-z.

- Somo of you arc aware, I know, of the very difficult decision
I had to m:.xkc last December, [t was among the most difficult
decisions of my Presidency, When we maké decisions and when
times are most difficult, we a_ll socli a source of’strenglh. I fef
call how you men looked to faith in God, and.so did I. I rcecall
hhow all of you looked to loyaltsr to your country's high principlos..
and so did 1. ;

,gﬂ“;‘.\:ﬁ"fl/know too that you looked to comfurt from your ‘comtades.
?P“V\St }Ff Let me just add, that in those grave moments my thoughts
¢ ofton went to you and your families. I cavn assurc you that there
ma)'r have been times when you were alone and that I was al'onc -
but last Dccomber, your courn.gc and the co,urégc of your loved
oncs gave me a detormination and hope that bridged the distance

between us., [ shall never forget that, | |
L BRI SRR R N
Few cherish peace more than the warrior, | for he knows
best the 'ra.vngc of war., Dy your scrvice and the service of
niillions of your coinrades who gave their service, theip wounds

or thair lives, you hastencd the cumning of the peaco.

L
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The question will be asked as it is of all wars and all trials

in life: “Wns jt worth it -« those yvears ant of my lifa? v History's

answer (s yes, Your sacrifice not only helped us to honor our

pledge to the 17 miuion people of Vietnam but also to lay the

foundation for a gencration of peace. All free people will always

O”Xb j};ﬁ{c thankful for that legacy. . '
le\) : L e e
\r %ﬁj\("‘/ Thoughts on Heroism ‘

Y

: . "Wars may cecase, but the necd for horoism shall not depart

from the earth, while man remains man and ovil exists to bo
redressed, " Adm, Alfred Thayer Mahan -- 19th Century.

Justice I-Iolmeé or{co remarked that a hero touches all of us

"with the contagion of his gxer\,——'\, :

Wﬁ{ /‘J’WVJ# d K

/Wko ".‘)*Wﬁ/. o - M[M o
"‘ P N eV
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SUGG‘-“‘ST 2D REMAREKS -- I\TRODQCTORY RE\IARKS PRIOR
TO DI ER

(Note; Following RN's welcoming remarks to the POWs before
dinner, he will be introducing the PO\ Chaplain for an invocation,
The POV Chaplain is Captain Charles R. Gillespie, USN, After
the invocation Gillespie will introduce the POW Chorus to sing the
POW Hymn. RN will probably want to allude to the POW Chorus
before the invocation begins,)

I want you to know how proud we are to have you as our guests
this eVening. Pat and [ may be your hosts for the evening, butl

know grateful Americans everywhere throughout our great land are’

our true hosts toni r {“/ -—L‘_ ( ./ Mmﬂ‘%
Cf/"g"""/ CI:M/\ M‘-vw:r M\—R\M‘tu_\"f Vai
My staff tells me ,this is the biggest dinner ever held at the %)

White House. I think that is important because I can't thinkof a
bigger or better occasion that could be held"at the \White House.
LR
Someoneo tolci me about your housing facilities while you are in
Washington, I think you would agrec with me that it's a long way

from the Hanol Hilton to the Washinaton llilton,

bQou
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I hope no one objects to the fact that we are having an American

’

menu this é\reninﬁ. L s'pecifically ordercd that there be no pumpkins,

turnips or rice,
onou
As you know, the American flag which flew over Clark Air Base
on your first arrival is flyi_ng: tonight over the White House. -Just
as that flag symbolized your return to Clark it is also a token tonightv
of how welcome you are in this home. ‘
ERR

Just ane more fhing. I know that you g‘entle en are more than

- familiar with\the tefrm "debriefing.’"

ou will Aotice that there are f
i

many fine domeXti¢ wines and champagnes\oiyour menu tonight. Pleasc

'do me a favor and|/den't bother to give any debxd fingsv onih}is dinner

tomorrow moraing. o

oF i
e

44

— e e —
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SUGGESTED REMARKS: TOAST TO POWs

(Note: Brigadier General John Flyan, in responding to RN's
toast, will express gratitude to RN, American people, and the
services. He never lost faith in pledaies of Cominander in Chief.

He may refer obliquely to December bombing.

