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SAIGON 0369 IMMEDIATE
FROM SULLIVAN
TO THE WHITE HOUSEs EXCLUSIVELY FOR HENRY A, KISSINGER

1., FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY REPORT OF MY FIRST TWENTY=FOUR HOURS IF
SAIGON, IT IS WRITTEN PRIOR TO DINNER WHICH FOREIGN MINISTER LAM
IS GIVING THIS EVENINGs AT WHICH THERE WILL BE SEVERAL SENINR
OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH PROBLEMS OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN GVUN

AND PRG., I WILL REPORT SEPARATELY ANYTHING SIGNIFICANT WHICH
DEVELOPS FROM THAT SESSION,

2. MY FIRST COMMENT SHOULD BE UPON APPEARANCES OF SAIGON, CITY

IS FESTOONED WITH FLAGS AND BANNERS, BANNERS GENERALLY EXHART
PEOPLE TO VIGILANCE AND INSIST UPON SCRUPULOUS CEASE=-FIRE OBSERVANCE
BY COMMUNISTS.,

3, SECOND OBSERVATION CONCERNS GENERAL ATTITUDES DISPLAYED BY

GVN OFFICIALS I HAVE MET AND TO LARGE MEASURE SHARED BY U.ZnOM
MILITARY, THEY ALL DISPLAY CONSIDERABLE SKEPTICISM ABOUT CnM=-
MUNIST INTENTIONS AND ARE INCLINEN TO TREAT COMMUNIST REPRESENTATIVES
AS WELL AS COMMUNIST STATEMENTS WITH ENORMOUS RESERVE. AMBAS-

SADOR BUNKER IS VALIANTLY ATTEMPTING TO INDUCE MDRE FORTHCOMING
ATTITUDES INTO BOTH THESE SECTORS OF HIS CONSTITUENCY.

4, MY FIRST MEETINGS HERE WERE WITH SENIOR U,S. OFFICIALS AT
AMBASSADOR BUNKER'S RESIDENCE LAST EVENING, DOISCUSSIONS )
GENERALLY CONCERNED MILITARY SITUATIONs» PERFORMANCE OF FQOUR-
PARTY JOINT MILITARY COMMISSION AND ICCS. ESSENTIALLY MILITARY
SITUATION APPEARS MOST SATISFACTORY FROM GVN PERSPECTIVE,

BOTH JMC AND ICCS MAKING HALTING PROGRESSs WITH PROSPECTS TwAT
THEY WILL EVENTUALLY MOVE MORE EFFECTIVELY.

5, NEXT MEETING WAS MORNING FEBRUARY 14 WITH U.,S. OFFICIALS
RESPONSIBLE FOR LIAISON WITH ICCS, IT IS CLEAR THAT U,S. MILITARY
AND CIVILIAN AGENCIES HAVE BEEN THE PRIMARY CRUTCH ON WHICH ICCS
AND JMC HAVE LEANED IN ORDER TO BEGIN THEIR ACTIVITIES, PERFOR=
MANCE OF U.S. OFFICIALS» PARTICULARLY MILITARY» IN THIS FIELD HAS
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BEEN ABSOLUTELY FIRST CLASS.

6, NEXT MEETING WAS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER LAMs» ACCOMPANIED

By BUNKER, DISCUSSION CONCERNED TWO PRIMARY SUBJECTS: A)
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PRGs AND B) INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, ON
FORMER LAM LAID QOUT LOGICAL SCHEME OF ACTION WHICH GVN INTENDS
TO PURSUE. THEIR PRINCIPAL NEGOTIATOR WITH THE PRG WILL PRNBABLY
BE VICE PRIME MINISTER VIEN, THEY HAVE SUGGESTED RANGOON AS
PREFERABLE LOCUS OF NEGOTIATIONSs ALTHOUGH PRG PREFERS PARIS,
LAM HIMSELF IS PREPARED TO ARRIVE IN PARIS A FEW DAYS EARLY FOR
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN ORDER TO RESUME PRELIMINARY CONTACTS
WITH MADAME BINH, THEY HAVE IN MIND A NATIQONAL COUNCIL OF
RECONCILIATION COMPOSED OF ABOUT THIRTY MEMBERS, THEY UNDER=-
STAND AND INTEND TO KEEP THE INITIATIVE IN PRESSING FOR RAPID
POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, RECOGNIZING THAT THE PRG IS UNPREPAREN

FOR SERIQUS MOVE TOWARD ELECTIONS,

7. CONCERNING INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCEs LAM SEEMS RELATIVELY.
WELL PREPARED BUT HAD NO PARTICULARLY HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS CnN=-
CERNING CHAIRMANSHIP, I FLCATED BOTH US=DRYV CO=-CHAIRMANSHIP
AND ROTATING CHAIRMANSHIP AMONG ICCS MEMBERS WITHOUT GETTING
ANY PARTICULAR RESPONSE. HE SEEMS PREPARED TO ACCEPT PRG
PRESENCEs NAME PLATE AND TITLE. HOWEVER HE TALKED IN TERMS OF
REFUSING TO SIGN FINAL ACT OF THE CONFERENCE., INSTEAD HE PeoOPDSED
ISSUING A STATEMENT SUPPORTING THE ACT. BUNKER AND I BOTH TOOK
VIOLENT EXCEPTION TO THIS SUGGESTIONs THERERY EXTRACTING LAM'S
PROPOSAL FOR A COMPROMISE ACTION IN WHICH SIGNATURES WOULD RE
ON SEPARATE SHEETS OF PAPER., WE TOLD HIM THIS SEEMED FEASISLE
AND THAT WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT IT,

8, MY NEXT SESSION WAS LUNCH WITH GENERALS WOODWARD AND

WICKHAMy, WITH JOHN VOGT PRESENT, THEY REPORTED ON MORNING

MEETING OF JMC» IN WHICH COMMUNISTS DID TABLE CEASE=FIRE PRO=-
POSALs BUT FAILED TO INTRODUCE POINTS OF ENTRY., I ENCOURAGED
WOODWARD TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR JMC AND ICCS TO OBSERVE

U.S. AND ROK DEPARTURESs IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROTOCOL PROVISIDNS.

HE AGREED. I ALERTED VOGT TO POSSIBILITY OF CEASE=-FIRE IN LAOS AND
HE RAISED NUMBER OF QUESTIONS CONCERNING U,S. AIR REACTION IF
CEASE=-FIRE IS VIOLATED. I ADVISED HIM THAT ANSWER TO THAT PROBLEM
WOULD HAVE TO COME FROM THE PRESIDENT,

9, I THEN PAID SURPRISE VISIT TO DRV/PRG CONCENTRATION CAMP,
ACCOMPANIED BY ENGEL AND U,S. LIAISON OFFICER., GVN MILITARY
POLICE REFUSED TO PERMIT My VEHICLE TD ENTER CAMP, THEY EVEN
ATTEMPTED (INSUCCESSFULLY) TO PREVENT ENGEL AND ME FROM WALKING
IN ON FOOTs WHICH WE DID AFTER WAITING FIVE MINUTES FOR VEHICLE
CLEARANCE. IN CAMP WE MET GENERALS HOA AND TRA» PLUS YOUR
FRIEND BLINKY, I GAVE THEM ALL GREETINGS FROM LE DUC THO, THEY
THEN POURED OUT LIST OF COMPLAINTSs MOST OF WHICH CENTERED UPON
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