012
	img013
	img014
	img015
	img016
	img017
	img018
	img019
	img020
	img021
	img022
	img023
	img024
	img025
	img026
	img027
	img028
	img029
	img030
	img031
	img032
	img033
	img034
	img035
	img036
	img037
	img038
	img039
	img040
	img041
	img042
	img043
	img044
	img045
	img046
	img047
	img048
	img049
	img050
	img051
	img052
	img053
	img054
	img055
	img056
	img057
	img058
	img059
	img060
	img061
	img062
	img063
	img064
	img065
	img066
	img067
	img068
	img069
	img070
	img071
	img072
	img073
	img074
	img075
	img076
	img077
	img078
	img079
	img080
	img081
	img082
	img083
	img084
	img085
	img086
	img087
	img088
	img089
	img090
	img091
	img092
	img093
	img094
	img095
	img096
	img097
	img098
	img099
	img100
	img101
	img102
	img103
	img104
	img105
	img106
	img107
	img108
	img109
	img110
	img111
	img112
	img113
	img114
	img115
	img116
	img117
	img118
	img119
	img120
	img121
	img122
	img123
	img124
	img125
	img126
	img127
	img128
	img129
	img130
	img131
	img132
	img133
	img134
	img135
	img136
	img137
	img138
	img139