During toast remarks, Flyan will introduce two junior oflicers
who, with him, will present RN with a plaque in token of the POWs'
edteem. : £

While in prison the POWs, on holidays, proposed toasts to RN
as Commander in Chief. Flynn will explain that tradition and the
toast will be offered in the same way that it was in prison.

It is now expected that RN will toast only the POWs. As a sur-
prise, you may wantto ask the POWSs to rise in a secoad toast --
to their familles and loved ones.) :

R B

t}\\“ﬁﬂﬂ . Before I begin, 1 know you will want to join me in a brief moment

of silence in honor of your comrades who gave their lives, those who

lie. wounded, and those who have not yet becn accounted for.

BB &
 As we sang our National Anthem tonight, my thoughts drew back

in history to another war and to a prisoner of war named Francis

Scott Key. He wanted to kaow during his captivity whether the "'Star
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-

Spangled Ba;-mer” stil'l waved "AVer the land of the free and the
home of the brave, " ‘

We knew that the same qQuestion was in your minds throughout
your long or§ca1, -and we did everything we ;:ould to let you know

- that the flag under which you had served was still flying high and
would continue to for as long as it toék to bring you home with your
heads held high. .

Becau‘se of your sacrifices and your heroism, Americans can
salute our ﬂag more proudly and feel the meaning of our Anthem
more deeply than we ever have before.

Because you kept faith with America, America has gained
new faith in {tself, | |

LR
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RN ANECDOTE FROM MARCH 9 SPEECH

One of the most moving moments of my Presidency
"came this spr.ing ivhen I talked to a man who had spent almost
8 years in a Communist pPrisoa camp in North Vietnam, For over
4 years ha was lq solitary coxﬁ‘inement. He lived on two meals
a day, usually justa plece ot'bread, a bowl of soup. | All he was
glven to read was Communist propag'anc.h. All he could listen
to was the Communist pPropaganda on radio,

I asked him how he was able to survive it and come home,
standing tall and proud, saluting the American flag. He paused
for a long time before he answered, .And then he said, "It is
difficult for mo to answer, I am not very good at words. All
l can say is that it was faith -- faith in God and faith in my
country, "

Iu ﬁmen who suffercd so;mi:ch for America can have such
faith, lot 'up who have reccived so much from America renew our
faith -« our faith {n Cc:d, our 'x’.aith in our coimtry, and our faith

in ourselves,
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i

Throughout the long ordeal in Vietnam, all of us were gravely
concerned about our prisonars of war, |

Now that these valiant men have returned to our shores, along
with two-and-one-half million of their comrades who also served

in Vietnam, we must all become guarélians of peac'e.

Through the efforts of _thé American serviceman in Vietnam,
we are close to a goal that we have only been able to dream about

for nearly 20 years: prosperity without war,

- We must now wage the peace with the same determination and

faith that we waced the war,

lt. L
We not only honor you men tonight, because you know better
than I that an equal drama played itself in our land. Your wives,
children, parents, and all your friends and relatives underwent the Cs»c‘-rv/
gost dilficult pe réonal ordeals in your absence. I know that as we s -

,h_on'or you, you won't want us to forget the great words of the boet,' |

Milton:  “"Thes also serve who only stand and wait." And I assure

-

you that they, too, served with distinction and courage.

L
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man today stands just as tall as the men who fought at Concord, at

-

&« Gettysburg. at Guadalcanal and at I.nchon. Long after the bitterness
and controversy surrounding the political side of this conflict have
been forgotten, the heroic conduct of the American fighting man in

Vi.etnam will be remembered,

, e . '.'..A'.’ . o0 o 1990 mge

###
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RECOMMPFNDATIONS FOR THE TOAST

Gencral Flvnn:

Belleves that the President's toast should be brief and that the
POWs' prescnce that cvening fully bespeaks RN's feelings
towards them. Fe feels that an accolade would be almost re-
dundant, The POWs, s2ys Flvna, don't consider themselves
unique, #o.that RN might say that the POWs are a symtcl of
what the services produced, He feels that the POWs areo simply
the results of fate's random selection. Since the services re-
flect the civilian Population, the accolade ought to be to_the
- services. .

Admiral Stockdale:

Admiral Stockdale felt there were a number of points RN might
consider, Stockdale believes that the POWs won a battle of
their own in encouraging the Naorth Vi

letnamese to imorove their
treatment, While RN was working eifectively on the outside to
obtain their freedom, the POWs were showing strength within
the camps to undermine the North Vietnamese torture program,

From 1965 on, resistance began in an organized way, POWs
opcrated as a military unit (later to be named the Fourth Allied
POW Wing -« sce fact shect) to preserve the honor of the in-
dividuals and the U.S, One important impact of the Sontay
mission was to cause the relocation of all the POWs into a central
a4reca, making organization and resistance more possible.

When the POWs were reduced to imprisonment without life's
amenities, they gravitated to basic values: faith, loyalty to
country and loyalty to tho President. Stockdale also pointed out
that somc POWs were not in this chala of organization and -
refercnces to it should not be all inclusive (i.e., collaborations),

Stockdale stronygly believes so'mc mention should he made of
POWs dvirg durire internment and the MIAs, .
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General Scoweroft:

RN should pursuc the theme he has before: how proud we are,
what an uplilt there is to the national spirit, how the manner of
their roturn endad the conflict on an upbeat -- with the POWs
heads held high. :

The conflict was larger than just Vietnam, We were there and
playcd a role in such a way that our allies could have confidence
in our roliability and our encmies would respect our integrity

and willingness to stand.

Roger Shields (DOD Dircctor. Proiect Homecoming):

Commend the families who were under the most difficult ores-
sures -- they matched the sacrifices of their loved ones. They -
stood tall though thoy had the greatest right of anyone to ask for
immediate return. Also mention the MIAs (the "unaccounted for")
and those wi.o died in imprisonment. '

Bill Timmons:

Not the appropriate forum to criticize the Congress directly, but

a line or two is necessary about not reducing defense funds -- same
theme as in Norfolk. The U.S. is the only country which stands
up and can be counted upon. We can't bo weak,

Dick Moore: '

Upbeat.and straightforward,

Bill Baroody:

.

RN should broadcn the focus to lnciudc_;ll_\:ctnzansf A good forum
to designate a day in honor of all Vietaam veterans,

¢ 07

A s ]
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SUPPLEMENTAL REMARKS: POW RECEPTION AT STATE DEPARTMENT

The easiest thing to do when peace is achieved is to turn

inward; to be concerned only with ourselves; to let our guard down;

~ to rest our inner resources.

That would be a traglc mistake beccause the greatest threats
to peace can come when the th{oata appear to be least apparent,

You don't disband the fire department after the fire has been

extinguished, And l assure you today, I am not going to preside

over the dismantling of our national defonse when the greatest

promisc for a ‘generation of peace is still at hand,

Lo

Talking about peace is much easier than keeping the peace,

Those who talk of peace do 50 by calling for reductxons in thc defensc
~budget. Those who act for pcace know that we can do 8o only when
we have a strong natjonal defunse.

Thoso who talk of peacc believe the world will become leas

: belligerent {f we simply do not talk belligerently, Rut those who-

| act for peace know that we can't nagotiate with words If we cannot

act with morec than words,
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Those who talk of peace may believe that strength is a
belligose word, but those who act for Peace know that strength
- {8 more than a word when negotiations az?c underway,
* ok w
The cause in which you fought so well and sacrificed so
much was the cause of peace., And that means not a phony peace,
not a paper peace, not a temporary éeace that would lla.at a hundred
. days and then be ripped apart by tho guns of renewed aggression,
You Iaici your lives on the line for a real peace, one that
would last, so that the .children of Indochina could grow up without
‘violence and so that the children of the United States wc;uld not have’'
to fight a now. way épringing up out of the ashes of this one a few
: years'from' now. That {s why we are taking the steps now, through
diplomacy and through strength, to sec that Hanoi kecps the promises
it mado In Paris. L
LI
Wu want to reduce tho burden of arnmis that has wexghed so
heavily on the world for go long -- but we want that reduction to
be mutual aa a result of nogotiation, not unilateral as a rosull of

wishful thinking.
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Let's nevoer send the President of the United States to
the conference table as head of the second strongest nation in

the world,

. % ok %

Admiral Nclson -- the great English hero -- died at the

moment of his greatest triumph during the battle of Trafalgar,
. And his last words, as he fell to the deck of his ship, were these:

"Thank God I have done my duty.' Many of.our comrades in arms

did not live to see the peacc for which they fought. But each .
momber of this group can also say as he looks back on his service

to the nation: "Thank God, I have done my duty. "
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